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ALL are welcome to this time and place of worship. 

Know that in this space you are welcome as you are and for who you are. 

As followers of Christ, we are compelled by the Gospel to seek reconciliation and wholeness  

in a world that is all too often an unloving place.  

Therefore, whether you are gay, straight, or in-between;  

whatever your country of origin or ancestry;  

whether you are a believer, a doubter or a seeker;  

in Christ’s love, we welcome you, so that by the power 

of the Holy Spirit we can work together to  

usher in God’s Reign of justice, peace, and mercy. 
 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 

    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 

The Reverend Lisa LeSueur, Assistant Pastor for Congregational and Staff Care 

 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 

3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 

 

http://www.gablesucc.org/


4 

 
 

 ORDER OF WORSHIP 
January 15, 2023                       Our faith is over 2000 years old;                                11:00 a.m. 

Our thinking is not. 
 

 

 

REMEMBERING DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

Hatred paralyzes life; love releases it.  

Hatred confuses life; love harmonizes it.  

Hatred darkens life; love illuminates it. 

                                                                                ~ Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                     
Dr. Greg Taylor, piano  

 

THE WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS      
 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation.    
 

 
 

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are  

joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 
 

 

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 

each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter. 
 

 

 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 

walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434 

or go to our church app. You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.  

For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are at the front doors. 

 

MUSICAL INTROIT                            People Get Ready                                     Curtis Mayfield  

J’von Williams, vocalist; Seth Woods, percussion 
 

*THE CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

    One:  This morning we remember dreams and dreamers. 

    Many: Today we remember Martin Luther King Jr. who dreamed of justice rolling  

down like the waters, of a beloved community where all people find kinship,  

belonging, dignity and love. 

    One: We, too, dream of justice and a beloved community. May we, like Dr. King,  

respond with our voices, with our lives, and in God’s love. 

    Many: In this time of worship, may we awaken to our dreams and to God’s voice  

speaking from within them. 

    One: Let us awaken to God’s world and to the places where our greatest joy can meet the  

world’s greatest need. Let us worship together.  

http://gablesucc.org/live
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*THE OPENING HYMN        You Are Salt for the Earth, O People          
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*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 

    One: Dr. King once said, "Love is the only force capable of  

  transforming enemies into friends and strangers into family.   

Let us be so transformed as we extend Christian love to one another  

by saying, “The peace of Christ be with you.” 

     Many:     And also with you.   

If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, bow, hand over the heart, smile, or nod to others. 

If you are gathered with others at home, share words of peace with one another. 

 If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  

Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace with them.  

 

SUNG INTERLUDE                                                                                    Tune: Gift of Love  

Come, let us dream God’s dream again. Come, one and all, let us ascend,  

the mountaintop where those of old saw God’s new day on earth unfold. 
 

THE CONTEMPORARY LESSON                                                     from the writings of Dr. King 

Leonie Hermantin, reader  

“Stand up for justice. Sometimes it gets hard, but it is always difficult to get out of Egypt, for the 

Red Sea always stands before you with discouraging dimensions. And even after you’ve crossed 

the Red Sea, you have to move through a wilderness with prodigious hilltops of evil and gigantic 

mountains of opposition. But I say to you: Keep moving. Let nothing slow you up. Move on with 

dignity and honor and respectability.  

I realize that it will cause restless nights sometime. It might cause losing a job; it will cause suffering 

and sacrifice. It might even cause physical death for some. But if physical death is the price that 

some must pay to free their children from a permanent life of psychological death then nothing can 

be more Christian.  

Keep going today. Keep moving amid every obstacle. Keep moving amid every mountain of 

opposition. If you will do that with dignity when the history books are written in the future, the 

historians will have to look back and say, “There lived a great people. A people who injected new 

meaning into the veins of civilization; a people which stood up with dignity and honor and saved 

Western civilization in her darkest hour; a people that gave new integrity and a new dimension of 

love to our civilization.” When that happens, ‘the morning stars will sing together and the children 

of God will shout for joy.’” 
 

THE GIFT OF MUSIC        My Feet are Tired, but my Soul is Resting         arr. Shawn Kirchner 

The Chancel Choir with Nikki Bartholomew, soloist 
 

This song by Francis Smith Thomas, a close friend of the Martin Luther King, Jr. family, was 

inspired by the words of a woman who participated in the Montgomery bus boycott, a pivotal 

event in the civil rights movement. This powerful hymn-like arrangement opens with a soprano 

solo written in honor of Coretta Scott King, who premiered the piece as a soprano solo. Words on 

following page… 
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My feet are tired, but my soul is resting; 

Hallelujah! I’m walking for the glory of the Lord 
 

My feet are worn, but my soul is shining. 

Hallelujah! I’m walking for the glory of the Lord. 
 

My feet cry out, but my soul is singing. 

Hallelujah! I’m walking for the glory of the Lord. 

 

THE SCRIPTURE LESSON             1 Samuel 3.1-10 

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in 

those days; visions were not widespread.  

At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down 

in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of 

the Lord, where the ark of God was. Then the Lord called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ and he said, ‘Here 

I am!’ and ran to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call; lie 

down again.’ So he went and lay down. The Lord called again, ‘Samuel!’ Samuel got up and 

went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call, my son; lie down 

again.’ Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been 

revealed to him. The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and 

said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. 

Therefore Eli said to Samuel, ‘Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, “Speak, Lord, for 

your servant is listening.”’ So Samuel went and lay down in his place.  

Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ And Samuel said, 

‘Speak, for your servant is listening.’ 

Friends, God is still speaking, listen! 

Thanks be to God. 

 

THE MORNING MESSAGE  

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner  

 

A TIME OF REMEMBRANCE AND RE-COMMITMENT 

Greg Jackson, soloist 

  Sung: 

    Soloist:         Ain’t gonna let (nobody) 

    Many:        Turn me ‘round, turn me ‘round, turn me 'round, 

    Soloist:        Ain’t gonna let (nobody) 

    Many:       Turn me ‘round 

   I’m gonna keep on a-walkin’ - Keep on a-talkin’ 

   Marchin’ til the day I die. 
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One: He came into our lives when the yearning of people to be free had turned their 

attention to injustice.  For justice, and only justice, we shall follow, that we may live 

and inherit the land which the Lord our God gives us; 

    Many: Ain’t gonna let injustice… 
 

    One: He set off with us on a journey for justice.  It was a journey proclaiming the words of 

the ancient prophet Amos:  “Let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like 

a mighty stream.”  It was a journey calling forth the modern Christian ministry to 

feed the hungry, to clothe the naked, to set at liberty those who are oppressed; 

    Many: Ain’t gonna let oppression… 

    One: Martin Luther King, Jr. envisioned the ultimate freedom: the freedom achieved in 

struggle; the freedom reached in brotherhood and sisterhood; the freedom fired by 

the dream of a man; the freedom inspired by the lot of a people; the freedom free of 

hate; the freedom full of love; 

    Many: Ain’t gonna let hatred… 
 

    One: The journey went to Montgomery, to affirm human dignity and courage; to 

Birmingham, to defeat the sickness of segregating human society; to Selma, to ensure 

the voice of all people in human affairs; to a hundred nameless communities to 

remove painful shackles of oppression and to light joyous torches of liberty.  When 

war was encountered, the leader of this journey sang with the people, “Ain’t gonna 

study war no more.”  He met violence with non-violence and said, “Hate is too great 

a burden to bear.” 

    Many: Ain’t gonna let violence… 
 

    One: And even when death was confronted as the journey reached Memphis, he could say 

in final triumph that in life he had found something worth dying for, something worth 

life itself – the Promised Land, a land of freedom with justice; 

    Many: Ain’t gonna let dying… 
 

    One: So we are thankful that the Spirit of the Lord anointed a man who preached good 

news to the poor, who rejected segregation and embraced liberation, who prophesied 

the greatness of his people in struggle for the deliverance of all people; 

    Many: Ain’t gonna let nothing… 

 

At this time, you may text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 

or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com to be included in this morning’s prayers and during 

the Called to Care prayer time on Wednesday. 

 

THE MORNING PRAYERS AND OUR SAVIOR’S PRAYER  

You may pray in the language or tradition of your choice. 
 

Our Creator who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
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SUNG PRAYER RESPONSE            Precious Lord                                              Tommy Dorsey  
 

It is said that “Precious Lord” was Dr. King’s favorite hymn. 
 

Precious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me stand 

I'm tired, I’m weak, I’m lone. 

Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light 

Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home. 

 

INVITATION TO GIVE, SERVE, BELONG 

 

*LITANY OF RECOMMITMENT  
    One: We believe that through our time, talent, and treasure… 

    Many: unarmed truth and unconditional love can have the final word. 

    One: We believe… 

    Many: that people everywhere can have three meals a day for their bodies, education 

and culture for their minds, and dignity, equality, and freedom for their spirits. 

    One: We believe… 

    Many: that what self-centered people have torn down,  

other-centered people can build up. 

    One: We believe… 

    Many: that “the lion and the lamb shall lie down together and everyone shall sit under 

their own vine and fig tree and none shall be afraid.” 

    One: We still believe… 

    Many: that we shall overcome. 
 

Please remain standing for the closing hymn. 

 

*HYMN                                                 We Shall Overcome                                          
 

We shall overcome, we shall overcome, we shall overcome someday; 

Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe, we shall overcome someday. 
 

We'll walk hand in hand, we'll walk hand in hand, we'll walk hand in hand someday; 

Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe, we'll walk hand in hand someday. 
 

We are not afraid, we are not afraid, we are not afraid today; 

Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe, we are not afraid today. 
 

We shall live in peace, we shall live in peace, we shall live in peace someday; 

Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe, we shall live in peace someday. 

 

*THE BENEDICTION 

    One: Go now and overcome. Overcome racial hatred with love and understanding. 

Overcome sexism with mutual honor and respect. 

Overcome social inequities  

with fair and equal educational and employment opportunities. 

Overcome mean-heartedness with a kind word or good deed. 

Overcome war, poverty, hunger, and suffering throughout our urban streets and  

lands abroad by sharing the love of God with your neighbor. Amen. 
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This morning we invite you to leave after the benediction.  

Please join us in the Fellowship Hall for our Connection Café.  

Come, enjoy some refreshments as well as the chance to connect with others.   

  Visitors, we would LOVE to have you join us! 

 

*POSTLUDE                                     

                   

 

A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 

If you are visiting us for the first time this evening, we welcome you. We are grateful we have 

found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a 

place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite you 

into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please contact Pastor 

Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  
 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to places 

around the country and around the world, as well as folks who are actively involved in the church 

who have never set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and beliefs as a 

progressive, open-minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation. Whether an expat or 

“vurcher” (one who attends church virtually each week), please join us each Sunday for worship 

and for other programs and educational experiences online throughout the week.  
 

No matter who you are or where you are in this world, you are welcome here. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and friends, 

filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general church 

business. If you would like to be included, contact Elena at ElenaK@gablesucc.org 

 

OUR CHURCH APP 
For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store or 

Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 

church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. 

 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  

TODAY, Janaury 15 at 12:15 p.m. in the Church Library  

We gather to create beautiful prayer shawls to share with members of our church family who are 

ill or starting a new era in their lives. You do not have to know how to knit or crochet – someone 

will teach you. If you are looking for a ministry of prayer and care for others, this may be it. Come 

and help wrap someone in God’s love by creating a beautiful prayer shawl.    

 

LUNCHTIME BIBLE STUDY 

Join Pastor Lisa this coming Tuesday, January 17 from Noon-1:00 p.m. as she takes us on a 

Biblical journey through one of her favorite passages. Please register in advance for this Zoom 

session by e-mailing Pastor Lisa for the link at LisaL@gablesucc.org.  
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------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

LOTUS HOUSE DONATIONS  

Our Sunday School children and youth are supporting Lotus House Homeless Shelter. Every month, 

they are collecting a different item that the women, children, or LGBT+ youth need. In January, 

they are collecting deodorant. Children may bring donations with them to Sunday School. Adults 

may leave donations at Reception or ship them to Pastor Megan at Gables UCC. Thank you!  

 

INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO KNOW: 

HOW DO I BECOME A CHURCH MEMBER? 

If you’ve wished for an open and embracing community to grow your faith… 

Then we warmly invite you to help us build the family of Gables UCC. 
 

If you are interested in “inquiring” about Gables UCC and what it means to be a member of our 

family of faith, please be in touch with Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org or 305.448.7421. 

Our next new member class is next Sunday. What a great way to begin the new year by becoming 

a member of the church and sharing your talents and gifts.   
 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Weekly, the Called to Care Team receives prayer requests from     church family and friends. Each 

Wednesday at 12:30 p.m., they gather in prayer over Zoom to lift up these prayer requests, to pray 

for the church, and for the needs of the world. If you have a prayer concern to be prayed over by 

Called to Care, you may text it to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email Carol Fifield, the 

Called to Care coordinator at miamifife@gmail.com. 

 

 

mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
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WALKING GROUP  

Every Wednesday from 6:00 p.m. – 7:15 p.m. 

Join Pastor Megan, church members, and friends for a weekly walk around the Granada Golf 

Course and back, approximately 3.5 miles. We will meet outside our church’s Fair Trade shop on 

Columbus Blvd. and leave the church together as we begin our walk. Just an FYI-Pastor Megan 

sets a brisk pace! Friends always welcome! Bring a flashlight.  

 

GARDEN WARRIORS  

Saturday, January 21 at 9:00 a.m. on the church grounds  

If you like to garden, pull weeds, plant flowers or just help make the exterior landscape of our 

historic church beautiful, then join us for a Garden Warriors’ workday. All volunteers will be 

welcomed and appreciated (kids too)!  

 

SISTERS ON SOJOURN (SOS) 

Saturday, January 21 at 9:30 a.m. at Pastor Laurie’s Home 

The annual Christmas Party Extravaganza was cancelled in December, but we are joyous party 

people year-round. So, keep your holiday sweaters and Santa hats out because you will need them 

on Saturday, January 21 at 9:30 a.m. for breakfast and festivities at the home of Pastor Laurie. 

SOS is an informal, fun, and relaxed group for women of all ages. If you wish to be added to the 

SOS email list, please email Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.    

 

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

Sundays, through January 29 at 9:45 a.m. in Havighorst Lounge and Zoom 

In Pope Francis' book Fratelli Tutti: On Fraternity and Social Friendship, the Pope explores the 

importance of human solidarity and loving kindness. The book calls on us to foster a genuine love 

for all and reaffirm the dignity of every human being. To affirm that we are all children of God.  Join 

us on four Sundays in January to spend some time discussing this fascinating book! The book is 

available on Amazon.   
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

ANNUAL MEETING: SUNDAY, JANUARY 22 

It is Annual Meeting Sunday at Gables UCC, and all members of the church are encouraged to be 

with us as Pastor Laurie delivers a State of the Church address as her morning message. Following 

worship, all members are invited to stay for the meeting or to join us online to hear reports of the 

past year, vote on a new budget and leadership for 2023, and celebrate the 100th year of the church.  

 

In preparation for the annual meeting, a Mission Statement (Budget) Hearing will be held with 

church treasurer Tim Knoll this Tuesday, January 17 at 6:30 p.m. over Zoom. The link is 

available in Laurie’s lines, our website, or by contacting Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 

The Church Leadership Committee is looking for some dedicated and energetic folks to serve the 

church in a leadership position. For nominations, please contact Ann Pierce Stith at 

adelaspozas@gmail.com. 

 

 

mailto:Laurieh@gablesucc.org
mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
mailto:adelaspozas@gmail.com
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Join us for the first event of our 100th anniversary year-long celebration as we dedicate and hear in 

concert our new Allen RL-90 organ, with 92 stops and four manuals. This blessed donation has 

been given in honor of long-time church members Alan and Mary Cross by their children. A special 

reception will be held following the service.  

 

 

 

 

 

PET BLESSING AND MEMORIAL SERVICE 

February 12 at 2:00 p.m. in the Courtyard 
 

All are invited to bring their pets or a picture of them to the church courtyard for a brief service of 

blessing and gratitude for the joy they bring to us.  
 

Following the blessing, there will be a special service in the Chapel to remember and give thanks 

for all the pets who died this past year. Please note that our Best Friends Memorial Garden, a special 

area around the statue of St. Francis in the Courtyard, has been set aside as a space to memorialize 

our beloved pets. A plant and personalized, etched stone will be placed in memory of your “best 

friend,” if you wish. You do not have to purchase a stone to have your pet remembered at the 

service. If you do however wish to have a stone, please contact Ann Pierce Stith at 

adelaspozas@gmail.com.   

 

 
 

 

mailto:adelaspozas@gmail.com
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GABLES CONGREGATIONAL UCC STAFF DIRECTORY 

CORAL GABLES CONGREGATIONAL UCC STAFF DIRECTORY 

305.448.7421 (Extensions listed below) 
 

Ministers 

All Members of the Church 

 

Pastoral Staff 

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor                      LaurieH@gablesucc.org  ext. 116 

The Rev. Megan Smith, Associate Pastor                             MeganS@gablesucc.org ext. 119 

The Rev. Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor                               AaronL@gablesucc.org ext. 117 

 

Program Staff 

The Rev. Lisa LeSueur, Assistant Pastor for Congregational and Staff Care  

                                                                                                  LisaL@gablesucc.org  ext. 150      

Mark Hart, Exec. Dir. of the Community Arts Program        MarkH@gablesucc.org  ext. 120 

The Rev. Mairolet Vega, Spanish Worship                                      Mairoletvega@gmail.com  

Dr. Ronald Morgan, Director of Music Ministries                    RonM@gablesucc.org  ext.121 

German Worship Information                                                GermanMinistry@gablesucc.org 

Brooke Bagnall-Koger, Director of Early Childhood Center              

                                                                                                BrookeB@gablesucc.org ext.315                  

    To contact Early Childhood Center, please call:                                              305.444.9792 

 

Support Staff 
Mariana Broadmeadow, Life Events Coordinator                MarianaB@gablesucc.org ext.114 

Anthony Cabrera, Minister of Liturgical Arts                                            Cabreraa25@att.net 

Kris Coney, Sound Technician                                                                  info@gablesucc.org 

Allen Feldman, Pew Organizer                                           

Elena Korallis, Communications Director                                ElenaK@gablesucc.org ext.113 

Seth Patterson, Youth Bell Choir Director                                             smpatter@samford.edu  

Tony Prinzi, Print, Rentals & Reception Coordinator              TonyP@gablesucc.org  ext. 100 

Dennis Rodrigues CPA, Business Manager                DennisR@gablesucc.org ext.130 

Geneviève Savain, Executive Associate to the Pastor        Genevieves@gablesucc.org ext.131                                                  

Dr. Gregory Taylor, Parish Musician                                                       Gregpiano1@aol.com 

Alexandra Woods, Children‘s Choir Director                              Awoods@cushmanschool.org 

 

Maintenance and Custodial Team 
Rene Dominguez (Lead Custodian) 

Carlos Barrios, Rosario Noriega, Eddie Oviedo 

 

               
 

      WE ARE OUT OF THE BOX PEOPLE 

 
 

mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
mailto:MeganS@gablesucc.org
mailto:AaronL@gablesucc.org
mailto:LisaL@gablesucc.org
mailto:MarkH@gablesucc.org
mailto:RonM@gablesucc.org
mailto:GermanMinistry@gablesucc.org
mailto:BrookeB@gablesucc.org
mailto:MarianaB@gablesucc.org
mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
mailto:smpatter@samford.edu
mailto:TonyP@gablesucc.org
mailto:DennisR@gablesucc.org
mailto:Gregpiano1@aol.com
mailto:Awoods@cushmanschool.org
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CORAL GABLES CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

STATEMENT OF COMMITMENT TO THE WORK OF ANTI-RACISM 

July 2020 

 

Black Lives Matter. This is a truth we speak to ourselves, to the Church, and to the world as we witness 

racism continue to take the lives of Black people in America. 

  

With grieving hearts, we speak their names: George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud Arbery, Tony 

McDade, Corey Jones, Atatiana Jefferson, Trayvon Martin and countless other victims of racist violence, 

both known and unknown, listened to and ignored. The voice of their blood cries out from the ground, and 

we join this cry for justice. 

  

Again and again, we are reminded that racism is more than individual thoughts and actions. It is an immoral 

system that structurally discriminates against and oppresses people of color - especially Black people - 

through underfunded schools, lack of access to healthcare, food insecurity, discriminatory housing policies, 

polluted neighborhoods and undrinkable water, and an unjust criminal justice system.    

  

As Christians, we believe that all people are children of God and deserve the same dignity, compassion, 

and access to a full life no matter their skin color, gender, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, 

national origin, immigration status, socio-economic status, ability, education, or faith tradition.  

  

The book of Genesis affirms that, “God created humankind in God’s own image;” that all people are 

beloved, blessed image-bearers of the Divine. Likewise, the Apostle Paul preaches in Galatians that “there 

is no longer Jew nor Greek...for all are one in Christ Jesus;” that we are united as a human race, and that in 

God nothing divides us. In this oneness, we must unite and resist the racism that permeates every institution 

in this country -- including the Church -- and deprives us of fully experiencing the wholeness and equality 

promised by God and exemplified in the life of Jesus.  

  

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ continues its commitment to the work of anti-

racism, to dismantling the system of White supremacy, and to the co-creation with the Holy Spirit of 

God’s reign of peace and justice on earth. This is the work that Jesus calls us to, in courage and hope, 

for a transformed world where all God’s children are equal, free, and loved.  
  

As a congregation, we will embody this commitment in our life and culture together through 

awareness, education, skills, application of anti-racist education, policies, and practices, as we 

continue to our work of dismantling racism.  
 

This includes: 

 -Anti-racist educational programming for children, youth, and adults 

-Building relationships with diverse congregations 

-Partnership with and purchases from Black-owned businesses and Black-led community organizations 

-Justice work with PACT on issues of housing, gun violence, and unnecessary arrests 

-Hiring practices that prioritize racial diversity  

-Prophetic preaching and worship  

-Prayer without ceasing for racial justice 

 

 In the name of God our Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, we re-affirm our commitment to dismantling 

racism in our nation and to the work of justice and witness for all people. Amen.  
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