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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

ALL are welcome to this time and place of worship. 

Know that in this church you are welcome as you are and for who you are. 
 

As followers of Christ, we are compelled by the Gospel to seek  

reconciliation and wholeness in a world that is all too often an unloving place.  

Therefore, whether you are gay, straight, or in-between;  

whatever your country of origin or ancestry;  

whether you are a believer, a doubter or a seeker;  

in Christ’s love, we welcome you, so that by the power 

of the Holy Spirit we can work together to  

usher in God’s Reign of justice, peace, and mercy. 
 

However you join us today, whether in-person or online, please know that the worship of God  

is enhanced because of your presence and participation from wherever you are…. 

 

 

 

  

Coral Gables Congregational UCC acknowledges the ancestral and traditional territories of the 

Seminole Tribe of Florida, the Council of the Original Miccosukee Simanolee Nation Aboriginal 

Peoples and the Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida who are the original owners and custodians 

of the land upon which we stand, worship, and serve.  

 

We respect the rich history and ongoing relationship Natives peoples have with this land and the many 

contributions of Indigenous people to this place. We honor their distinctive cultural heritage by 

working to fulfill our commitment to justice, recognizing that they lived here and cared for this land 

over countless generations. 

 

We also know words without action are vain so in this 100th year of our existence, we will work to 

responsibly advocate for treaty rights, tribal sovereignty, and movements to return land back into 

Indigenous hands. The significance of this sacred ground – as well as its painful history – compels 

us as a congregation to engage in reparative justice. We seek to do so.  

 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 

3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 
 

 

 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

June 2, 2024                                 Our faith is over 2000 years old;                             11:00 a.m. 

Our thinking is not. 
 

 

PRIDE SUNDAY  

                                                Hope will never be silent.  

                                                                                  ~Harvey Milk 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                        

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, 

you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation. 
 

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are 

joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 
 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 

each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook and Instagram. 
 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these walls 

but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text “GABLESUCC” to 

833.245.6434 or go to our church app. 

You can also give at gablesucc.org/give. 
 

RECOGNITION OF HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES  

 

CALL TO COMMUNITY    He's Got the Whole World in His Hands                  arr. Mack Wilberg 

The Cherub, Agape, and Chancel Choirs with Jorge Rodriguez, signer 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                            Nathaniel Nayor, member since 2022 

    One:  Creative One, 

You were in a very good mood the day You created us. 

Fabulous and faithful, free, and fierce 

made in Your own image. 

Beautiful, brave.  

vulnerable, vibrant. 

    All:  We are the people You have called us to be,  

Liberated, longing, loving. 

Filled with the hope of the rainbow,  

set free by Your gifts of grace. 

    We marvel at your love, 

we bow to your mercy, 

we live because of your forgiveness. 

    One: Join us in these moments 

and in our lives as we offer once again  

all of ourselves given to You,  

Who first gave all of Yourself for us. 

    All:  Alleluia, Alleluia, all praise and honor are Yours, 

Now and forever. Amen. 

http://gablesucc.org/live
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All children through 5th grade wishing to attend Sunday School are invited at this time to exit 

into the Fellowship Hall. Childcare is available for children Pre-K and under in the Education 

Wing. Middle School and High School students may stay in worship today. 
 

*OPENING HYMN                                    All Are Welcome                                      Marty Haugen  
 

Let us build a house where love can dwell 

And all can safely live 

A place where saints and children tell 

How hearts learn to forgive 

Built of hopes and dreams and visions 

Rock of faith and vault of grace 

Here the love of Christ shall end divisions 

All are welcome, all are welcome 

All are welcome in this place 
 

Let us build a house where prophets speak 

And words are strong and true 

Where all God's children dare to seek 

To dream God's reign anew 

Here the cross shall stand as witness 

And a symbol of God's grace 

Here as one we claim the faith of Jesus 

All are welcome, all are welcome 

All are welcome in this place 
 

Let us build a house where love is found 

In water, wine and wheat 

A banquet hall on holy ground 

Where peace and justice meet 

Here the love of God, through Jesus 

Is revealed in time and space 

As we share in Christ the feast that frees us 

All are welcome, all are welcome 

All are welcome in this place. 

  

*PASSING OF THE PEACE                                                      Gisela Vega, member since 2011 

One: As people of faith, we recognize that we are called to do justice, to love mercy, and to 

walk humbly with God. In this spirit, our familia of faith extends hospitality and 

affirmation to all people regardless of race, cultural heritage, ethnicity, age, gender, 

sexual orientation, immigration status, gender identity, physical or mental health, 

socioeconomic status, or religious tradition. Let us embrace our differences and 

welcome the stranger and the familiar with those in this space and those joining us 

virtually, by saying, “Peace be with you.”  

    Many: And also with you 

If you are in the sanctuary, please share words of peace or welcome with those around you. . 

If you are worshipping with us from home, please know the peace of Christ is with you.  

Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace of Christ with them.  
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SUNG RESPONSE                                                                                                              from Taizé                     

Bless the Lord, my soul and bless God’s holy name; 

Bless the Lord, my soul who leads me into life. 

  

INTRODUCTION OF BRIAN BOND 

Dr. Edith Guffey, Vice Chair of PFLAG National 

 

PRESENTATION  

Brian Bond, Director of PFLAG National 
 

ANTHEM                                              Make Them Hear You                             Ahrens and Flaherty 

Gregory Jackson, vocalist 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON                              Mark 3:1-6                                        The Inclusive Bible 

Read in Spanish  

Raul Hernandez, member since 2011 
 

Returning to the synagogue, Jesus met someone who had a withered hand. Now the religious 

authorities were watching to see if Jesus would heal the individual on the Sabbath day, as they were 

hoping for some evidence to use against Jesus. He said to the afflicted one, “Stand and come up 

front.” Then he turned to them and said, “Is it permitted to do a good deed on the Sabbath – or an 

evil one? To preserve life or to destroy it?” 
 

At this they remained silent. Jesus looked around at them with anger, for he was deeply grieved that 

they had closed their hearts so. Then Jesus said to the person, “Stretch out your hand.” The other did 

so, and the hand was perfectly restored.  
 

Friends, listen. God is still speaking. 

Thanks be to God!  

 

THE MORNING MESSAGE                                                             

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner  
 

SUNG RESPONSE                                     At This Table                                        Myrin and Menzel 

The Chancel Choir with Seth Woods, percussion  
 

At this time, you may text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email her at 

3059686482@vtext.com to be included in this morning’s prayers and to be placed on the church 

prayer list which is prayed over weekly by the Called to Care Prayer Team.  
 

THE MORNING PRAYERS AND OUR SAVIOR’S PRAYER (spoken) 

You are welcome to use the language or words of your tradition or choice. 

Our Creator who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,  

Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
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INVITATION TO GIVE, SERVE, BELONG   

Liz Stack, church member since 2022 
 

*THE DOXOLOGY  

Please stand and sing together: 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, all creatures here below. 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host,  

Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION  

     One: While this service now ends, our service to the community and wider world begins.     

     Many: The work of holding one another and this community in love. 

The work of trusting that we are on the right path. 

The work of believing that what connects us is stronger than what separates us. 

The work of letting go of that which does not serve us. 

The work of radical inclusion. 

The work of liberation and justice for all. 

The work of this beloved community. 

A beloved community of which we are all part. 

A place where we are welcomed, respected, valued, cherished. 

A place where we belong. 

    One: Go in peace. Amen.  

 

*THE SUNG BENEDICTION                     Alleluia  

As we end our service, you are invited to join hands with your neighbors,  

then lift your hands up in paise to God on the second verse.   

 

*POSTLUDE                          Etude in C-Sharp Minor, Op.10 No. 4                                 Chopin 

Dr. Greg Taylor, piano  
 

During the postlude, you are invited to come forward to the piano to enjoy the music. 

Please also come forward to greet and welcome our students and our new members.  
 

Following our service, please join us in the Fellowship Hall for our Connection Café, 

 a time to connect over conversation and refreshments. 

Visitors and guests, we would LOVE to have you join us. 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS MORNING’S BULLETIN COVER 
 

The Last Supper by artist Doug Blanchard. 

Blanchard has started to paint the whole canon of scripture around  

the gay experience and the mission of Jesus Christ. 
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A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 
 

If you are visiting for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we have found 

each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a place to live 

out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite you into our 

community. For more information about the church or membership, please contact Pastor Laurie at 

305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to places 

around the country and around the world; as well as folks who are actively involved in the church who 

have never set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and beliefs as a 

progressive, open-minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation. Whether an expat or “vurcher” 

(one who attends church virtually each week), please join us each Sunday for worship and for other 

programs and educational experiences online throughout the week.  
 

No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey, you are welcome here. 
 

 

 

 

FOOD FOR THE SOUL  

TODAY: At 12:15 p.m. in Havighorst Lounge and on Zoom  
 

We are so pleased to welcome Brian Bond, Executive Director of PFLAG National, to share with us 

the work of PFLAG, especially in Florida during this tumultuous time for the LGBTQ+ 

community. Founded in 1973, PFLAG is the first and largest organization dedicated to supporting, 

educating, and advocating for LGBTQ+ people and their families.  
 

With an extensive background in constituency outreach and coalition bridge-building, Brian has also 

strengthened PFLAG National’s deep commitment to ensuring PFLAG is a place where every family 

belongs. Prior to joining PFLAG National, Brian served in the Obama Administration as Deputy 

Director for the White House Office of Public Engagement and primary liaison for the LGBTQ 

community, the first to serve in that role. Join us for a light lunch and the opportunity to hear one of 

the most active individuals in the work of LGBTQ+ rights.   
 

We also welcome Dr. Edith Guffey, former Associate General Minister of the UCC and Conference 

Minister of the Kansas-Oklahoma Conference of the UCC, and a great friend to this congregation. 

Edith is presently Vice Chair of PFLAG National.  

 

IN OUR PRAYERS  

We remember all those places of war, violence, and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace for all 

people around the world. We especially remember this day the people of Palestine, Israel, Ukraine, 

and Haiti, and those who have suffered much loss through war, natural disasters, terrorism, and 

violence. A lighted candle on the altar symbolizes our prayers for peace, compassion, and unity. 

 

FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 

Open TODAY 12:00 noon – 1:30 p.m.  

Located outside the Fellowship Hall  

Come and shop in support of our justice ministry. Each of your purchases helps artisans in developing 

countries build strong, local economies. These skilled workers are paid fair-living wages while 

crafting sustainable products that do not harm the environment. No child labor is used. 
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STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and friends, 

filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general church 

business. If you would like to be included, contact Elena at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 

INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO KNOW 

How do I become a member of the church? 

If you want religion with relevancy… 

If you’ve wished for an open and embracing community of faith to nurture your spirit… 

Then we warmly invite you to help us build the family of Gables UCC. 
 

If you are interested in “inquiring” about Gables UCC and what it means to be a member of our family 

of faith, we cordially invite you to be in touch with Pastor Laurie at Laurieh@gablesucc.org.  

 

OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store or 

Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with church 

information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena Korallis, our 

Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 
FOOD PANTRY 

Your donations of food go a long way in helping the hungry of our community. Please drop off your 

bags of groceries at the church or you may also donate financially at gablesucc.org/give. Under the 

fund column, select “Food Pantry.” We also LOVE getting boxes from Amazon or other places filled 

with canned goods. 

mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
mailto:Laurieh@gablesucc.org
mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
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Join us for this important Right to Read Celebration presented by The New Republic and hosted by 

Katie Phang of MSNBC and the daughter of our own Jean Phang. This special event will feature 

authors who are currently banned or who have been banned in the recent past; fellow writers who have 

taken up the cause; and teachers, librarians, and students who have been directly impacted by the book 

bans that are sweeping America (4,240 unique titles were challenged last year, an increase of almost 

65% over 2022).  

 
As part of the evening, they will feature book readings and conversations with a group of banned 

writers including Lauren Groff, Nikole Hannah-Jones, Ellen Hopkins, George M. Johnson, Ashley 

Hope Perez, Jodi Picoult, and Jacqueline Woodson, with more to come. Gables UCC will also be part 

of the group receiving the Toni Morrison Courage Award for our work against book banning.   

 

As a Sanctuary for Banned Books, let’s show our support for this free event, so please join us. You 

may reserve your free ticket for this event by going to the link in Laurie’s Lines or requesting it from 

Pastor Laurie. If you wish to take the church shuttle, we will leave the church at 5:45 p.m. Please 

reserve your seat by registering with Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org. 

 

 

 

 

YOUTH GROUP SCHOOL ENDS PARTIES! 

Middle School on Thursday, June 6 from 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. at Pastor Laurie’s. 

High School on Friday, June 14 from 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. at Pastor Laurie’s. 

 

GARDEN WARRIORS 

Saturday, June 8 at 8:00 a.m. on the Church Grounds  

If you like to garden, pull weeds, plant flowers, or just help make the exterior landscape of our 

historic church beautiful, then join us for a Garden Warriors’ workday. All volunteers will be 

welcomed and appreciated (kids too)!   

mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
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TRANS SUPPORT GROUP  

June 8 at 11:00 a.m. in the Church Library  

We will gather to share support for those who identify as trans or non-binary; and for those who love 

someone trans or non-binary. For more information, please be in touch with Pastor Laurie.  

 

ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION  

Sundays, through June 23 at 9:45 a.m. in Havighorst Lounge and Zoom  

Join Pastor Megan, as we read and explore the Lectionary assigned scriptures from the Gospel 

According to Mark for each Sunday. This is sure to be an inspiring follow-up to our Amy-Jill Levine 

study of the Gospel According to Mark. We will discuss:  
June 9: Mark 4:26-34  

 June 16: Mark 4:35-41 

 June 23: Mark 5:21-43 
 

NEXT SUNDAY, JUNE 9: CHOIR APPRECIATION SUNDAY  

Choir Appreication Sunday is the unique day when we express our gratitude to our Chancel 

Choir, Handbell Choir, and Vocal Ensemble by having them sing and ring even more!  They 

will take us on a memorable journey through the music of the past year, singing and ringing 

some of our favorites including the commissioned anthem from our 100th anniversary 

celebration. Be with us as we express our gratitude for the gift of our inspiring and beautiful 

music ministry program week after week after week after week.  
 

EXPATS AND VURCHERS GATHERING 

Sunday, June 9 at 12:30 p.m. via Zoom 

Whether you are living across the Pond, on the Gulf of Mexico, in the Carolinas, or the 

hinterlands of the East or West Coast, please join our special fellowship and support group. 
 

We gather from around the world to check in with our Gables UCC members and friends living outside 

of South Florida. Whether you have been a former member or friend of the church and have moved 

away, or have found a home with us virtually, we invite you to be connected through this special group 

just for you. Email Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org for the Zoom link.  

 

SERVE A MEAL FOR THE HOMELESS 

Sunday, June 9 from 4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

Chapman Partnership: 1550 North Miami Avenue, Miami 
 

Join members of Gables UCC on the second Sunday of each month as we serve a meal for residents 

at the downtown location of Chapman Partnership, a shelter for people experiencing homelessness. 

We will arrive at 4:00 p.m., serve at 5:00 p.m., and then help clean up. This is a wonderful opportunity 

to serve our community and to build relationships with fellow Gables UCC members.     

Students ages 13-15 can volunteer with an adult. Students ages 16 and older can volunteer by 

themselves, but Chapman must know the name of the student, their age, and the school they attend so 

that Chapman can verify that they don’t have any of their students attending the same school as the 

volunteer.    
 

To RSVP, please contact Zilkia-Marie Denis McNabb at zdeni001@gmail.com or 786.712.2635. 

Anyone who volunteers at Chapman Partnership must be registered with them as well. Please go to 

the Chapman Partnership website to register before your volunteer date. 

 

mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
mailto:zdeni001@gmail.com?subject=Chapman%20Partnership
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WEDNESDAY EVENING TEACH-IN ON ZOOM 

Wednesday, June 12 from 7:00p.m. – 8:00 p.m.  

Don't Believe Everything You Believe 

We see more information in one day than our grandparents did in one year. Our social media is flooded 

with posts meant to invoke our emotional responses and tribal tendencies. We may think we are 

rational thinkers, but actually, everyone, including ourselves, is a victim of flawed thinking.  Our 

presenter Bertha Vazquez will take us through the basics of how our thinking is often clouded by our 

biases, perceptions, experiences, and identities. She will give examples of how science denial and 

pseudoscience often find their way into the news, social media, and friend groups. Bring along your 

open mind and a “get ready” for a slice of humble pie!!   
 

Bertha Vazquez taught science for 33 years at GW Carver Middle School. She is now the Education 

Director at The Center for Inquiry and a contributing author of books on Evolution and Climate 

Change. Her work has been featured in the New York Times, NPR, and numerous podcasts and 

webinars. To register for the Zoom link, please go to our website or Laurie’s Lines.  

 

 

 

SERVING PRIDE 

Thursday, June 13 at 6:00 p.m. at Pastor Laurie’s 

Concert at 7:30 p.m. 

All members of the LGBTQ+ community of Gables UCC are invited to “come out” to Pastor 

Laurie’s home for dinner and then the opening night concert of our Community Arts Program at 

7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Join us for a casual potluck dinner (please bring a salad of your choosing 

or a dessert) and then we will attend opening night with Hot Fiddle, an epic genre-bursting ride from 

classical and jazz, to fiddle and rock!  Your tickets are free, but you must register using the link in 

Laurie’s Lines, on our website, or by emailing Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 

CAREGIVERS’ SUPPORT GROUP  

June 15 at 10:00 a.m. in the Church Library  

We are offering a time of support and encouragement for caregivers and/or family and friends of 

people with dementia, Alzheimer's, or brain disease. By speaking with others who are in a similar 

situation, folks may gain comfort, understanding, knowledge, and support from those with an 

understanding or a personal experience of the situation. For more information, please be in touch with 

Pastor Laurie.   

 

NOT YOUR FATHER’S MEN’S GROUP  

Saturday, June 15 from 6:00 p.m. – 8:00p.m. at Pastor Laurie’s  

All men of the church! Mark your calendars now. Details coming.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
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We are ready to celebrate our victories for justice this year! Join us for dinner, dancing, and 

merriment with the rest of PACT (People Acting for Community Together). We will also be 

asking for investments for the work of PACT at this meeting. Please know that any investment 

of any size is valued.  Let justice roll!  
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSed_hoUGh_WsLb9m18Hub-Y1eCpt8R-hoq2W1MbYMzRXdClNg/viewform
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WHAT’S ON YOUR BUCKET LIST? 

How about a trip of a lifetime to Greece, the Greek Islands, and Turkey  

as we walk in the footsteps of the Apostle Paul? 

March 21-29, 2025 

  

 

Join us for this very special study tour that will take pilgrims to the extraordinary locations where 

the Apostle Paul trekked when spreading the Gospel, including where he baptized the first 

Christian, delivered his famous sermon in Athens, wrote letters to the Corinthians, and was 

imprisoned.    

 

Pilgrims will be able to visit famous historical sites along with spiritual ones. The pilgrimage 

will stop at archaeological museums, Greek ruins, the monasteries of Meteora, the Panathenaic 

Stadium, and the Parthenon among others.    

 

The package price includes roundtrip airfare, high-quality hotels, daily meals, private tour buses, 

an English-speaking tour guide, a three-day cruise, gratuities, and so much more.    

 

This pilgrimage is open to everyone—young and old, those looking for a life-changing 

experience, or those simply looking to explore the beauty and culture around the Mediterranean 

Sea. We will experience history, see precious archeological ruins, walk and pray in those places 

where Christianity grew up, and where the Spirit has been working for centuries. Your faith will 

come alive!  

 

Interested? Please be in touch with Pastor Laurie at Laurieh@gablesucc.org.    
 

mailto:Laurieh@gablesucc.org
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Men of the church! Mark your calendars now. More details  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Prelude in B Flat minor, Op.28, No. 16 by Chopin 

Dr. Greg Taylor, Parish Musician 

 


