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' CORAL GABLES CONGREGATIONAL
i y) UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

AN OPEN AND AFFIRMING, JUST PEACE, W.IS.E, CREATION JUSTICE,
ANTI-RACISM, AND SANCTUARY CHURCH OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!

ALL are welcome to this time and place of worship.
Know that in this space you are welcome as you are and for who you are.

As followers of Christ, we are compelled by the Gospel to seek
reconciliation and wholeness in a world that is all too often an unloving place.
Therefore, whether you are gay, straight, or in-between;
whatever your country of origin or ancestry;
whether you are a believer, a doubter or a seeker;
in Christ’s love, we welcome you, so that by the power
of the Holy Spirit we can work together to
usher in God’s Reign of justice, peace, and mercy.

GABLES UCC

fa,lthFULLY‘ Forwa_rq

Our Journey Jncludes YOU!

Coral Gables Congregational UCC acknowledges the ancestral and
traditional territories of the Seminole Tribe of Florida,
the Council of the Original Miccosukee Simanolee Nation Aboriginal Peoples
and the Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida
who are the original owners and custodians of the land
upon which we stand, worship, and serve.

The significance of this sacred ground — as well as its painful history —
compels us as a congregation to engage in reparative justice
in words and deeds and dollars.
In this 100" anniversary year we will seek to do so.

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ
3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317
Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org

WE BELIEVE GOD CAN BLOW THE LID OFF ANY BOX AND TURN IT INTO A DANCE FLOOR. WE ARE OUT OF THE BOX PEOPLE.



http://www.gablesucc.org/

ORDER OF WORSHIP
December 17, 2023 Our faith is over 2000 years old; 11:00 a.m.
Our thinking is not.

(O

ONE HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CHURCH
If you are proud of this church, become its advocate.
If you are concerned for its future, share its message.
If its values resonate deep within you, give it a measure of your devotion.
This church cannot survive without your faith, your confidence, your enthusiasm, your generosity.
Its destiny, the larger hope, rests in your hands.

GATHERING MUSIC Now Thank we All our God Karg Elert
Praise the Lord with Drums and Cymbals Karg-Elert
God of Grace and God of Glory Dallas Blair

Dr. Ron Morgan, on the Mary and Alan Cross Organ
Brass: Tim Conner, Dante Luciani, Gabriel Gutierrez, Francisco Dimas, Lucas Sanchez

PRELUDE Built on the Rock the Church Doth Stand Matthew Compton
The Handbell Choir using the Vi Shillington Memorial Handchimes

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE: JOY
The Rev. Jerry and Jeannie Schumm

One: Joy is the space between your breath and your laughter.
Joy is a hand wrapped around yours.
Joy is your heart beating in sync with someone else’s heart.
Joy is that first day of a new season, and the intoxicating hope it brings.
Joy is dancing in the kitchen and singing in your car.
Joy is the first cry of a newborn baby.
Joy is contagious.
Joy is a song.
Joy is the daughter of gratitude.
Joy is the heart of praise.
Joy is celebrating the 100™ anniversary of a beloved church.

Today, we light the candle of joy as a thank you for laughter and for hands that hold
our own. We light the candle of joy for the life we share together, for songs shared,
for anniversaries commemorated, for a future that is promised to us by the Creator
of all that is...

And most importantly, we light the candle of joy as a sign of gratitude for a God
who makes water in the desert, heals the sick, offers sight to the blind, and who
knows us by name. If joy is the song of praise, then joy is where we should stand.

ALL: In him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines
in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
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CHOIR PROCESSIONAL Grand Processional Ronald Kauffman
Celebrating the 100" Anniversary of Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ

THE OPENING LITANY

One:
Many:

One:
Many:

One:

Many:

One:

Many:

One:

Many:
One:

Many:

As we reflect on the past 100 years, we remember times of joy and despair.

In despair, we saw the Great Depression, the economic suffering of millions
and the emotional despair of people who had invested their lives in storing
earthly treasures.

In joy, we saw this church share with and support those in need, as people invested
their lives in relationships and found satisfaction in basic necessities fulfilled.

In despair, we saw two World Wars, death and destruction of lives and of
countries.

In joy, we saw the end of two World Wars, new life and freedom arising from the
midst of smoke and rubble, and a renewed commitment by this congregation toward
a just peace.

In despair, we lived with racism, sexism, and separatism, part of a world that
punished those who objected to such divisions.

With joy, we lived with the Civil Rights Movement and other movements of
liberation, bringing new visions and dreams for a world of opportunity and freedom
for all people, and this congregation’s commitment to being open and affirming and
an anti-racist church.

In despair, we fought the Cold War, where hatred and fear were nurtured as
money was poured into weapons of destruction while people suffered for want
of food and clothing.

With joy, we survived the Cold War and saw a new generation of peace and
harmony as enemies became friends and colleagues, and swords were actually sold
to buy plowshares.

In despair, we experienced violence in ways never imagined, in our schoolyards
and neighborhoods, our highways, our vacation homes.

With joy, we worked together to protect our children and teach values of kindness
and mercy, to create a world where such violence need never rule our lives.

In joy and despair, we look to the future, dreaming of joy fulfilled and despair
overcome in and through Christ’s church.

Please stand as you are able for the hymn.

*HYMN FOR CHOIR AND CONGREGATION arr. Jon Paige and Brad Nix

Fanfare and Concertato on “The Church’s One Foundation”

Choir:
Christ the Lord is worthy of praise. Alleluia!
Sing to the Lord. Christ the Author of our faith.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Christ the sure foundation!



Choir and Congregation:

The Church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord;
She is His new creation, by water and the word,;
From Heav’n He came and sought her to be his holy bride,
With His own blood he bought her, and for her life He died.

Elect from ev’ry nation, yet one o’er all the earth,
Her charter of salvation, one Lord, one faith, one birth;
One holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food,
And to one hope she presses, with ev’ry grace undued.

Choir:
‘Mid toil and tribulation and tumult of her war,
She waits the consummation of peace forevermore.
Till with the vision glorious, her longing eyes are blest,
And Christ’s great church victorious will be the church at rest.

Choir and Congregation:

Yet she on earth has union with God, the Three in One,
And mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won,;
O happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace that we,
Like them, the meek and lowly, on high may dwell with thee.

Chair:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Amen! Amen!

*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE
One: Let us greet one another like we greet this new morning of joy! Extend the love of
God to your neighbor saying, “The peace of Christ be with you,”
Many: And also with you.
You are invited to share the peace or words of welcome with those around you.
Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace with them.

All children and youth through 5™ grade wishing to attend Sunday School are invited to exit into
the Fellowship Hall. Childcare is available for children Pre-K and under
in the Arts and Education wing.

*SUNG INTERLUDE
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel.
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Child of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel, shall come to you, O Israel.

O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer; our spirits by your advent here.
Love stir within the womb of night, and death’s own shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice!

Emmanuel, shall come to you, O Israel.
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THE SCRIPTURE LESSON Acts 2:17-21
Andrea Cabrera-Elguezabal

In the days to come —
It is our God who speaks —
I will pour out my Spirit on all humankind.
Your daughters and sons will prophesy,
your young people will see visions,
and your elders will dream dreams.
Even on the most insignificant of my people,
Both women and men, | will pour out my Spirit in those days,
and they will prophesy.
And | will display wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below.
And all who call upon the name of our God will be saved.

Friends, listen. God is still speaking.
Thanks be to God!

REFLECTION
Joe Scott, church moderator; Margaret Roles, honorary member of church council;
Drew Gingrich, vurcher; Gillian Smith, vurcher

CHORAL RESPONSE In the Midst of New Dimensions arr. Antonia N. Wilson
The Chancel Choir
Commissioned for the 100" Anniversary of Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ

In the midst of new dimensions, in the face of changing ways.
Who will lead the pilgrim peoples wandering in their separate ways?

Through the flood of starving people, warring factions and despair,
Who will lift the olive branches? Who will light the flame of care?

God of rainbow, fiery pillar, leading where the eagles soar,
We your people, ours the journey now and ever, now and evermore.

As we stand a world divided by our own self-seeking schemes,
Grant that we, your global village, might envision wider dreams.
God is still speaking.

God of rainbow, fiery pillar, leading where the eagles soar,
We your people, ours the journey now and ever.
God is speaking. Now and evermore.

In God’s own image, all persuasions, old and young,
Each a gift in your creation, each a love song to be sung.

God of rainbow, fiery pillar, leading where the eagles soar,
We your people, ours the journey now and ever, now and ever, now and evermore.
God is speaking! God is speaking! God is speaking evermore!
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REFLECTION
Dana Viggiano, member at large of council; Deborah Paris, church council secretary

CHORAL REPSONSE Credo
The Chancel Choir with Charmyn Kirton, soloist

REFLECTION
Tim Knoll, church treasurer; Elizabeth Delgado, vice-moderator of the church

(O

THE RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS

VIDEO

INTRODUCTIONS

OPENING WORDS

QUESTIONS OF THE CANDIDATES
WORDS OF THANKSGIVING

*QUESTIONS OF THE CONGREGATION

*CONGREGATIONAL WELCOME

We welcome you with joy into our community of faith. We promise that when we walk
through these doors, we will treat each other like family and as beloved children of God. We
believe that we are stronger united together than as individuals, so we pledge to share our
support in the work to which we feel called: striving for peace and justice among all people,
protecting and restoring the integrity of all God's creation, and bringing hope to those most
vulnerable.

WORDS OF WELCOME AND PROCLAMATION
Joe Scott, church moderator

SUNG RESPONSE FROM CHOIR AND CONGREGATION
From One Generation to Another Allen Pote
The congregation may remain seated.

From one generation to another,

Let the people praise, O let the people praise you, O God.
Great are you, Lord, and greatly to be praised.
Your greatness is beyond understanding,

And the might of your deed shall be proclaimed.
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We shall celebrate and sing, celebrate and sing of your goodness.
We shall sing of your power, sing of your power and majesty.
We shall make known, make known your marvelous miracles,

And the glorious splendor of your Kingdom.
O great are you, Lord, and greatly to be praised.
Your greatness is beyond understanding,
And the might of your deeds shall be proclaimed.

From one generation to another generation,
Let the people praise you, O God.

Choir and Congregation:
O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come,
Be thou our guide while life shall last, and our eternal home.
Choir: Amen!

FINAL REFLECTION AND INVITATION TO GIVE, SERVE, AND BELONG
Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these
walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text GABLESUCC”
to 833.245.6434 or go to our church app. You may also give at gablesucc.org/give.
For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are at the doors.

*THE BENEDICTION
One: The church
Many: is where a child of God brings a balloon
and where young people see visions and old people dream dreams.
One: The church
Many: Is where daisies bloom out of barren land
and where mountains are moved, and walls come tumbling down.
One: The church

Many: Is where loaves of bread are stacked in the sanctuary to feed the hungry and
coats are taken off and put on the backs of the naked.

One: The church

Many: Is where the anthem is the laughter of the congregation
and the offering plates are full of people.

One: The church

Many: Is where people go when they skin their knees or their hearts

and where judges don’t judge, and each child of God is precious.
One: The church
Many: Is where the sea divides for the exiles

and where people can disagree and hold hands at the same time.
One: The church

Many: is where people write thank-you notes to God
and where seeds are scattered, and miracles are grown.
One: The church
Many: is where home is, and where heaven is;
and where we live responsively toward God’s coming.
One: May we be such a church for another 100 years. Amen and Amen!
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*THE SUNG BENEDICTION Alleluia
As we end our service, you are invited to lift your hands up in
glory to God on the second verse of Alleluia.

Following the service, please join us in the Fellowship Hall for
a very special 100" anniversary edition of the Silver Tea, a long-tradition of this congregation
each Christmas season which was begun by our Women’s Fellowship.
Visitors, we would LOVE to have you join us.

ONE HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY PICTURE
*POSTLUDE Trumpet Tune in G Jeremy Bankson

(O

A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS

If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we have
found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a
place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite you
into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please contact Pastor
Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to places
around the country and around the world; as well as folks who are actively involved in the church
who have never set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and beliefs as a
progressive, open-minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation. Whether an expat or
“vurcher” (one who attends church virtually each week), please join us each Sunday for worship
and for other programs and educational experiences online throughout the week.

No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey, you are welcome here.

~TODAY’S MUSIC ~
This morning’s Grand Processional was originally composed by Ronald Kauffmann, for his son’s
wedding at Gables UCC earlier this year. A native of Indiana and a graduate of both the University
of Evansville and Southern Methodist University, he served for 45 years as Director of Ministries
for large metropolitan churches. He has published over 100 choral, handbell and brass originals and
arrangements, including “Sing a Joyful Song of Christmas” which was featured on the Vienna Choir
Boys Album, “Merry Christmas.”

The 100" anniversary commissioned anthem based on the hymn, In the Midst of New Dimensions,
was arranged by Antonia "Ms. Toni" Wilson. Known for her remarkable talent as a songwriter,
vocal arranger, pianist, and singer, she earned three degrees, including a Bachelor of Arts in Music
and a Master of Arts in Music. Ms. Toni continues to impact the music community through
coaching sessions and clinics with music teachers in Broward and Miami-Dade Schools, and
collaborations with faith-based organizations.

We also welcome Legato VVocal Ensemble, formed in 2002 under the mentorship of Melton Mustafa
Sr., and has been a key element in bringing Ms. Toni’s musical vision to life. The group has a
distinct sound that draws inspiration from various musical genres, creating a harmonious blend that
captivates audiences.
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NEW CHOIR STOLES

This morning you will note the beautiful new choir stoles that have been created out of fabric
donated by the congregation. As the choir sings each week, a little bit of all of us is with them
through fabrics that have meaning to the church family. We have cloth from baptismal gowns, and
ties from fathers, husbands, and brothers. There is a century old tablecloth from someone’s
grandmother, a piece of fabric from a bridal gown, and from a guayabera worn at the wedding of
one of our members. There are pieces and parts from a child’s romper, a pastor’s stole, a kerchief
worn during a protest march, and fabric representative of different cultures associated with our
congregation. It is with much appreciation and gratitude to Anne Heetderks and Cindy Camus who
oversaw this project and created these beautiful, meaningful, and vibrant stoles.

How can | give to Gables UCC?

ONLINE: | MOBILE: | ENVELOPE:

. Scan this Code, Cash and
gablesucc.org/give | Use the Church App, | Checks made out to
or Text "GABLESUCC" Gables UCC
t0 833.245.6434

Message and data rates may apply:

TODAY:
CHRISTMAS CAROLING
Sunday, December 17 ~ Church Shuttle Leaves at 2:00 p.m.
Join us as we bring carols and good cheer to our home-bound members and friends. We will meet
at the church at 2:00 p.m. and travel by the church shuttle bus. Following caroling, we will enjoy
hot chocolate and Christmas cookies. All ages are welcome!

OUR CHURCH APP
For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store or
Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with
church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena
Korallis, our Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK @gablesucc.org.
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STAY IN TOUCH
Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and friends,
filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general church
business. If you would like to be included, contact Elena at ElenaK@gablesucc.org.

IN OUR PRAYERS
We remember all those places of war, violence, and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace for all
people around the world. We especially remember this day the people of Israel, Palestine, Ukraine,
and Haiti, and those who have suffered much loss through war, natural disasters, terrorism, and
violence. A lighted candle on the altar symbolizes our prayers for peace, compassion, and unity.

FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE
Open TODAY 12:00 noon —1:30 p.m.
Wednesday — Saturday from 11:00 a.m. —5:00 p.m.
Come and shop in support of our justice ministry. Each of your purchases helps artisans in
developing countries build strong, local economies. These skilled workers are paid fair-living
wages while crafting sustainable products that do not harm the environment. No child labor is used.
It’s the perfect place to do your holiday shopping. Located outside the Fellowship Hall

MIDDAY ADVENT DEVOTIONS

Magnify: Mary’s Song and the Magnificent Women of Advent
Tuesday, December 19 from Noon — 1:00 p.m. on Zoom

Each Advent season, Christian communities return to Mary’s song, often called the “Magnificat”
because of the first word in its Latin translation: Magnificat anima mea Dominum (“My soul
magnifies the Lord”). It’s a kind of chorus for the church, an annual refrain: an angel visits an
ordinary young woman, gives her good news of great joy — and she lifts her voice to sing! Join
Pastor Megan, as we enter into the birthing story of Jesus as reflected in the lives of Biblical women
through scripture and song.

ADVENT DINNER CHURCH
Wednesday, December 20 AT 6:00 p.m. at the Catalonia House
In the Gospel According to Luke, there is a story about Jesus meeting two of his disciples on the
road to Emmaus, and they did not know him. After walking a whole day together, they stopped to
eat dinner. As they sat down to dine, Jesus broke a loaf of bread and, in the breaking of the bread,
the disciples knew it was him! At Dinner Church we will gather to share a sacred meal, as the first
followers of Jesus did. Simple unaccompanied music is sung, scripture explored, and prayers
offered, all in the context of a home-cooked meal. Register at: https://gablesucc.org/dinnerchurch.

THE LONGEST NIGHT
Thursday, December 21 at 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel
‘Tis the season to be jolly. But not for some. The holidays can be hard for those whose hearts are
hurting. We invite you to this service to find comfort and strength from each other and from God.
It’s called the Longest Night Service as it takes place on the Winter Solstice, the longest night of
the calendar year. This means that on that day there is less sunlight and more darkness than any
other day of the year. Each day that will flow from it, though, will have more light. And so it is
with hope. Please join us for this gentle service which makes time for remembering and for sharing
our hurting places with God, while opening our hearts to the hope of this holy season.
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NEXT SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Worship at 11:00 a.m.
Please note: There is no 9:00 a.m. service.
Please join us as we light the final candle in our Advent wreath, the candle of Love.

NEW YEARS EVE WORSHIP

Sunday, December 31 at 11:00 a.m. (No 9:00 a.m. Worship)
It’s always hard to believe another year has passed. As we look back on the year that was, we know
there have been triumphs and defeats, there have been times of laughter and times of tears. Now
we set our sights on a fresh New Year, filled with possibilities and hopes, with dreams and fresh
beginnings. Let’s close one year and prepare to enter another in worship together, singing songs of
faith, hearing God’s words of promise, offering prayers of thanksgiving and sharing together in
holy communion.

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT EDUCATION
Burning Questions with Rick Walters
Sunday, January 7 at 9:45 a.m. in Havighorst Lounge and on Zoom
“Burning Questions” is the title of an Adult Education class by Rick Walters. The class will explore
deep questions often asked about faith, the Bible, beliefs, theology, and spirituality; and a
framework that is helpful in bringing understanding to any question participants may have. You
may even submit questions you have in advance. Please email your "Burning Questions" to Rick at
juriddr@aol.com. Rick will get to as many as possible within the time allotted.

WOMEN’S CHRISTMAS
Saturday, January 6 from 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.
Catalonia Guest House at 1210 Catalonia Boulevard
Register at gablesucc.org/womenschristmas

In some parts of the world, Epiphany (January 6, which brings the Christmas season to a close) is
celebrated as Women’s Christmas. Originating in Ireland, where it is known as Nollaig na mBan,
Women’s Christmas began as a day when the women, who often carried the domestic
responsibilities all year, took Epiphany as an occasion to enjoy a break and celebrate together at
the end of the holidays.

Whether your domestic duties are many or few, Women’s Christmas is a good time to pause and
take a break from whatever has kept you busy and hurried in the past weeks or months. As the
Christmas season comes to a close, this is an occasion both to celebrate with friends and also to
spend time in reflection before diving into the responsibilities of this New Year.

Together, we will claim some intentional time set apart! Using the creative images and poetry of
Jan Richardson, we will reflect on the past year, participate in a Native American bowl! burning
cleansing ritual, practice massage, share stories, enjoy fellowship, celebrate the Sacrament of Holy
Communion and simply begin this New Year together in the company of women. Please donate a
dish to our vegetarian potluck lunch. The fee for the day is a non-refundable $15.00 which will go
to Jan Richardson as a donation for her wonderful lessons, poetry, and painting.
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HUNGER VIGIL AND THE FESTIVAL OF THE FLEA
Saturday, January 13 beginning at 9:00 a.m.
For the 16" year, Pastor Laurie will go into the church tower as part of our Martin Luther King, Jr.
birthday weekend commemoration and stay there until five tons or 10,000 pounds of food is raised
for the hungry of our community. As part of our Hunger Vigil, we are celebrating the Festival of
the Flea. It’s a flea market with a twist. For $25 (which goes to our food pantry), you can have a
table on the Green to sell any items you wish. Rent a table on Sundays after worship in Fellowship
Hall at the visitor table or on our website at https://gablesucc.org/flea.

FOOD PANTRY
Your donations of food go a long way in helping the hungry of our community. Please drop off
your bags of groceries at the church or you may also donate financially at gablesucc.org/give. Under
the fund column, select “Food Pantry.” We also LOVE getting boxes from Amazon or other places
filled with canned goods.

EPIPHANY SUNDAY
Sunday, January 7 beginning with the 11:00 a.m. service
After a glorious Christmas Season, we begin a new season: Epiphany. Many of us were introduced
to Epiphany through the familiar story of Three Wise Men bearing gifts as they followed the Great
Star by night. In some cultures, Epiphany is known as the Day of the Kings (Dia de los Reyes). It
is also known as Twelfth Day or Twelfth Night, reflecting an old custom of giving a gift for the
twelve days after Christmas. There will be an appearance by the Wise Ones, gifts for the children,
and a special Epiphany party with a pifiata following worship. This is an event for the whole family.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
Sunday, Janaury 8 at 6:30 p.m. at Pastor Laurie’s
We will gather to celebrate the new year and to create beautiful prayer shawls to share with
members of our church family who are ill or starting a new era in their lives. You do not have to
know how to knit or crochet — someone will teach you. If you are looking for a ministry of prayer
and care for others, this may be it. Come and help wrap someone in God’s love by creating a
beautiful prayer shawl.

PET BLESSING AND MEMORIAL SERVICE
February 4 at 2:00 p.m. in the Courtyard
All are invited to bring their pets or a picture of them to the church courtyard for a brief service of
blessing and gratitude for the joy they bring to us. Each participant will receive a picture of
themselves and their pet. From pelicans to penguins, all pets are welcome (be sure to have them on
a leash or properly restrained).

Following the blessing, there will be a special service in the Chapel to remember and give thanks
for all the pets who died this past year. Please note that our Best Friends Memorial Garden, a special
area around the statue of St. Francis in the Courtyard, has been set aside as a space to memorialize
our beloved pets. A plant and personalized, etched stone will be placed in memory of your “best
friend,” if you wish. You do not have to purchase a stone to have your pet remembered at the
service. If you do however wish to have a stone, please contact Ann Pierce Stith at
apiercestith@gmail.com by January 15th for more information.
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CORAL GABLES CONGREGATIONAL UCC STAFF DIRECTORY
305.448.7421 (Extensions listed below)

Ministers
All Members of the Church

Pastoral Staff
The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor LaurieH@gablesucc.org ext. 116
The Rev. Megan Smith, Associate Pastor MeganS@gablesucc.org ext. 119

Program Staff

The Rev. Lisa LeSueur, Assistant Pastor for Congregational and Staff Care
LisaL@gablesucc.org ext. 150

Mark Hart, Exec. Dir. of the Community Arts Program MarkH@gablesucc.org ext. 120

The Rev. Mairolet Vega, Spanish Language Worship Mairoletvega@gmail.com
Dr. Ronald Morgan, Director of Music Ministries RonM@gablesucc.org ext.121
German Language Worship Information GermanMinistry@gablesucc.org

Brooke Bagnall-Koger, Director of Early Childhood Center
BrookeB@gablesucc.org ext.315

To contact Early Childhood Center, please call: 305.444.9792
Support Staff
Mariana Broadmeadow, Life Events Coordinator MarianaB@gablesucc.org ext.114
Anthony Cabrera, Minister of Liturgical Arts Cabreraa25@att.net
Kris Coney, Sound Technician info@gablesucc.org
Allen Feldman, Pew Organizer
Elena Korallis, Communications Coordinator ElenaK@gablesucc.org ext.113
Seth Patterson, Youth Bell Choir Director smpatter@samford.edu
Tony Prinzi, Print, Rentals & Reception Coordinator TonyP@gablesucc.org ext. 100
Alicia Romero-Sardifias, Children’s Choir Director AliciaR@gablesucc.org
Dennis Rodrigues CPA, Business Manager DennisR@gablesucc.org ext.130

Geneviéve Savain, Executive Assistant to the Senior Pastor
GenevieveS@gablesucc.org ext.153
Dr. Gregory Taylor, Parish Musician Gregpianol@aol.com

Maintenance and Custodial Team

Rene Dominguez (Lead Custodian)
Carlos Barrios, Rosario Noriega, Eddie Oviedo

WE ARE OUT OF THE BOX PEOPLE
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GABLES/UCC
tCHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24

Again this year we would like to celebrate together the light that Jesus’ birth brought into the world. The
German Ministry Miami would like to invite you to Christmas Eve church service led by the Reverend Frank

Kopania. We look forward to welcoming you!

Presents are under the tree. Christmas treats are plentiful. Sparking lights are everywhere, and the kids can
barely contain their excitement. Join us for this special family service, where our children can move, jump, be
joyful and celebrate. No sitting still here and no stern “hush” required. This inspiring and joyous program
concludes with the church aglow as every child and adult breaks open their shiny glow stick to light the evening

darkness. The youth handbell choir will also ring in the holy announcement that Jesus is born.

ust pure Christmas spirit as we celebrate the good news that Jesus is born again in our hearts. Following the
p 1% g g g

service, everyone is invited to the courtyard for a live nativity scene with a petting zoo and Christmas cookies.

Come and experience the night sky as we sit between the beauty of a festively-lighted Biltmore Hotel and the
grandeur of the church and its glowing tower. This informal, outdoor service will have the joyous music of a
brass quintet, the telling of the nativity story, lots of familiar Christmas carols, and the traditional ending of
each person holding a lighted candle raised high as we sing together “Silent Night.”

Our Christmas Eve worship has become a tradition, not only for our own church family, but for many in our
community. Be with us as the glow of luminaries around the church lights the way to a glorious celebration of
the birth of Jesus Christ in our beautifully decorated, historic sanctuary. Experience spirit-filled worship, the
singing of festive carols, moving choral and instrumental music, the telling of the nativity story through
scripture and poetry, and, of course, the traditional lighting of candles during the singing of “Silent Night.”

GABLESUCC.ORG/CHRISTMAS




WE DON'T COME TO
CHURCH TO FIND GOD.

WE COME TO CHURCH
TO LEARN TO FIND GOD

EVERYWH ERE






