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ALL are welcome to this time and place of worship. 

Know that in this space you are welcome as you are and for who you are. 

As followers of Christ, we are compelled by the Gospel to seek reconciliation and wholeness  

in a world that is all too often an unloving place.  

Therefore, whether you are gay, straight, or in-between;  

whatever your country of origin or ancestry;  

whether you are a believer, a doubter or a seeker;  

in Christ’s love, we welcome you, so that by the power 

of the Holy Spirit we can work together to  

usher in God’s Reign of justice, peace, and mercy. 
 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 

    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 

The Reverend Lisa LeSueur, Assistant Pastor for Congregational and Staff Care 

 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 

3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 

 

 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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 ORDER OF WORSHIP 

January 8, 2023                         Our faith is over 2000 years old;                                11:00 a.m. 

Our thinking is not. 
 

 

 

EPIPHANY 

A wise person knows that there is something to be learned from everyone. 
 

GATHERING MUSIC                     

Dr. Greg Taylor, piano  
 

THE WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS      
 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation.    
 

 

 

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are  

joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 
 

 
 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 

each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter. 
 

 
 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 

walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434 

or go to our church app. You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.  

For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are at the front doors. 

 

MUSICAL INTROIT                             Light of the World                                      Lauren Daigle 

Nikki Bartholomew, vocalist; Johnathan Hulett, percussion 
 

*THE CALL TO WORSHIP 

One: We gather wondering, 'Where will we find the Babe born in Bethlehem?' 

Many: We will find the Babe in the laughter of children,  

in the wisdom of grandparents. 

    One: We gather asking, 'where will we find the Child of Christmas?' 

    Many: We will find the Child where the needy are gifted with hope, 

where the oppressed are set free. 

    One: We gather wanting to know, 'where will we find the Christ who  

has come for us?' 

Many: We will find our hope where fear is overwhelmed by grace,  

where hatred is overwhelmed by love,  

where all people are overwhelmed by joy. 

    One: Like those wise people so long ago who followed a star to a stable  

in Bethlehem 

    Many: We too seek the One who brings new life.   

https://www.mediashout.com/free-church-media/
https://www.mediashout.com/free-church-media/
http://gablesucc.org/live
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*THE OPENING CAROL                   We Three Kings  
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*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 

One: As Christ welcomed enemies and friends, outcasts and leaders, foreigners and 

neighbors, let us open our hearts and homes and lives. Let us be Christ to everyone 

we meet. Peace be with you. 

    Many: And also with you. 
 

If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, bow, hand over the heart, smile, or nod to others. 

If you are gathered with others at home, share words of peace with one another. 

 If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  

Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace with them.  

 

SUNG INTERLUDE        Jesus, Jesus, Oh, What a Wonderful Child  
 

Jesus, Jesus, oh, what a wonderful child. 

Jesus, Jesus, so holy, meek, and mild; 

New life, new hope, the Child will bring. 

Listen to the angels sing, 

“Glory, glory, glory,” let the heavens ring! 

 

POETIC REFLECTION         The Three Wise Men’s Boogaloo                      James Burklo  
 

High steppin’ camels one by one 

See the wise men boogaloo 

Down to Bethlehem to have some fun 

Rockin’ this way, rockin’ that 

Camels strut to where it’s at 

All night long by the light of a star 

No idea where they are 

By a ragin’ star, a flamin’ light 

And the sniff of a flarin’ nose 

Each camel seeks the blessed sight 

While the wise men wisely doze 

 

If you’re hip to what’s hap 

You’ll find your own way 

To the funky old shack 

Where the angels play 

Hallelujah jazz on their saxophones 

To the baby lying on the moss 

That fell off the rolling stones 

That the camels kicked free 

On their winding road 

From ancient history 

 

 

Continued…. 

https://progressivechristianity.org/author/1377
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With a load of frankincense and gold 

And myrrh and the pyramids’ plan 

And Hammurabi’s code of old 

And all the poetry of ancient Iran 

And drums and tubas to join the band 

Rocking the manger 

Mocking the danger from King Herod’s hand 

It’s the three wise men’s boogaloo 
 

So join the choir with a tap of your shoe 

They’re coming to the manger nearest you 
 

THE GIFT OF MUSIC              Following the Star to Bethlehem                           Edwards  

The Chancel Choir with Johnathan Hulett, percussion 

 

THE SCRIPTURE LESSON              Matthew 2:1-12     
 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 

came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born? For we observed his star at its 

rising, and have come to pay him homage.”  When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and 

all Jerusalem with him;  and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he 

inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.  They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for 

so it has been written by the prophet: 

 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the 

star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the 

child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 

When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had 

seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was.  When they saw that the star 

had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.  On entering the house, they saw the child with 

Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, 

they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  And having been warned in a dream not 

to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
          

Friends, listen. God is still speaking. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

THE MORNING MESSAGE  

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner  

 

CHORAL RESPONSE                        Brightest and Best                                     Shawn Kirchner  

The Chancel Choir with Dr. Robyn Savitsky, violin  

At this time, you may text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 

or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com to be included in this morning’s prayers and during 

the Called to Care prayer time on Wednesday. 
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THE MORNING PRAYERS AND OUR SAVIOR’S PRAYER  

You may pray in the language or tradition of your choice. 
 

Our Creator who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

SUNG PRAYER RESPONSE 
 

What Child is this who laid to rest on Mary's lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ, the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing: 

Haste, haste to bring Him laud, the Babe, the Son of Mary! 
 

So bring Him incense, gold and myrrh, come Peasant, King to own Him 

The King of Kings salvation brings, let loving hearts enthrone Him. 

This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing 

Haste, haste, to bring Him laud, the Babe, the Son of Mary. 

 

INVITATION TO GIVE, SERVE, BELONG 
 

*CLOSING HYMN  

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (Jesus, the Light of the World) 
 

Hark, the herald angels sing, Jesus, the light of the world; 

Glory to the Christ-child bring, Jesus, the light of the world. 
 

Refrain: 

We will follow the light, beautiful light,  

come where the dewdrops of mercy are bright. 

Shine all around us by day and by night, Jesus, the light of the world. 
 

Joyful, all you saints arise, Jesus, the light of the world; 

Join the triumph of the skies, Jesus, the light of the world. [Refrain] 
 

Christ, by highest heaven adored, Jesus, the light of the world; 

Christ, the everlasting Word, Jesus, the light of the world. [Refrain] 
 

Hail the Bearer of God's peace! Jesus, the light of the world; 

Hail, the Sun of righteousness! Jesus, the light of the world. [Refrain] 
 

*BENEDICTION 

    One: May this new year be for each of us a time of moving beyond what is  

“reasonable” and toward the star of wonder; moving beyond grasping tight  

to what we have to unclenching our hands and letting go; moving beyond  

competition toward cooperation, seeing that all humans are siblings in  

Christ; moving beyond the anxiety of small concerns towards the joys of  

justice and peace. May it be so. Amen. 
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.Please be seated for the postlude 
 

POSTLUDE                                       The March of the Kings                                          

Dr. Ron Morgan, organ 
                   

Following the service, please join us in the Fellowship Hall for our Connection Café. Come, 

enjoy some pastelitos and other tasty treats as well as the chance to connect with others during a 

special Epiphany Party. There will be a piñata for the kids.  

 

A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 

If you are visiting us for the first time this evening, we welcome you. We are grateful we have 

found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a 

place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite you 

into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please contact Pastor 

Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to places 

around the country and around the world, as well as folks who are actively involved in the church 

who have never set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and beliefs as a 

progressive, open-minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation. Whether an expat or 

“vurcher” (one who attends church virtually each week), please join us each Sunday for worship 

and for other programs and educational experiences online throughout the week.  
 

No matter who you are or where you are in this world, you are welcome here. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and friends, 

filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general church 

business. If you would like to be included, contact Elena at ElenaK@gablesucc.org 

 

OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store or 

Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 

church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. 

 

FOOD PANTRY 

Your donations of food go a long way in helping the hungry of our community. Please drop off 

your bags of groceries at the church or you may also donate financially at gablesucc.org/give. Under 

the fund column, select “Food Pantry.” We also LOVE getting boxes from Amazon or other places 

filled with canned goods. 
 

LOTUS HOUSE DONATIONS  

Our Sunday School children and youth are supporting Lotus House Homeless Shelter. Every month, 

we  are collecting a different item that the women, children, or LGBT+ youth need. In January, 

we are collecting deodorant. Children may bring donations with them to Sunday School. Adults 

may leave donations at Reception or ship them to Pastor Megan at Gables UCC. Thank you!  
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TODAY AFTER WORSHIP…  
 

INTENTIONAL EATING 

TODAY, Sunday, January 8 at 12:15 p.m. in Havighorst and Zoom 

Eating… it’s something we all like to do. But why do we eat what we eat? On January 8, the Green 

Christians will host a Food for The Soul on “Intentional Eating.” Noel Cleland will lead the 

conversation about our food choices and the implications those choices have on the world around 

us. Please join us after worship either in person or on Zoom.  

 

INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO KNOW: 

HOW DO I BECOME A CHURCH MEMBER? 

If you don’t want to check your mind at the church door...  
If you want religion with relevancy… 

If you’ve wished for an open and embracing community to grow your faith… 

Then we warmly invite you to help us build the family of Gables UCC. 
 

If you are interested in “inquiring” about Gables UCC and what it means to be a member of our 

family of faith, please be in touch with Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org or 305.448.7421. 

Our next Inquirer’s Gathering is TODAY, Sunday, January 8 at 12:30 p.m. in the Church 

Library. Join us over some lunch to learn more about the church, what we stand for, witness to, 

believe, and value. What a great way to begin 2023 by making a commitment to this beloved 

community.  

 

VURCHERS AND EXPATS GATHERING 

TODAY, Sunday, January 8 at 12:30 p.m. 

Whether you are living across the Pond, on the Gulf of Mexico, in the Carolinas, or the 

hinterlands of the East or West Coast, please join our special fellowship and support group. 

We gather from around the world to check in with our Gables UCC members and friends living 

outside of South Florida. Whether you have been a former member or friend of the church and have 

moved away, or have found a home with us virtually, we invite you to be connected through this 

special group just for you. Email Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org for the link. 

 

GERMAN LANGUAGE WORSHIP 

TODAY, January 8 at 3:00 p.m. in the Chapel or Online  

Frohes neues Jahr! 

Ring in the new year at this service in German led by the Reverend Frank Kopania.  

All are welcome. We look forward to seeing you there.  

 

FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 

Creative, Artistic, and Unique Gifts  

OPEN TODAY 
 

Shop in support of our justice ministry. Each of your purchases helps artisans in developing 

countries build strong, local economies. These skilled workers are paid fair-living wages while 

crafting sustainable products that do not harm the environment. No child labor is used. Come, check 

out the beautiful and interesting hand-crafted items, clothing, and jewelry. 
 

Located outside Fellowship Hall on Columbus Boulevard. 

mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

Weekly, the Called to Care Team receives prayer requests from     church family and friends. Each 

Wednesday at 12:30 p.m., they gather in prayer over Zoom to lift up these prayer requests, to pray 

for the church, and for the needs of the world. If you have a prayer concern to be prayed over by 

Called to Care, you may text it to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email Carol Fifield, the 

Called to Care coordinator at miamifife@gmail.com. 

 

WALKING GROUP  

Every Wednesday from 6:00 p.m. – 7:15 p.m. 

Join Pastor Megan, church members, and friends for a weekly walk around the Granada Golf 

Course and back, approximately 3.5 miles. We will meet outside our church’s Fair Trade shop on 

Columbus Blvd. and leave the church together as we begin our walk. Just an FYI-Pastor Megan 

sets a brisk pace! Friends always welcome! Bring a flashlight.  

 

GARDEN WARRIORS  

Saturday, January 14 at 9:00 a.m. on the church grounds  

If you like to garden, pull weeds, plant flowers or just help make the exterior landscape of our 

historic church beautiful, then join us for a Garden Warriors’ workday. All volunteers will be 

welcomed and appreciated (kids too)!  

 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  

Sunday, Janaury 15 at 12:15 p.m. in the Church Library  

We gather to create beautiful prayer shawls to share with members of our church family who are 

ill or starting a new era in their lives. You do not have to know how to knit or crochet – someone 

will teach you. If you are looking for a ministry of prayer and care for others, this may be it. Come 

and help wrap someone in God’s love by creating a beautiful prayer shawl.     

mailto:miamifife@gmail.com


11 

 
 

HUNGER VIGIL AND THE FESTIVAL OF THE FLEA 

Saturday, January 14 beginning at 9:00 a.m.  

For the 15th year, Pastor Laurie will go into the church tower as part of our Martin Luther King, Jr. 

birthday weekend commemoration. This year, after many years of the goal being five tons, she will 

stay in the tower until six tons (or 12,000 pounds) of food is raised for the hungry of our 

community. Food scarcity continues to be a challenging problem for many here in South Florida. 

Recent statistics show that 20.1% of all children under the age of 18 in Miami-Dade County 

experience food insecurity at some point during the year.  This year, the challenge to get Pastor 

Laurie down from the tower is even more imperative as she has a wedding to officiate at 4:00 p.m.! 

The brides are counting on her, and she is counting on all of you to get her down as quickly as 

possible! Read more at gablesucc.org/mlk. 
 

SUGGESTED FOOD DONATIONS FOR HUNGER VIGIL 

Canned foods (especially with pop-tops) including canned fruit/vegetables, beans, and fish.  Also,  

peanut butter, pasta, spaghetti sauce, and small bags of rice. Thank you!  

 

FESTIVAL OF THE FLEA  

Also, as part of our Hunger Vigil, we are celebrating the Festival of the Flea. It’s a flea market with 

a twist. For $25 (which goes to our food pantry), you can have a table on the Green to sell any items 

you wish. Rent a table on Sundays after worship in Fellowship Hall, or on our website at 

gablesucc.org/flea.  
 

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

Sundays, January 8-29 at 9:45 a.m. in Havighorst Lounge and Zoom 

In Pope Francis' book Fratelli Tutti: On Fraternity and Social Friendship, the Pope explores the 

importance of human solidarity and loving kindness. The book calls on us to foster a genuine love 

for all and reaffirm the dignity of every human being. To affirm that we are all children of God.  Join 

us on four Sundays in January to spend some time discussing this fascinating book! The book is 

available on Amazon.   
 

ANNUAL MEETING: SUNDAY, JANUARY 22 

It is Annual Meeting Sunday at Gables UCC, and all members of the church are encouraged to be 

with us as Pastor Laurie delivers a State of the Church address as her morning message. Following 

worship, all members are invited to stay for the meeting or to join us online to hear reports of the 

past year, vote on a new budget and leadership for 2023, and celebrate the 100th year of the church. 

In preparation for the annual meeting, a Mission Statement (Budget) Hearing will be held with 

church treasurer Tim Knoll on a date to be announced this week. The Church Leadership 

Committee is looking for some dedicated and energetic folks to serve the church in a leadership 

position. For nominations, please contact Ann Pierce Stith at adelaspozas@gmail.com. 

 

ORGAN DEDICATION AND RECITAL   

Sunday, January 29 at 11:00 a.m. worship  

Join us for the first event of our 100th anniversary year-long celebration as we dedicate and hear in 

concert our new Allen RL-90 organ, with 92 stops and four manuals. This blessed donation has 

been given in honor of long-time church members Alan and Mary Cross by their children. A special 

reception will be held following the service.  

https://gablesucc.org/mlk
https://gablesucc.org/flea
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ltending the fundraiser, please join Pastor Laurie for a pre-theatre gathering of light bites  


