
1 
 

 

 

 

 

 



2 
 

 

In this church you are welcome as you are and for who you are. 

 

As people of faith, we are compelled by the Gospel to seek  

reconciliation and wholeness in a world that is all too often an unloving place.  

Therefore, whether you are gay, straight, or in-between;  

whatever your country of origin or ancestry;  

whether you are a believer, a doubter or a seeker;  

in Christ’s love, we welcome you, so that by the power 

of the Holy Spirit we can work together to  

usher in God’s Reign of justice, peace, and mercy. 

 

Please know that our worship is enhanced because of your presence and participation… 

 

 
 

 

 

TODAY’S BULLETIN COVER  

 

The Good Shepherd Caring for a Sheep by Sadao Watanabe, Japan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 

3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 

 

 

 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

April 26, 2026                           Our faith is over 2000 years old;                                   11:00 a.m. 

Our thinking is not. 
 

 

 

 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

“The mere presence of the shepherd puts the sheep at peace. When the shepherd is near, they 

don't panic, and they don't fight. They can lay down in peaceful slumber.  

                                                                                              ~James Collins 

 

 

 

*Original Student Compositions  

 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                            Dew Point *                           Gustavo Merchan Mendes 

                                                             Bluis *                                                      Luis Gomez 

                                                         Turbulence                                                   Dan Strange  

                                                          Josephine                        Wayne King & Burke Bivens 

                                                                                                                           arr. Dan Strange 

 

Community Arts Program (CAP) Jazz Ensemble PLUS 

Dan Strange, CAP Teaching Artist 

 
WELCOME                                                                                                  

The Rev. Melanie Marsh  
 

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are 

joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 
 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online each Sunday at  

11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. Be sure to follow us on Facebook and Instagram. 

 

CHORAL CALL TO COMMUNITY          

                                                           You There in the Back Row                                  Cy Coleman 

Analysse Garcia, CAP Voice Student 

 

*THE CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                       

    One:  Come, you who are called by name. Come and listen for the voice of love. 

    Many:  We are listening for the One who leads us to life. 

    One:  Many voices call out, but we listen for the Good Shepherd,  

    Many:  who leads us in the way of peace, justice and abundant life. 

    ALL:  We come to follow Christ’s way and to live fully in God’s love.     

   

Please remain standing for the opening hymn. 
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*OPENING HYMN              Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us  
 

Savior, like a shepherd lead us, much we need your tender care; 

In Thy pleasant pastures feed us, for our use your folds prepare: 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have bought us, yours we are; 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have bought us, yours we are. 
 

We are yours, in love befriend us, be the guardian of our way; 

Keep your flock, from sin defend us, seek us when we go astray: 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, hear, hear your children when we pray; 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, hear, hear your children when we pray. 
 

Let us always seek your favor; let us always do your will: 

Jesus Christ our only Savior, with your love our spirits fill. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have loved us, love us still; 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have loved us, love us still; 
 

*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE                              

    One: Friends, we are one flock, held in love and care. In Christ, we are gathered,  

guided and made one. Let us share Christ’s peace with one another. May the  

peace of the Good Shepherd be with you. 

    ALL:      And also with you.   

Please share words of peace and welcome with those around you. 

At this time, we invite all children and youth through 5th grade wishing to attend  

Sunday School to exit into the Fellowship Hall.  

Childcare is available for children Pre-K and under in the Arts and Education Wing. 
 

 

INTERLUDE                           Windows                                                  Chick Corea          

       arr. CAP Jazz Ensemble PLUS 
 

                                                      CAP Jazz Ensemble PLUS 

 

THE GOSPEL LESSON                        John 10:1-10                  The Message 

Jesus said: “Let me set this before you as plainly as I can. If a person climbs over or through the 

fence of a sheep pen instead of going through the gate, you know he’s up to no good—a sheep 

rustler! The shepherd walks right up to the gate. The gatekeeper opens the gate to him and the 

sheep recognize his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he gets 

them all out, he leads them and they follow because they are familiar with his voice. They won’t 

follow a stranger’s voice but will scatter because they aren’t used to the sound of it.” 
 

Jesus told this simple story, but they had no idea what he was talking about. So he tried again. 

“I’ll be explicit, then. I am the Gate for the sheep. All those others are up to no good—sheep 

rustlers, every one of them. But the sheep didn’t listen to them. I am the Gate. Anyone who goes 

through me will be cared for—will freely go in and out, and find pasture. A thief is only there to 

steal and kill and destroy. I came so they can have real and abundant life, more and better life 

than they ever dreamed of. 
 

Friends, listen. God is still speaking. 

Thanks be to God! 
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RESPONSE TO THE WORD               Reminiscence *                                      Josh Achenbaum 

CAP Jazz Ensemble PLUS 

 

THE MORNING MESSAGE         

The Rev. Megan Smith 

 

GIFT OF MUSIC                                       True Light                                              Keith Hampton 

Chancel Choir with Greg Jackson, soloist; Greg Taylor, piano; Seth Woods, percussion 
                                     

At this time, you may text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 

or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com to be included in this morning’s prayers and on 

the church prayer list which is prayed over by the Called to Care Team during the week. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE        

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner 

 

 OUR SAVIOR’S PRAYER 

You are welcome to use the language or words of your tradition or choice. 
 

Our Creator, who is in heaven,  

hallowed be Your name. 

Your kingdom come,  

Your will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For Yours is the kingdom, and the power, and glory, forever. Amen. 

 

INSTRUMENTAL PRAYER RESPONSE  

                                                                         Country                                                   Keith Jarrett 

           CAP Jazz Ensemble PLUS 
 

 

CLOSING WORDS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                  

The Rev. Lisa LeSueur 
 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 

walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text GABLESUCC” 

to 833.245.6434 or go to our church app. You may also give at gablesucc.org/give. 

For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are at the doors. 

 

*THE DOXOLOGY  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, all creatures here below. 

Praise God above ye heavenly host;  

Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

 

Please remain standing for the benediction. 
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*BENEDICTION  

One:  Go now, held in the care of the One who knows your name and calls you into life. 

Walk in trust, listening for the voice that leads you toward justice, compassion, and 

peace. And may you go freely; nourished, guided, and renewed— living the 

abundant life meant for all. 

 Many: Amen  

 

*THE SUNG BENEDICTION                     Alleluia  

As we end our service, you are invited to join hands with your neighbor as an expression of our 

unity in Christ and lift them up in glory to God on the second verse. 
     

We invite you to be seated for our postlude. 

     
POSTLUDE                                               Empanadas *                                             Jose De Lara 

CAP Jazz Ensemble PLUS 
 

Following worship this morning, please join us in the Fellowship Hall for our Connection Café.  

A time to connect over conversation and refreshments. 

 Visitors, we would LOVE to have you join us! 

 

 

 

 

A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 

If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we have 

found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a 

place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite you 

into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please contact Pastor 

Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  
 

No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey, you are welcome here. 

 

TODAY… 
 

HIGH SCHOOL SUNDAY FUNDAY  

TODAY, Sunday, April 26  

All 9th-12th graders are invited to join us for a delicious meal at the Cheesecake Factory. We 

will meet outside the Fair Trade Shop at 1:30 p.m. and take the church shuttle to the restaurant.  For 

more information, please be in touch with Rev. Melanie.  

 

PALESTINIAN NAKBA WORKSHOP 

Sunday, April 26 at 12:30 p.m. in Havighorst Lounge 

Join us to learn about the Nakba (catastrophe in Arabic) and how it continues to this day. The 

workshop includes visuals, images, text, and archives from before and during the Nakba. A 

light, Middle East themed lunch will be provided by our local Muslim community friends. Led by 

Donna Nevel, a community psychologist and educator, she is co-director of PARCEO, a research 

and education center. She is a member of Jewish Voice for Peace South Florida, JVP So FL and 

the South Florida Coalition for Palestine and is a long-time organizer for justice.  
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TRAINING IN COMPASSION  

For those already registered for this training, please note that TODAY we will meet in the Malaga 

House (1207 Malaga, next to the pre-school), at 12:15 p.m. For more information, please contact 

Stephan Eberhagen at stephan@eberhagen.de.  

 

FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 

Open TODAY 12:00 noon – 1:30 p.m.  

Located outside the Fellowship Hall  

Come and shop in support of our justice ministry. Each of your purchases helps artisans in 

developing countries build strong, local economies. These skilled workers are paid fair-living 

wages while crafting sustainable products that do not harm the environment. No child labor is used.  

 

 

 

INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO KNOW 

How do I become a member of the church? 

If you’ve wished for an open and embracing community of faith to nurture your spirit, 

grow your faith, and to raise your family… 

Then we warmly invite you to help us build the family of Gables UCC. 
 

If you are interested in “inquiring” about Gables UCC and what it means to be a member of our 

family of faith, please be in touch with Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and friends, 

filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general church 

business. If you would like to be included, contact Elena at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 

OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store or 

Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 

church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena 

Korallis, our Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Weekly, the Called to Care Team receives prayer requests from     church family and friends. Each 

Wednesday at 12:30 p.m., they gather in prayer over Zoom to lift up these prayer requests, to pray 

for the church, and for the needs of the world. If you have a prayer concern to be prayed over by 

Called to Care, you may text it to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email Carol Fifield, the 

Called to Care coordinator at miamifife@gmail.com. 

 
FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION  

We are collecting non-perishable food for our food pantry. We rely on our church members, family, 

and friends to provide the needed donations for the many Miamians suffering with food 

insecurity.  We have created an Amazon wish list to make donating even easier! You can shop 

online here: https://gablesucc.org/pantry/ If you prefer to shop in-person, please drop off donations 

at the church reception. Thank you for supporting our neighbors in need!  

mailto:stephan@eberhagen.de
mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
https://gablesucc.org/pantry/
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LOTUS HOUSE COLLECTION 

A Sunday School Outreach Project 

Our Sunday School children and youth are supporting Lotus House Homeless Shelter in Overtown. 

Every month, they collect a different item that the women, children, or LGBT+ youth need. In 

April, they are collecting full-size body wash and bars of soap.  Children may bring donations with 

them to Sunday School. You may leave donations at the reception desk or ship to Pastor Megan.  

 

MIDDAY STUDY: WOMEN OF THE TORAH 

Tuesday, April 28 at 12:00 on Zoom 

Using the book Womanist Midrash: A Reintroduction to the Women of the Torah and the Throne by 

our 2025 Visiting Scholar, Rev. Wil Gafney, PhD, we explore the stories of the women in the 

Torah. Womanist Midrash is an in-depth and creative exploration of the well- and lesser-known 

women of the Hebrew Scriptures. Using her own translations, Rev. Gafney offers a midrashic 

interpretation of the biblical text that is rooted in the African American preaching tradition to tell 

the stories of a variety of female characters, many of whom are often overlooked and nameless. 

The Zoom link is available from Pastor Megan at MeganS@gablesucc.org. 

 
WHAT COMES AFTER NO KINGS? 

An Evening of Education, Action, and Organizing  

Tuesday, April 28 at 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

Register at ACTIONNETWORK.ORG/EVENTS/AFTERNOKINGS 

This event answers the question many people will be asking after No Kings: what comes next? The 

evening is designed to turn energy into action by giving attendees practical tools to protect 

themselves, support vulnerable communities, engage civically, and stay involved beyond a single 

rally.  
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WALKING GROUP 

Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. ~ Meet Outside Fair Trade 

Join Pastor Megan, church members, and friends for a weekly walk around the Granada Golf 

Course and back, approximately a 5K or three miles. We will meet outside our church’s Fair Trade 

shop on Columbus Blvd. and leave the church together as we begin our walk.  

 

This May 1, International 

Workers' Day, join us at 

1:30 p.m. at 200 Grand 

Avenue in Coral Gables for 

our first-ever March for 

Planting Justice! Across 

the United States, workers 

and communities are 

mobilizing to fight for the 

world we all deserve. Join 

us for a march in solidarity 

with South Florida’s 

agricultural workers who 

are organizing for fair wages, safe working conditions, and corporate accountability in the $50 

billion houseplant industry.  

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP  

Friday, May 1 from 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall  

Join us on the first Friday of the month for dinner, games, a project to help the church, and a check-

in to support one another. We will meet in the Fellowship Hall. If you have any questions, please 

contact Rev. Melanie at MelanieM@gablesucc.org.  

 

JUST BETWEEN US 

Saturday, May 2 at 9:30 a.m. in the Library 

For women around the ages of mid-20s-40s, join us as we share together the joys and challenges of 

relationships, kids, careers, and all the other things that tug at our hearts and fill our days (and 

nights!). Come, relax among friends, old and new, while supporting one another. Childcare is 

available and a light breakfast as well. If you have any questions, please contact Rev. Melanie 

at MelanieM@gablesucc.org. 

 

ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

Book Study: Separation of Church and Hate by John Fugelsang 

Sundays, through May 10 at 9:45 a.m. in Havighorst Lounge and Zoom 

For more than two centuries, the United States Constitution has given us the right to a society where 

church and state exist independently. But Christianity has been hijacked by those who seek to 

impose their narrow views on government, often to justify oppressive and unequal policies. How 

do we fight back against those acting in bad faith? Comedian and broadcaster John Fugelsang 

finally offers the answers. In this informative, perspective-shifting book, he takes readers through 

common arguments on abortion, immigration, LGBTQ rights, and more—exposing their hypocrisy 

and inaccuracy through scripture, common sense, and deeply inappropriate humor. It offers 

practical tips on how to debate issues that divide us.   

mailto:MelanieM@gablesucc.org
mailto:MelanieM@gablesucc.org
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BOOKS AND BOOKS AT GABLES UCC 

Please note: If you do not wish to purchase a book and are a member of the church, you may join 

us for either event free by registering at gablesucc.org/books-and-books/. 

If you wish to purchase a book, please go to the Books & Books website to register. 
 

An Evening with Elise Ann Allen in Conversation with Pastor Laurie  

Monday, May 4 at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

Join us as we welcome author Elise Ann Allen for the release of her new biography, Pope XIV, with 

a post-presentation book signing. Pope Leo XIV is currently the only biography of the Holy Father 

and delivers an intimate and detailed account of Robert Prevost’s life, from his childhood in Chicago 

and missionary work in Peru to the very first interview after his election.  
 

An Evening with Kathryn Stockett in Conversation with Pastor Laurie Hafner 

Tuesday, May 12 at 7:00 p.m. in the Church Sanctuary 

Join us for an evening with novelist Kathryn Stockett, the author of The Help, as we discuss her 

new book, The Calamity Club which tells of the fateful crossing of three very different women, 

whom through grit, sisterhood, and fearlessness, seize the chance to take control of their lives.   
 

I WANT TO DO THAT… 

Eureka Day at GableStage on Thursday, May 14  

6:30 p.m. - 7:15 p.m.: Drinks at Pastor Laurie's House   

7:30 p.m.: Show at GableStage  

Fresh from Broadway, this uproariously funny drama is a punishingly sharp satire of the 

oppressively progressive. After you purchase your tickets on the GableStage website, please email 

Geneviève at GenevieveS@gablesucc.org to let us know if you are attending the pre-theatre 

festivities at Pastor Laurie’s house.  

 

ALL-CHURCH BOOK CLUB  

Thursday, May 21 at 6:30 p.m. at the Malaga House  

We are excited to invite you to participate in our upcoming all-church book study, where we will 

explore the transformative insights of "Mattering: The Secret to a Life of Deep Connection and 

Purpose" by Jennifer Breheny Wallace. Join us as we engage in a meaningful discussion on how 

the themes of the book apply to both personal and collective experiences. "Mattering" delves into 

the profound importance of feeling significant and valued in our daily lives. Author Jennifer 

Breheny Wallace offers a compelling exploration of how a sense of mattering impacts our 

connections with others and our personal sense of purpose.  
 

Bring your thoughts, questions, and an open heart as we explore the nuances of living a deeply 

connected and purposeful life. We also welcome a plate of appetizers or small treats to be shared. 

Led by Rosi Lozada, a law professor, well-being advocate, and a member of our church, which she 

considers a “mattering space.”  Come find out why!  

 

VACATION BIBLE CAMP 

Snowball Mountain Challenge  

 June 8-12 from 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

For children entering PreK-4 through 6th Grade in August 2026. $80.00 per camper.  

Register at gablesucc.org/vbs2026. For more information, contact Pastor Megan. 

 

mailto:GenevieveS@gablesucc.org
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