


 

        CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY SERVICE 

December 24, 2025                                                                                    5:00 p.m.   
    

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 

3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 
 

 

 

GATHERING MUSIC             Christmas Medley 

 Dr. Gregory Taylor, piano 

 

THE CHRISTMAS GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner 
  

Please use your smartphone to check in on Facebook; let your family and friends 

know that you are at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 
 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 

this evening and each Sunday at gablesucc.org/live. 
 

Be sure to “like” us at facebook.com/gablesucc  

and follow us on Instagram @CoralGablesUCC. 

 

THE RINGING OF THE BELLS 

             Christmas Joy Medley                    Schefter 

Youth Handbell Choir; Seth Patterson, director 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                       

The Rev. Megan Smith 

    One:          On this holiest of nights, 

    Many:       we come, joining the shepherds who are stunned by wonder. 

    One:          On this most silent night, 

    Many:       we come, our hopes and dreams joining those of Mary and Joseph. 

    One:          On this night of carols and candlelight, 

    Many:       we come, our glad songs joining with the choirs of angels over us. 

   One:          Come all ye faithful, it is Christmas Eve! Let us worship together. 

     

Please continue standing for our opening carol. 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
http://gablesucc.org/live
http://facebook.com/mycgcc


*OPENING CAROL O Come, All Ye Faithful 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,  

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold him, born the King of angels; 

O come, let us adore him, O come let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exaltation, 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God, all glory in the highest; 

O come, let us adore him, O come let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

*OPENING PRAYER (ALL)

God of stables and stars, on this holy night you have given us your Son, 

Jesus, wrapped in swaddling clothes; the Savior of all, lying in a 

manger. On this holy night, draw us into the mystery of your love. Join 

our voices with heaven’s angels, that we may sing your glory on high. 

Give us a place among the shepherds, that we may find the one for 

whom we have waited; Christ Jesus. Hear us as we pray together in 

one voice the prayer he taught us to pray, saying; 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Creator, who is in heaven, hallowed be Your name. 

Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For Yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

THE GATHERING OF OUR GIFTS OF LOVE 

Offertory Music       O Come, O Come Emmanuel         PINKZEBRA 

Christmas Eve Singers 

 Ash, soloist 

Cristina Morales, director  

Dr. Greg Taylor, accompanist 



*DOXOLOGY

Praise God with songs that never cease; 

 Praise God who fills the earth with peace; 

Praise God for love and joy within;  

The Holy Child is born again. 

THE BIRTH OF JESUS                Luke 2:1-4                    The Rev. Lisa LeSueur          

About that time Caesar Augustus ordered a census to be taken throughout the 

Empire. Everyone had to travel to their own ancestral hometown to be accounted 

for. So, Joseph went from the Galilean town of Nazareth up to Bethlehem in 

Judah, David’s town, for the census. As a descendant of David, he had to go there. 

Joseph went with Mary, his fiancée, who was pregnant. 

While they were there, the time came for her to give birth. She gave birth to a son, 

her firstborn. She wrapped him in a blanket and laid him in a manger, because 

there was no room in the inn. 

THE CHRISTMAS MUSICAL MESSAGE 

Uncertain Poor Shepherds  

created and arranged by Dave Clark 

Cristina Morales, Children’s Choir Director 

Children's Choir Accompanist - Zach Bartholomew 

Bass Guitar - Jon Dadurka 

Percussion - Seth Woods 

Follow along as the angels and shepherds who were there on that very first 

Christmas night tell their story. From seeing bright lights to hearing the angels 

sing, our children will take you to Bethlehem to tell the story of Jesus' birth as told 

by the shepherds. 

The Song of Christmas with Angels We Have Heard on High 

Scene 1 

Did You Hear What They Heard? 

Scene 2 

Uncertain Poor Shepherds 



 

Scene 3 

Worthy of It All and O Come, All Ye Faithful  

 Emery, soloist 
 

Scene 4 

Tell It Again 
 

The Song of Christmas with Angels We Have Heard on High (Reprise) 

 

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE       

Tonight, we celebrate the birth of the baby Jesus,  

who came to us from the heart of God. 
 

We celebrate God entering into our lives, 

to bring love and light to all the world. 
 

We now light the fifth and final candle, 

the Christ Candle, a birthday candle for Jesus. 
   

Our ushers will pass out glowsticks to everyone to wave during our closing 

Christmas Carol. 
 

*CHRISTMAS CAROL                 Silent Night 

On the second verse, please raise your glow stick in the air. 
 

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright,  

round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy infant so tender and mild,  

sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
  

Silent night, holy night, shepherds’ quake at the sight.  

Glories stream from heaven afar, 

 Heavenly hosts sing alleluia;  

Christ the Savior is born; Christ the Savior is born. 
 

*BENEDICTION                         

    One:  Jesus is born!  Let us carry Christ’s love into the world. 

    ALL:         Amen and Merry Christmas!  

     



 

*CHRISTMAS GREETING    

You are invited to say Merry Christmas as a blessing to those around you! 
 

*POSTLUDE                             Linus and Lucy                   Guaraldi   

Dr. Greg Taylor, piano 
 

Following the service, EVERYONE is invited to join us outside in the courtyard 

to enjoy our Nativity scene and petting zoo. 

Also, a Christmas cookie reception will be in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

 

 

PARTICIPATING IN THIS EVENING’S SERVICE:  
  

Children’s Choir and Cast 
 

Angels:  

Grace - Ruth  

Halo - Kennedy  

Nimbus - Brooke  
 

Shepherds - In Order of Appearance: 

Shepherd 1 - Damian  

Shepherd 2 - Charlie  

Shepherd 3 - Emery  

Shepherd 4 - Corey  

Shepherd 5 - Luke  

Shepherd 6 - Henry  

Shepherd 7 - Owen  
 

Angels: 

Tessa ~ Elise  
 

Shepherds:   

Nico ~ Bastian ~ Ann ~ Emery ~ Mia ~ Luca ~ Oscar  
 

Youth Handbell Choir: 

Reese ~ Sloan ~ Ben ~ Ash ~ Liam ~ Ari ~ Maya ~ Meiling ~ Jason ~ Matthew N. 

~ Jackson ~ Matthew P. ~ Jasmine ~ Sabrina ~ Jose  
 

Youth Choir: 

Ari ~ Maya ~ Nina ~ Matthew P. ~ Meiling ~ Ash ~ Jasmine 
 

The Holy Family: 

Daniela (Mary) ~ Oliver (Joseph)  



 

    Special Thanks 

Parents of Youth Bell Choir, Youth Choir, and Children's Choir 

Jon Dadurka 

Seth Woods 

Our talented Children and Youth 

 

Church Staff  

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 

The Rev. Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Rev. Lisa LeSueur, Assistant Pastor  

Dr. Greg Taylor, Parish Musician 

Cristina Morales, Children’s Choir Director 

 Zach Bartholomew, Children’s Choir Accompanist  

Seth Patterson, Youth Handbell Choir Director  

 

 
 

 

A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS! 

If you are visiting us tonight, we welcome you. We are grateful we have found each 

other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a 

place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, to serve beyond yourself, we 

invite you into our community. For more information about the church, please 

contact Pastor Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  
 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have 

moved to places around the country and around the world; as well as folks who are 

actively involved in the church who have never set foot in our building, but are 

committed to our vision, values, and beliefs as a progressive, open-minded, and 

open-hearted Christian congregation. Whether an expat or “vurcher” (one who 

attends church virtually each week), please join us each Sunday for worship and 

for other programs and educational experiences online throughout the week.  

 
No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey, 

You are welcome here. 

 

 

mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org


 

WORSHIP WITH US EACH SUNDAY MORNING  
 

Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 

Worship Service in the Chapel 

Join us each Sunday morning for this early service held in our Chapel. This more 

intimate service includes quiet prayer, a thoughtful message, and music. The 

Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated each week. 

 

Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 

Spanish Language Worship in the Chapel 

If you are part of a Spanish-speaking family or would enjoy worshipping in Spanish, 

come and join us for a service bridging the Latin experience with a progressive 

theology. The congregation is a warm, supportive, and caring community. 

  

Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 

Worship in the Sanctuary and Online 

We gather in the beauty of our historic Spanish-style sanctuary to be engaged in 

meaningful worship which feeds our spiritual hunger. We are led in thoughtful 

prayer which expresses our deepest needs; we listen to stimulating sermons which 

stretch our vision; and we learn to recognize God’s grace in our lives. Our 

outstanding choirs provide music which makes our souls soar. It is said that each 

week is a bit different; but every week there is something that challenges and calls us 

to be more than we thought possible.  

German Language Worship Services 

Wir bieten Gottesdienste in deutscher Sprache, Trauungen, Taufen, Beerdigungen,  

und andere Veranstaltungen im christlichen Kalender an. Wir nehmen Sie gerne auf  

in unseren email Verteiler, wenn Sie aktuelle Infomationen zu Vernanstaltungen in  

unserer Gemeinde erhalten möchten. Schicken Sie uns einfach eine email: 

GermanMinistry@gablesucc.org. 

 

Sunday School for Children and Youth 

Each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. 

We use progressive lectionary Bible-based curricula for our elementary-aged children  

and sixth through twelfth grade youth, as well as enhancing the program with 

mindfulness, yoga, mental health awareness, and hands-on learning. In Sunday 

School, we lay the foundation for a lifetime journey with faith, nurture our children’s 

compassion for others, encourage their spiritual questions, and listen to their 

experiences as they live out their faith. 

mailto:GermanMinistry@gablesucc.org


 

STAY CONNECTED WEEKLY 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all 

members and friends, filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that 

have arisen, and general church business. If you would like to be included, contact 

Elena Korallis at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 
 

 

CHURCH PLAYDATE 

Sunday, December 28 at 12:00 p.m. in the ECC Playground 

For families with little ones in Pre-K 4 and younger.  
 

Enjoy a playdate following worship in our Early Childhood Center playground. 

Parents are invited to head over to the playground with their little ones for a time to 

explore and enjoy the space. Light refreshments and juice boxes will be provided. 

For the safety of our children, parents must be present. Older siblings are welcome.   

 



 

A LETTER TO THE CHRISTMAS EVE CONGREGATION 

The people walking in darkness are seeing a brilliant light --  

upon those who dwell in a lane of deep shadows light is shining! 

                                                                                  ~ Isaiah 9:2 
 

Welcome to this amazing evening and its unfolding before us with joy, beauty, and 

excitement. Welcome to a new dawning of hope and peace as we slowly unwrap the 

miracle of this season through our worship, giving, and fellowship. Welcome to 

Gables UCC where hearts are open to receive and where we never grow tired of the 

holiest of stories…the birth of the Christ Child.  
 

And because of this story we long for the silent voices to be heard, the voice for 

freedom of want, freedom to be who you were created to be, freedom to walk side-

by-side with those who are different, and to bridge the divide or whatever else we 

have humanly devised which has made us divisive. This child, which stares into 

your face with smiling eyes, is this newness of being – this breath of God which has 

once again, come to life…this child is for you! 
 

This is the time to consider that others, outside of our circle of family and friends, 

need our ongoing support and our prayers and actions which will allow them to 

know that they are never alone or turned away. This is the time for radical living, 

giving, and loving. In this season of wonder, I invite you to make a special Christmas 

gift to the church so we might continue our witness as a place of safe sanctuary, a 

helping hand to those in need, and a place of inspiration for those seeking to grow 

their faith and to live life fully and faithfully.   
 

You may use this QR code for your gift or give online at gablesucc.org/give. Plates 

will also be passed during the service for your Christmas Eve offering. Please know 

how very, very grateful I am for your support, commitment, 

and generosity. It has been said that it doesn’t matter how 

many presents you get for Christmas, the only thing that 

matters is the presence you get when you allow this season 

to dwell richly in you.  May you be graced with the gift of 

wonder, generosity, and love in this most blessed season.   

 

A Blessed and Merry Christmas! 

       Pastor Laurie 

 
 



 

 



 

 


