
1 
 
 

 



2 
 
 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here 

 

ALL are welcome to this time and place of worship. 

Know that in this space you are welcome as you are and for who you are. 
 

As followers of Christ, we are compelled by the Gospel to seek  

reconciliation and wholeness in a world that is all too often an unloving place.  

Therefore, whether you are gay, straight, or in-between;  

whatever your country of origin or ancestry;  

whether you are a believer, a doubter or a seeker;  

in Christ’s love, we welcome you, so that by the power 

of the Holy Spirit we can work together to  

usher in God’s Reign of justice, peace, and mercy. 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
September 24, 2023                 Our faith is over 2000 years old;                                11:00 a.m. 

Our thinking is not. 
 

 

 

 

THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  

“Without justice there can be no love.”    

                                                                     ~  bell hooks 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                         Piano Selections                                                 

Dr. Greg Taylor, piano 
 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, 

you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation. 
 

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are 

joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 
 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 

each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter. 
 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 

walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434 or go to our church app. 

You can also give at gablesucc.org/give. 

 

CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP     The Servant Song                                     arr. Tom Fettke 

The Chancel Choir  

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP      

    One:        Give thanks to the Holy One!  

    ALL:   God is great and is the source of all good.   

    One:   Bring praise to the Holy One!  

    ALL:     Spread the word about all God has done. 

    ONE:     Rejoice, for you belong to God! 

    ALL:   God’s encouragement is continually present for God’s people.   

    One:      God’s wisdom is available for all people;  

    ALL:   God’s covenant holds fast for every generation. 

 
 

Please remain standing for the opening hymn. 

 

  

http://gablesucc.org/live
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*OPENING HYMN             Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise   
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CELEBRATING THE EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER 

Brooke Bagnall-Koger, Executive Director 

 

A MOMENT OF GRACE                                  ECC’s Pre-K 4 Class 

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE   

    One: Here in this place, all are invited to share in God’s extravagant welcome and  

  love.  Let us extend such hospitality to one another by offering the peace of  

  Christ by saying, “Peace be with you.”  

    ALL:         And also with you.   
 

    If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, bow, hand over the heart, smile, or nod to others. 

If you are gathered with others at home, share words of peace with one another. 

 If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  

Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace with them.  

 

*SUNG INTERLUDE                                                                                                 from Taizé                     

Bless the Lord, my soul and bless God’s holy name; 

Bless the Lord, my soul who leads me into life. 

 

THE GOSPEL READING              Matthew 20:1-16 

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire 

laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent 

them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in 

the marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you 

whatever is right.’ So they went. When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, 

he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he 

said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has 

hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ When evening came, the owner of 

the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the 

last and then going to the first.’ When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them 

received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought they would receive 

more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they 

grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made 

them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied 

to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual 

daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to 

you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious 

because I am generous?’ So, the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 

 

Friends, listen. God is still speaking. 

Thanks be to God.  
 

THE MORNING MESSAGE                    

The Rev. Megan Smith 
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CHORAL RESPONSE                    The Harvest of Justice                                      David Haas 

The Chancel Choir 
 

At this time, you may text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 

or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com to be included in this morning’s prayers and 

the Called to Care Team church prayer list which is prayed over weekly. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner 
 

OUR SAVIOR’S PRAYER  

You are invited to pray in the language and tradition of your choice. 
 

Our Creator who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

 

SUNG RESPONSE                               Eagle’s Wings           

And God will raise you up on eagles' wings; Bear you on the breath of dawn; 

Make you to shine like the sun and hold you in the palm of God’s hand. 

 

INVITATION TO GIVE, SERVE, AND BELONG  
Andrea Cabrera Elguezabal 

Confirmation Class 2023 
 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 

walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text GABLESUCC” 

to 833.245.6434 or go to our church app. You may also give at gablesucc.org/give.  

For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are at the doors. 

 

*CLOSING HYMN                     Lead On Eternal Sovereign  
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*THE SENDING FORTH 

One: The God whose love is unbounded, and whose generosity is limitless, goes with you 

on your way.  May the fullness of God’s grace remain with you through the 

challenges of this week. May you pass on the grace you have received to those 

around you as you work for justice and serve with love.  

    ALL: AMEN.  

 

*SUNG BENEDICTION                    Alleluia, Alleluia! 

On verse two, you are invited to raise your hands in glory to God. 
 

*POSTLUDE                          

Dr. Greg Taylor, piano  
 

During the postlude, you are invited to come forward to the piano if you wish  and enjoy the music. 

Please join us in the Fellowship Hall for our Connection Café. A time to connect over conversation 

and refreshments. Visitors, we would LOVE to have you join us! 
 

You are also invited to join one of our PACT* (People Acting for Community Together) Listening 

Sessions to express your concerns about our Miami-Dade community as we determine the issues 

that PACT will respond to this coming year.  Through PACT, we have organized for affordable 

housing, gun violence prevention, community IDs, reducing arrests, and environmental justice.   

 

Please go to the PACT table in the Fellowship Hall to get your assigned room.  

Lunch will be served, and childcare is available.  

 

*People Acting in Community Together is a multi-faith, grassroots organization that brings 

together people of faith from many different religious traditions, ethnic, and socio-economic 

backgrounds. Through PACT, people work together to solve the most pervasive social problems in 

Miami-Dade.  

 



8 
 
 

A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 
 

If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we have 

found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a 

place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite you 

into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please contact Pastor 

Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  
 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to places 

around the country and around the world; as well as folks who are actively involved in the church 

who have never set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and beliefs as a 

progressive, open-minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation. Whether an expat or 

“vurcher” (one who attends church virtually each week), please join us each Sunday for worship 

and for other programs and educational experiences online throughout the week.  
 

No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey, you are welcome here. 

 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and friends, 

filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general church 

business. If you would like to be included, contact Elena at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

OUR CHURCH APP 
For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store or 

Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 

church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena 

Korallis, our Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 
 

 IN OUR PRAYERS  
We remember all those places of war, violence, and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace for all 

people around the world. We especially remember this day the people of Ukraine and Haiti, and 

those who have suffered much loss through gun violence. A lighted candle on the altar symbolizes 

our prayers for peace, compassion, and unity. 

mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

Weekly, the Called to Care Team receives prayer requests from     church family and friends. Each 

Wednesday at 12:30 p.m., they gather in prayer over Zoom to lift up these prayer requests, to pray 

for the church, and for the needs of the world. If you have a prayer concern to be prayed over by 

Called to Care, you may text it to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email Carol Fifield, the 

Called to Care coordinator at miamifife@gmail.com. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 

Open TODAY 12:00 noon – 1:30 p.m.; Wednesday – Saturday from 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  

Come and shop in support of our justice ministry. Each of your purchases helps artisans in 

developing countries build strong, local economies. These skilled workers are paid fair-living 

wages while crafting sustainable products that do not harm the environment. No child labor is used. 
 

 

FOOD PANTRY 

Your donations of food go a long way in helping the hungry of our community. Please drop off 

your bags of groceries at the church or you may also donate financially at gablesucc.org/give. Under 

the fund column, select “Food Pantry.” We also LOVE getting boxes from Amazon or other places 

filled with canned goods. 

 

SEPTEMBER SUNDAY SCHOOL OUTREACH PROJECT 

Our Sunday School children and youth are supporting Lotus House Homeless Shelter, and we need 

your HELP! Every month, we are collecting items that the women, children, or LGBT+ youth need. 

In September, we are collecting new hairbrushes and combs. Children may bring donations 

with them to Sunday School. Adults may leave donations at the reception desk or ship them to 

Pastor Megan at Gables UCC via Amazon or other online retailers.  

 

INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO KNOW 

How do I become a member of the church? 

If you don’t want to check your mind at the church door...  

If you know that God’s love embraces all people, no matter who they are…  

If you want religion with relevancy… 

If you’ve wished for an open and embracing community of faith to nurture your spirit, 

grow your faith, and raise your children… 

Then we warmly invite you to help us build the family of Gables UCC. 
 

If you are interested in “inquiring” about Gables UCC and what it means to be a member of our 

family of faith, please be in touch with Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org or 305.448.7421. 

We will receive new members on Sunday, October 8.  

 

WALKING GROUP 

Every Wednesday from 6:00 p.m. – 7:15 p.m. 

Join Pastor Megan, church members, and friends for a weekly walk around the Granada Golf 

Course and back, approximately a 5K or three miles. We will meet outside our church’s Fair Trade 

shop on Columbus Blvd. and leave the church together as we begin our walk. Just an FYI-Pastor 

Megan sets a brisk pace! Meet outside Fair Trade. Friends are always welcome! Bring a flashlight.  

mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
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THEATRE NIGHT AT GABLESTAGE 

How I Learned What I Learned by August Wilson  

Thursday, September 28:  

6:00 p.m. – Pre-show drinks at Pastor Laurie’s  

6:40 p.m. – Pre-show presentation by Bari Newport, Producing Artistic Director  

7:00 p.m. – Showtime  

In this autobiographical tour de force, the late Pulitzer Prize-winner takes audiences on a life-

changing voyage from being a young poet in Pittsburgh’s Hill District to his encounters with 

racism, music, love, and transformative friendships. You get your own ticket by going to the 

GablesStage website, then email Geneviève at GenevieveS@gablesucc.org to let us know you are 

coming, and we will see you for drinks and theatre at Gables Stage at the Biltmore.  

 
OUT OF THE DARKNESS: WALK TO FIGHT SUICIDE 

 

Please join the Gables UCC Team for Mental Health at the Miami Out of the Darkness Walk to end 

suicide on Sunday, October 1, at Tropical Park. The walk is a united effort to end suicide, while 

showing up for yourself, recognizing and honoring those you love, and raising awareness about 

preventing suicide. Resources and information are available. This is a family-friendly event of 

hope, healing, and help for those who need it. There is no charge to attend, and registration begins 

at 8:00 a.m., next to the running track. We will have a table set up with information about our 

church, and you can meet us there after you register. Please contact Kim Moore at 305.321.5520 

for more information 

 

NEXT SUNDAY: WORLD COMMUNION  

Be with us as we join with Christians around the world in the commemoration of the Lord’s 

Supper. Come and cherish the rich diversity of this congregation as we remember the many lands, 

peoples, cultures, and languages that will surround Communion tables around the globe that day.  

 

WALK FOR FREADOM 

Banned Books Week, October 1-7 

Banned Books Week highlights the value of free and open access to information and brings together 

the community  in shared support of the freedom to seek and express ideas.  Next Sunday, October 

1, we will join with Books and Books, our local, independent bookstore, to kick-off Banned Book 

Week. We will gather with community members and leaders at 11:00 a.m. for worship; and then 

those who wish are invited to walk from the church to Books and Books bookstore in support of 

open access to knowledge, information, and all perspectives – in essence, FREADOM. The church 

shuttle will be available for those who wish to ride. 
 

At the bookstore that afternoon, there will be presentations by authors reading from their banned 

books, as well as information about how to resist the unprecedented number of recent book 

banning’s in the State of Florida and throughout the nation.   
 

FOOD FOR THE SOUL 

Sunday, October 1 from 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. in  Havighorst Lounge and on Zoom 

As we come to the end of this year’s Season of Creation, we have another special highlight 

prepared. We are pleased to have Brian Buxton, Chair of the Earthwise Ministry Team at 

Mayflower UCC in Minneapolis, with us. We will talk to him about ways in which we can further 

shape our Creation Justice path. Mayflower UCC has been a Creation Justice Church since 2009 

and is a pioneer of being a Green Church.  

mailto:GenevieveS@gablesucc.org
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PARENT AND PASTOR CONNECTION 

Thursday, October 5 at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom 

All parents are welcome to join Pastor Megan on the first Thursday of each month for a time to 

check in with each other and address a current topic or parenting book. On Thursday October 5, 

we will gather from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. for fellowship and brief reflection on the newly released 

book, Raising a Kid Who Can: Simple Strategies to Build a Lifetime of Adaptability and Emotional 

Strength, by Catherine McCarty, MD, Heather Tedesco, PhD and Jennifer Weaver, LCSW.  
 

YOUTH GROUP  

Middle School: Friday, October 6 

High School: Friday, October 13 

7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. in the Catalonia Garage 

Join us as we gather for dinner, games, fellowship, and faith reflection. Friends are welcome too! 

For more information please be in touch with Day McCallister at DayM@gablesucc.org or 

305.448.7421 ext. 117. 
 

JUST BETWEEN US 
 

A new women’s group is beginning, and we would love to have you join us. For women around the 

ages of mid-20’s – 40’s,  join us as we share together the joys and challenges of relationships, kids, 

careers, and all the other things that tug at our hearts and fill our days (and nights!) Come, relax 

among friends, old and new, while supporting one another. Childcare is available and a light 

breakfast as well. We will gather in the church library on Saturday, October 7 at 9:30 a.m. If you 

have any questions, be in touch with Pastor Laurie or let her know if you need childcare.  
 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

Monday, October 9 at 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. in the Church Library  

We gather to create beautiful prayer shawls to share with members of our church family who are 

ill or starting a new era in their lives. You do not have to know how to knit or crochet – someone 

will teach you. If you are looking for a ministry of prayer and care for others, this may be it. 

Come and help wrap someone in God’s love by creating a beautiful prayer shawl.     
 

LGBTQIA+ MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 

“Come Out” to Pastor Laurie’s on National Coming Out Day 

Wednesday, October 11 at 6:30 p.m. at Pastor Laurie’s House 

“Come out” to Gables UCC for a dinner to be in community with our LGBTQ+ members. Dinner 

will be provided. Join us for a delicious meal, supportive conversation, and, as always, lots of 

laughter and fun. We will also welcome students from the University of Miami to show them a 

faith community that is open and affirming. RSVP to Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  
 

SERVE A MEAL AT CHAPMAN PARTNERSHIP 

Sunday, October 8 from 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.  

1550 North Miami Avenue, Miami, FL 33136 

Join members of Gables UCC as we serve a meal for residents at Chapman Partnership, a shelter 

for people experiencing homelessness. We leave the church at 4:00 p.m. (or you can meet us there), 

serve at 5:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. This is a wonderful opportunity to serve our community and to 

build relationships with fellow Gables UCC members. To RSVP, please contact Zilkia-Marie Denis 

McNabb at zdeni001@gmail.com or 786.712.2635.  All who volunteer at Chapman Partnership 

must be registered with them as well. Please go to their website to register.  

mailto:DayM@gablesucc.org
mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
mailto:zdeni001@gmail.com?subject=Chapman%20Partnership
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Rise Against Hunger is an international organization that supplies meals for people in need around 

the world. We will set up meal-packing stations in Fellowship Hall for this fun, engaging volunteer 

event. All ages are invited to attend and make meals with no experience needed. A donation of $20 

per participant is welcome to help cover the cost of the meals prepared.  Be sure to register.  
 

I WANT TO DO THAT, JUST NOT ALONE  

Thursday, October 12, 

Join us for a tour of the exhibit "A Call to the Ancestors" at the Little Haiti Cultural Complex 

followed by lunch at a nearby Haitian restaurant. The shuttle leaves the church at 10:15 a.m. for a 

guided tour at 11:00 a.m. Lunch follows at a local Haitian restaurant. The cost for lunch and the 

tour  is $20. To sign up, email Geneviève at Genevieves@gablesucc.org or see her after today’s 

service in Fellowship Hall where she can take your payment and shuttle reservation. 
 

SISTERS ON SOJOURN BOOK CLUB 

Friday, November 3 at 7:00 p.m. at Pastor Laurie’s Home  

Please join us as we discuss the book, Mango and Peppercorns: A Memoir of Food, an Unlikely 

Family, and the American Dream by Tung Nguyen.  This powerful memoir from the acclaimed 

chefs behind the award-winning Hy Vong Vietnamese restaurant in Miami. tells of resilience, 

friendship, family, and food, so of course, there will be food!   Contact Pastor Laurie at 

LaurieH@gablesucc.org to RSVP. The evening will be led by Rosi Lozada and Elsie Romero.  
 

The Virtual Book Club will meet on Saturday, November 4 at 1:00 p.m. over Zoom. 

Be in touch with Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org for the link. 
 

---------------------------------------------- 
 

BLOOD DRIVE 

Sunday, October 15 from 8:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  

The Big Red OneBlood Bus will be here to receive your life-giving donation of blood for those in 

need. OneBlood is a not-for-profit community asset responsible for providing safe, available, and 

affordable blood to their hospital partners and patients.  Go to our website to sign-up at 

Gablesucc.org.  

mailto:Genevieves@gablesucc.org
mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
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SACRED CONVERSATIONS TO END RACISM  
 

In this Anniversary Year we are mindful that one of our most meaningful and precious 

commitments as a congregation is to our calling as an Anti-Racism Church. Part of that 

commitment is to regularly meet to study, discern, learn, and 

grow what it means to do the work of anti-racism in our 

lives, our church, our community, and our nation.   
 

Over the past 17 years, we have shared together in Sacred 

Conversations to End Racism. Once again, as our program 

year begins so do these sacred conversations. This year, 

they are part of our preparation for a remarkable live 

theatre production that we will be hosting in October of To 

My White Friends Who Know Me by Deborah Plummer 
 

The play seeks to answer the question, can we have 

authentic friendships across racial lines? This frank, funny, 

enlightening play thoughtfully examines race relations 

through the lens of cross racial friendships and their untapped 

benefits. 
 

The playwright, Deborah Plummer, is a psychologist, educator, and founder of Getting to We, an 

organization that develops and promotes charitable initiatives and educational projects that turn us 

and them into we, especially in high conflict, emotionally charged social issues such as racism, 

sexism, and heterosexism.  We are so pleased to have Dr. Plummer join our Sacred Conversations 

on Race, on Wednesday, September 27 at 7:00 p.m. over Zoom. 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

TO MY WHITE FRIENDS WHO KNOW ME 

A Very Special Performance 
 

Be sure to mark your calendars now for the weekend of October 7 and 8 as we present To My   

   White Friends Who Know Me in our Sanctuary. Tickets are    

$10.00 and patrons are $25.00 (for those who can help 

support bringing the show to Gables UCC).  Kids under the 

age of 18 are free.   
 

There are two performances available: Saturday evening, 

October 7 at 7:00 p.m. and Sunday, October 8 at 1:00 

p.m. (A light lunch will be served after worship for those 

attending the performance.)  
 

This show has received rave reviews and recently sold-out 

Karamu Theatre in Cleveland, Ohio, the oldest African-

American theater in the nation. This is a remarkable 

opportunity for us as a church, community, and individuals 

to learn more about ourselves and one another. Please take 

the time to attend both our Sacred Conversations and the 

performance of To My White Friends Who Know Me. Tickets 

for this transformational show are available at gablesucc.org/tickets. 



14 
 
 

 



15 
 
 

 



16 
 
 

 




