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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 

ALL are welcome to this time and place of worship. 

Know that in this space you are welcome as you are and for who you are. 
 

As followers of Christ, we are compelled by the Gospel to seek  

reconciliation and wholeness in a world that is all too often an unloving place.  

Therefore, whether you are gay, straight, or in-between;  

whatever your country of origin or ancestry;  

whether you are a believer, a doubter or a seeker;  

in Christ’s love, we welcome you, so that by the power 

of the Holy Spirit we can work together to  

usher in God’s Reign of justice, peace, and mercy. 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 

    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 

The Reverend Lisa LeSueur, Assistant Pastor for Congregational and Staff Care 

 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 

3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
February 19, 2023                  Our faith is over 2000 years old;                                 11:00 a.m. 

Our thinking is not. 
 

 

 

A CELEBRATION OF MARDI GRAS 
 

An Affirmation of Humor 
 

We believe with the Bible that 

“there is a time to weep and a time to laugh.” 
 

We believe with Aquinas that there is a time for 

“playful deeds and jokes.” 
 

We believe with Luther that 

“You have as much laughter as you have faith.” 
 

We believe with Wesley that 

“A sour religion is the devil’s religion.” 
 

We believe with Kierkegaard that 

“Humor is intrinsic to Christianity.” 
 

We believe with Chesterton that 

“A good joke is the closest thing we have to divine revelation.” 
 

We believe with Elton Trueblood, 

“Never trust a theologian without a sense of humor.” 
 

THE GATHERING MUSIC                   Lazy River                                     Hoagy Carmichael 
 

                                                            The Dixieland Band                                               Haighen 
 

                                 Do You Know What It Means to Miss New Orleans?     DeLange and Alter  

 

Jim Hacker, trumpet; Tom McCormick, clarinet, soprano and tenor saxophone;  

Greg Taylor, piano; Seth Woods, percussion 

(From here on known as “The Band.”)  
 

                                                                  Come Sunday                                        Duke Ellington 

Greg Jackson, vocalist 

 

WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, 

you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation.    

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are  

joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 

each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 
 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter. 

http://gablesucc.org/live
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LET’S GET THE PARTY STARTED 

Mardi Gras Processional  

Basin Street Blues 

The Band along with the Chancel Choir  

 

 

 

THE CALL TO WORSHIP 

Joe Scott, Tim Knoll, and Steve Weirich  

 

*OPENING HYMN                 When the Saints Go Marching In  

Oh, when the saints, go marchin’ in. Oh, when the saints, go marchin’ in. 

Lord, I want to be in that number. When the saints go marchin’ in.  
 

And when the sun begins to shine, and when the sun begins to shine, 

Oh, Lord I want to be in that number. When the saints go marching in.  
 

Oh, when the trumpet sounds the call, oh when the trumpet sounds the call, 

Oh, Lord I want to be in that number, when the saints go marching in 

 

Oh, when the revolution comes, oh when the revolution comes, 

Oh, Lord I want to be in that number, when the saints go marching in.  
 

 When the air is pure and clean, when the air is pure and clean, 

Oh, Lord I want to be in that number, when the saints go marching in.  
 

When we all have food to eat, when we all have food to eat, 

Oh, Lord I want to be in that number, when the saints go marching in.  

  

Oh, when the saints, go marchin’ in. Oh, when the saints, go marchin’ in. 

Oh Lord, I want to be in that number. When the saints go marchin’ in. 

 

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST                                              

One: No matter from where you are worshipping with us today; no matter the concerns, 

worries, or joys that you bring; no matter your background or social status; your 

race, culture, faith tradition, or sexual orientation, we offer to you the peace of 

Christ. Peace be with you!  

ALL: And also with you!  
 

If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, bow, hand over the heart, smile, or nod to others. 

If you are gathered with others at home, share words of peace with one another. 

 If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  

Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace with them.  

Children, come on up to the front of the church and join Pastor Laurie on the steps.  
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A MESSAGE FOR CHILDREN (OF ALL AGES!) 

All children and youth through twelfth grade wishing to attend Sunday School 

 are invited to exit to the Fellowship Hall following the children’s message.  

 

THE GIFT OF MUSIC                   Get the Alleluias Out                               Arr. Ron Morgan  

The Vocal Ensemble  

(Feel free to sing along) 

                

THE SCRIPTURE LESSON              Matthew 17:1-8 

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a 

high mountain, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like 

the sun, and his clothes became bright as light.  Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and 

Elijah, talking with him. Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you 

wish, I will set up three tents here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”  While he 

was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud 

said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!”  When the 

disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear.  But Jesus came and 

touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.”  And when they raised their eyes, they 

saw no one except Jesus himself alone. 
 

Friends, listen. God is still speaking.  

Thanks be to God!  

 

THE MORNING MESSAGE                                                    The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner 

 

ANTHEM                                         He Keeps Me Singing                             arr. Patti Drennan  

The Chancel Choir with The Band; Rob Shank, bass guitar 
 

At this time, you may text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 

or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com to be included in this morning’s prayers and during 

the Called to Care prayer time on Wednesday. 

 

THE MORNING PRAYERS  

 

THE GIFT OF MUSIC                    Jesus on the Mainline                                   Moses Hogan                 

Vocal Ensemble with The Band; Charmyn Kirton, soloist; Rob Shank, bass guitar  
 

Jesus on the mainline, tell him what you want. 

Jesus on the mainline, tell him what you want. 

Oh, Jesus on the mainline, tell him what you want. 

Why don't you call him up and tell him what you want. 

Oh, if you're sick and can't get well, tell him what you want. 

Why don't you call him up and tell him what you want. 

Oh, call him up. Call him up, tell him what you want. 

Just call him up, call him up, tell him what you want. 
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                                                      Goodbye, World, Goodbye                              Moses Hogan 

The Chancel Choir with Brandon Mowry, soloist; Rob Shank, bass guitar  
 

I've told all my troubles goodbye, goodbye to each tear and each sigh. 

This world where I roam cannot be my home, I'm bound for that home in the sky. 

I walk and I talk with my Lord, I feast every day on His word; 

Heaven is near and I can't stay here, goodbye, world, goodbye. 

Now don't you weep for me when I'm gone, 'cause I won't have to leave here alone. 

And when I hear that last trumpet sound, my feet won't stay on the ground. 

I'm gonna rise with a shout, gonna fly. I'm gonna rise with my Lord through the sky. 

Heaven is near and I can't stay here. Goodbye, world, goodbye 

I won’t have the blues anymore when I step across to that shore. 

And I’ll never pine, ‘cause I’ll leave behind my heartaches and tears evermore. 

One day, maybe two, then goodbye. Tomorrow I’ll rise up and fly. 

Heaven is near and I can’ stay here. Goodbye, world, goodbye. 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Emory Hope Cardella 

 

THE INVITATION  

 

THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT AND THE CHURCH'S COVENANT  

 

PRAYER OF BAPTISM  

 

THE ACT OF BAPTISM  

 

THE BLESSING 

 

INVITATION TO GIVE, SERVE, AND BELONG   

Remember: Tithe if you love Jesus. Anyone can honk! 

Our church is open to all denominations – but we prefer 10s and 20s. 

The Lord loves a cheerful giver…but God also accepts gifts from a grouch. 
 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 

walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434 or go to our church app.  
 

You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.  

For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are at the front doors. 

 

*CLOSING HYMN                       This Little Light of Mine  
 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 

Let it shine, Let it shine, Let it shine. 
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Hide it under a bushel? No! I’m gonna let it shine… 
 

Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine… 
 

Even in my home, I’m gonna let it shine… 
 

When I see my neighbor coming, I’m gonna let it shine… 
 

Shine all over Miami! I’m gonna let it shine… 

 

*THE SENDING FORTH 

                              

*POSTLUDE                                      Mardi Gras Mambo                                               Adams  

                                                       Take Me to the Mardi Gras                                   Paul Simon          

The Band 
 

We invite you to process to the Fellowship Hall as we continue our 

Mardi Gras Celebration.  A New Orleans-style luncheon will be served, and we will crown the 

new Keeper of the Alleluia.  A freewill offering will be gratefully received.   

Visitors, we would LOVE to have you join us. 

 

 
 

A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 

If you are visiting us for the first time this evening, we welcome you. We are grateful we have 

found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a 

place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite 

you into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please contact 

Pastor Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  
 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to 

places around the country and around the world, as well as folks who are actively involved in 

the church who have never set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and 

beliefs as a progressive, open-minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation. Whether an 

expat or “vurcher” (one who attends church virtually each week), please join us each Sunday for 

worship and for other programs and educational experiences online throughout the week.  

No matter who you are or where you are in this world, you are welcome here. 

 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and 

friends, filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general 

church business. If you would like to be included, contact Elena at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS  
We remember all those places of war, violence, and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace for 

all people around the world. We especially remember this day the people of Ukraine, Turkey, 

Syria,  and those who have suffered much loss through gun violence. A lighted candle on the 

altar symbolizes our prayers for peace, compassion, and unity. 
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OUR CHURCH APP 
For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store 

or Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 

church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. 

 

FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 

Located outside Fellowship Hall 

Open TODAY 12:00 noon – 1:30 p.m.  

Wednesday – Saturday from 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  

Come and shop in support of our justice ministry. Each of your purchases helps artisans in 

developing countries build strong, local economies. These skilled workers are paid fair-living 

wages while crafting sustainable products that do not harm the environment.  

 

LOTUS HOUSE DONATIONS 

Our Sunday School children and youth are supporting Lotus House Homeless Shelter. Every 

month, they collect a different item that the women, children, or LGBT+ youth need. In 

February, we are collecting full-size shampoo bottles.  Children may bring donations with 

them to Sunday School. Adults may leave donations at Reception or ship them to Pastor Megan 

at Gables UCC. Thank you!  

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Weekly, the Called to Care Team receives prayer requests from     church family and friends. 

Each Wednesday at 12:30 p.m., they gather in prayer over Zoom to lift up these prayer requests, 

to pray for the church, and for the needs of the world. If you have a prayer concern to be prayed 

over by Called to Care, you may text it to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email Carol 

Fifield, the Called to Care coordinator at miamifife@gmail.com. 

mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
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OUR CHURCH APP 
For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store 

or Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 

church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. 

 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  

TODAY, Sunday, February 19 at 12:30 p.m. in the Church Library  

We gather to create beautiful prayer shawls to share with members of our church family who are 

ill or starting a new era in their lives. You do not have to know how to knit or crochet – someone 

will teach you. If you are looking for a ministry of prayer and care for others, this may be it. 

Come and help wrap someone in God’s love by creating a beautiful prayer shawl.    

 

ALL-CHURCH PICNIC 

Saturday, March 11 from 11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. at Tropical Park 

Join us for a time of fellowship and fun. There will be food, face painting, crafts, relay races, 

and music! What’s on the menu? Burgers, veggie burgers and hotdogs with chips, baked beans, 

watermelon and ice-cream! Cooked by our own Gables UCC Cookout Team! So, bring your 

folding chairs, blankets, soccer balls, jump ropes, frisbees, and don’t forget your sunscreen!  

 Register at https://gablesucc.org/picnic.  

 

THE LENTEN SEASON BEGINS… 

The Art of Lent 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY  

Wednesday, February 22 at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary or Online 

Begin your Lenten journey in worship, prayer, music, and the symbolic act of receiving ashes. 

On this night, we are reminded of the fragility of life and our call to live life abundantly. We will 

lift up our first piece of art for the Lenten season: Jean-François Millet’s, Starry Night.   
  

This is a children-friendly service, and we encourage families to worship together. A light soup 

supper will be served in Fellowship Hall from 6:00 p.m. - 6:45 p.m.  

 

MIDDAY LENTEN DEVOTIONS 

Tuesdays, February 28 – April 4 at Noon on Zoom 

Vincent van Gogh devoted his life to light. The light of creation, the light of painting, the light 

of God’s grace – and the light in humanity, mind, body, and soul. The son of a Christian pastor, 

Vincent fervently set out to be a preacher and missionary himself, but his ministry eventually 

took the form of brush strokes and canvases: in just ten years of his short life, from age 27 to 37, 

he created more than 2000 luminous works of art – including nearly 900 paintings – shimmering 

with vitality, with passion, and above all, with light.  
  

The word “Lent” refers to the “lengthening” light, the growing days that, in time, will coax the 

sunflowers to open, the wheat fields to rise again, and the irises to bloom. What better companion 

on this forty-day pilgrimage, then, than this apostle of light. Join Pastor Megan as we meditate 

on van Gogh’s paintings and the scriptures of the Lenten season. Please register with her at 

MeganS@gablesucc.org.     
  

mailto:MeganS@gablesucc.org.
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teach-in 

-------------------------------------------- 

 

 
/ˈ tēCH ˌ in/ 

noun 

a meeting for discussion on a subject of public interest 

Wednesdays, March 1 – March 29 

7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. on Zoom  

At a recent large gathering of church members, much concern was expressed about the various 

legislation, laws, and policy’s that restrict books, African-American history, LGBTQ+ rights, 

women’s rights, and so much more in Florida.  As people of faith, we seek to witness against 

any laws which discriminate and hurt people and society. As we seek to respond, let us first learn 

about these various restrictions and then with wisdom and clarity address them. Join us each 

Wednesday evening in March for a “teach-in.”  
 

March 1 – Recent Policy Developments in Florida 

Led by Louise Davidson-Schmich, a Gables UCC member, and Professor of Political Science at 

the University of Miami where she teaches courses on Gender and Sexuality and Politics.  
 

You must register to receive the link for the Zoom by going to the church website, app, or by 

contacting Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 
WALKING GROUP  

Every Wednesday from 6:00 p.m. – 7:15 p.m. 

Join Pastor Megan, church members, and friends for a weekly walk around the Granada Golf 

Course and back, approximately 3.5 miles. We will meet outside our church’s Fair Trade shop 

on Columbus Blvd. and leave the church together as we begin our walk. Just an FYI-Pastor 

Megan sets a brisk pace! Friends are always welcome! Bring a flashlight.  

 

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE PRACTICE OF MINDFULNESS 

Sunday, February 26 at 12:30 p.m. in the Chapel 
 

What is mindfulness? How does one get started? And how does one find the time to practice it? 

In this 75-minute workshop on the practice of mindfulness, we begin to explore answers to these 

questions. Although not a cure-all, mindfulness practices are associated with enhanced well-

being, including an increased ability to regulate emotions, to focus, to listen, to sleep restfully, 

and to be in a more easeful relationship with yourself and others. The bottom line? The practice 

of mindfulness can help us be more present for the various moments of our lives—the challenges, 

the joys, and the full catastrophe. As Mary Oliver tells us, “To pay attention. This is our endless 

and proper work.”   
 

This workshop is offered by two proud members of our church. Rosario Lozada ("Rosi") is a 

professor at the FIU College of Law, a UCLA-trained mindfulness facilitator, and an alto in the 

church choir. Bryan Hernandez is a local community leader who recently led a spiritual book 

club on The Heart of the Buddha’s Teaching by Thich Nhat Hanh at our church.  

 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/meeting
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/discussion
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/subject
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/public
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/interest
mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
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TWO MOMS AND A  BOOK 

A Special Presentation on Sunday, February 26 at 12:30 p.m. in Havighorst Lounge 
  

Gables UCC member C. D. Garske and Texas LGBTQ+ advocate Molly Carnes will share their 

experiences as parents of LGBTQ+ children and the book they are co-authoring, The Itchy 

Sweater.  With C.D. focused on research and Molly focused on storytelling, their book will 

attempt to dismantle the Christian anti-transgender argument.  This forum will discuss some of 

the initial findings of their research, the current climate for transgender Americans, and why the 

Christian Church’s commitment to peace and justice is needed more than ever.  Your 

participation is appreciated as it will help inform their project. 
 

C.D. Garske joined Coral Gables in 2022 after relocating to Miami from Texas.  She has a 

background in biology, spent time in Methodist seminary, and is the parent of a fabulous gay 

son.  While attending her Evangelical Lutheran (ELCA) church in Texas, C.D. founded and led 

a Christian community support group for adult family members of LGBTQ+ people called The 

Nest.  God wastes nothing so her seminary training is being put to great use as the researcher for 

The Itchy Sweater. 
 

Molly Carnes is an Episcopal evangelist whose ministry is marked by a deep empathy for those 

wounded by their church experience.  She is the parent of a precious transgender daughter and 

an active LGBTQ+ advocate.  Molly has testified numerous times at the Texas State Legislature 

in defense of LGBTQ+ equality and has appeared on CBS and NPR.  As a “spiritual bartender” 

who carries many stories, she believes storytelling is the key to social justice. 
 

ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION BIBLE STUDY 

Sundays, through March 5 from 9:45 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.  

In Havighorst Lounge or over Zoom 
 

A Women’s Lectionary is a completely new lectionary built from the ground up that includes a 

new gender expansive translation of the biblical texts. Join Pastor Megan as we expand our 

language around God and the church.  

PACT RALLY 

Tuesday, February 28 at 7:00 p.m. at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church  

Our congregation is blessed to work in partnership with 35 other churches, synagogues, masjids, 

and universities for justice in Miami-Dade County. Through PACT, we organize for affordable 

housing, gun violence prevention, community IDs, reducing arrests, and environmental 

justice.   On Tuesday, February 28, our south Dade PACT congregations will gather to rally our 

energy and plan the agenda for our Nehemiah Action. If you wish to take the church shuttle, 

please gather at the church by 6:30 p.m.   

  

INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO KNOW: 

HOW DO I BECOME A CHURCH MEMBER? 
 

If you are interested in “inquiring” about Gables UCC and what it means to be a member of our 

family of faith, please be in touch with Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org or 

305.448.7421. Our next Inquirer’s Gathering for those wishing to learn more about the church, 

what we value and believe, and what it means to be a member of this beloved community will 

be on Sunday, March 26 at 12:15 p.m. in the Church Library.   
 

mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
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