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ALL are welcome to this time and place of worship. 

Know that in this space you are welcome as you are and for who you are. 
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As followers of Christ, we are compelled by the Gospel to seek  

reconciliation and wholeness in a world that is all too often an unloving place.  

Therefore, whether you are gay, straight, or in-between;  

whatever your country of origin or ancestry;  

whether you are a believer, a doubter or a seeker;  

in Christ’s love, we welcome you, so that by the power 

of the Holy Spirit we can work together to  

usher in God’s Reign of justice, peace, and mercy. 
 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 

    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 

The Reverend Lisa LeSueur, Assistant Pastor for Congregational and Staff Care 

 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 

3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 

 

 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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 ORDER OF WORSHIP 
February 5, 2023                      Our faith is over 2000 years old;                                   11:00 a.m. 

Our thinking is not. 
 

 

 

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

The apostles remembered what many modern Christians tend to forget—that what makes the 

gospel offensive isn’t who it keeps out but who it lets in.                                                                                                                            

~Rachel Held Evans 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                     
Dr. Greg Taylor, piano  

 

THE WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS      
 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation.    
 

 

 

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are  

joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 
 

 
 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 

each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter. 
 

 
 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 

walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434 

or go to our church app. You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.  

For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are at the front doors. 

 

MUSICAL INTROIT                 Come, Christians, Join to Sing                             arr. Stan Pethel                       

The Chancel Choir 

 

*THE CALL TO WORSHIP 

    One: Jesus says, “You are the salt of the earth.” 

    All:                 Give us flavor, O God, so we can be the zest and life of all your creation. 

    One: Jesus says, “You are the light of the world.” 

    All: Reveal our radiance, Holy One, so we can shine your love into the  

 shadows.     
    One: Jesus says, “Shine, serve, glorify God in all that you do and all that you are.” 

    All: Come among us, God of light and life! Hear our songs of praise this day!  

 Heal our hearts and call us to justice! 
    One: O God of salt and light, we serve you with gladness and come before your  

 presence in joy. Let us praise our God together! 

 

http://gablesucc.org/live
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*THE OPENING HYMN        You Are Salt for the Earth, O People 
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*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 

     One:     Friends, in Christ we have a God who walks with us, eats with us, mourns with us, 

dances a joyful dance with us. God in Christ is present in us and all around us. Let us 

honor the God in one another saying, “The peace of Christ be with you.” 

         All:       And also with you.   
 

If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, bow, hand over the heart, smile, or nod to others. 

If you are gathered with others at home, share words of peace with one another. 

 If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  

Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace with them.  

 

SUNG INTERLUDE                        Bless the Lord, My Soul                                                  Taize 

Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless God’s holy name. 

Bless the Lord my soul, who leads me into life. 

 

AFFIRMATION OF MINISTRY FOR ELECTED CHURCH LEADERS 

    

GREETING 

  

INTRODUCTION 

  

PRESENTATION 

  

*COVENANT                                      

     All:          We gather in celebration of the joy that is ours to be partners with you in the  

                      service of this church.  We promise to love you, honor your leadership, and 

                      assist you, that together we may be a beloved community of compassion,   

                      vision, service, and hospitality. 

  

DECLARATION 
 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE  
 

CONTEMPORARY LESSON 
 

“Life is not a garden party, and everyone will experience pain. But is that all there is? Or have 

people been wrestling with this stuff for a long time? You don’t have to be out there on your own. 

You have a choice. Look around. There are so many beautiful options in the religious landscape 

that are reasonable, rigorous, and real. People who put down roots in one tradition bigger than 

themselves are explorers too. It’s okay to dig in. There is an alternative to make-it-up-yourself 

spirituality. It is called mature faith, practiced in community over time, grounded in God, centered 

in worship, called to serve and free to dream.” 

-Lillian Daniel from Tired of Apologizing for a Church I Don’t Belong To 
 

THE GIFT OF MUSIC                        Be (Salt and Light)                                       Duane DeHart 

The Chancel Choir; Seth Woods, percussion  
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THE SCRIPTURE LESSON                 Matthew 5:13-20 
 

You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no 

longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled underfoot. You are the light of the 

world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the 

bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let 

your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to God in 

heaven. 

Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to 

fulfil. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a 

letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least 

of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of 

heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 

For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never 

enter the kingdom of heaven. 

Friends, listen. God is still speaking. 

Thanks be to God! 
          

THE MORNING MESSAGE  

The Rev. Aaron Lauer  

 

CHORAL RESPONSE                         Believe Out Loud                                                   Lohman 

Brandon Mowry, vocalist  

At this time, you may text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 

or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com to be included in this morning’s prayers and during 

the Called to Care prayer time on Wednesday. 

 

THE MORNING PRAYERS AND OUR SAVIOR’S PRAYER  

You may pray in the language or tradition of your choice. 
 

Our Creator who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

SUNG PRAYER RESPONSE 
 

And God will raise you up on eagle’s wings, 

bear you on the breath of dawn; 

make you to shine like the sun, 

and hold you in the palm of God’s hand. 

 

INVITATION TO GIVE, SERVE, BELONG 
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*CLOSING HYMN                        This Little Light of Mine 
 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine! 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine! 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine! 

Let it shine! Let it shine! Let it shine! 

 

Hide it under a bushel, no! I’m gonna let it shine! 

Hide it under a bushel, no! I’m gonna let it shine! 

Hide it under a bushel, no! I’m gonna let it shine! 

Let it shine! Let it shine! Let it shine! 

 

Won’t let Satan blow it out, I’m gonna let it shine! 

Won’t let Satan blow it out, I’m gonna let it shine! 

Won’t let Satan blow it out, I’m gonna let it shine! 

Let it shine! Let it shine! Let it shine! 

 

Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine! 

Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine! 

Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine! 

Let it shine! Let it shine! Let it shine! 
 

*BENEDICTION 

Please be seated for the postlude. 

 

POSTLUDE                                        

Dr. Greg Taylor, piano                     

Following the service, please join us in the Fellowship Hall for our Connection Café.  

Come, enjoy some refreshments as well as the chance to connect with others.   

  Visitors, we would LOVE to have you join us! 
 

---------------------------------------------------- 
 

A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 

If you are visiting us for the first time this evening, we welcome you. We are grateful we have 

found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a 

place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite you 

into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please contact Pastor 

Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to places 

around the country and around the world, as well as folks who are actively involved in the church 

who have never set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and beliefs as a 

progressive, open-minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation. Whether an expat or 

“vurcher” (one who attends church virtually each week), please join us each Sunday for worship 

and for other programs and educational experiences online throughout the week.  

No matter who you are or where you are in this world, you are welcome here. 
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FOLLOWING WORSHIP THIS MORNING… 

Church members are invited to share in conversation around recent legislation and proposed laws 

in the State of Florida and our congregation’s response to them. We will meet at 12:15 p.m. in 

Havighorst Lounge.   

 

 
 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and friends, 

filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general church 

business. If you would like to be included, contact Elena at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS  
We remember all those places of war, violence, and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace for all 

people around the world. We especially remember this day the people of Ukraine and those who 

have suffered much loss through gun violence. A lighted candle on the altar symbolizes our prayers 

for peace, compassion, and unity. 

 

OUR CHURCH APP 
For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store or 

Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 

church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. 

 

LOTUS HOUSE DONATIONS  

Our Sunday School children and youth are supporting Lotus House Homeless Shelter. Every month, 

they collect a different item that the women, children, or LGBT+ youth need. In February, we are 

collecting full-size shampoo bottles.  Children may bring donations with them to Sunday School. 

Adults may leave donations at Reception or ship them to Pastor Megan at Gables UCC. Thank you!  
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

Weekly, the Called to Care Team receives prayer requests from     church family and friends. Each 

Wednesday at 12:30 p.m., they gather in prayer over Zoom to lift up these prayer requests, to pray 

for the church, and for the needs of the world. If you have a prayer concern to be prayed over by 

Called to Care, you may text it to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email Carol Fifield, the 

Called to Care coordinator at miamifife@gmail.com. 

 

FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 

Located outside Fellowship Hall 

Open TODAY 12:00 noon – 1:30 p.m.  

Wednesday – Saturday from 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  

Come and shop in support of our justice ministry. Each of your purchases helps artisans in 

developing countries build strong, local economies. These skilled workers are paid fair-living 

wages while crafting sustainable products that do not harm the environment. No child labor is used. 

 

INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO KNOW: 

HOW DO I BECOME A CHURCH MEMBER? 
 

If you don’t want to check your mind at the church door...  

If you know that God’s love embraces all people, no matter who they are…  

If you want religion with relevancy… 

Then we warmly invite you to help us build the family of Gables UCC. 
 

If you are interested in “inquiring” about Gables UCC and what it means to be a member of our 

family of faith, please be in touch with Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org or 305.448.7421. 

Our next Inquirer’s Gathering for those wishing to learn more about the church, what we value and 

believe, and what it means to be a member of this beloved community will be on Sunday, March 

26 at 12:15 p.m. in the Church Library.   

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

WALKING GROUP  

Every Wednesday from 6:00 p.m. – 7:15 p.m. 

Join Pastor Megan, church members, and friends for a weekly walk around the Granada Golf 

Course and back, approximately 3.5 miles. We will meet outside our church’s Fair Trade shop on 

Columbus Blvd. and leave the church together as we begin our walk. Just an FYI-Pastor Megan 

sets a brisk pace! Friends are always welcome! Bring a flashlight.  

 

GERMAN MINISTRY DISCUSSION GROUP 

God in Everyday Life  

Thursday, February 9 from 7:00 p.m. on Zoom  

Is one of your intentions for the new year to have more interesting and inspiring conversations? 

Then our first discussion group of 2023 is the right thing for you. Fitting for this season we will 

discuss the topic of “Good Intentions.” Are they just a quickly forgotten yearly ritual or can they 

help at any time to direct our lives into the desired direction?  We would be happy to have you join 

us. Please email germanministry@gablesucc.org by Wednesday, February 8 for the Zoom link.  

 

mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
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GARDEN WARRIORS 

Saturday, February 11 at 9:00 a.m. on the church grounds  

If you like to garden, pull weeds, plant flowers, or just help make the exterior landscape of our 

historic church beautiful, then join us for a Garden Warriors’ workday. All volunteers will be 

welcomed and appreciated (kids too)!  

 

ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION BIBLE STUDY 

Sundays, February 5 – March 5 from 9:45 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.  

In Havighorst Lounge or over Zoom 
 

Using the highly acclaimed A Women’s Lectionary for the Whole Church by Wilda C. Gafney, we 

will gather to read her suggested scriptures for each Sunday including a passage from the Hebrew 

Scripture, a Psalm, a portion of a Letter from Paul, and a Gospel reading. A Women’s Lectionary is 

a completely new lectionary built from the ground up that includes a new gender expansive 

translation of the biblical texts. Join Pastor Megan as we expand our language around God and the 

church. God is still speaking, and She is inviting us to hear with new ears and open minds.   

  

CANCER PREVENTION PRESENTATION  

Sunday, February 12 at 12:30 p.m. in the Chapel 

Led by church member Dr. Anesa Ahamad 

Half of all cancers can be avoided, and though we can’t change our age, race, or genes, there are 

other things we can change to get us to a healthier place. Join Dr. Anesa Ahamad, oncologist and 

member of the church, for this presentation on diet and lifestyle changes that can have a positive 

impact on our health and help prevent cancer.  This in-person talk will be accompanied by a special 

meal. Please register at https://gablesucc.org/cancer.    
 

EXPATS AND VURCHERS GATHERING 

Sunday, February 12 at 12:30 p.m. via Zoom 

Whether you are living across the Pond, on the Gulf of Mexico, in the Carolinas, or the 

hinterlands of the East or West Coast, please join our special fellowship and support group.   
 

We gather from around the world to check in with our Gables UCC members and friends living 

outside of South Florida. Whether you have been a former member or friend of the church and have 

moved away, or have found a home with us virtually, we invite you to be connected through this 

special group just for you. Email Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org for the link.  

 

PET BLESSING AND MEMORIAL SERVICE 

February 12 at 2:00 p.m. in the Courtyard 

All are invited to bring their pets or a picture of them to the church courtyard for a service of 

blessing and gratitude for the joy they bring to us.  
 

Following the blessing, there will be a special service in the Chapel to remember and give thanks 

for all the pets who died this past year. Please note that our Best Friends Memorial Garden, a special 

area around the statue of St. Francis in the Courtyard, has been set aside as a space to memorialize 

our beloved pets. A plant and personalized, etched stone will be placed in memory of your “best 

friend,” if you wish. You do not have to purchase a stone to have your pet remembered at the 

service. If you do however wish to have a stone, please contact Ann Pierce Stith at 

adelaspozas@gmail.com.   

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://gablesucc.org/cancer&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw01FWUYxoz42pom34YTwPdN
mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
mailto:adelaspozas@gmail.com
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HELP SERVE A MEAL TO THOSE IN NEED  

Chapman Partnership Shelter on the Second Sunday of Each Month   

This month: Sunday, February 12 from 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.   

1550 North Miami Avenue, Miami 33136   

Join members of Gables UCC in serving a meal for residents at the downtown location of Chapman 

Partnership, a shelter for people currently without housing. We will arrive at 4:00 p.m. and serve 

at 5:00 p.m., and then will help with clean-up. This is a wonderful opportunity to serve our 

community and to build relationships with fellow Gables UCC members. To RSVP, please contact 

Zilkia-Marie Denis McNabb at zdeni001@gmail.com or by calling 786.712.2635.  
 

For security reasons, anyone who volunteers at Chapman Partnership must be registered with them. 

Please register before your date of volunteering at the following link: 

https://chapmanpartnership.galaxydigital.com/need/detail/?need_id=775227 

 

SIERRA CLUB MEETING 

February 12 at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

The Sierra Club Miami Group is hosting a town hall to meet with the fifteen candidates who are 

running to fill the vacant commission seat for the City of Miami District 2. It is important the 

candidates be given a chance to explain their priorities and plans for our future. The meeting will 

be at the church from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. We are honored to have former Commissioner Ken 

Russell to moderate the questions and answers. Light snacks and refreshments will be provided. 

 

COMMUNITY ARTS PROGRAM SUMMER CONCERT SERIES:  

June 8 – August 17, 2023 

The principal cellist of one of the world’s leading orchestras, a to-your-feet energetic New Orleans 

drummer, and the saxophone quartet leaving classical and jazz audiences breathless. Three 

concerts—stay tuned for three more at https://communityartsprogram.org/stay-tuned/. 

https://chapmanpartnership.galaxydigital.com/need/detail/?need_id=775227
https://communityartsprogram.org/stay-tuned/
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