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ALL are welcome to this time and place of worship. 
Know that in this space you are welcome as you are and for who you are. 

As followers of Christ, we are compelled by the Gospel to seek reconciliation and wholeness  
in a world that is all too often an unloving place.  

Therefore, whether you are gay, straight, or in-between;  
whatever your country of origin or ancestry;  

whether you are a believer, a doubter or a seeker;  
in Christ’s love, we welcome you, so that by the power 

of the Holy Spirit we can work together to  
usher in God’s Reign of justice, peace, and mercy. 

 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 
    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 
The Reverend Lisa LeSueur, Assistant Pastor for Congregational and Staff Care 

 
Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 

3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 
Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 

 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
January 1, 2023                   Our faith is over 2000 years old;                                11:00 a.m. 

Our thinking is not. 
 
 
 

NEW YEAR’S DAY 
I need to worship because without it I can forget that I have a big God beside me and live in 
fear. I need to worship because without it I can forget God’s calling and begin to live in a 
spirit of self-preoccupation. I need to worship because without it I lose a sense of wonder and 
gratitude and plod through life with blinders on. I need worship because my natural tendency 
is toward self-reliance and stubborn independence.                                           ~ John Ortberg 
 
GATHERING MUSIC                     

Dr. Greg Taylor, piano  
 

THE WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS      
 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation.    

 
 
 

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are  
joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 

 
 
 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 
each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter. 
 
 
 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 
walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434 
or go to our church app. You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.  
For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are at the front doors. 

 
MUSICAL INTROIT                                New Year                                                 John Rutter 

J’Von Brown, Charmyn Kirton, Greg Jackson, Jasmine Williams; vocalists  
 
*THE CALL TO WORSHIP 

One: Whoever you are, and whatever you are carrying in your heart today-joy, stress, 
grief, love, anger, anticipation, loneliness, relief-know that you are welcome 
here. 

    Many:    Praise God for we are loved. 
    One:    We give thanks that Christ is born-the one who teaches us how to live as children 

of God. This baby is a sign of God’s love for us.  
    Many:   Praise God for we are loved. 

Continued… 

https://www.mediashout.com/free-church-media/
https://www.mediashout.com/free-church-media/
http://gablesucc.org/live
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    One:   Today is a new day and begins a new year. The presence of Jesus born among us, 
fills us with hope and renews our lives.  

    Many:   Praise God for we are loved. 
    One:   A newborn’s cry has opened our hearts- 
    Many:   And we praise God for this gift of love. 

 
THE OPENING CAROL          Go Tell It on the Mountain 
 

                  Refrain: 
Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere 

Go, tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born. 
 

While shepherds kept their watching, o’er silent flocks by night 
Behold throughout the heavens, there shone a holy light. (Refrain) 

 
The shepherds feared and trembled when lo! above the earth 

Rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior’s birth. (Refrain) 
 

Down in a lowly manger, the humble Christ was born 
And God sent us salvation, that blessed Christmas morn. (Refrain) 

 
*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
    One:  Christ is born! 
    Many: Christ is born indeed! 
    One:     Let us share the love of God by greeting and welcoming one another by saying, 

“Happy New Year and peace be with you.” 
    Many: Happy New Year and peace be with you! 

 

If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, bow, hand over the heart, smile, or nod to others. 
If you are gathered with others at home, share words of peace with one another. 

 If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  
Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace with them.  

 
SUNG INTERLUDE        Jesus, Jesus, Oh, What a Wonderful Child  
 

Jesus, Jesus, 
oh, what a wonderful child. 

Jesus, Jesus, 
so holy, meek, and mild; 

New life, new hope, the Child will bring. 
Listen to the angels sing, 

“Glory, glory, glory,” 
let the heavens ring! 
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THE SCRIPTURE LESSON                  Psalm 148     
Praise the Eternal One! 

Praise God from the heavens; 
praise God in the heights! 

 

Praise God, sun and moon; 
praise God, all you shining stars! 
Praise God, you highest heavens, 

and you waters above the heavens! 
 

Let them praise the name of the Love, 
for God commanded and they were created. 

 

Praise the Creator from the earth, 
you sea dragons and all creatures of the deep, 

fire and hail, snow and frost, 
stormy wind fulfilling God’s command! 

 

Mountains and all hills, 
fruit trees and all cedars! 

Wild animals and all cattle, 
creeping things and flying birds! 

 

Rulers of the earth and all peoples! 
Young of all genders alike, 

old and young together! 
 

Let them praise the name of the Eternal One, 
for God’s name alone is exalted; 

God’s glory is above earth and heaven. 
 
THE MORNING MESSAGE  

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner  
 

CHORAL RESPONSE                           Total Praise                          Smallwood/arr. Cymbala 
J’Von Brown, Charmyn Kirton, Greg Jackson, Jasmine Williams; vocalists  

 

At this time, you may text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 
or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com to be included in this morning’s prayers and during 

the Called to Care prayer time on Wednesday. 
 

 

 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 

Our table is wide-open to all who desire a closer relationship with God no matter your age, 
gender, station in life, sexual orientation, or faith tradition.   

 

If you are worshipping with us online, we invite you to have available a piece of bread/cracker 
and a small cup of juice/wine ready so that we can share together in communion. 
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INVITATION  
     
MORNING PRAYERS  
 
OUR SAVIOR’S PRAYER  

Our Creator who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
If you are worshipping with us in the sanctuary, please come forward to receive your bread 
and cup as the ushers invite you, pew by pew. Come down the center aisle and receive your 
bread and eat it as you receive it. Then receive an individual container of juice. Please take it 
to your seat, returning by the side aisle. Once you are seated, and when you are ready, you 
may drink from your cup, symbolizing your individual relationship with Christ.  

 

We use grape juice, and gluten-free bread is available on the communion table  
so that all may come freely.  

 
INVITATION TO GIVE, SERVE, BELONG 
 
*CLOSING CAROL                             Joy to the World  

 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! 
Let all their songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love. 

Please remains standing for the benediction  
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*BENEDICTION 
 

 One: Dear friends, renewed in your faith and nourished with love, go well into the 
dawning of this new year. Journey with praise on your lips, sing with joy from 
your heart, and live your lives open to the giving and receiving of Divine Love. 

     Many: May the God of love strengthen us in our love for others; may Christ Jesus 
be our living hope; and may the Holy Spirit surprise us on the way.  

     ALL:       Amen.  
. 

Please be seated for the postlude 
 
POSTLUDE                                         Carol of the Bells                                     Traditional  
 

Following the service, please join us in the Fellowship Hall for our Connection Café and the 
opportunity to enjoy refreshments as well as conversation and New Year’s greetings.  

Visitors, please join us as well! 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 
If you are visiting us for the first time this evening, we welcome you. We are grateful we have 
found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a 
place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite 
you into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please contact 
Pastor Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  
 
We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to 
places around the country and around the world, as well as folks who are actively involved in 
the church who have never set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and 
beliefs as a progressive, open-minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation. Whether an 
expat or “vurcher” (one who attends church virtually each week), please join us each Sunday for 
worship and for other programs and educational experiences online throughout the week.  
 

No matter who you are or where you are in this world, you are welcome here. 
----------------------------------------------------------------- 

STAY IN TOUCH 
Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and 
friends, filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general 
church business. If you would like to be included, contact Elena at ElenaK@gablesucc.org 

 
ANNUAL MEETING: SUNDAY, JANUARY 22 

It is Annual Meeting Sunday at Gables UCC, and all members of the church are encouraged to 
be with us as Pastor Laurie delivers a State of the Church address as her morning message. 
Following worship, all members are invited to stay for the meeting or to join us online to hear 
reports of the past year, vote on a new budget and leadership for 2023, and celebrate the 100th 
year of the church. In preparation for the annual meeting, a Mission Statement (Budget) Hearing 
will be held with church treasurer Tim Knoll. Date to be announced this week. The Church 
Leadership Committee is looking for some dedicated and energetic folks to serve the church in 
a leadership position. For nominations, please contact Ann Pierce Stith at 
adelaspozas@gmail.com. 
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OUR CHURCH APP 
For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store 
or Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 
church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. 

 
FOOD PANTRY 

Your donations of food go a long way in helping the hungry of our community. Please drop off 
your bags of groceries at the church or you may also donate financially at gablesucc.org/give. 
Under the fund column, select “Food Pantry.” We also LOVE getting boxes from Amazon or 
other places filled with canned goods. 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Weekly, the Called to Care Team receives prayer requests from     church family and friends. 
Each Wednesday at 12:30 p.m., they gather in prayer over Zoom to lift up these prayer requests, 
to pray for the church, and for the needs of the world. If you have a prayer concern to be prayed 
over by Called to Care, you may text it to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email Carol 
Fifield, the Called to Care coordinator at miamifife@gmail.com. 
 

PARENT AND PASTOR CONNECTION 
Thursday, January 5 at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom  

 Join Pastor Megan and other parents as we gather to share a prayer, collective wisdom, parental 
struggles, and a word of inspiration. All parents are welcome to register for this monthly  
gathering via Zoom.  For the link, contact MeganS@gablesucc.org. 

 

mailto:miamifife@gmail.com


9 
 
 

FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 
Creative, Artistic, and Unique Gifts  

Shop in support of our justice ministry. Each of your purchases helps artisans in developing 
countries build strong, local economies. These skilled workers are paid fair-living wages while 
crafting sustainable products that do not harm the environment. No child labor is used. Come, 
check out the beautiful and interesting hand-crafted items, clothing, and jewelry. 

Located outside Fellowship Hall on Columbus Boulevard. 
 

HUNGER VIGIL AND THE FESTIVAL OF THE FLEA 
Saturday, January 14 beginning at 9:00 a.m.  

For the 15th year, Pastor Laurie will go into the church tower as part of our Martin Luther King, 
Jr. birthday weekend commemoration. This year, after many years of the goal being five tons, 
she will stay in the tower until six tons (or 12,000 pounds) of food is raised for the hungry of our 
community. Food scarcity continues to be a challenging problem for many here in South Florida. 
Recent statistics show that 20.1% of all children under the age of 18 in Miami-Dade County 
experience food insecurity at some point during the year.  This year, the challenge to get Pastor 
Laurie down from the tower is even more imperative as she has a wedding to officiate at 4:00 
p.m.! The brides are counting on her, and she is counting on all of you to get her down as quickly 
as possible! Read more at gablesucc.org/mlk. 
 

Also, as part of our Hunger Vigil, we are celebrating the Festival of the Flea. It’s a flea market 
with a twist. For $25 (which goes to our food pantry), you can have a table on the Green to sell 
any items you wish. Rent a table on Sundays after worship in Fellowship Hall, or on our website 
at gablesucc.org/flea.  

 
SUNDAY MORNING ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

Sundays, January 8-29 at 9:45 a.m. in Havighorst Lounge and Zoom 
In Pope Francis' book Fratelli Tutti: On Fraternity and Social Friendship, the Pope explores the 
importance of human solidarity and loving kindness. The book calls on us to foster a genuine 
love for all and reaffirm the dignity of every human being. To affirm that we are all children of 
God.  Join us on four Sundays in January to spend some time discussing this fascinating book! 
The book is available on Amazon.   
 

INTENTIONAL EATING 
Sunday, January 8 at 12:15 p.m. in Havighorst and Zoom 

Eating… it’s something we all like to do. But why do we eat what we eat? On January 8, the 
Green Christians will host a Food for The Soul on “Intentional Eating.” Noel Cleland will lead 
the conversation about our food choices and the implications those choices have on the world 
around us. Please join us after worship either in person or on Zoom.  

 
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  

Sunday, Janaury 15 at 12:15 p.m. in the Church Library  
We gather to create beautiful prayer shawls to share with members of our church family who are 
ill or starting a new era in their lives. You do not have to know how to knit or crochet – someone 
will teach you. If you are looking for a ministry of prayer and care for others, this may be it. 
Come and help wrap someone in God’s love by creating a beautiful prayer shawl.     

https://gablesucc.org/mlk
https://gablesucc.org/flea
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EPIPHANY SUNDAY 
Sunday, January 8 beginning with the 11:00 a.m. service 

After a glorious Christmas season, we begin a new church season: Epiphany. Many of us were 
introduced to Epiphany through the familiar story of Three Wise Men bearing gifts as they 
followed the Great Star by night. In some cultures, Epiphany is known as the Day of the Kings 
(Dia de los Reyes). It is also known as Twelfth Day or Twelfth Night, reflecting an old custom 
of giving a gift for the twelve days after Christmas. There will be an appearance by the Wise 
Ones, gifts for the children, and a special Epiphany party with a piñata following worship. This 
is an event for the whole family.  
 

INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO KNOW: 
HOW DO I BECOME A CHURCH MEMBER? 

We warmly invite you to help us build the family of Gables UCC. 
 

If you are interested in “inquiring” about Gables UCC and what it means to be a member of our 
family of faith, please be in touch with Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org or 
305.448.7421. Our next Inquirer’s Gathering is on Sunday, January 8 at 12:30 p.m. in the 
Church Library. Join us over some lunch to learn more about the church, what we stand for, 
witness to, believe, and value. What a great way to begin 2023 by making a commitment to this 
beloved community.  

 

SISTERS ON SOJOURN (SOS) 
Saturday, January 21 at 9:30 a.m. at Pastor Laurie’s Home 

The annual Christmas Party Extravaganza was cancelled in December, but we are joyous party 
people year-round. So, keep your holiday sweaters and Santa hats out because you will need 
them on Saturday, January 21 at 9:30 a.m. for breakfast and festivities at the home of Pastor 
Laurie. SOS is an informal, fun, and relaxed group for women of all ages. If you wish to be 
added to the SOS email list, please email Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.    
 

ORGAN DEDICATION AND RECITAL   
Sunday, January 29 at 11:00 a.m. worship  

Join us for the first event of our 100th anniversary year-long celebration as we dedicate and hear 
in concert our new Allen RL-90 organ, with 92 stops and four manuals. This blessed donation 
has been given in honor of long-time church members Alan and Mary Cross by their children. 
A special reception will be held following the service.  
 

PET BLESSING AND MEMORIAL SERVICE 
February 12 at 2:00 p.m. in the Courtyard 

All are invited to bring their pets or a picture of them to the church courtyard for a brief service 
of blessing and gratitude for the joy they bring to us. Following the blessing, there will be a 
special service in the Chapel to remember and give thanks for all the pets who died this past 
year. Please note that our Best Friends Memorial Garden, a special area around the statue of St. 
Francis in the Courtyard, has been set aside as a space to memorialize our beloved pets. A plant 
and personalized, etched stone will be placed in memory of your “best friend,” if you wish. You 
do not have to purchase a stone to have your pet remembered at the service. If you do however 
wish to have a stone, please contact Ann Pierce Stith at adelaspozas@gmail.com.   
 

mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
mailto:Laurieh@gablesucc.org
mailto:adelaspozas@gmail.com
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For those attending the fundraiser, please join Pastor Laurie for a pre-theatre gathering of light bites 
and drinks at her home, across from the theatre, from 6:00 p.m. – 6:45 p.m.  You purchase your own 
ticket, see a great show while supporting the church, and enjoy fun and fellowship beforehand. 
Please let Pastor Laurie know you are attending at LaurieH@gablesucc.org. 

 

 

mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
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