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AN OPEN AND AFFIRMING, JUST PEACE, W.IS.E, CREATION JUSTICE,
ANTI-RACISM, AND SANCTUARY CHURCH OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here

ALL are welcome to this time and place of worship.
Know that in this space you are welcome as you are and for who you are.

As followers of Christ, we are compelled by the Gospel to seek
reconciliation and wholeness in a world that is all too often an unloving place.
Therefore, whether you are gay, straight, or in-between;
whatever your country of origin or ancestry;
whether you are a believer, a doubter or a seeker;
in Christ’s love, we welcome you, so that by the power
of the Holy Spirit we can work together to
usher in God’s Reign of justice, peace, and mercy.
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LENT 2025

During this Lenten Season, we are focusing on the theme: Catch Your Breath. Each Sunday,
we invite you to join us as we seek to catch our breath in those places where life is hard and
challenging, such as in times of grief, fear, exhaustion, doubt, and loneliness.

Augustine once wrote (paraphrasing): “We must empty ourselves of all that fills us so that we
may be filled with what we are empty of.” Through our worship we will create space to pause,
reflect, pray, and to exhale, while inhaling God” word of hope and peace, and being filled with the
gifts of bread and cup.

Lent isn’t just a season to say “no” to things; it’s a season to inhale that which truly is life.
Welcome to Lent and to this most holy season. Now, exhale. Inhale. Exhale. Inhale...

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ
3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317
Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org

WE BELIEVE GOD CAN BLOW THE LID OFF ANY BOX AND TURN T INTO A DANCE FLOOR, WE ARE OUT OF THE BOX PEOPLE,



http://www.gablesucc.org/

ORDER OF WORSHIP
April 6, 2025 Our faith is over 2000 years old; 11:00 a.m.
Our thinking is not.
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FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

During Lent, this normally "plugged-in" church invites you to "unplug,” for a bit, letting go of the
clamor, noise, hassles, and demands of life, and listen instead to our still-speaking God through
contemplative prayer, meditative music, and quiet introspection. May this Lenten season bring us
to a renewal of that joy and a deeper understanding of our church year.

GATHERING MUSIC
Dr. Greg Taylor, Parish Musician

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation.

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are
joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC.

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online
each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live.
Be sure to follow us on Facebook and Instagram.

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these
walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text
“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434
or go to our church app. You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.

For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are at the front doors.

CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP
Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley arr. Douglas Wagner
The Chancel Choir

*CALL TO WORSHIP

One: When we are lonely and feeling lost,

Many: looking to be filled with hope, acceptance, and support,

One: God offers us hope, peace, and fullness of life

Many: and then uses each of us to fill one another’s emptiness.

One: Together, in this sacred space, we share the gifts we each bring,

Many:  so that we all leave this place knowing that no one goes through life alone.
One: Come, let us worship the one who cares so abundantly for us.

Please remain standing for the opening hymn.
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*OPENING HYMN In the Cross of Christ | Glory
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*PASSING OF THE PEACE
One: Peace before us. Peace behind us. Peace within us.
Let all around us be peace.
Many:  Christ before us. Christ behind us. Christ within us.
Let all around us be Christ.
One: The peace of Christ be with you.
Many:  And also with you.
You are invited to share the peace or words of welcome with those around you.

All children and youth through 5th grade wishing to attend Sunday School are invited to exit into
the Fellowship Hall. Childcare is available for children Pre-K and under in the Education Wing.

SUNG INTERLUDE Breathe on Me, Breath of God
Breathe on me, Breath of God, Breathe on me, Breath of God,
fill me with life anew stir in me one desire:
That | may love the way you love, That every earthly part of me
and do what you would do. may glow with holy fire.

A TIME FOR CENTERING

One: Lenten travelers, the journey is long.
Let us take a moment to rest and breathe.

(Guided prayer)
One: Catch your breath and live fully.

THE GIFT OF MUSIC
Sonata No. 8 in C minor, Op. 13 "Pathetique" 2" Movement Beethoven
Dr. Gregory Taylor, piano

THE SCRIPTURE LESSON John 13:31-35 The Inclusive Bible
Once Judas left, Jesus said, “Now is the Chosen One glorified and God is glorified as well. If God
has been glorified, God will in turn glorify the Chosen One and will do so very soon. My little
children, I won’t be with you much longer. You’ll look for me, but what I said to the Temple
authorities, | say to you: where | am going, you cannot come. | give you a new commandment:
Love one another. And you’re to love one another the way | have loved you. This is how all will
know that you’re my disciples: that you truly love one another.

Friends, listen. God is still speaking.
Thanks be to God!

THE MORNING MESSAGE
The Rev. Megan Smith

CHORAL RESPONSE Love One Another John L. Bell
The Chancel Choir



THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
INVITATION
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND BLESSING OF THE BREAD AND CUP
WORDS OF INSTITUTION

RECEIVING THE GIFTS OF BREAD AND CUP

All are welcome to come forward to receive the gifts of bread and cup. You will be excused by the
ushers to come down the center aisle to the communion table and take a piece of bread from the
baskets on the table (gluten-free is in the center).

Then go to the pastor in your section and lightly dip your bread into the chalice to receive the
juice. Please eat, be grateful, and return to your seat by the side aisle. If you wish to be served in
your pew, please remain in your seat and a communion server will bring the elements to you.

(For those online, we invite you to grab a small bite of something and a glass of juice or water
and join us).

COMMUNION MUSIC
Concerto for Flute, Harp and Orchestra Mozart
Katie Martinez, flute with Greg Taylor, piano

CLOSING WORDS

*BENEDICTION
One:  May your breath be a constant reminder of the divine presence within, a source of
strength and peace. With each inhale, may you find renewed energy and purpose, and
with each exhale, may you release all that no longer serves you. May your breath be a
blessing, prayer, and a path to fullness of life.
Many: Amen.

*SUNG BENEDICTION Come and Fill
As we end our service, you are invited to join hands with your neighbors,
lifting up your hands in praise to God on the second verse.

Come and fill all my life, Come and fill all my life,

Come and fill all my life. Come and fill all my life.

Each and every tender place: Pouring gently, rushing strong;

Holy Breath, move through me. Holy Breath, move through me
*POSTLUDE Etude Tableau in G minor, Op 33; No 7 Sergei Rachmaninoff

Dr. Greg Taylor, piano
During the postlude, you are invited to come forward to the piano if you wish to enjoy the music.
Please join us in the Fellowship Hall for our Connection Café. A time to connect over conversation
and refreshments. Visitors, we would LOVE to have you join us!
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A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS

If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we have
found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a
place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite you
into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please contact Pastor
Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to places
around the country and around the world; as well as folks who are actively involved in the church
who have never set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and beliefs as a
progressive, open-minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation. Whether an expat or
“vurcher” (one who attends church virtually each week), please join us each Sunday for worship
and for other programs and educational experiences online throughout the week.

No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey, you are welcome here.

S S)

STAY IN TOUCH
Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and friends,
filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general church
business. If you would like to be included, contact Elena at ElenaK@gablesucc.org.

IN OUR PRAYERS
We remember all those places of war, violence, and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace for all
people around the world. We especially remember this day those who have suffered much loss
through war, natural disasters, terrorism, and violence. A lighted candle on the altar symbolizes our
prayers for peace and unity.

INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO KNOW
How do | become a member of the church?

If you 've wished for an open and embracing community of faith to nurture your spirit,
and grow your faith, then we warmly invite you to help us build the family of Gables UCC.

If you are interested in “inquiring” about Gables UCC and what it means to be a member of our
family of faith, please be in touch with Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.

PRAYER REQUESTS
Weekly, the Called to Care Team receives prayer requests from church family and friends. Each
Wednesday at 12:30 p.m., they gather in prayer over Zoom to lift up these prayer requests, to pray
for the church, and for the needs of the world. If you have a prayer concern to be prayed over by
Called to Care, you may text it to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email Carol Fifield, the
Called to Care coordinator at miamifife@gmail.com.

OUR CHURCH APP
For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store or
Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with
church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena
Korallis, our Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK @gablesucc.org.
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LOTUS HOUSE COLLECTION
Our Sunday School children and youth are supporting Lotus House Homeless Shelter and need
your HELP! Every month, we collect a different item that the women, children, or LGBT+ youth
need. In April, we are collecting full-size body wash and bars of soap. Children may bring
donations with them to Sunday School. Adults may leave donations at reception or ship them to
Pastor Megan at Gables UCC via Amazon or other online retailers.

THE CHURCH FOOD PANTRY
We are always in need of non-perishable food for our food pantry. We rely on our church members,
family, and friends to provide the needed donations for the many Miamians suffering with food
insecurity. We have created an Amazon wish list to make donating even easier! You can shop
online here: https://gablesucc.org/pantry/ If you prefer to shop in-person, please drop off donations
at the church reception. Thank you for supporting your neighbors in need!

A CALL TO MERCY, JUSTICE, AND WALKING HUMBLY WITH GOD & OTHERS
With a new administration sworn in and changes taking place all around us, as people of faith we
are compelled to witness to the work, the words, and the teachings of the ancient prophet Micah
who calls us to “Do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with God.” This administration appears
to be guided by Project 2025, which seeks to fundamentally reshape federal government policies
across various sectors, including social safety nets, civil rights, and environmental protection.

Therefore, we are inviting members of the church to join us as we begin preparing for what may be
a sustained and meaningful engagement in support of communities that experience historical and
structural marginalization, an economy that is fair, inclusive, and productive, a cherished
multicultural, pluralist society, and the protection of public health, safety, the environment, and an
honest, equitable education for all. If you would like to learn more or sign-up to help, please be in
touch with MaryAnne at mal@malukacs.com or Virginia at vegasivi@gmail.com.

O

MIDDAY STUDY: WOMEN OF THE TORAH
Tuesday, April 8 at 12:00 noon on Zoom
Using the book Womanist Midrash: A Reintroduction to the Women of the Torah and the Throne
by our 2025 Visiting Scholar, Rev. Wil Gafney, PhD, we will explore the stories of the women in
the Torah. Using her own translations, Rev. Gafney offers a midrashic interpretation of the biblical
text that is rooted in the African American preaching tradition to tell the stories of a variety of
female characters, many of whom are often overlooked and nameless. This unique and imaginative
work is grounded in serious scholarship and will expand conversations about feminist and womanist
biblical interpretation. To receive the Zoom link, please be in touch with Pastor Megan.

WALKING GROUP
Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m.
Join Pastor Megan, church members, and friends for a weekly walk around the Granada Golf
Course and back, approximately a 5K or three miles. We will meet outside our church’s Fair Trade
shop on Columbus Blvd. and leave the church together as we begin our walk. Pastor Megan sets a
brisk pace, but you are always welcome to set your own. Friends are always welcome!
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WEDNESDAY EVENING LENTEN TEACH-INS
/'téeCH in/
a meeting for discussion on a subject of public interest

All sessions begin at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom (except where noted).
To register for the Zoom link, please go to Laurie’s Lines, the church app, or website.

For the Teach-In with Dr. Pagels, please register separately using the link in Laurie’s Lines, the
church app, or website. You must register ahead for this event.

Wednesday, April 9: Dr. Elaine Pagels in Conversation with Pastor Laurie (in person)
Y Sr—— :

A

MIRACLES
AND WONDER

THE
HISTORICAL MYSTERY
of JESUS

ELAINE

PAGELS . " -
L wihoref THE GNOSTIC GOSPELS 'Books & Books
5 - A Literary Foundation

Provocative, gracious, reverent: a great historian of religion gives us an account of the life of Jesus, one of
history’s most towering figures. Scholarly and inquisitive, but also contemplative and respectful, Pagels’
story is for believers and non-believers alike. Dr. Pagels is a renowned National Book Award—-winning
author and professor of religion at Princeton University. This event is free to Gables UCC members only
and you must pre-register separately using the link found in Laurie’s Lines or on our website. Her book
will be available for purchase and signing that evening.

Wednesday, April 16: Update on the Middle East with Dr. Peter Makari

The UCC has a decades-long history of justice-seeking and public
witness in the Middle East. Come and learn more about the state of
the crisis, how our UCC leaders are responding, and what we can do
on this important justice and peace issue now. Peter Makari, Ph.D.,
is the Executive, Middle East and Europe, Global Ministries of the
United Church of Christ & Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).

Dr. Makari is the co-convener on the National Council of Churches
‘Interreligious Convening Table and has been an active participant
in national Jewish-Christian and Muslim-Christian dialogue
initiatives.




HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP
Friday, April 11 from 7:00 p.m. —9:00 p.m.
On the second Friday of each month, we gather in the Fellowship Hall for fun, fellowship, and food.
All senior high youth and friends are welcome.

GARDEN WARRIORS
Saturday, April 12 at 9:00 a.m. on the Church Grounds
If you like to garden, pull weeds, plant flowers or just help keep the landscape of our historic church
beautiful, then join us for a Garden Warriors’ workday. All volunteers will be welcomed (kids too)!

MEN’S GROUP
Friday, April 11 at 6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
This isn’t your father’s men’s group. Here at Gables UCC, all guys of the church, young and old,
gay and straight (and everyone in between), are invited for dinner, fellowship, and a laid-back time.
Join us for a potluck this month at the church's guest house: 1210 Catalonia Avenue.
To get more information or a calendar of events, please be in touch with Mark Smith at
mrsmith103069@gmail.com.

BISCAYNE BAY CLEAN-UP DAY
Biscayne Bay Cleanup Day
Saturday, April 12 from 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Join the Green Christians for the 43rd Baynanza! This is a wonderful opportunity to come together
as a congregation to care for our environment and make an impact on our Biscayne Bay Watershed.
Baynanza will take place at over 30 locations across Miami-Dade County, with Gables UCC
volunteers assisting with the cleanup at Matheson Hammock Park. This is a great opportunity for
Gables UCC high schoolers to earn community service hours. Children under 16 must be
accompanied by an adult. If you are interested, RSVP at GreenChristians@gablesucc.org.

CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP
Saturday, April 12 at 10:00 a.m. in the Library
We offer a time of support and encouragement for caregivers and/or family and friends of loved
ones with continuing illnesses such as Alzheimer's, cancer, mental health issues, and failing health.
By speaking with others who are in a similar situation, folks may gain comfort, understanding,
knowledge, and support from those with an understanding or a personal experience of the situation.
Be in touch with Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org with any questions.

SERVE A MEAL AT CHAPMAN PARTNERSHIP

Sunday, April 13 from 4:00 p.m. —7:00 p.m.

1550 North Miami Avenue, Miami, FL 33136
Join members of Gables UCC on the second Sunday of each month as we serve a meal for residents
at the downtown location of Chapman Partnership, a shelter for people experiencing homelessness.
We will carpool from the church at 4:00 p.m. or you can meet us there, serve at 5:00 p.m., and then
we will help clean up. To RSVP, please contact Zilkia-Marie Denis McNabb at
zdeni001@gmail.com or 786.712.2635. Anyone who volunteers at Chapman Partnership must be
registered with them as well. Please go to the Chapman Partnership website to register.
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EXPATS AND VURCHERS
SUNDAY, April 13 at 3:00 p.m. via Zoom
Whether you are living across the Pond, on the Gulf of Mexico, in the Carolinas, or the
hinterlands of the East or West Coast, please join our special fellowship and support group.
We gather from around the world to check in with our Gables UCC members and friends living
outside of South Florida. Whether you have been a former member or friend of the church and
have moved away, or have found a home with us virtually, we invite you to be connected through
this special group just for you. Email Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org for the Zoom link.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
Monday, April 14 at 6:30 p.m. in the Library
We gather to create beautiful prayer shawls to share with members of our church family who are
ill or starting a new chapter in their lives. You do not have to know how to knit or crochet — someone
will teach you. If you are looking for a ministry of prayer and care for others, this may be it. Come
and help wrap someone in God’s love by creating a beautiful prayer shawl.

DONATE

SATURDAY, APRIL 27

8:30 A.M. - 2:.00 P.M.

The Big Red OneBlood Bus will be here to receive your life-giving donation of blood for those in
need. Register to give blood at the link found in Laurie’s Lines or on the church app or website.

BLACK MIAMI HISTORY TOUR (ALMOST FULL)
Saturday, May 31 from 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

This bus tour will visit historical sites in Coconut Grove, Overtown, Liberty City, and Little Haiti.
It will highlight the challenges and successes of Black Miami. The tour will be led by church
member Dr. Marvin Dunn, author of Black Miami in the Twentieth Century. There will be three
stops where we will get off the bus; short walks will be required. Families are encouraged to attend.
Please register at https://gablesucc.org/tour. It’s free but we are requesting that you attend once you
sign up as it's important that we have a full bus.
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Processional

and Worship

April 13
10:30 a.m. Donkey Processional
from Salvadore Park

11:00 a.m. Worship
in the Sanctuary and Online

Potluck Following Worship

NEXT SUNDAY: APRIL 13
Our celebration begins with a modern-day parade as we follow a donkey through the streets of
Coral Gables, arriving to choirs and antiphonal trumpets. Meet at Salvadore Park, 1120 Andalusia
Avenue, by 10:30 a.m. to walk in the processional. The shuttle bus will transport walkers from the
church parking lot to Salvadore Park between 10:00 a.m. and 10:25 a.m.

Join us for joyous worship as we begin our Holy Week journey by remembering Jesus’ triumphant
entry into Jerusalem on that first Palm Sunday. We will wave our palm branches and shout our
hosannas! Our theme, Catch Your Breath in Times of Division | John 5:1-9 reminds us that we live
in a divided world. Jesus shows a better way, a way of unity that brings us together!

Following 11:00 a.m. worship, we will share a potluck lunch together in the Fellowship Hall. Please
email Pastor Megan at MeganS@gablesucc.org and let her know if you are able to donate a dish.
Then, just drop it off in the church kitchen on your way into worship on April 13.

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION
Sundays, through May 18 9:45 a.m. in Havighorst Lounge and on Zoom
The Gospel of John: A Beginner’s Guide to the Way, the Truth, and the Life
Dr. Amy-Jill Levine Video Series

John’s Gospel offers readers a new language- of being born anew, of living water, of wind and
spirit, of the “I am”- that enhances how we understand the divine, how we experience the world,
and how we participate in the mystery of faith. With her characteristic wit and charm, Dr. Amy-Jill
Levine introduces readers to the world of the Gospel of John by unpacking the stories in their
original context, along with examining how the text is read today.

Dr. Levine is Rabbi Stanley M. Kessler Distinguished Professor of New Testament and Jewish
Studies at Hartford International University for Religion and Peace and University Professor of
New Testament Jewish Studies Emerita at VVanderbilt University. She has also been to Gables UCC
as our Visiting Scholar.
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PACTT CGEER
NEAEMIAH ACTION

MONDAY
APRIL 7, 2025

(DOORS OPEN AT 6PM)

BEGINS AT 7PM

SWEET HOME
MISSIONARY

BAPTIST GHURGH

10701 SW 184TH ST
CUTLER BAY, FL 33157

HOUSING

JUSTICE

The PACT Nehemiah Action is coming up. Mark your calendars for April 7 at 7:00 p.m. For those
of you who don’t know, the Nehemiah Action is PACT’s (People Acting for Community Together)
culminating event where we bring a large group of people together speaking with one voice to
challenge our elected officials to enact just policies and practices. The operative words being “large
group” because our power is in our numbers.

This year, we have decided to hold a friendly competition among the Church’s many groups to
see which can bring the highest percentage of active members to the Nehemiah Action. Beginning
TODAY, you can sign up in Fellowship Hall under the name of your group. And if you
participate in more than one group you can place your name under each group. And don’t despair.
If you aren’t able to attend the Nehemiah Action you can still get credit for your group by signing
up a proxy from outside the Church family next to your name. When you sign up, you can also
reserve a seat on the bus to the Action and register for a light meal beforehand. Let Justice Roll!

13



CORAL GABLES CONGREGATIONAL UCC STAFF DIRECTORY
305.448.7421 (Extensions listed below)

Ministers
All Members of the Church

Pastoral Staff
The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor LaurieH@gablesucc.org ext. 116
The Rev. Megan Smith, Associate Pastor MeganS@gablesucc.org ext. 119

Program Staff
The Rev. Lisa LeSueur, Assistant Pastor for Congregational and Staff Care
LisaL @gablesucc.org ext. 150

Mark Hart, Exec. Dir. of the Community Arts Program MarkH@gablesucc.org ext. 120
The Rev. Mairolet Vega, Spanish Language Worship Mairoletvega@gmail.com
German Language Worship Information GermanMinistry@gablesucc.org
Brooke Bagnall-Koger, Director of Early Childhood Center

BrookeB@gablesucc.org ext.315

To contact Early Childhood Center, please call: 305.444.9792
Support Staff
Mariana Broadmeadow, Life Events Coordinator MarianaB@gablesucc.org ext.114
Anthony Cabrera, Minister of Liturgical Arts Cabreraa25@att.net
Kris Coney, Sound Technician info@gablesucc.org

Allen Feldman, Pew Organizer
Elena Garcia and Raul Hernandez, Daily Hospitality Team

Dr. Charmyn Kirton, Music Ministry Coordinator CharmynK@gablesucc.org ext. 121
Elena Korallis, Communications Coordinator Elenak @gablesucc.org ext.113
Cristina Morales, Children’s Choir Director Cristinam@gablesucc.org
Seth Patterson, Youth and Adult Bell Choir Director smpatter@samford.edu
Dennis Rodrigues CPA, Business Manager DennisR@gablesucc.org ext.130

Geneviéve Savain, Executive Assistant to the Senior Pastor

GenevieveS@gablesucc.org ext.153
Dr. Gregory Taylor, Parish Musician Gregpianol@aol.com

Maintenance and Custodial Team
Rene Dominguez (Lead Custodian)
Carlos Barrios, Eddie Oviedo, and Hortensia Piloto Lopez

WE ARE OUT OF THE BOX PEOPLE

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ
3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317
Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org
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PALM SUNDAY

SUNDAY, APRIL 13

10:30 A.M. PROCESSIONAL FROM SALVADORE PARK
11:00 A.M. WORSHIP IN THE SANCTUARY AND ONLINE

Our celebration begins with a modern-day parade as we follow a donkey through the streets of
Coral Gables, arriving to choirs and antiphonal trumpets. Meet at Salvadore Park, 1120
Andalusia Avenue, by [0:30 a.m. to walk in the processional. The shuttle bus will fransport
walkers from the church parking lot to Salvadore Park between 10:00 a.m. and 10:25 a.m.

Join us for joyous worship as we begin our Holy Week journey by remembering Jesus’
triumphant entry into Jerusalem on that first Palm Sunday. We will wave our palm branches and
shout our hosannas! Our theme, Catch Your Breath in Times of Division | John 5:1-9 reminds us
that we live in a divided world. Jesus shows a better way, a way of unity that brings us together!

Following 11:00 a.m. worship, we will share a potluck lunch together in the Fellowship Hall.
Please bring something to share and drop it off in Fellowship Hall before worship.

MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE IN THE SANCTUARY AND ONLINE
THURSDAY, APRIL 17 AT 7:00 P.M., SUPPER AT 6:00 P.M.

As the sun is setting for the day, we gather in the rustic beauty of our sanctuary to recall the
disciples with Jesus in the Upper Room for the last time. This special service weaves song,
communion, prayer, and scripture into a beautiful tapestry of quiet reflection and thoughtful
worship.

As night draws near, we meditate on the fact that it was on Maundy Thursday that Jesus and his
disciples stood in the shadow of the cross. Through the gradual extinguishing of the lights, we
will remember the Passion of Christ.

A light soup supper will be served before the service at 6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.

GOOD FRIDAY TRILINGUAL SERVICE IN THE SANCTUARY AND ONLINE
FRIDAY, APRIL 18 AT 12:00 NOON

Be with us for this powerful and meaningful service as we mark, through scripture, reflection,
and music, the suffering and passion of Jesus. The service will end outside as we drape black
fabric on a large cross that will reappear on Easter Sunday alive with flowers.

It has been said that you can’t have Easter without Good Friday. Only when our hearts break
open with compassion for the One who suffered can we truly appreciate the new life
represented by Easter.



A

GABLES UCC | APRIL 20 | WHEN GOD BREATHES AGAIN

SUNRISE COMMUNION SERVICE AT 7:00 A.M. IN THE COURTYARD

In our beautiful Courtyard, we will worship the risen Christ to the music of the morning
birds and the glow of the rising sun. A reception will be held in the Courtyard.

FAMILY SERVICE AT 9:00 A.M. IN THE SANCTUARY AND ONLINE

On this most festive day, we celebrate the wonder of infinite possibility, of unquenched
hope, and of eternal resurrection. Come hear our children’s choirs and youth bell choir
as they celebrate the love of Easter. This is a service that will touch all ages. Immediately
following the service, we will have an Easter Egg Hunt for children, a special reception for
youth, and mimosas and Florida OJ for adults. Be sure to take your annual Easter photo
at the flowering Easter cross.

SPANISH LANGUAGE EASTER WORSHIP AT 10:00 A.M. IN THE CHAPEL

iLa Pascua en Coral Gables UCC en el Servicio Hispano, es un momento alegre para toda
la familia! Celebraremos la libertad que Jesus nos concedioé. jNos gustaria esta
oportunidad de darle la bienvenida al Servicio en Espafiol mientras celebramos a
nuestro Sefior y Salvador Resucitado, Jesucristo!

EASTER FESTIVAL OF WORSHIP AT 11:00 A.M. IN THE SANCTUARY AND ONLINE

The “Alleluia” reappears defiantly and meaningfully as we celebrate the resurrection of
Jesus Christ with full and grateful hearts. Bring your neighbors, friends, and family for a
stunning service filled with resurrection joy through festive music, inspiring words, and
thoughtful prayers. Following the service, join us for mimosas and orange juice on the
Church Green and take your photo at our flowering Easter cross.



