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ALL are welcome to this time and place of worship. 

Know that in this space you are welcome as you are and for who you are. 

As followers of Christ, we are compelled by the Gospel to seek reconciliation and wholeness  

in a world that is all too often an unloving place.  

Therefore, whether you are gay, straight, or in-between;  

whatever your country of origin or ancestry;  

whether you are a believer, a doubter or a seeker;  

in Christ’s love, we welcome you, so that by the power 

of the Holy Spirit we can work together to  

usher in God’s Reign of justice, peace, and mercy. 
 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 

    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 

The Reverend Lisa LeSueur, Assistant Pastor for Congregational and Staff Care 

 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 

3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 

 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

January 29, 2023                      Our faith is over 2000 years old;                                 11:00 a.m. 

Our thinking is not. 
 

 

 

ORGAN DEDICATION SUNDAY  

If you are called upon to play a church service, it is a greater honor than if you were to play a 

concert on the finest organ in the world. Thank God each time when you are privileged to sit 

before the organ console and assist in the worship of the Almighty. 

                                                                                                                       ~ Albert Schweitzer 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                     

Dr. Greg Taylor, piano  
 

PRELUDE                                  God of Grace and God of Glory                                Paul Manz 

Dr. Ron Morgan, organ 

This morning our service begins with the prelude.  

We invite you to be in quiet meditation or prayer as we prepare for worship.  

 

THE WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS      

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation.    
 

 

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are  

joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 
 
 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 

each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter. 
 

 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 

walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434 

or go to our church app. You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.  

For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are at the front doors. 
 

CALL TO COMMUNITY                            Toccata                                             Eugène Gigout  

Dr. Ron Morgan, organ  
 

*THE CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

    One:  Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. 

    Many:  Worship the Lord with gladness; come into God’s presence singing. 

    One:  Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving and God’s courts with praise. 

    Many:  Give thanks to God; bless God’s name. 

    One:  Let us worship! 

Please remain standing for the opening hymn. 

http://gablesucc.org/live
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*THE OPENING HYMN        All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name                  Lloyd Larson 

Dr. Greg Taylor, organ  

All hail the power of Jesus' name! Let angels prostrate fall. 

Bring forth the royal diadem, and crown him Lord of all. 

Bring forth the royal diadem, and crown him Lord of all! 

 

Ye chosen seed of Israel’s race, ye ransomed from the fall, 

hail him who saves you by his grace, and crown him Lord of all. 

Hail him who saves you by his grace, and crown him Lord of all! 

 

Let every kindred, every tribe on this terrestrial ball, 

To him all majesty ascribe, and crown him Lord of all. 

To him all majesty ascribe, and crown him Lord of all! 

 

Oh, that with yonder sacred throng we at his feet may fall! 

We'll join the everlasting song and crown him Lord of all. 

We'll join the everlasting song and crown him Lord of all. 

 

*OPENING PRAYER 

    ALL: Gracious God, you are our freedom. You are our hope. You  

are the One who forms the melody of our lives.  We pray you 
will be with us this day as we celebrate the gifts of our hearts, 

our love for you, and the joy of this community of faith.  May 
we be faithful in all things, and may you use our lives for 

your glory. We pray in the name of Jesus, our brother and 
our Savior who taught us to pray….  

 

Congregation, please be seated… 

 

GIFT OF MUSIC                                       Baba Yetu             The Lord’s Prayer in Swahili                        

The Chancel Choir; Anthony Cabrera, soloist; Seth Woods, percussion 

Brandon Mowry, conductor  

 

*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 

     One:     Friends, in Christ we have a God who walks with us, eats with us, mourns with us, 

dances a joyful dance with us. God in Christ is present in us and all around us. Let us 

honor the God in one another saying, “The peace of Christ be with you.” 

         Many:    And also with you.   

If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, bow, hand over the heart, smile, or nod to others. 

If you are gathered with others at home, share words of peace with one another. 

 If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  

Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace with them.  

 

THE GIFT OF MUSIC                        Holy, Holy, Holy                   

Dr. Ron Morgan, organ; Dr. Gregory Taylor, piano  
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THE SCRIPTURE                               Colossians 3:12-17  

Therefore, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 

humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against 

another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.  Above 

all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.  And let the 

peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be 

thankful.  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all 

wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And 

whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 

God through him. 
 

Friends, listen. God is still speaking. 

Thanks be to God! 
 

ANTHEM                                                 Amazing Grace                                          Mack Wilberg  

The Chancel Choir  

 

REFLECTION           

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner 

 

THE GIFT OF MUSIC                    In the Bleak Midwinter                                 Phil Lehenbauer 

Dr. Ron Morgan, organ  

 

REFLECTION  

Dave Cross on behalf of the Cross Family  

 

A SPECIAL GIFT OF MUSIC                              

 

REFLECTION  

Dr. Ron Morgan, Director of Music Ministry 

 

HYMN                                  When in Our Music God Is Glorified 
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LITANY OF DEDICATION OF THE MARY AND ALAN CROSS ORGAN  

Leader: Elizabeth Delgado, vice-moderator of the church  
 

    One: O God, you are the source of all goodness and beauty, the creative                                    
power pulsating in our humanity, bringing forth skilled composers 
and poets, technicians, and musicians. 

 

Accept our heartfelt expressions of gratitude for the gift of 

music and, especially today, for the gift of this new organ. 
 

We praise you for that music which scales the heights and plumbs  

                      the depths, 
   

        Many: which makes us feel understood even as we struggle to understand, 

which assists in the subtle training of the soul, and which breathes new 

life into ancient stories. 

           Continued… 
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    One:  We dedicate this organ to your transcendent purposes: 

            Many:  to opening the windows of our hearts to the refreshing winds of your    

Spirit, to the comforting of the sorrowful, to the deepening of our  

communion with you, and to the celebration of divine revelations and  

revolutions. 
 

    One:  O God, enable us to be both faithful and imaginative stewards of all your  
gifts. 

   
    Many: We give thanks for those who have given this instrument and for those  

for whom it was given. For their devotion to the church in the past, and 
now offer a witness to faithfulness in the present, and a belief in God’s 
future through this church.  

 

    One: We dedicate the Mary and Alan Cross Organ and ourselves to the high and  
holy calling to which You lead us. Amen. 

 

THE GIFT OF MUSIC         Toccata and Fugue in d-minor                              J.S. Bach 

Dr. Ron Morgan, organ  

 

INVITATION TO GIVE, SERVE, AND BELONG 

 

*CLOSING HYMN                   Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory  

 

Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord; 

He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored; 

He hath loosed the fateful lightning of His terrible swift sword; 

His truth is marching on. 

 

Refrain: 

Glory! Glory hallelujah! Glory! Glory, hallelujah! 

Glory! Glory, hallelujah: His truth is marching on. 

 

Men: 

I have seen Him in the watchfires of a hundred circling camps; 

They have builded Him an altar in the evening dews and damps; 

I can read His righteous sentence by the dim and flaring lamps; 

His day is marching on. (Refrain) 

 

Women: 

He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat; 

He is sifting out the hearts of men before His judgment seat; 

O be swift, my soul, to answer Him; be jubilant my feet! 

Our God is marching on. (Refrain) 
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Choir: 

In the beauty of the lilies, Christ was born across the sea. 

With a glory is his bosom that transfigures you and me. 

As He died to make us holy, let us live to make us free, 

While God is marching on. (Refrain) 

 

*BENEDICTION  

One: May the songs of the angels sustain you, may the praises of the saints guide you, 

may the quiet music of the Holy One be in your heart, may the beauty of the organ 

we have celebrated this day inspire you, and may the blessing of God almighty, the 

Creator, the Word, and the Spirit, be with you and remain with you always. Amen.  

    Many: Amen. 

 

Please be seated for the postlude. 

 

*POSTLUDE                                                Toccata                                                    Widor   

Dr. Greg Taylor, organ  

Following the postlude, please join us in the Fellowship Hall for our Connection Café.  

Come, enjoy some refreshments as well as the chance to connect with others.   

  Visitors, we would LOVE to have you join us! 

 

 

 

A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 

If you are visiting us for the first time this evening, we welcome you. We are grateful we have 

found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a 

place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite you 

into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please contact Pastor 

Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  
 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to places 

around the country and around the world, as well as folks who are actively involved in the church 

who have never set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and beliefs as a 

progressive, open-minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation. Whether an expat or 

“vurcher” (one who attends church virtually each week), please join us each Sunday for worship 

and for other programs and educational experiences online throughout the week.  
 

No matter who you are or where you are in this world, you are welcome here. 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

STAY IN TOUCH  

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and friends, 

filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general church 

business. If you would like to be included, contact Elena at ElenaK@gablesucc.org 
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THE FLOWERS THIS MORNING ARE GIVEN … 

…in loving memory of Alan Cross and in joyful tribute to Mary Cross, as we celebrate and dedicate 

the new four-manual Allen Digital Organ given in their honor by their children. Mary and Alan 

joined the church on January 1, 1955 and this year marks Mary’s  68th  year as an active member.  

 

 

 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS  

We remember all those places of war, violence, and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace for all 

people around the world. We especially remember this day the people of Ukraine and those who 

have suffered much loss through gun violence. A lighted candle on the altar symbolizes our prayers 

for peace, compassion, and unity. 

 

OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store or 

Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 

church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. 

 

LOTUS HOUSE DONATIONS  

Our Sunday School children and youth are supporting Lotus House Homeless Shelter. Every month, 

they are collecting a different item that the women, children, or LGBT+ youth need. In January, 

they are collecting deodorant. Children may bring donations with them to Sunday School. Adults 

may leave donations at Reception or ship them to Pastor Megan at Gables UCC. Thank you!  

 

INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO KNOW: 

HOW DO I BECOME A CHURCH MEMBER? 
 

If you don’t want to check your mind at the church door...  

If you know that God’s love embraces all people, no matter who they are…  

If you want religion with relevancy… 

Then we warmly invite you to help us build the family of Gables UCC. 
 

If you are interested in “inquiring” about Gables UCC and what it means to be a member of our 

family of faith, please be in touch with Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org or 305.448.7421. 

Our next Inquirer’s Gathering for those wishing to learn more about the church, what we value and 

believe, and what it means to be a member of this beloved community will be on Sunday, March 

26 at 12:15 p.m. in the Church Library.  
 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Weekly, the Called to Care Team receives prayer requests from     church family and friends. Each 

Wednesday at 12:30 p.m., they gather in prayer over Zoom to lift up these prayer requests, to pray 

for the church, and for the needs of the world. If you have a prayer concern to be prayed over by 

Called to Care, you may text it to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email Carol Fifield, the 

Called to Care coordinator at miamifife@gmail.com. 

 

 

mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
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PACT NETWORK MEMBER MEETING  

TODAY, 12:30 p.m. in the Chapel  

Our congregation is blessed to work in partnership with 35 other churches, synagogues, masjids, 

and universities for justice in Miami-Dade County. Through PACT, (People Acting for Community 

Together) we organize for affordable housing, gun violence prevention, community IDs, reducing 

arrests, and environmental justice. All Gables UCC Network Members gather to plan our strategy 

for getting our church members and friends to attend the Nehemiah Action.  

 

WALKING GROUP  

Every Wednesday from 6:00 p.m. – 7:15 p.m. 

Join Pastor Megan, church members, and friends for a weekly walk around the Granada Golf 

Course and back, approximately 3.5 miles. We will meet outside our church’s Fair Trade shop on 

Columbus Blvd. and leave the church together as we begin our walk. Just an FYI-Pastor Megan 

sets a brisk pace! Friends are always welcome! Bring a flashlight.  

 

CHURCH LEADERSHIP ORIENTATION 

There will be a church leadership orientation for ALL elected church leaders, whether new or long-

time members of a board or council this Wednesday evening at 6:30 p.m. over Zoom. For more 

information or to receive the Zoom link, please be in touch with Pastor Laurie at 

LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 

PARENT AND PASTOR CONNECTION  

Thursday, February 2 at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom  

Join Pastor Megan and other parents as we gather to share a prayer, collective wisdom, parental 

struggles, and a word of inspiration. All parents are welcome to register for this monthly gathering 

via Zoom. To receive the Zoom link, please e-mail Pastor Megan at MeganS@gablesucc.org.    

 

ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION BIBLE STUDY 

Sundays, February 5 – March 5 from 9:45 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.  

In Havighorst Lounge or over Zoom 
 

Using the highly acclaimed A Women’s Lectionary for the Whole Church by Wilda C. Gafney, we 

will gather to read her suggested scriptures for each Sunday including a passage from the Hebrew 

Scripture, a Psalm, a portion of a Letter from Paul, and a Gospel reading. A Women’s Lectionary is 

a completely new lectionary built from the ground up that includes a new gender expansive 

translation of the biblical texts. Join Pastor Megan as we expand our language around God and the 

church. God is still speaking, and She is inviting us to hear with new ears and open minds.   

  

GERMAN MINISTRY DISCUSSION GROUP 

God in Everyday Life  

Thursday, February 9 from 7:00 p.m. on Zoom  

Is one of your intentions for the new year to have more interesting and inspiring conversations? 

Then our first discussion group of 2023 is the right thing for you. Fitting for this season we will 

discuss the topic of “Good Intentions.” Are they just a quickly forgotten yearly ritual or can they 

help at any time to direct our lives into the desired direction?  We want to talk about these and other 

aspects and would be happy if you could join us. To take part, please email 

germanministry@gablesucc.org by Wednesday, February 8. We will send you the Zoom link.  

mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
mailto:MeganS@gablesucc.org
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GARDEN WARRIORS 

Saturday, February 11 at 9:00 a.m. on the church grounds  

If you like to garden, pull weeds, plant flowers, or just help make the exterior landscape of our 

historic church beautiful, then join us for a Garden Warriors’ workday. All volunteers will be 

welcomed and appreciated (kids too)!  

 

PET BLESSING AND MEMORIAL SERVICE 

February 12 at 2:00 p.m. in the Courtyard 
 

All are invited to bring their pets or a picture of them to the church courtyard for a service of 

blessing and gratitude for the joy they bring to us.  
 

Following the blessing, there will be a special service in the Chapel to remember and give thanks 

for all the pets who died this past year. Please note that our Best Friends Memorial Garden, a special 

area around the statue of St. Francis in the Courtyard, has been set aside as a space to memorialize 

our beloved pets. A plant and personalized, etched stone will be placed in memory of your “best 

friend,” if you wish. You do not have to purchase a stone to have your pet remembered at the 

service. If you do however wish to have a stone, please contact Ann Pierce Stith at 

adelaspozas@gmail.com.   

 

CANCER PREVENTION PRESENTATION  

Sunday, February 12 at 12:30 p.m. in the Chapel 

Led by church member Dr. Anesa Ahamad 

Half of all cancers can be avoided, and though we can’t change our age, race, or genes, there are 

other things we can change to get us to a healthier place. Join Dr. Anesa Ahamad, oncologist and 

member of the church, for this presentation on diet and lifestyle changes that can have a positive 

impact on our health and help prevent cancer.  This in-person talk will be accompanied by a special 

meal. Please register here: https://gablesucc.org/cancer    

 

EXPATS AND VURCHERS GATHERING 

Sunday, February 12 at 12:30 p.m. via Zoom 

Whether you are living across the Pond, on the Gulf of Mexico, in the Carolinas, or the 

hinterlands of the East or West Coast, please join our special fellowship and support group.   
 

We gather from around the world to check in with our Gables UCC members and friends living 

outside of South Florida. Whether you have been a former member or friend of the church and have 

moved away, or have found a home with us virtually, we invite you to be connected through this 

special group just for you. Email Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org for the link.  

 

SIERRA CLUB MEETING 

February 12 at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

The Sierra Club Miami Group is hosting a town hall to meet with the fifteen candidates who are 

running to fill the vacant commission seat for the City of Miami District 2. It is important the 

candidates be given a chance to explain their priorities and plans for our future. The meeting will 

be at the church from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. We are honored to have former Commissioner Ken 

Russell to moderate the questions and answers. Light snacks and refreshments will be provided. 

 

mailto:adelaspozas@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://gablesucc.org/cancer&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw01FWUYxoz42pom34YTwPdN
mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
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FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 

Open TODAY 12:00 noon – 1:00 p.m.  

Wednesday – Saturday from 11:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.  

Come and shop in support of our justice ministry. Each of your purchases helps artisans in 

developing countries build strong, local economies. These skilled workers are paid fair-living 

wages while crafting sustainable products that do not harm the environment. No child labor is 

used. Women’s lives are changed as they support their families with the dignity and pride of their 

work. Located outside the Fellowship Hall.  

 

LOTUS HOUSE DONATIONS  

Our Sunday School children and youth are supporting Lotus House Homeless Shelter in Overtown, 

and we need your HELP! Every month, we collect a different item that the women, children, or 

LGBT+ youth need. In February, we are collecting full-size shampoo bottles. Children may 

bring donations with them to Sunday School. Adults may leave donations at reception or ship them 

to Pastor Megan at Gables UCC via Amazon or other online retailer. Thank you for helping us help 

the homeless in Miami.  

 

WORSHIP WITH US  

One Church ~ Three Congregations   

9:00 a.m. Communion Service in the Chapel  

10:00 a.m. Spanish Language Worship   

11:00 a.m. Worship In-Person or Online  

For information on our German Language Church, please e-mail GermanMinistry@gablesucc.org 
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GABLES CONGREGATIONAL UCC STAFF DIRECTORY 

CORAL GABLES CONGREGATIONAL UCC STAFF DIRECTORY 

305.448.7421 (Extensions listed below) 
 

Ministers 

All Members of the Church 

 

Pastoral Staff 

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor                      LaurieH@gablesucc.org  ext. 116 

The Rev. Megan Smith, Associate Pastor                             MeganS@gablesucc.org ext. 119 

The Rev. Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor                               AaronL@gablesucc.org ext. 117 

 

Program Staff 

The Rev. Lisa LeSueur, Assistant Pastor for Congregational and Staff Care  

                                                                                                  LisaL@gablesucc.org  ext. 150      

Mark Hart, Exec. Dir. of the Community Arts Program        MarkH@gablesucc.org  ext. 120 

The Rev. Mairolet Vega, Spanish Worship                                      Mairoletvega@gmail.com  

Dr. Ronald Morgan, Director of Music Ministries                    RonM@gablesucc.org  ext.121 

German Worship Information                                                GermanMinistry@gablesucc.org 

Brooke Bagnall-Koger, Director of Early Childhood Center              

                                                                                                BrookeB@gablesucc.org ext.315                  

    To contact Early Childhood Center, please call:                                              305.444.9792 

 

Support Staff 

Mariana Broadmeadow, Life Events Coordinator               MarianaB@gablesucc.org ext.114 

Anthony Cabrera, Minister of Liturgical Arts                                            Cabreraa25@att.net 

Kris Coney, Sound Technician                                                                  info@gablesucc.org 

Allen Feldman, Pew Organizer                                           

Elena Korallis, Communications Director                                ElenaK@gablesucc.org ext.113 

Seth Patterson, Youth Bell Choir Director                                             smpatter@samford.edu  

Tony Prinzi, Print, Rentals & Reception Coordinator              TonyP@gablesucc.org  ext. 100 

Dennis Rodrigues CPA, Business Manager                 DennisR@gablesucc.org ext.130 

Geneviève Savain, Executive Assistant to the Pastor         Genevieves@gablesucc.org ext.153                                                  

Dr. Gregory Taylor, Parish Musician                                                        Gregpiano1@aol.com 

Alexandra Woods, Children‘s Choir Director                              Awoods@cushmanschool.org 

 

Maintenance and Custodial Team 

Rene Dominguez (Lead Custodian) 

Carlos Barrios, Rosario Noriega, Eddie Oviedo 

 

               
 

      WE ARE OUT OF THE BOX PEOPLE 

 
 

 

mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
mailto:MeganS@gablesucc.org
mailto:AaronL@gablesucc.org
mailto:LisaL@gablesucc.org
mailto:MarkH@gablesucc.org
mailto:RonM@gablesucc.org
mailto:GermanMinistry@gablesucc.org
mailto:BrookeB@gablesucc.org
mailto:MarianaB@gablesucc.org
mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
mailto:smpatter@samford.edu
mailto:TonyP@gablesucc.org
mailto:DennisR@gablesucc.org
mailto:Gregpiano1@aol.com
mailto:Awoods@cushmanschool.org
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