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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, 

you are welcome here! 
 

ALL are welcome to this time and place of worship. 

Know that in this church you are welcome as you are and for who you are. 

As followers of Christ, we are compelled by the Gospel to seek  

reconciliation and wholeness in a world that is all too often an unloving place.  

Therefore, whether you are gay, straight, or in-between;  

whatever your country of origin or ancestry;  

whether you are a believer, a doubter or a seeker;  

in Christ’s love, we welcome you, so that by the power 

of the Holy Spirit we can work together to  

usher in God’s Reign of justice, peace, and mercy. 
 

From wherever you join us today, whether in-person or online,  

please know that the worship of God  

is enhanced because of your presence and participation …. 

 
 

 

 

WORSHIP WITH US EACH WEEK 

One Church ~ Three Congregations: 
 

 

9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. - We gather to be engaged in meaningful worship, which feeds our 

spiritual hunger. It is said that each week is a bit different; there is always something that calls us 

to our authentic selves. Join us online at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live.  
 

10:00 a.m. Spanish-Language Worship - Spanish language worship is available each Sunday at 

10:00 a.m. in the Chapel. Under the leadership of Pastora Mairolet Vega, the congregation is a 

warm, supportive, and caring community of those who enjoy worshipping in Spanish.  
 

German Language Worship - If you are part of a German-speaking family or would like to 

worship in German come and join us for services, Bible studies, and cultural activities conducted 

in German. For more information contact germanministry@gablesucc.org. 

 

 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 

3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 

 

 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

September 27, 2026                  Our faith is over 2000 years old;                                   11:00 a.m. 

Our thinking is not. 

 

 

 

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST:  

ELEPHANT IN THE PEW   

To be a Christian does not mean to be religious in a particular way...  

but to be a human being. 

                                                           ~ Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Letters and Papers from Prison 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                              

Dr. Greg Taylor, piano 

 

WELCOME                                                                                               The Rev. Melanie Marsh                                                  

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are 

joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 
 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online each Sunday at  

11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. Be sure to follow us on Facebook and Instagram. 

 

CHORAL CALL TO COMMUNITY                                                       

                                                                Goodness of God                                          arr. Jay Rouse 

Chancel Choir with Jon Dadurka, bass; Greg Taylor, piano; 

Rob Shank, Natazha Cumberbatch, guitars; Seth Woods, percussion 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                               The Rev. Megan Smith                                                       
 

    One:  Come, all who are ready to sing and all who are not sure you can. 

    Many:  We come with full hearts and empty ones, with strong faith and thin 

faith, and everything in between. 

One:  Come, you who pray the old words with joy, and you who fall silent, waiting 

for words you can mean. 

    Many:  We come believing; help our unbelief. 

    One:  God does not ask for perfect recitation, but for true hearts. 

    Many:  So we bring the hearts we have questioning, hoping, holding on until the 

blessing comes. 

    One:  Then come, just as you are. Sing or listen. Speak, or keep holy silence. 

    All:   Either way, we are home here. Let us worship God.  
 

*OPENING HYMN                     Enter, Rejoice and Come In 

Enter, rejoice, and come in. Enter, rejoice, and come in. 

Today will be a joyful day; enter, rejoice, and come in. 

Continued… 
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Open your ears to the song. Open your ears to the song. 

Today will be a joyful day; enter, rejoice, and come in. 
 

Open your hearts everyone. Open your hearts everyone. 

Today will be a joyful day; enter, rejoice, and come in. 
 

Don't be afraid of some change. Don't be afraid of some change. 

Today will be a joyful day; enter, rejoice, and come in. 
 

 Enter, rejoice, and come in. Enter, rejoice, and come in. 

Today will be a joyful day; enter, rejoice, and come in. 

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE                                                                                                                                             

    One:  There are no strangers in God’s House, just friends we have not yet met. 

Greet your neighbor with Christian love and let them know that you’re glad  

to see them! And to those worshipping online, we are so very glad you are with us 

as well. Peace be with you.       

    Many:       And also with you.   
 

If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, hug, handshake, smile, or nod to others. 

If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  
 

All children and youth through 12th grade wishing to attend Sunday School  

are invited at this time to exit into the Fellowship Hall.  

Childcare is available for children Pre-K and under in the Education Wing.  
                              

 

*SUNG INTERLUDE                         Halle, Halle, Halleluja!                                                                     

Halle, halle, halle-lujah! Halle, halle, halle-lujah! 

Halle, halle, halle-lujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

 

THE SCRIPTURE LESSON                 Psalm 19:1-4; 14                                              NRSVUE                                

The heavens are telling the glory of God, 

    and the firmament proclaims God’s handiwork. 

Day to day pours forth speech, 

    and night to night declares knowledge. 

There is no speech, nor are there words; 

    their voice is not heard; 
 yet their voice goes out through all the earth 

    and their words to the end of the world. 
 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 

    be acceptable to you, 

    O God, my rock and my redeemer. 
 
 Friends, listen. God is still speaking. 

Thanks be to God! 
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THE MORNING MESSAGE            Elephant in the Pew  

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner  

 

CHORAL RESPONSE                     God is Still Speaking                                       Marty Haugen 

Chancel Choir with Brandon Mowry, soloist; Jon Dadurka, bass; Greg Taylor, piano;  

Rob Shank, guitar; Seth Woods, Zach Bartholomew, Kingston Czajkowski, percussion 
   

At this time, you may text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 

or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com to be included in our morning prayers and our church 

prayer list which is prayed over by the Called to Care Team during the week. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND OUR SAVIOR’S PRAYER  

You are invited to pray in the language and tradition of your choosing. 

Our Creator, who is in heaven, hallowed be Your name. 

Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For Yours is the kingdom, and the power, and glory, forever. Amen. 

 

CHORAL PRAYER RESPONSE          You Will Be Found                                     arr. Mac Huff 

E.L. Losada and Alex Woods, soloists with Vocal Ensemble; Greg Taylor, piano; 

Jon Dadurka, bass; Rob Shank, Natazha Cumberbatch, guitars; 

Zach Bartholomew, synthesizer; Seth Woods, percussion 

 

INVITATION TO GIVE, SERVE, AND BELONG                        
 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 

walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434 or go to our church app. 

You can also give at gablesucc.org/give. 

Offering plates are available at the doors for your gifts as well. 

Thank you for your generosity and support of the work and ministry of Gables UCC. 

 
*THE DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, all creatures here below.  

Praise God above ye heavenly host;  

Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

*THE BENEDICTION          
 

One: May the God who blessed at daybreak bless your holding on; may Christ, who 

honors the honest heart above the empty phrase, receive every word you can say 

and every word you cannot; and may the Spirit carry you, as this community carries 

you, until the words become true in you. 
 

One: You do not have to say it all. You only have to bring your true heart. 
 

    ALL:  We go in peace, trusting God to meet us as we are. Amen. 
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*THE SUNG BENEDICTION                    Alleluia  

As we end our service, you are invited to join hands with your neighbor as an expression of our 

unity in Christ and lift them up in glory to God on the second verse. 
 

*POSTLUDE                          Etude Op.25, No. 6 in G Sharp Minor                                   Chopin 

Dr. Gregory Taylor, piano 
 

Following the service, we invite you to come to the piano to enjoy the postlude. 
 

Please join us in the Fellowship Hall for our Connection Café. A time to connect over 

conversation and refreshments. Visitors, we would LOVE to have you join us! 
 

Those wishing to attend the Sermon Feedback Café, please stay in the sanctuary following 

worship as we discuss today’s message.   

 

TODAY’S BULLETIN COVER 

Entitled, Into This Living, artist Jan Richardson challenges us to enter anew into our living and 

into our world that is so much larger, so much more mysterious than we dreamed. 

 

 

 

A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 

If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we have 

found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a 

place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite you 

into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please contact Pastor 

Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  
 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to places 

around the country and around the world; as well as folks who are actively involved in the church 

who have never set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and beliefs as a 

progressive, open-minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation. Whether an expat or 

“vurcher” (one who attends church virtually each week), please join us each Sunday for worship 

and for other programs and educational experiences online throughout the week.  
 

--------------------------------------------- 
 

TODAY: SERMON FEEDBACK CAFÉ  

Immediately Following Worship in the Sanctuary or Later on Zoom  

Join us for a conversation with Pastor Laurie about her Elephant in the Pew sermon for the day. 

How would you have answered the question? Dissenting views are encouraged! Childcare is 

available.  Vurchers are invited to join Pastor Laurie at 3:00 p.m. over Zoom to discuss her sermon. 

The link is in Laurie’s Lines or by contacting Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482. 

 
TODAY: PACT (PEOPLE ACTING FOR COMMUNITY TOGETHER)  

LISTENING SESSION REGISTRATION  

We are gearing up for the PACT 2026/2027 season! First up, the PACT Listening Sessions. We 

want to hear your concerns so please join us on Sunday, October 4 at 12:30 p.m. The session will 

last about an hour, and a light lunch will be served. Please visit the PACT table in Fellowship Hall 

following the 11:00 service to sign up. 
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TODAY: POSTCARDING WITH THE GREEN CHRISTIANS 

Following 11:00 a.m. worship in the Fellowship Hall 

Environmental Voter Project 

Join the Green Christians in another postcard-writing event after the church service in Fellowship 

Hall. Our goal is to encourage environmentalists who rarely vote to participate more consistently 

in elections. Contact us at greenchristians@gablesucc.org to learn more, share ideas, or get 

involved.  
 

TODAY: SUNDAY SCHOOL ICE CREAM SOCIAL 

For All Families of First– Fifth Graders  

Sunday, September 27 at 12:15 p.m. in the Malaga House  

Join Pastor Megan and members of the Board of Spiritual Formation following Sunday School or 

Children’s Choir Rehearsal. Enjoy connecting with friends and meeting new ones at this Sunday 

School Family mixer! For families with children in First-Fifth Grades. Siblings are welcome!   

 

FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 

Open TODAY 12:00 noon – 1:30 p.m.; Located outside the Fellowship Hall  

Come and shop in support of our justice ministry. Each of your purchases helps artisans in 

developing countries build strong, local economies. These skilled workers are paid fair-living 

wages while crafting sustainable products that do not harm the environment. No child labor is used.  

 

MIDDAY STUDY: WOMEN’S MIDRASH 

Tuesday, September 29 at 12:00 p.m. on Zoom  

Following up on our amazing Womanist Midrash Part One, we will continue this year with the 

second volume. Using the book Womanist Midrash: A Reintroduction to the Women of Joshua, 

Judges, Samuel and Kings by our 2025 Visiting Scholar, Rev. Wil Gafney, PhD.  

As in her successful and widely read first volume, Gafney uses her own translations and offers 

midrashic interpretations of the biblical text rooted in the African American preaching and rabbinic 

traditions to tell the stories of a variety of female characters, many of whom are often overlooked 

and nameless. Contact Pastor Megan at MeganS@gablesucc.org for the Zoom link.   

 

WALKING GROUP 

Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. – Meet Outside Fair Trade 

Join Pastor Megan, church members, and friends for a weekly walk around the Granada Golf 

Course and back, approximately a 5K or three miles. We will meet outside our church’s Fair Trade 

shop on Columbus Blvd. and leave the church together as we begin our walk. Pastor Megan sets a 

brisk pace, but you are always welcome to set your own. Bring a flashlight.   

 

PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT  

Friday, October 2 from 6:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. in the Sunday School Wing 

For PreK 3- 5th Grade 

Parents, need a night out on the town or a “night in” to relax, child-free? Then Parents’ Night Out 

is the church program for you! Drop your child off at church at 6:00p.m. and head out for a night 

on your own! While you are enjoying yourself, your child will be having a social evening at church, 

playing with old and new friends, making crafts, watching a movie, and enjoying some fellowship 

time with Pastor Megan and members of the childcare staff. Pick up is at 9:30 p.m. Cost is $10.00 

per child. Please send their dinner packed in a lunch box for them. Friends, welcome! 

mailto:greenchristians@gablesucc.org
mailto:MeganS@gablesucc.org
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MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP 

Friday, October 2 from 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. in the Malaga House  

Join us on the first Friday of the month for dinner, games, a project to help the church, and a check-

in to support one another. If you have any questions, please contact Rev. Melanie at 

MelanieM@gablesucc.org.  

 

SATURDAY SAUNTER 

Saturday, October 3 at 7:30 a.m. 

Meet Outside Fair Trade on Columbus Avenue 

Join Pastor Megan for a SLOW walk around half of the Granada Golf Course finishing up with 

breakfast at the Le Parc Café on Greenway.  

 

JUST BETWEEN US 

Saturday, October 3 at 9:30 a.m. in the Library  

For women around the ages of mid-20s-40s, join us as we share together the joys and challenges of 

relationships, kids, careers, and all the other things that tug at our hearts and fill our days (and 

nights!). Come, relax among friends, old and new, while supporting one another. Childcare is 

available and a light breakfast as well. If you have any questions, please contact Rev. Melanie 

at MelanieM@gablesucc.org.  

 

MIAMI ACTING COMPANY PRESENTS… 

Anne and Emmett: A One-Act Play by Janet Langhart Cohen 

Benefitting Casa Valentina, a grant recipient of our Justice and Witness Board  

Saturday, October 3 at 7:30 p.m. or Sunday, October 4 at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
 

Anne and Emmett is an imagined conversation between Anne Frank and Emmett Till, two teenagers 

whose lives were tragically cut short by hatred and injustice. In a place called Memory, Anne 

reflects on her years in hiding during the Holocaust, while Emmett shares his story of racial violence 

in the American South. Together, they search for understanding, reconciliation, and hope. Written 

by Janet Langhart Cohen as a call to action against racism and anti-Semitism, this powerful and 

moving play reminds us not only to remember but to act. You may purchase tickets at 

https://gablesucc.org/anne-emmet. Casa Valentina provides intensive life skills and affordable 

housing to former foster care and homeless youth (ages 18-23) as they transition to self-sufficiency. 

 

SACRED CONVERSATION TO END RACISM  

Wednesday, October 7 from 7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. over Zoom  
 

Gables UCC seeks to be a part of the solution to the ongoing scourge of racism in our nation 

and the world. We invite you throughout the year to be a part of a series of conversations for 

gaining insight into the depth of systemic and institutional racism, white privilege, and the 

destructive impact of racial injustice. 
 

The first of these Sacred Conversations for this program year will be on Wednesday, 

October 7 from 7:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m. over Zoom as we discuss the production of Anne and 

Emmet. Please be sure to get your ticket and attend one of the performances (listed 

above) and then join us for thoughtful conversation around this performance. Please register 

in advance for this conversation at the link found in Laurie’s Lines or on our website or 

church app, or by contacting Pastor Laurie.  After registering, you will receive a 

confirmation email containing information about joining the conversation.  

mailto:MelanieM@gablesucc.org
mailto:MelanieM@gablesucc.org
https://gablesucc.org/anne-emmet
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The Big Red OneBlood Bus will be here to receive your life-giving donation of blood for those in 

need. OneBlood is a not-for-profit community asset responsible for providing safe, available, and 

affordable blood to their hospital partners and patients. 

 

NEXT SUNDAY: WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY  

Sunday, October 4 at 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.  

Be with us as we join with Christians around the world in the commemoration of the Lord’s Supper. 

Come and cherish the rich diversity of this congregation as we remember the many lands, peoples, 

cultures, and languages that will surround communion tables around the globe this day and right 

here in our own congregation. Plus, communion bread is provided by our Bread Bakers Group! 

 

ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION  

An Exploration of the Book of Ecclesiastes 

Sunday, October 4 – 25 at 9:45 a.m. in Havighorst Lounge and Zoom 

Join Pastor Megan for an in depth look at the wisdom writings known as the Book of Ecclesiastes, 

found in the First Testament. This book was written in approximately 450 BCE during a time of 

economic growth. Together, we will read and explore the 12 chapters and the sayings that have 

made their way into our everyday language, including wedding ceremonies. Childcare and 

refreshments are always provided. 

 

IMPROV WORKSHOP 

Sunday, October 4 at 12:30 p.m. in Room 5A 

Come join the fun! Led by church member Jeff McNabb, co-founder and artistic director of the 

Parliament Room, a downtown Miami improv group, this gathering offers a welcoming space to 

laugh, connect, and explore the joy of improvisational comedy. No experience is necessary, just 

bring your creativity and a willingness to play! All are welcome. 
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PET BLESSING AND MEMORIAL 

Sunday, October 4 at 2:00 p.m. in the Courtyard 

All pet parents are invited to bring their pets or a picture of them to the church courtyard for a brief 

service of blessing and gratitude for the joy they bring to us.  Following the blessing, there will be 

a special service in the Chapel to remember and give thanks for all the pets who died this past year.  
 

Please note that our Best Friends Memorial Garden, a special area around the statue of St. Francis 

in the Courtyard, has been set aside as a space to memorialize our beloved pets. A plant and 

personalized, etched stone will be placed in memory of your “best friend,” if you wish. You do not 

have to purchase a stone to have your pet remembered at the service. If you do, however, wish to 

have a stone, please contact Ann Pierce Stith at apiercestith@gmail.com.  

 

MEN’S GROUP 

Friday, October 9 at 6:30 p.m. in the Malaga House 

This isn’t your father’s men’s group. Here at Gables UCC, all guys of the church, young and old, 

gay and straight (and everyone in between), are invited for dinner, fellowship, and a laid-back time. 

This month, join us for a potluck this month at the church's guest house: 1207 Malaga Ave. ALL 

ages are welcome. To get more information or a calendar of events, please be in touch with Mark 

Smith at mrsmith103069@gmail.com.  

 

THIRD – FIFTH GRADE SLEEPOVER  

Drop off: Friday, October 9 at 7:00 p.m. 

Pick-up: Saturday, October 10 at 8:30 a.m. 

Join Pastor Megan and the childcare staff for a sleepover at church! Our Third-Fifth graders will 

enjoy a night “in” full of food, fun, and fellowship. Registration is required 

 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP 

Friday, October 9 at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

On the second Friday of each month, we gather in the Fellowship Hall for fun, fellowship, and food. 

This year, there will be line-dancing, manhunt, scavenger hunts, and of course, boxball. Plus, a time 

of checking in with each other, finding ways to support our friends, and sharing what’s on our 

minds. All senior high youth and friends are welcome. If you have any questions, please contact 

Rev. Melanie at MelanieM@gablesucc.org.  

 

SACRED RHYTHMS 

Friday, October 9 from 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. in the Chapel 

Sacred Rhythms is a reference to the rhythms we hold within ourselves:  breath, heart, soul, 

motion…It is a way to become more conscious of God within you and me and fully embody that 

presence in our world. We will co-create a sacred space to connect more fully to ourselves and each 

other. All ages and mobility levels are welcome. Every body is a temple. Dress in clothes you can 

move or be perfectly still in. Led by church member Irene Martinez, OTR/L. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:apiercestith@gmail.com
mailto:mrsmith103069@gmail.com
mailto:MelanieM@gablesucc.org
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CELEBRATING COMING OUT DAY 

Sunday, October 11 at 12:15 p.m. at Pastor Laurie’s Home 

In celebration of National Coming Out Day, our LGBTQ+ church members are warmly invited to 

a special brunch at Pastor Laurie’s home on this day. We will gather in a welcoming and affirming 

space to celebrate coming-out stories, honor each person’s unique journey, and remind one another 

that everyone is a beloved child of God, created with dignity, cherished without exception, and 

welcome just as they are. Whether your story is newly unfolding, long established, still private, or 

uniquely your own, you are invited to join us. Come enjoy good food, supportive fellowship, and 

the joy of being fully known and deeply loved.  

 

I WANT TO DO THAT… 

Jekyll & Hyde  

Thursday, October 15 at the Actor’s Playhouse  

6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. Happy Hour at Actor’s Playhouse  

8:00 p.m. Performance 

Join us as we cheer on our own E.L. from the Chancel Choir as he plays the title character(s) in 

Jekyll & Hyde at the Actor’s Playhouse! We will gather at the theater. Purchase your tickets using 

the button below and Geneviève will have them for you at the theater on October 15. Tickets: 

https://gablesucc.org/product/jekyll-hyde/. 

 

MAKING SENSE OF MIDTERMS: WHAT’S ON YOUR BALLOT? 

Sunday, October 18 from 12:15 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. in Havighorst Lounge.  

Church member and UM Political Science professor Louise Davidson-Schmich will discuss 

what's on the ballot this November and how candidates and ballot initiatives stack up compared to 

Gables UCC priorities. 

 

BOOKS & BOOKS AND GABLES UCC PRESENT… 

Our Shared Story: Reflections on America at 250 

Monday, October 19 at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary  
 

Books & Books Literary Foundation in partnership with the Coral Gables Congregational UCC is 

proud to present a new four-event series, Our Shared Story: Reflections on America at 250. Each 

month, from September to December, South Floridians from different backgrounds will share 

personal reflections on what America at 250 means to them. On October 19 at 7:00 p.m. our panel 

will include Nadege Green, Director of Community Research and Storytelling at the Community 

Justice Project of Black Miami; Sui Chung, Executive Director of Americans for Immigrant 

Justice; Ana Sofia Pelaez, Co-Founder & Executive Director of the Miami Freedom Project; 

moderated by Rev. Dr. Laurie Hafner.   
 

Join us for enlightening conversations with our panels of diverse and esteemed speakers, followed 

by a catered reception at the church venue and post-discussion Q&A. At each month’s event, the 

first fifty attendees will receive a free book related to the evening’s themes.  

 

GIVE MIAMI 5K 

Support Gables UCC on Sunday, November 15 at Maurice A Ferré Park by participating in the 

Give Miami 5K and Festival. To register to run, walk, skip, or dance your way through the Give 

Miami 5K, please be in touch with Elena at ElenaK@gablesucc.org for the link. 100% of proceeds 

from your race registration fee goes toward Gables UCC! Please share with your family and friends.  

mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
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STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and friends, 

filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general church 

business. If you would like to be included, contact Elena at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store or 

Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 

church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena 

Korallis, our Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Weekly, the Called to Care Team receives prayer requests from     church family and friends. Each 

Wednesday at 12:30 p.m., they gather in prayer over Zoom to lift up these prayer requests, to pray 

for the church, and for the needs of the world. If you have a prayer concern to be prayed over by 

Called to Care, you may text it to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email Carol Fifield, the 

Called to Care coordinator at miamifife@gmail.com. 

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION 

We are collecting non-perishable food for our food pantry. We rely on our church members, family, 

and friends to provide the needed donations for the many Miamians suffering with food 

insecurity.  We have created an Amazon wish list to make donating even easier! You can shop 

online at gablesucc.org/pantry. If you prefer to shop in-person, please drop off donations at the 

church reception. Thank you for supporting our neighbors in need! 

INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO KNOW 

How do I become a member of the church? 

If you are interested in “inquiring” about Gables UCC and what it means to be a member of our 

family of faith, please be in touch with Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
https://gablesucc.org/pantry/
mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
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FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO ATTEND, PLEASE SPEAK TO PASTOR LAURIE 



14 
 
 

What if Works 
in association with 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 

Presents… 
 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Life glimpsed through the lens of a wheelchair user. “Sitting Pretty” presents a unique 

seriocomedy as only Rebekah Taussig can deliver. Drawn from her acclaimed memoir “Sitting 

Pretty” and performed by a trio of spirited actors “Sitting Pretty” explores Taussig’s daunting 

task of teaching Disabilities Studies to a class of impossibly disengaged students.  

The result? Equal parts comedy and pathos. 

Featuring Justine Chichester, Shawn Buller and Laquantis Morton. 

Sitting Pretty” promises a theatre experience not to be missed! 
 

                              Friday, October 30, at 6:00 p.m. 

                                  The Gables UCC Sanctuary 

Admission: $15 General  

$10 Seniors, Vets, Students 

Proceeds to benefit Gables UCC outreach programs 

For tickets and information go to www.whatifworks.com. 

http://www.whatifworks.com/
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CORAL GABLES CONGREGATIONAL UCC STAFF DIRECTORY 

305.448.7421 (Extensions listed below) 

 

Ministers 

All Members of the Church 

 

Ministry Team  

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor                      LaurieH@gablesucc.org  ext. 116 

The Rev. Megan Smith, Associate Pastor                             MeganS@gablesucc.org ext. 119 

The Rev. Lisa LeSueur, Assistant Pastor for Congregational and Staff Care  

                                                                                                 LisaL@gablesucc.org  ext. 150   

The Rev. Melanie Marsh, Assistant Pastor for Emerging Generations    

                                                                                                         MelanieM@gablesucc.org 

The Rev. Brandan Robertson, Theologian in Residence  

                                                                                                         br@brandanrobertson.com 

The Rev. Mairolet Vega, Spanish Language Worship                      Mairoletvega@gmail.com  

 

Program Staff                                                           

Mark Hart, Exec. Dir. of the Community Arts Program        MarkH@gablesucc.org  ext. 120 

German Language Worship Information                                GermanMinistry@gablesucc.org 

Brooke Bagnall-Koger, Director of Early Childhood Center              

                                                                                                BrookeB@gablesucc.org ext.315                  

    To contact Early Childhood Center, please call:                                              305.444.9792 

 

Support Staff 

Mariana Broadmeadow, Life Events Coordinator                MarianaB@gablesucc.org ext.114 

Anthony Cabrera, Minister of Liturgical Arts                                             Cabreraa25@att.net 

Kris Coney, Sound Technician                                                                    info@gablesucc.org 

Allen Feldman, Pew Organizer                                           

Elena Garcia and Raul Hernandez, Daily Hospitality Team 

Dr. Charmyn Kirton, Music Ministry Coordinator              CharmynK@gablesucc.org ext. 121 

Elena Korallis, Communications Coordinator                            ElenaK@gablesucc.org ext.113 

Cristina Morales, Children’s Choir Director                                       CristinaM@gablesucc.org 

Seth Patterson, Youth and Adult Bell Choir Director                              smpatter@samford.edu 

Dennis Rodrigues CPA, Business Manager                  DennisR@gablesucc.org ext.130 

Geneviève Savain, Executive Assistant to the Senior Pastor   

                                                                                              GenevieveS@gablesucc.org ext.153                                                  

Dr. Gregory Taylor, Parish Musician                                                          Gregpiano1@aol.com 

  

Maintenance and Custodial Team 

Rene Dominguez (Lead Custodian) 

Jesus Balladares, Eddie Oviedo, and Hortensia Piloto Lopez 

                        
Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 

3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 
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mailto:MarkH@gablesucc.org
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mailto:MarianaB@gablesucc.org
mailto:CharmynK@gablesucc.org
mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
mailto:smpatter@samford.edu
mailto:DennisR@gablesucc.org
mailto:Gregpiano1@aol.com
http://www.gablesucc.org/
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	Thanks be to God!
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