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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, 

you are welcome here! 
 

ALL are welcome to this time and place of worship. 

Know that in this church you are welcome as you are and for who you are. 

As followers of Christ, we are compelled by the Gospel to seek  

reconciliation and wholeness in a world that is all too often an unloving place.  

Therefore, whether you are gay, straight, or in-between;  

whatever your country of origin or ancestry;  

whether you are a believer, a doubter or a seeker;  

in Christ’s love, we welcome you, so that by the power 

of the Holy Spirit we can work together to  

usher in God’s Reign of justice, peace, and mercy. 
 

From wherever you join us today, whether in-person or online,  

please know that the worship of God  

is enhanced because of your presence and participation …. 

 
 

 

 

 

WORSHIP WITH US EACH WEEK 

One Church ~ Three Congregations: 
 

 

9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. - We gather to be engaged in meaningful worship, which feeds our 

spiritual hunger. It is said that each week is a bit different; there is always something that calls us 

to our authentic selves. Join us online at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live.  
 

10:00 a.m. Spanish-Language Worship - Spanish language worship is available each Sunday at 

10:00 a.m. in the Chapel. Under the leadership of Pastora Mairolet Vega, the congregation is a 

warm, supportive, and caring community of those who enjoy worshipping in Spanish.  
 

German Language Worship - If you are part of a German-speaking family or would like to 

worship in German come and join us for services, Bible studies, and cultural activities conducted 

in German. For more information contact germanministry@gablesucc.org. 

 

 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 

3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 

 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

September 13, 2026                  Our faith is over 2000 years old;                                   11:00 a.m. 

Our thinking is not. 

 

 
 

SPIRIT SUNDAY  

Our foundation is not a building, an institution, or an unchanging set of answers.  

Our foundation is the living Christ: the way of love, justice, mercy, and courageous hope.  

The church is not simply the stones that surround us; 

 the church is the people God is continually shaping into a spiritual home. 
 

GATHERING MUSIC                             Jazz Selections  

Zach Bartholomew, piano; Jon Dadurka, bass; Seth Woods, percussion 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                        

The Rev. Megan Smith 
 

         Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are 

joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 
 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online each Sunday at  

11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. Be sure to follow us on Facebook and Instagram. 

 

PRELUDE                                                I Go to the Rock                                    arr. Phillip Allen 

Katie Martinez, flute; Crystal Cabrera, Eric Mowry, clarinets; James Drayton, oboe; 

Charlayne Thompkins, bass clarinet; Jon Jared Nyangoro, alto sax; Yianni Iliadis, piano; 

Jon Dadurka, bass; Seth Woods, percussion; Rob Shank, Natazha Cumberbatch, guitars; 

Zach Bartholomew, synthesizer; Melissa Lesniak, Janet Copeland, violins; Gabi Huget, viola; 

Tadao Hermida Ita, cello; Francisco Dimas, Jesus Mato, trumpets; Seth Patterson, horn; 

Dante Luciani, Miles Fielder, trombones 
 

OPENING WORDS 

The Rev. Melanie Marsh 
 

CHORAL CALL TO COMMUNITY                                                       

                                                                 From Living Stones                         Martin and Angerman 

Vocal Ensemble with Yianni Iliadis, piano 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                               

The Rev. Lisa LeSueur 
 

    One:  Long ago, faithful people dreamed of a church in this place. 

    ALL:  We honor their courage, labor, generosity, and hope. 

    One:  They laid a cornerstone and raised these walls, trusting that generations yet 

unknown would gather here. 

    ALL:  We are the descendants of their hope. 
 

Continued… 
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    One:   But God does not dwell only in buildings made by human hands. 

    ALL:   God makes a home among people who practice love. 

    One:   We come as living stones, each with a different shape, story, gift, and calling. 

    ALL:   The Spirit joins us together without making us all the same. 

    One:   Our foundation is not fear, certainty, custom, or stone. 

    ALL:   Our foundation is Christ’s way of compassion, justice, mercy, and  

 transforming love. 

    One:   Let us honor the past without being bound by it. 

    ALL:   Let us celebrate the present without taking it for granted. 

    One:  Let us build God’s future with courage and joy. 

    All:  Come, Holy Spirit! Shape us, join us, and build among us a house of love.  
 

*HYMN             Fanfare and Concertato on "The Church's One Foundation"   arr. Paige and Nix   

Chancel Choir and Congregation with Adult Handbell Choir; Yianni Iliadis, piano; 

Francisco Dimas, Jesus Mato, trumpets; Dante Luciani, Miles Fielder, trombones 
 

Choir:  

Christ the Lord is worthy of praise. Alleluia! 

Sing to the Lord. 

Christ, the Author of our faith. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Christ the sure foundation! 
 

Congregation:  

The Church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord; 

She is His new creation, by water and the Word; 

From heav’n He came and sought her to be His holy bride, 

With His own blood He bought her, and for her life He died. 
 

Elect from ev’ry nation, yet one o’er all the earth, 

Her charter of salvation, one Lord, one faith, one birth; 

One holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food, 

And to one hope she presses, with ev’ry grace endued. 
 

‘Mid toil and tribulation and tumult of her war, 

She waits the consummation of peace forever more; 

Till with the vision glorious, her longing eyes are blest, 

And Christ’s great church victorious will be the church at rest. 
 

Yet she on earth has union with God, the Three in One, 

And mystic sweet communion with God whose rest is won; 

O happy ones and holy! Lord give us grace that we, 

Like them, the meek and lowly, on high may dwell with Thee. 
 

Choir: Alleluia! Alleluia! Amen! Amen! 
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*PASSING OF THE PEACE                                                                               

One: When builders place stones together, they do not erase their differences. They find 

ways for each stone to belong, to support and be supported by the others. The peace 

of Christ is the holy work of seeing one another, receiving one another, and making 

room for one another. Today, as you share the peace, you are invited to greet 

someone you know and someone you do not yet know with the words, “Peace be 

with you.” 

Many:       And also with you.   
 

If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, hug, handshake, smile, or nod to others. 

If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  
 

At this time all children are invited forward for a special message.  

 

SUNG INTERLUDE                       Halle, Halle, Halleluja!  
 

Halle, halle, halle-lujah! Halle, halle, halle-lujah! 

Halle, halle, halle-lujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
                              

 

CHILDREN’S ANTHEM                       Living Stones                                          Michael Schmid 

Children's Choir with Zach Bartholomew, piano; Jon Dadurka, bass; Seth Woods, percussion 

 

A MESSAGE FOR CHILDREN (OF ALL AGES) 

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner 
 

All children in kindergarten wishing to attend Sunday School are invited following 

 the message to exit into the Fellowship Hall. 

Childcare is available for children pre-K and under in the Education Wing.  
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON                       I Corinthians 3:9-11 

We work together as partners serving God, and you are the community God is cultivating and 

building. Through the grace God gave me, I laid the foundation like a skilled builder, and now 

others are continuing the work. But everyone must be careful about how they build, because there 

is only one true foundation and that foundation is Jesus Christ. 
 

Friends, listen. God is still speaking.  

Thanks be to God! 

 

INTRODUCTION  

 

HONORING OUR PAST  

Deborah Paris (Council Secretary) and Dana Viggiano (Honorary Member of Council) 
 

One: Who are we? 

ALL: We are living stones! 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE                              Cornerstone                                         Shawn Kirchner 

Chancel Choir with Jade Espina, Brandon Mowry, Naysa Marrero-Pruzaesky, 

Nicole Bartholomew, Allison Field, soloists; Zach Bartholomew, piano 
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CELEBRATING OUR PRESENT  

Lourdes Montoto (Council Member at Large) and Mark Smith (Church Vice-Moderator)  
 

One: Who are we? 

ALL: We are living stones! 

 

THE RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS  
 

INTRODUCTIONS AND OPENING WORDS  
 

PROMISES OF THE NEW MEMBERS  
 

WORDS OF THANKSGIVING  
 

*PROMISES OF THE CHURCH FAMILY  
 

*CONGREGATIONAL WELCOME  

We welcome you with joy into our community of faith. We promise that when we walk 

through these doors, we will treat each other like family and as beloved children of God. We 

believe that we are stronger united together than as individuals, so we pledge to share our 

support in the work to which we feel called: striving for peace and justice among all people, 

protecting and restoring the integrity of all God's creation, and bringing hope to those most 

vulnerable.  
 

WORDS OF WELCOME AND PROCLAMATION  

Mark Smith, church vice- moderator 
 

HYMN FOR CHOIR AND CONGREGATION  

                                                              We Are the Church                               arr.  Nick Robertson 

Congregation may remain seated 
 

Chancel Choir and Congregation with Charmyn Kirton, soloist; Yianni Iliadis, piano; 

Zach Bartholomew, synthesizer; Jon Jared Nyangoro, alto sax; Katie Martinez, flute; 

Crystal Cabrera, Eric Mowry, clarinets; Charlayne Thompkins, bass clarinet; 

James Drayton, oboe; Francisco Dimas, Jesus Mato, trumpets; Seth Patterson, horn; 

Dante Luciani, Miles Fielder, trombones; Melissa Lesniak, Janet Copeland, violins; Gabi Huget, 

viola; Tadao Hermida Ito, cello; Natazha Cumberbatch, Rob Shank, guitars; Jon Dadurka, bass; 

Seth Woods, percussion 
 

Choir: From the dawning of creation when God separated light from dark 

God’s been calling us as children 

To live as people set apart 

Above the doubts and fears we know we’re not alone 

For we have claimed God’s promise as our own 
 

Chorus: We are the church, a blessed generation,  

called to be a faithful people, called to be a holy nation.  

We’ll take the message of God’s love all across the earth. 
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We’ve been called out, we are the church 

It’s a narrow road we travel on the journey for the pure in heart 

And by the word God leads us reaching out to where we are 

Encouraging our faith, showing us, what life can be 

God’s calling us to welcome everyone 
 

Repeat Chorus 
 

We stand beside all people, building worlds of love 

God’s spirit is alive and living deep inside of us 
 

Choir and Congregation: We are the church, a blessed generation 

Called to be a faithful people, called to be a holy nation 

We’ll take the message of God’s love all across the earth 

We’ve been called out, we are the church (Repeat) 
 

We’ve been called out, we are the church 

We’ve been called out, we are the church 

We are the church! 

 

BUILDING GOD’S FUTURE 

Brian, Jenny and Maureen Carson 
 

One: Who are we? 

ALL: We are living stones! 

 

SUNG RESPONSE FOR CHOIR AND CONGREGATION  

In the Midst of New Dimensions 
 

Choir: In the midst of new dimensions, in the face of changing ways. 

Who will lead the pilgrim peoples wandering in their separate ways? 
  

Through the flood of starving people, warring factions and despair, 

Who will lift the olive branches? Who will light the flame of care? 
  

God of rainbow, fiery pillar, leading where the eagles soar, 

We your people, ours the journey now and ever, now and evermore. 
  

As we stand a world divided by our own self-seeking schemes, 

Grant that we, your global village, might envision wider dreams. 
  

God of rainbow, fiery pillar, leading where the eagles soar, 

We your people, ours the journey now and ever. 

God is speaking. Now and evermore. 
  

We are made in God’s own image, all persuasions, old and young, 

Each a gift in your creation, each a love song to be sung. 
  

God of rainbow, fiery pillar, leading where the eagles soar, 

We your people, ours the journey now and ever, now and ever, now and evermore. 
 

 Continued… 
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Congregation, please stand as you are able. 
 

Congregation: Should the threats of dire predictions cause us to withdraw in pain 

May your blazing phoenix spirit resurrect the church again. 

God of rainbow, fiery pillar, leading where the eagles soar, 

We your people, ours the journey now and ever, now and ever, now and evermore. 
 

Choir: God is speaking! God is speaking! God is speaking evermore! 
  

*CLOSING RESPONSE  

    One: We honor our past.  

    ALL:   We give thanks for those who built before us. 

    One:  We celebrate our present.  

    ALL:  We rejoice in the Spirit alive among us. 

    One:  We build God's future.  

    ALL:  On the firm foundation of Jesus Christ, our cornerstone. Amen! 
 

At this time, you are invited to process out of the front doors of the sanctuary for the rededication 

of the church cornerstone. Please be sure to take your stone with you and place it in the container 

as a symbol of being a living stone.  

 

*POSTLUDE                              We've Come This Far By Faith                                  Mark Hayes 

Chancel Choir with Anthony Cabrera, soloist; Francisco Dimas, Jesus Mato, trumpets;  

Dante Luciani, Miles Fielder, trombones; Zach Bartholomew, synthesizer; Yianni Iliadis, piano; 

Katie Martinez, flute; Jon Dadurka, bass; Rob Shank, Andy Godley, guitars;  

Charlayne Thompkins, bass clarinet; Seth Woods, percussion 

 

 

SERVICE OF REDEDICATION OF THE CHURCH CORNERSTONE 

 

OPENING WORDS OF GRATITUDE  

 

LITANY OF REDEDICATION  

One:  In the year of our Lord 1924, the people of this congregation set this stone as the 

cornerstone of this sanctuary. They laid it in faith. They laid it in hope. They laid it 

for us. 

    ALL:  We receive their gift with gratitude. 

    One:  This stone has borne the weight of these walls for more than a century. It has held 

through storms and seasons. It reminds us that every strong structure requires a 

solid foundation. 

    ALL:  Our foundation is Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today, and forever. 

    One:  In a world of shifting sand, false teachings, uncertain values, and restless hearts, 

God has made this church a place of stability, truth, and love. 

    ALL:  Here we stand firm. Here we proclaim Christ’s love.  Here we welcome all. 
 

Continued… 
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One  We now rededicate this cornerstone: to the glory of God, to the memory of those 

who laid it, to the faithfulness and service of this present generation, and to the hope 

of generations yet unborn. 

ALL:  We rededicate this cornerstone. We rededicate this church. We rededicate 

ourselves. 

One:  Let us pray. God of ages, you are the rock beneath our feet and the builder of our 

lives. Bless this stone and the house that rests upon it. Bless the living stones 

gathered beside it. May all that we build be true, and may all we do endure through 

your Holy Name.  

    ALL:  Amen! 
 

 

THE DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, all creatures here below.  

Praise God above ye heavenly host;  

Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION  

Following the service, please join us in the Fellowship Hall for our Cornerstone Café and lunch.  

Visitors, we would LOVE to have you join us! 

 

WITH GRATITUDE TO THOSE WHO RENOVATED OUR CORNERSTONE 
 

Cleaning of the Cornerstone: 

Michael Davidson-Schmich 

Thomas Carney 

Michael Maxwell 

 

Cornerstone Design 

Michael Maxwell - conceptual design 

William Hamilton Arthur - final design  

 

Cornerstone Numbers Donation 

William Hamilton Arthur 

 

Cornerstone Numbers Installation 

Martin Palm  
 

 

 

 

 

The flowers that grace our chancel this morning are given in loving memory of 

 Mike Phang by his family.  
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A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 

If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we have 

found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a 

place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite you 

into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please contact Pastor 

Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  
 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to places 

around the country and around the world; as well as folks who are actively involved in the church 

who have never set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and beliefs as a 

progressive, open-minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation. Whether an expat or 

“vurcher” (one who attends church virtually each week), please join us each Sunday for worship 

and for other programs and educational experiences online throughout the week.  
 

No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey, you are welcome here. 

 

 

 

 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and friends, 

filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general church 

business. If you would like to be included, contact Elena at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 
TODAY: PACT (PEOPLE ACTING FOR COMMUNITY TOGETHER) TABLE 

We are gearing up for the PACT 2026/2027 season! First up, the PACT Listening Sessions. We 

want to hear your concerns so please join us for one of these important sessions. They will be 

held in person on Sundays, September 20 at 12:30 p.m. and October 4 at 12:30 p.m. The sessions 

will last about an hour, and a light lunch will be served. Please visit the PACT table in Fellowship 

Hall following the 11:00 service to sign up. 

 
FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 

Open TODAY 12:00 noon – 1:30 p.m.; Located outside the Fellowship Hall  

Come and shop in support of our justice ministry. Each of your purchases helps artisans in 

developing countries build strong, local economies. These skilled workers are paid fair-living 

wages while crafting sustainable products that do not harm the environment. No child labor is used.  

 
TODAY: EXPATS AND VURCHERS GATHERING 

Sunday, September 13 at 3:00 p.m. via Zoom  

Whether you are living across the Pond, on the Gulf of Mexico, in the Carolinas, or the 

hinterlands of the East or West Coast, please join our special fellowship and support group.   
 

We gather from around the world to check in with our Gables UCC members and friends living 

outside of South Florida. Whether you have been a former member or friend of the church and have 

moved away, or have found a home with us virtually, we invite you to be connected through 

this special group just for you. Email Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org for the Zoom link.  

 

 

mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
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SERVE AT CHAPMAN PARTNERSHIP 

Sunday, September 13 from 4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.  

1550 North Miami Avenue, Miami, FL 33136 

Join members of Gables UCC in serving a meal for residents at the downtown location of Chapman 

Partnership, a shelter for people experiencing homelessness. We will carpool from the church at 

4:00 p.m. or you can meet us there, serve at 5:00 p.m., and then we will help clean up. This is a 

wonderful opportunity to serve our community and to build relationships with fellow Gables UCC 

members. To RSVP, please contact Zilkia-Marie at zdeni001@gmail.com.   

 

OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store or 

Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 

church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena 

Korallis, our Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 
PRAYER REQUESTS 

Weekly, the Called to Care Team receives prayer requests from     church family and friends. Each 

Wednesday at 12:30 p.m., they gather in prayer over Zoom to lift up these prayer requests, to pray 

for the church, and for the needs of the world. If you have a prayer concern to be prayed over by 

Called to Care, you may text it to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email Carol Fifield, the 

Called to Care coordinator at miamifife@gmail.com. 

 

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION  

We are collecting non-perishable food for our food pantry. We rely on our church members, family, 

and friends to provide the needed donations for the many Miamians suffering with food 

insecurity.  We have created an Amazon wish list to make donating even easier! You can shop 

online at gablesucc.org/pantry. If you prefer to shop in-person, please drop off donations at the 

church reception. Thank you for supporting our neighbors in need! 

 

mailto:zdeni001@gmail.com
mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
https://gablesucc.org/pantry/
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INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO KNOW 

How do I become a member of the church? 

If you don’t want to check your mind at the church door...  

If you want religion with relevancy… 

If you’ve wished for an open and embracing community of faith to nurture your spirit, 

 grow your faith, and to raise your family… 
 

Then we warmly invite you to help us build the family of Gables UCC. 
 

If you are interested in “inquiring” about Gables UCC and what it means to be a member of our 

family of faith, please be in touch with Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 

COMMUNITY ARTS PROGRAM SATURDAY MUSIC CLASSES 

Our multi-award-winning Community Arts Program (CAP) Conservatory and Miami Jazz 

Institute is now accepting CAP Saturday Music Classes applications for the 2026-2027 season. 

Students, ages 5 through 18, interested in developing exceptional musical, technical, and 

performance skills on their chosen instrument—any instrument, including voice—are encouraged 

to apply!  Classes are at Gables UCC. For more information, call Mark Hart, CAP Executive and 

Artistic Director, at 305.448.7421, ext. 120.  
 

BOOKS & BOOKS AND GABLES UCC PRESENT… 

Our Shared Story: Reflections on America at 250 

Monday, September 14 at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary  
 

Books & Books Literary Foundation in partnership 

with the Coral Gables Congregational UCC is proud 

to present a new four-event series, Our Shared 

Story: Reflections on America at 250. Each month, 

from September to December, South Floridians 

from different backgrounds will share personal 

reflections on what America at 250 means to them.  

 

In a country often defined by its divisions, Our 

Shared Story is a space where the variety of 

American experience becomes a source of 

connection rather than separation. Join us afterward 

for a reception with the speakers. At each event, the 

first fifty attendees present will receive a free book 

related to the evening's themes. 
 

 

On Monday, September 14, at 7:00 p.m. following a welcome from Mitchell Kaplan, Founder of 

Books & Books, and introductory remarks by The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor of 

Gables UCC, this month's speakers will include Rabbi Judith Siegal, senior rabbi at Temple Judea; 

Dr. Mohammad Homayounvash, Founding Director of Jaffer Institute for Interfaith Dialogue at 

MDC/ Lecturer at UM and FIU; and the Rev. Walter T. Richardson, PhD, Police Chaplain 

Coordinator/ Miami-Dade Sheriff’s Office. Accompanying as moderator is Lauren Costantino, 

religion reporter for the Miami Herald. Free and open to the public. 

 

mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

Monday, September 14 at 6:30 p.m. in the Church Library  

We gather to create beautiful prayer shawls to share with members of our church family who are 

ill or starting a new chapter in their lives. You do not have to know how to knit or crochet – someone 

will teach you. This month, we will gather at 6:30 p.m. in the room next to the church library and 

then at 7:00 p.m., we will go into the sanctuary where a pew will be reserved for us to attend the 

Books & Books and Gables UCC Event: Our Shared Story: Reflections on America at 250. We 

will continue our knitting or crocheting there. If you are looking for a ministry of prayer and care 

for others, this may be it. Come and help wrap someone in God’s love by creating a beautiful prayer 

shawl.    

 

MIDDAY STUDY: WOMEN’S MIDRASH 

Tuesdays, September 15 and 29 at 12:00 p.m. on Zoom  

Following up on our amazing Womanist Midrash Part One, we will continue this year with the 

second volume. Using the book Womanist Midrash: A Reintroduction to the Women of Joshua, 

Judges, Samuel and Kings by our 2025 Visiting Scholar, Rev. Wil Gafney, PhD.  

This second volume focuses on women and girls in Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings. As in her 

successful and widely read first volume, Gafney uses her own translations and offers midrashic 

interpretations of the biblical text rooted in the African American preaching and rabbinic traditions 

to tell the stories of a variety of female characters, many of whom are often overlooked and 

nameless. Grounded in rigorous scholarship, this volume employs solid womanist and feminist 

approaches to biblical interpretation and the sociohistorical culture of the ancient Afro-Asiatic 

world, expanding conversations of and about biblical interpretation. Contact Pastor Megan at 

MeganS@gablesucc.org for the Zoom link.   

 

WALKING GROUP 

Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. – Meet Outside Fair Trade 

Join Pastor Megan, church members, and friends for a weekly walk around the Granada Golf 

Course and back, approximately a 5K or three miles. We will meet outside our church’s Fair Trade 

shop on Columbus Blvd. and leave the church together as we begin our walk. Pastor Megan sets a 

brisk pace, but you are always welcome to set your own. Friends are always welcome! Bring a 

flashlight.   

 

AN INVITATION TO THE CHURCH FAMILY 

From Nikki Bartholomew, church soloist  

Knight Center for Music Innovation, Newman Recital Hall 
 

On Thursday, September 17 at 7:30 p.m., I am giving the first of three talks in the UM 

Musicology Department's annual Cooper Lecture series. The theme for this year is music and 

community, and my colleagues have asked me to give our in-house lecture on my work with Gables 

UCC. I'm going to talk about the Pride Sunday content from chapter five of my dissertation. The 

event is free and open to the public. I would love to have a community of Gables UCC folks there 

to support me and the work of our church.   

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:MeganS@gablesucc.org
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SISTERS ON SOJOURN  

Saturday, September 19 at 9:30 a.m. at Malaga House  

We’re back! Following our long summer break, we will gather once again as women of all ages 

and backgrounds to be a part of this relaxed and easy-going group with no rules, no dues, no 

officers. We are women coming together to hear each other’s stories, provide support and 

encouragement, and to occasionally learn something. So, pull on a pair of jeans and your favorite 

sweatshirt and join us at church for a little breakfast (if you have time, please bring something for 

the breakfast bar) and the chance to be in solidarity and community with a great group of women. 

If you wish to be added to the Sisters on Sojourn email list for announcements about upcoming 

meetings, please email Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 

NEXT SUNDAY: ELEPHANT IN THE PEW 

You sure had a lot of questions this year! So much so, that we have added two more Sundays 

to Pastor Laurie's annual Elephant in the Pew sermon series. As always, these questions are 

thoughtful, challenging, and intriguing. Perhaps ones that hit right where you are questioning your 

own faith.  Then stick around in the Sanctuary for an in-person conversation with Pastor Laurie 

about her Elephant in the Pew sermon for the day. How would you have answered the question 

submitted by a church member? Do you see things differently? Dissenting views are encouraged! 

You may sign your child in for childcare in Room 3 after worship.  

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL PLAY DATE AND ICE CREAM 

For Families with Infants-Kindergarteners 

Sunday, September 20 at 12:15 p.m. in the Playground 

Let’s get to know other young families with a playdate following worship in our Early Childhood 

Center playground. Parents are invited to head over to the playground with their little ones for a 

time to explore and enjoy the space. Ice cream, non-dairy ice cream, and juice boxes will be 

provided. For the safety of our children, parents must be present. Older siblings are welcome.    

 

IMPROV WORKSHOP 

Sunday, September 20 at 12:30 p.m. in Room 5A 

Come join the fun! Led by church member Jeff McNabb, co-founder and artistic director of the 

Parliament Room, a downtown Miami improv group, this gathering offers a welcoming space to 

laugh, connect, and explore the joy of improvisational comedy. No experience is necessary, just 

bring your creativity and a willingness to play! All are welcome. 

 

SOULS TO THE VOTER ROLLS  

Next Sunday, September 20 at Gables UCC 

Verify Your Voter Registration or Register to Vote 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Laurieh@gablesucc.org
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