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No  matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here 
ALL are welcome to this time and place of worship. 

Know that in this church you are welcome as you are and for who you are. 
 

As followers of Christ, we are compelled by the Gospel to seek  
reconciliation and wholeness in a world that is all too often an unloving place.  

 
Therefore, whether you are gay, straight, or in-between;  

whatever your country of origin or ancestry;  
whether you are a believer, a doubter or a seeker;  

in Christ’s love, we welcome you, so that by the power 
of the Holy Spirit we can work together to  

usher in God’s Reign of justice, peace, and mercy. 
 

However you join us today, whether in-person or online, please know that the worship of God  
is enhanced because of your presence and participation from wherever you are…. 

 
 
 

  
Coral Gables Congregational UCC acknowledges the ancestral and traditional territories of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida, the Council of the Original Miccosukee Simanolee Nation Aboriginal 
Peoples, and the Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida who are the original owners and custodians 
of the land upon which we stand, worship, and serve.  
 
We respect the rich history and ongoing relationship Native peoples have with this land and the 
many contributions of Indigenous people to this place. We honor their distinctive cultural heritage 
by working to fulfill our commitment to justice, recognizing that they lived here and cared for this 
land over countless generations. 
 
We also know words without action are vain so in this 100th year of our existence, we will work to 
responsibly advocate for treaty rights, tribal sovereignty, and movements to return land back into 
Indigenous hands. The significance of this sacred ground – as well as its painful history – compels 
us as a congregation to engage in reparative justice. We seek to do so.  
 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 
3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 
 
 
 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
October 6, 2024                     Our faith is over 2000 years old;                                11:00 a.m. 

Our thinking is not. 
 

 
 

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY  
To your table you bid us come. You have set the places, you have poured the wine,  

and there is always room, you say, for one more." 
                                                                                                             - Jan Richardson 

 
GATHERING MUSIC                          

Dr. Gregory Taylor, piano  
 

WELCOME                                                                                             The Rev. Megan Smith                                       
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, 

you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation. 
 

Please check in on Facebook or Instagram and let your family and friends know that you are 
joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online each Sunday at 
 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. Be sure to follow us on Facebook and Instagram. 

 
CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP                                                       Anthony Cabrera, soloist  

For the Healing of the Nations 
The congregation is invited to sing the response printed in bold. 

 

Bangladesh and India, Taiwan and China, Japan and Hong Kong, North and South Korea, 
Indonesia, Vietnam, Thailand, Malaysia, Philippines and Australia, Papua New Guinea, Iraq and 
Iran, Palestine and Israel, Afghanistan, Jordon, Syria and Turkey,  
 
    Response:   Peace be yours. For the healing of the nations, we pray to you, O God. 

For the healing of the nations, we pray to you, O God. 

France and Spain, Switzerland and Italy, Romania and Slovenia, Czech and Slovak Republics, 
Russia and Finland, Austria and Hungary, Croatia, Estonia, Ukraine and Poland, Norway and 
Sweden, Iceland and Denmark, Germany and Scotland, Ireland and England,  
 
    Response: Peace be yours. For the healing of the nations, we pray to you, O God. 

For the healing of the nations, we pray to you, O God.  
 

South Africa, Angola, Madagascar, Namibia, Botswana, Malawi, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Sierra 
Leone, Central African Republic, Senegal, Liberia, Cameroon, Nigeria, Tanzania and Sudan, 
Kenya and Congo, Ethiopia, Somalia, Eritrea and Rwanda, 
   
  Response: Peace be yours. For the healing of the nations, we pray to you, O God. 

For the healing of the nations, we pray to you, O God. 
 

Continued… 
 

http://gablesucc.org/live
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Bolivia and Chile, Uruguay and Paraguay, Ecuador, and Trinidad, Brazil and Argentina, 
Colombia, Venezuela, Costa Rica, Mexico, Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, Guatemala, Puerto 
Rico and Barbuda, Antiqua and Dominica, Virgin Islands, San Martin, Antigua, Guadalupe, 
Greenland and Canada, Haiti and Jamaica, United States and Cuba, all immigrants and exiles.  
Peace be yours. 
 

For the nations of the world and for all their peoples, for each tribe and family, and for all 
creation,  
 

    Response: Peace be yours. For the healing of the nations, we pray to you, O God. 
For the healing of the nations, we pray to you, O God. 

 

(Please remain seated for the Call to Worship) 
CALL TO WORSHIP                                            
 

    Ari:   We are all one family (English).      
    Many Voices: We are all one family, made in the image of God.         
    Mairolet:  Somos todos una familia (Spanish). 
    Many Voices: We are all one family, all over the world. 
    Ken:  Nous sommes tous une famille (French). 
    Many Voices: We are all one family, each unique, each special. 
    Gabriele:  Wir sind eine Familie (German). 
    Many Voices:  We are all one family, siblings in God’s love. 
    Nell:  Ми всі одна сім'я (Ukranian) Мы все одна семья (Russian)  
    Many Voices:  We are all one family, given gifts and talents to share. 
    Leonie:  Nou tout se yon sèl fanmi.  (Haitian Creole) 
    Many Voices: We are all one family, called to stand with one another in times of need. 
    Deborah:  We are all one family (American Sign Language). 
    Many Voices: We are all one family, united in love, united in peace, united in Christ.  
 
*OPENING HYMN                Praise with Joy, the World’s Creator    
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*PASSING OF THE PEACE  
One: As people of faith, we recognize that we are called to do justice, to love mercy, and 

to walk humbly with God. In this spirit, our family of faith extends hospitality and 
affirmation to all people regardless of race, cultural heritage, ethnicity, age, gender, 
sexual orientation, immigration status, gender identity, physical or mental health, 
socioeconomic status, or religious tradition.  

 

 

Let us embrace our differences and welcome the stranger and the familiar by saying, 
“Peace be with you.”  

    Many: And also with you 
 

If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, bow, hand over the heart, smile, or nod to others. 
 

If you are gathered with others at home, share expressions of peace with one another. 
 

 If you are worshipping individually, we extend peace to you.  
Email, text, or message your family and friends and share words of  peace with them.  

 
*SUNG INTERLUDE                                                                                                 from Taizé                     

Bless the Lord, my soul and bless God’s holy name; 
Bless the Lord, my soul who leads me into life. 

 

At this time, all children and youth through 5th grade are invited to attend Sunday School. 
Please go to the Fellowship Hall and you will be taken to your classrooms.  

Youth in middle school and high school will stay in worship today to receive communion.  
 

Please Note: Childcare is available each Sunday for children Pre-K and under  
in the Arts and Education Wing. 

 

 
THE MORNING MESSAGE                    

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner  
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THE GIFT OF MUSIC                              The Whisper                     Craig Courtney 
The Chancel Choir 

At this time, you may text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 
or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com to be included in this morning’s prayers and on 
the church prayer list which is prayed over by the Called to Care Team during the week.   

 

 
 
 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Our table is wide-open to all who desire a closer relationship with God no matter your age, 
gender, station in life, sexual orientation, or faith tradition.   

 

If you are worshipping with us online, we invite you to have available a piece of bread/cracker 
and a small cup of juice/wine ready so that we can share together in this Holy Sacrament. 

 

 We use grape juice and gluten-free is available so that all may come freely.  
 
INVITATION   
 

     
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
     
OUR SAVIOR’S PRAYER                            As translated in the New Zealand Prayer Book 
 

Eternal Spirit Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, source of all that is and that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all. Loving God, in whom is heaven. The hallowing of your name 
echoes through the universe! The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the 
earth! Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! Your commonwealth of peace and 
freedom sustain our hope and come on earth. With the bread we need for today, feed us. In 
the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. In times of temptation and test, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
BLESSING AND SHARING OF THE MEAL  
 
RECEIVING THE GIFTS OF BREAD AND CUP 
All are welcome to come forward to receive the gifts of bread and cup. You will be excused by the 
ushers, and we invite you to come forward by the center aisle to the communion table and take a 
piece of bread from one of the baskets, (gluten-free is in the center). Then go to the pastor in your 
section, dip your bread into the chalice, eat and be grateful as you return to your pew by the side 
aisle. 
 

If you wish to be served in your pew, please remain in your seat  
and a communion server will bring the bread and cup to you. 

 
COMMUNION MUSIC                        In Remembrance                    arr. Lloyd Larson  

David Lee, Vocalist 
 
                                                        Let us Break Bread Together                     Jay Althouse 

The Vocal Ensemble 
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HYMN FOR VOCAL ENSEMBLE AND CONGREGATION    
                                                                      Namaste                             Mark Hayes 

The Vocal Ensemble will sing the verses; the congregation is invited to sing the refrain below. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND INVITATION              

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 
walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text GABLESUCC” 

to 833.245.6434 or go to our church app. You may also give at gablesucc.org/give.  
For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are at the doors. 

 

 
Please stand as you are able for the Doxology. 

 
*THE DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below.  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  

Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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*BENEDICTION                                                                                        
One: You were called to this table. You were fed at this table. You were united at this 

table. Now, you are sent from this table  into all the world. Go therefore into the 
world, with courage. Set a place for all who hunger. Fill the cup of all who thirst. 
And as you go, may the Spirit of power and love attend you, may the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ uphold you, and may the great faithfulness of our God sustain 
you, now and forever.   

Many: Amen.  
 

*SUNG BENEDICTION              Let There Be Peace on Earth  
If you wish, please hold your neighbor’s hand as we sing together. 

 

Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me. 
Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be. 

With God as Creator, we are family. 
Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony. 

 

Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now. 
With every step I take, let this be my solemn vow. 

To take each moment, and live each moment, with peace eternally. 
Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me. 

 
*POSTLUDE                    Étude-Tableau in C Major, Op. 33, No. 2            Sergei Rachmaninoff 

Dr. Gregory Taylor, piano 
 

 

During the postlude, you are invited to come forward to the piano if you wish to enjoy the music. 
Please join us in the Fellowship Hall for our Connection Café. A time to connect over conversation 
and refreshments. Visitors, we would LOVE to have you join us! 
 

 
 
 

 
A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 

 

If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we have 
found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a 
place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite you 
into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please contact Pastor 
Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to places 
around the country and around the world; as well as folks who are actively involved in the church 
who have never set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and beliefs as a 
progressive, open-minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation. Whether an expat or 
“vurcher” (one who attends church virtually each week), please join us each Sunday for worship 
and for other programs and educational experiences online throughout the week.  
 

 
No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey, you are welcome here. 
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TODAY: FOLLOWING WORSHIP 
 

YOUNG ADULT BRUNCH  
Sunday, October 6 at 12:30 p.m. at the Guest House (1210 Catalonia)  

If you are in your 20s-30s, join us for a chance to connect and enjoy each other's company for our 
young adult brunch. We will gather at the Catalonia Guest House next to the preschool. Bring a 
dish to share and feel free to invite your friends! Besides checking in with one another, we will take 
some time to reflect and discuss the morning sermon.  For more information, or to get on the Young 
Adult contact list, please be in touch with Elizabeth at (786) 374-9903 or Bryan at (786) 792-8004.  

----------------------------------------------------- 
 

PET BLESSING AND MEMORIAL SERVICE 
Sunday, October 6 at 2:00 p.m. in the Courtyard and Chapel 

All pet parents are invited to bring their pets or a picture of them to the church courtyard for a brief 
service of blessing and gratitude.  Following the blessing, there will be a special service in the 
chapel to remember and give thanks for all the pets who died this past year. Please note that our 
Best Friends Memorial Garden, a special area around the statue of St. Francis in the courtyard, has 
been set aside as a space to memorialize our beloved pets.  

 
SIGN UP TODAY IN FELLOWSHIP HALL! PACT LISTENING SESSIONS  

Sunday, October 13 at 12:15 p.m.;  
Thursday, October 10 at 6:30 p.m. on Zoom  

 

Everyone who participates next Sunday gets lunch and the opportunity to help direct the concerns 
and direction of PACT’s justice ministry for 2024-2025. In the past years, we have organized 
around affordable housing, gun violence prevention, community IDs, reducing arrests, and 
environmental justice. What will it be this year? You can help decide by participating in small 
groups where everyone has the opportunity to express some of the problems facing their lives and 
our community  
 

Register for one of next Sunday’s listening sessions or the Zoom session at the PACT table in the 
Fellowship Hall following worship or by emailing Tom Carney at tomjanet@comcast.net. 
Childcare is provided. Help make justice roll in our community!  
 

*People Acting in Community Together is a multi-faith, grassroots organization that provides 
leadership training and experience to community members of many different ethnic, religious and 
socio-economic backgrounds. Through PACT, people work together to solve the most pervasive 
social problems in Miami-Dade.  

 
PLEASE ENJOY THE GREEN CHRISTIANS CLIMATE HOPE ART EXHIBIT  

TODAY: In the Fellowship Hall  
 

The power of art is a catalyst for change igniting conversations, inspiring action, and fostering hope 
in the face of climate challenges. This student art exhibit will engage younger generations, and the 
congregation, in climate activism and encourage reflection on hopes for the environment and our 
future.  We didn’t do this art exhibit just to admire the cuteness and amazing talent of art created 
by the Sunday School students. We know that a major reason the people of faith get involved in 
addressing the climate crisis is that they care about their kids and grandkids. They care about the 
world their children will be inheriting. Moreover, the children and youth have powerful messages 
to convey through their art.  Perhaps this Climate Hope Art Exhibit will inspire the congregation to 
take climate action and to vote for leaders who prioritize climate action. 

mailto:tomjanet@comcast.net


10 
 

FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 
Open TODAY 12:00 noon – 1:30 p.m.  ~ Located outside the Fellowship Hall  

Come and shop in support of our justice ministry. Each of your purchases helps artisans in 
developing countries build strong, local economies. These skilled workers are paid fair-living 
wages while crafting sustainable products that do not harm the environment. No child labor is used. 

 
IN OUR PRAYERS  

We remember all those places of war, violence, and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace for all 
people around the world. We especially remember this day the people of Palestine, Israel, Ukraine, 
Venezuela, and Haiti, and those who have suffered much loss through war, natural disasters, 
terrorism, and violence. A lighted candle on the altar symbolizes our prayers for peace, compassion, 
and unity.  

 
OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store or 
Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 
church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena 
Korallis, our Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 
FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION  

This summer we are collecting non-perishable food for our food pantry. We rely on our church 
members, family, and friends to provide the needed donations for the many Miamians suffering 
with food insecurity.  We have created an Amazon wish list to make donating even easier! You can 
shop online here: https://gablesucc.org/pantry/ If you prefer to shop in-person, please drop off 
donations at the church reception. Thank you for supporting our neighbors in need!  

mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
https://gablesucc.org/pantry/
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INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO KNOW 
How do I become a member of the church? 

If you don’t want to check your mind at the church door...  
If you want religion with relevancy… 

If you’ve wished for an open and embracing community of faith to nurture your spirit… 
Then we warmly invite you to help us build the family of Gables UCC. 

If you are interested in “inquiring” about Gables UCC and what it means to be a member of our 
family of faith, please join Pastor Laurie and other church and staff members for our next Inquirer’s 
Gathering on Sunday, October 13 at 12:15 p.m. in the Chapel. Join us for some lunch, and chance 
to learn more about the church, what we value and believe, our history, and  the United Church of 
Christ. If you have any questions, please be in touch with Pastor Laurie at Laurieh@gablesucc.org.  

  
 
 

MIDDAY STUDY: WOMEN OF THE TORAH 
Tuesday, October 8 at 12:00 p.m. over Zoom 

 

Using the book Womanist Midrash: A Reintroduction to the Women of the Torah and the Throne 
by our 2025 Visiting Scholar, Rev. Wil Gafney, PhD, we will explore the stories of the women in 
the Torah. Womanist Midrash is an in-depth and creative exploration of the well- and lesser-known 
women of the Hebrew Scriptures. 
 

Using her own translations, Rev. Gafney offers a midrashic interpretation of the biblical text that is 
rooted in the African American preaching tradition to tell the stories of a variety of female 
characters, many of whom are often overlooked and nameless. Rev. Gafney employs a solid 
understanding of womanist and feminist approaches to biblical interpretation and the 
sociohistorical culture of the ancient Near East. This unique work is grounded in serious scholarship 
and will expand conversations about feminist and womanist biblical interpretation.      

 
WALKING GROUP 

Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. 
Join Pastor Megan, church members, and friends for a weekly walk around the Granada Golf 
Course and back, approximately a 5K or three miles. We will meet outside our church’s Fair Trade 
shop on Columbus Blvd. and leave the church together as we begin our walk. Just an FYI-Pastor 
Megan sets a brisk pace! Friends are always welcome! Bring a flashlight.  

 
SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP  

Friday, October 11 from 6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 
On the second Friday of each month, we gather in the Fellowship Hall for fun, fellowship, and food. 
This year, there will be line-dancing, manhunt, scavenger hunts, and of course, boxball. Plus, a time 
for sharing with one another and supporting each other. All high school youth and your friends are 
welcome. Please join us!  

 
LGBTQ+ DINNER FOR NATIONAL COMING OUT DAY  

Friday, October 11 at 6:30 p.m. at Pastor Laurie’s House 
“Come Out” to Pastor Laurie’s on National Coming Out Day!   

Join us for the opportunity to be in community with our LGBTQ+ members. Join us for a delicious 
meal, supportive conversation, and, as always, lots of laughter and fun. We will also welcome 
students from the University of Miami to show them a faith community that is open and affirming. 
Dinner will be provided. RSVP to Pastor Lisa at LisaL@gablesucc.org. 

mailto:Laurieh@gablesucc.org
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GARDEN WARRIORS 
Saturday, October 12 at 9:00 a.m. on the Church Grounds  

If you like to garden, pull weeds, plant flowers, or just help make the exterior landscape of our 
historic church beautiful, then join us for a Garden Warriors’ workday. All volunteers will be 
welcomed and appreciated (kids too)!  

 
CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP 

Saturday, October 12 at 10:00 a.m. in the Church Library   
We offer a time of support and encouragement for caregivers and/or family and friends of people 
who are faced with challenging or chronic illnesses. By speaking with others who are in a similar 
situation, folks may gain comfort, understanding, knowledge, and support from those with an 
understanding or a personal experience of the situation. Be in touch with Pastor Laurie at 
LaurieH@gablesucc.org with any questions.  
  

TRANSGENDER/NON-BINARY SUPPORT GROUP 
Saturday, October 12 at 2:00 p.m. in the Church Library 

 

We gather to share support for those who identify as transgender or non-binary; and for those who 
love someone trans or non-binary. For more information, please be in touch with Pastor Lisa at 
LisaL@gablesucc.org.  
  

 
 

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION: WHO IS GOD? 
Sundays, through October 20 at 9:45 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. in Havighorst Lounge  

For those intrigued by the question, “Who is God?,” this is a class for you. For those interested in 
learning about Bruce Epperly, PhD, our newest Visiting Scholar before he arrives, this is a class 
for you. For those who’ve heard about Process and Relational Theology, this is a class for you. But 
if you just want to have fun and have an inquiring mind, well, you get the idea. Come join Rick 
Walters for stimulating conversation, ideas, and an introduction to our Visiting Scholar Program. 

 
SUNDAY MORNING BOOK STUDY  

Islam Explained: A Short Introduction to History, Teachings, and Culture  
Sundays, through October 20 from 9:45 a.m. – 10:30 A.m. in the Library  

Led by Bryan Hernandez 
Ever wanted to learn more about the Five Pillars of Islam, or the history of Islam? Join us for a new 
book study on the book Islam Explained by Ahmad Rashid Salim, led by church member Bryan 
Paz-Hernandez. With more than 1.8 billion followers worldwide, Islam is one of the world's largest 
religions, but it is also one that is poorly understood by many Americans. Islam Explained offers 
an informative overview of the faith, helping those who are new to Islam foster cultural awareness 
while also providing those already familiar with it the opportunity to deepen their understanding. 

----------------------------------------------------- 
 

OUT OF THE DARKNESS WALK FOR SUICIDE AWARENESS 
Sunday, October 13 Starting at 9:00 a.m. at Regatta Park 

Join the Coral Gables UCC Team for Mental Health in this family-friendly event of hope, healing, 
and help for those who need it. The walk is a united effort to end suicide, while showing up for 
yourself, recognizing and honoring those you love, and raising awareness about preventing suicide. 
For information or to sign up, contact Pastor Lisa at LisaL@gablesucc.org. 

mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
mailto:LisaL@gablesucc.org
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SERVE A MEAL FOR THE HOMELESS: CHAPMAN PARTNERSHIP  
Sunday, October 13 at 4:00 p.m.  

1550 North Miami Avenue. Miami, FL 33136 
Join members of Gables UCC on the second Sunday of each month as we serve a meal for residents 
at the downtown location of Chapman Partnership, a shelter for people experiencing homelessness. 
We will carpool from the church at 4:00 p.m. or you can meet us there, serve at 5:00 p.m., and then 
we will help clean up. This is a wonderful opportunity to serve our community and to build 
relationships with fellow Gables UCC members. To RSVP, please contact Zilkia-Marie Denis 
McNabb at zdeni001@gmail.com or 786.712.2635.  Anyone who volunteers at Chapman 
Partnership must be registered with them as well. Please go to their website. 

 
VURCHERS AND EXPATS OF GABLES UCC 

Sunday, October 13 at 4:00 p.m. (EST) 
Whether you are living across the Pond, on the Gulf of Mexico, in the Carolinas, or the 
hinterlands of the East or West Coast, please join our special fellowship and support group.   
  

We gather from around the world to check in with our Gables UCC members and friends living 
outside of South Florida. Whether you have been a former member or friend of the church and have 
moved away, or have found a home with us virtually, we invite you to be connected through this 
special group just for you. We would especially love to hear from those of you who faced and/or 
are dealing with the aftermath of Hurricane Helene. Contact Pastor Laurie for the link. We look 
forward to seeing you from your place in the world! 

 
LUNCH AND THE BIBLE 

Tuesday, October 15 at Noon in Havighorst Lounge 
Join Pastor Lisa for a time of fellowship and discussion on a specific Bible passage of her choosing, 
or you may submit a scripture for discussion. Bring your own lunch. Coffee and dessert provided.  
 

BEYOND THE PRESIDENCY: 
DECODING THE NOVEMBER 2024 BALLOT 

Sunday, October 27 at 12:30 p.m. in Havighorst Lounge and Zoom 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Most people know a presidential election is happening – but what else will be on your ballot this 
year? This “decoding the ballot” session will take you down the ballot to explore the other federal, 
state, and county offices and amendments that voters in our community get to weigh in on. We’ll 
look at candidates and issues through the lens of Gables UCC’s congregational priorities and learn 
where to find out more information about the choices those of us who can vote get to make. The 
session will be led by Gables UCC member Louise Davidson-Schmich whose day job is Professor 
of Political Science at UM.   

mailto:zdeni001@gmail.com?subject=Chapman%20Partnership
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WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB 
In-Person: Friday, November 15 at 7:00 p.m. at Pastor Laurie’s Home 

Virtual: Saturday, November 16 at 4:00 p.m. on Zoom 
Please join us as we discuss the New York Times bestseller, The Women, from the celebrated author 
Kristin Hannah. The Women is the story of one woman gone to war, but it shines a light on all 
women who put themselves in harm’s way and whose sacrifice and commitment to their country 
has too often been forgotten. A novel about deep friendships and bold patriotism, The Women is a 
richly drawn story with a memorable heroine whose idealism and courage under fire will come to 
define an era. Contact Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org to RSVP. 

 
SUNDAY MORNING ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

The Gospel According to James Baldwin  
Sundays October 27 and November 3 at 9:45 a.m. in Havighorst Lounge and Zoom  

In August of 1924, one of the most significant writers of the twentieth century was born in a hospital 
in Harlem. From New York and Paris, James Baldwin would produce a string of piercing and 
poignant works about race, sexuality, and history, in the form of unforgettable novels, such as 
Another Country and Giovanni’s Room, and critical essays. In 1962, as the civil-rights movement 
was gaining momentum, The New Yorker published, Letter from a Region in My Mind, Baldwin’s 
sweeping reflection on his life and treatment as an African-American. “To accept one’s past, one’s 
history, is not the same thing as drowning in it,” he writes. “It’s learning how to use it.”   
  
On these two Sundays, join Pastor Laurie as we look at the words, lessons, and the prophetic voice 
of James Baldwin in what would have been his 100th year. Suggested reading: The Gospel 
According to James Baldwin: What America’s Great Prophet Can Teach Us about Life, Love, and 
Identity by Greg Garrett, and Begin Again: James Baldwin’s America and Its Urgent Lesson for 
Our Own by Eddie Glaude Jr.  
   

 
On the third Sunday of the month, following 11:00 a.m. morning worship, all youth are invited to 
share in a Sunday Funday as we venture out to discover places of interest or to do some really fun 
things nearby.  On Sunday, October 20, Middle Schoolers are headed to Robert Is Here, a very 
cool fruit stand and farm that has animals, an aviary, and best of all, the best milkshakes and 
smoothies around. For the High Schoolers, the game truck is coming! After a quick lunch, the game 
truck will arrive at the church for a variety of video games, gaming stations, and other fun games 
in and outside the truck. For more information, contact Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
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CORAL GABLES CONGREGATIONAL UCC STAFF DIRECTORY 
305.448.7421 (Extensions listed below) 

 

Ministers 
All Members of the Church 
 
Pastoral Staff 
The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor                      LaurieH@gablesucc.org  ext. 116 
The Rev. Megan Smith, Associate Pastor                             MeganS@gablesucc.org ext. 119 

 
Program Staff 
The Rev. Lisa LeSueur, Assistant Pastor for Congregational and Staff Care  
                                                                                                  LisaL@gablesucc.org  ext. 150      
Mark Hart, Exec. Dir. of the Community Arts Program        MarkH@gablesucc.org  ext. 120 
The Rev. Mairolet Vega, Spanish Language Worship                     Mairoletvega@gmail.com  
German Language Worship Information                                GermanMinistry@gablesucc.org 
Brooke Bagnall-Koger, Director of Early Childhood Center              
                                                                                                BrookeB@gablesucc.org ext.315                  
    To contact Early Childhood Center, please call:                                              305.444.9792 
 
Support Staff 
Mariana Broadmeadow, Life Events Coordinator                MarianaB@gablesucc.org ext.114 
Anthony Cabrera, Minister of Liturgical Arts                                             Cabreraa25@att.net 
Kris Coney, Sound Technician                                                                    info@gablesucc.org 
Allen Feldman, Pew Organizer                                           
Elena Garcia and Raul Hernandez, Daily Hospitality Team 
Dr. Charmyn Kirton, Music Ministry Coordinator              CharmynK@gablesucc.org ext. 121 
Elena Korallis, Communications Coordinator                            ElenaK@gablesucc.org ext.113 
Seth Patterson, Youth and Adult Bell Choir Director                              smpatter@samford.edu 
Dennis Rodrigues CPA, Business Manager                  DennisR@gablesucc.org ext.130 
Dr. Alicia Romero, Children’s Choir Director                                         Aliciar@gablesucc.org 
Geneviève Savain, Executive Assistant to the Senior Pastor   
                                                                                              GenevieveS@gablesucc.org ext.153                                                  
Dr. Gregory Taylor, Parish Musician                                                          Gregpiano1@aol.com 
  
Maintenance and Custodial Team 
Rene Dominguez (Lead Custodian) 
Carlos Barrios, Eddie Oviedo, and Hortensia Piloto Lopez 

                    
        WE ARE OUT OF THE BOX PEOPLE 
 

 
Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 

3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 
Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 

 
 

mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
mailto:MeganS@gablesucc.org
mailto:LisaL@gablesucc.org
mailto:MarkH@gablesucc.org
mailto:GermanMinistry@gablesucc.org
mailto:BrookeB@gablesucc.org
mailto:MarianaB@gablesucc.org
mailto:CharmynK@gablesucc.org
mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
mailto:smpatter@samford.edu
mailto:DennisR@gablesucc.org
mailto:Gregpiano1@aol.com
http://www.gablesucc.org/
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