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ALL are welcome to this time and place of worship. 

Know that in this space you are welcome as you are and for who you are. 

As followers of Christ, we are compelled by the Gospel to seek reconciliation and wholeness  

in a world that is all too often an unloving place.  

Therefore, whether you are gay, straight, or in-between;  

whatever your country of origin or ancestry;  

whether you are a believer, a doubter or a seeker;  

in Christ’s love, we welcome you, so that by the power 

of the Holy Spirit we can work together to  

usher in God’s Reign of justice, peace, and mercy. 
 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 

    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 

The Reverend Lisa LeSueur, Assistant Pastor for Congregational and Staff Care 

 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 

3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

January 22, 2023                      Our faith is over 2000 years old;                                 11:00 a.m. 

Our thinking is not. 
 

 

 

ANNUAL MEETING SUNDAY  

Those who do not go to church are adored by God, 

But they don’t get to meet some of the people who love God back. 

                                                                                                    ~Anne Lamott 
 

GATHERING MUSIC                     

Dr. Greg Taylor, piano  
 

THE WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS      

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation.    
 

 

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are  

joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 
 

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 

each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter. 
 

 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 

walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434 

or go to our church app. You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.  

For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are at the front doors. 
 

PRELUDE                                             Amen Siakudumisa                            arr. Cathy Moklebust 

The Handbell Choir  
 

*THE CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

    One:  Today is Annual Meeting Sunday, a time to reflect on the past and to  

  dream about the future.  

    Many: It’s a day to give thanks to God for bringing us through another year  

  of worshipping, serving, growing our faith, and building a beloved  

  community.  

    One:  For some it was a good year, for others it was a painful year, and for  

  most of us it was a mixture of both.  

    Many: We rejoiced together, and we grieved together; we laughed  

  together and we cried together.  

    One:  Now we are in 2023 and we know what we will do… 

    Many:       we will worship with Christmas joy and with Easter Good News!   

 

http://gablesucc.org/live
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*THE OPENING HYMN               God, You Have Set Us   
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*OPENING PRAYER 

    ALL: Still-speaking God:  You have promised us that where two or three are  

gathered you are there in the midst and so we welcome you this day. We ask in 

this time of worship that you open our ears so that we may hear your 

voice. Open our minds so that we may receive your wisdom. Open our spirits 

so that we may know your guidance. And open our hearts so that we may 

receive your love. We ask all this in the name of Jesus who taught us to 

pray….  
 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER (sung) 
 

Our Creator, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 

     One:     Friends, we are the church!  Together we make a family of God.   

Let us greet our siblings in Christ by saying, "Peace be with you. 

     Many:      And also with you.   

If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, bow, hand over the heart, smile, or nod to others. 

If you are gathered with others at home, share words of peace with one another. 

 If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  

Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace with them.  

 

THE GIFT OF MUSIC                        In This Very Room                                        Ron Harris 

The Chancel Choir  

 

THE SCRIPTURE LESSON            I Corinthians 1:10-18 
 

Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be 

in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind 

and the same purpose.  For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels 

among you, my brothers and sisters.  What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or 

“I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.”  Has Christ been divided? 

Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 

I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius,  so that no one can say that you 

were baptized in my name. For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and 

not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power.  For the 

message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it 

is the power of God. 

Friends, listen. God is still speaking. 

Thanks be to God! 
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THE MORNING MESSAGE          The State of the Church              

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner 

 

CHORAL RESPONSE                                 By Faith                                     Getty and Townsend  

The Chancel Choir 

 

THE RECEIVING OF NEW MEMBERS 

INTRODUCTIONS  
 

COVENANT OF THE NEW MEMBERS  
 

WORDS OF THANKSGIVING  
 

COVENANT AND PROMISES OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 

We welcome you with joy into our community of faith.  We promise that when we walk 

through these doors, we will treat each other like family and as beloved children of God. We 

believe that we are stronger united together than as individuals, so we promise to share our 

support in the work to which we feel called: striving for peace and justice among all people, 

protecting and restoring the integrity of all God's creation, and bringing hope to those most 

vulnerable. Amen.   
 

WORDS OF WELCOME AND PROCLAMATION                                    

Ann Pierce Stith, Moderator of the Church  

 

*CLOSING HYMN                   In the Midst of New Dimensions  
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*BENEDICTION  

    One: May God our Creator renew in us and this church the commitment to  

bring healing and life to our world. 
 

May Jesus the Christ, uphold us and this church in grace and love. 
 

May the Holy Spirit fill us and this church with courage to be bearers of  

God’s song of peace in the world.  

    Many: Amen. 
 

*THE SUNG BENEDICTION                    Alleluia  

On the second verse, you are invited to raise your hands up as a symbol of giving glory to God. 
 

 

Please be seated for the postlude. 

*POSTLUDE                                     

Following our service, all church members are encouraged to stay in the sanctuary or online for 

the Annual Meeting of the congregation. Visitors and guests, we would LOVE to have you join us 

next week when we have our regular after-worship fellowship. We look forward to the 

opportunity to connect with you. 

 

 

 

 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and friends, 

filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general church 

business. If you would like to be included, contact Elena at ElenaK@gablesucc.org 
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A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 

If you are visiting us for the first time this evening, we welcome you. We are grateful we have 

found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a 

place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite you 

into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please contact Pastor 

Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  
 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to places 

around the country and around the world, as well as folks who are actively involved in the church 

who have never set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and beliefs as a 

progressive, open-minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation. Whether an expat or 

“vurcher” (one who attends church virtually each week), please join us each Sunday for worship 

and for other programs and educational experiences online throughout the week.  
 

No matter who you are or where you are in this world, you are welcome here. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store or 

Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 

church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. 
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LOTUS HOUSE DONATIONS  

Our Sunday School children and youth are supporting Lotus House Homeless Shelter. Every month, 

they are collecting a different item that the women, children, or LGBT+ youth need. In January, 

they are collecting deodorant. Children may bring donations with them to Sunday School. Adults 

may leave donations at Reception or ship them to Pastor Megan at Gables UCC. Thank you!  

 

INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO KNOW: 

HOW DO I BECOME A CHURCH MEMBER? 

If you’ve wished for an open and embracing community to grow your faith… 

Then we warmly invite you to help us build the family of Gables UCC. 
 

If you are interested in “inquiring” about Gables UCC and what it means to be a member of our 

family of faith, please be in touch with Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org or 305.448.7421.  
 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Weekly, the Called to Care Team receives prayer requests from     church family and friends. Each 

Wednesday at 12:30 p.m., they gather in prayer over Zoom to lift up these prayer requests, to pray 

for the church, and for the needs of the world. If you have a prayer concern to be prayed over by 

Called to Care, you may text it to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email Carol Fifield, the 

Called to Care coordinator at miamifife@gmail.com. 

 

WALKING GROUP  

Every Wednesday from 6:00 p.m. – 7:15 p.m. 

Join Pastor Megan, church members, and friends for a weekly walk around the Granada Golf 

Course and back, approximately 3.5 miles. We will meet outside our church’s Fair Trade shop on 

Columbus Blvd. and leave the church together as we begin our walk. Just an FYI-Pastor Megan 

sets a brisk pace! Friends always welcome! Bring a flashlight.  

 

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

Sundays, through January 29 at 9:45 a.m. in Havighorst Lounge and Zoom 

In Pope Francis' book Fratelli Tutti: On Fraternity and Social Friendship, the Pope explores the 

importance of human solidarity and loving kindness. The book calls on us to foster a genuine love 

for all and reaffirm the dignity of every human being. To affirm that we are all children of God.  Join 

us on four Sundays in January to spend some time discussing this fascinating book! The book is 

available on Amazon.   

 

PACT NETWORK MEETING  

Sunday, Janaury 29 at 12:30 p.m. in the Chapel  

Our congregation is blessed to work in partnership with 35 other churches, synagogues, masjids, 

and universities for justice in Miami-Dade County. Through PACT, we organize for affordable 

housing, gun violence prevention, community IDs, reducing arrests, and environmental justice.   

  

All Gables UCC Network Members gather to plan our strategy for getting our church members and 

friends to attend the Nehemiah Action.  

 

 

mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
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Join us for the first event of our 100th anniversary year-long celebration as we dedicate and hear in 

concert our new Allen RL-90 organ, with 92 stops and four manuals. This blessed donation has 

been given in honor of long-time church members Alan and Mary Cross by their children. A special 

reception will be held following the service.  

 

 

 

 

PET BLESSING AND MEMORIAL SERVICE 

February 12 at 2:00 p.m. in the Courtyard 
 

All are invited to bring their pets or a picture of them to the church courtyard for a brief service of 

blessing and gratitude for the joy they bring to us.  
 

Following the blessing, there will be a special service in the Chapel to remember and give thanks 

for all the pets who died this past year. Please note that our Best Friends Memorial Garden, a special 

area around the statue of St. Francis in the Courtyard, has been set aside as a space to memorialize 

our beloved pets. A plant and personalized, etched stone will be placed in memory of your “best 

friend,” if you wish. You do not have to purchase a stone to have your pet remembered at the 

service. If you do however wish to have a stone, please contact Ann Pierce Stith at 

adelaspozas@gmail.com.   

 

FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 

Open TODAY 12:00 noon – 1:00 p.m.  

Wednesday – Saturday from 11:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.  
 

mailto:adelaspozas@gmail.com
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GABLES CONGREGATIONAL UCC STAFF DIRECTORY 

CORAL GABLES CONGREGATIONAL UCC STAFF DIRECTORY 

305.448.7421 (Extensions listed below) 
 

Ministers 

All Members of the Church 

 

Pastoral Staff 

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor                      LaurieH@gablesucc.org  ext. 116 

The Rev. Megan Smith, Associate Pastor                             MeganS@gablesucc.org ext. 119 

The Rev. Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor                               AaronL@gablesucc.org ext. 117 

 

Program Staff 

The Rev. Lisa LeSueur, Assistant Pastor for Congregational and Staff Care  

                                                                                                  LisaL@gablesucc.org  ext. 150      

Mark Hart, Exec. Dir. of the Community Arts Program        MarkH@gablesucc.org  ext. 120 

The Rev. Mairolet Vega, Spanish Worship                                      Mairoletvega@gmail.com  

Dr. Ronald Morgan, Director of Music Ministries                    RonM@gablesucc.org  ext.121 

German Worship Information                                                GermanMinistry@gablesucc.org 

Brooke Bagnall-Koger, Director of Early Childhood Center              

                                                                                                BrookeB@gablesucc.org ext.315                  

    To contact Early Childhood Center, please call:                                              305.444.9792 

 

Support Staff 

Mariana Broadmeadow, Life Events Coordinator               MarianaB@gablesucc.org ext.114 

Anthony Cabrera, Minister of Liturgical Arts                                            Cabreraa25@att.net 

Kris Coney, Sound Technician                                                                  info@gablesucc.org 

Allen Feldman, Pew Organizer                                           

Elena Korallis, Communications Director                                ElenaK@gablesucc.org ext.113 

Seth Patterson, Youth Bell Choir Director                                             smpatter@samford.edu  

Tony Prinzi, Print, Rentals & Reception Coordinator              TonyP@gablesucc.org  ext. 100 

Dennis Rodrigues CPA, Business Manager                 DennisR@gablesucc.org ext.130 

Geneviève Savain, Executive Assistant to the Pastor         Genevieves@gablesucc.org ext.153                                                  

Dr. Gregory Taylor, Parish Musician                                                       Gregpiano1@aol.com 

Alexandra Woods, Children‘s Choir Director                              Awoods@cushmanschool.org 

 

Maintenance and Custodial Team 

Rene Dominguez (Lead Custodian) 

Carlos Barrios, Rosario Noriega, Eddie Oviedo 

 

               
 

      WE ARE OUT OF THE BOX PEOPLE 

 
 

mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
mailto:MeganS@gablesucc.org
mailto:AaronL@gablesucc.org
mailto:LisaL@gablesucc.org
mailto:MarkH@gablesucc.org
mailto:RonM@gablesucc.org
mailto:GermanMinistry@gablesucc.org
mailto:BrookeB@gablesucc.org
mailto:MarianaB@gablesucc.org
mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
mailto:smpatter@samford.edu
mailto:TonyP@gablesucc.org
mailto:DennisR@gablesucc.org
mailto:Gregpiano1@aol.com
mailto:Awoods@cushmanschool.org
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