
1 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



2 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



3 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
 

ALL are welcome to this time and place of worship. 
Know that in this space you are welcome as you are and for who you are. 

As followers of Christ, we are compelled by the Gospel to seek reconciliation and wholeness  
in a world that is all too often an unloving place.  

Therefore, whether you are gay, straight, or in-between;  
whatever your country of origin or ancestry;  

whether you are a believer, a doubter or a seeker;  
in Christ’s love, we welcome you, so that by the power 

of the Holy Spirit we can work together to  
usher in God’s Reign of justice, peace, and mercy. 

 
Nursery and pre-school care are available during worship if you wish. 

 
God is calling you today, but probably not on your cell phone. 

Please remember to put it on vibrate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 
    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 
 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 
3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 
CCLI License # 11282912 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
December 11, 2022                 Our faith is over 2000 years old;                                11:00 a.m. 

Our thinking is not. 
 
 
 

 
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

     When you make a choice, you change the future.  
                                                                                     ~ Deepak Chopra                               

 

 
GATHERING MUSIC                                 

Dr. Greg Taylor, piano  
                                               
THE WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS      

 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation.    

 
 
 
 

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are  
joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 

 
 
 
 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 
each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter. 
 
 
 
 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 
walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434 
or go to our church app. You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.  
For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are at the front doors. 

 
INSTRUMENTAL CALL TO WORSHIP 
                                                    O Come, O Come Emmanuel                                    Lani Smith  

Dr. Ron Morgan, organ; Dr. Greg Taylor, piano  
 
THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE OF JOY 

The Orr Family: Paula, Kjell, Joel, and Jasmine  
 
 
 
 

http://gablesucc.org/live
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*OPENING HYMN               Angels, from the Realms of Glory         

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST                                                
                      

    One: Family of Faith, hear this good news: 
We who have chosen wrong, are given a second chance. 
We who have lost our way, are welcomed into community. 
We who feel alone, are seen, held, and known. 
This is the good news of the gospel. 
No matter how many times we choose wrong or lose our way, 
God continues to be a God of second chances, community, and love. 
As a forgiven and forgiving people, let us extend that blessing to others by 
offering the peace of Christ. Peace be with you. 

     Many: And also with you.   
 

    If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, bow, hand over the heart, smile, or nod to others. 
If you are gathered with others at home, share words of peace with one another. 

 If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  
Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace with them.  
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SUNG INTERLUDE                                                                                                   from Taizé                     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE CONTEMPORARY READING                                                        
                                                  Instructions For a Hard Choice                  by Rev. Sarah Speed 

 

First, you must take a deep breath. 
Let oxygen dance through your lungs. 
Exhale it slowly. Allow the hurt, the shame, 
the anger to rise up in you. Let your mind run wild, 
like a million loose horses. Let the narratives unfold, unroll, 
a river of choppy water. Ask yourself how you got here. Look 
down at your feet. Roll your shoulders back. Remember who you 
are. Take another deep breath. Then, walk it back to the beginning. 
 

Instead of looking at your feet, look at hers. Imagine where she stands.  
Imagine what he needs. Dry the river of false stories in your mind.  
Turn rushing water into a dry creek bed, certainly not clean enough to drink.  
Call the horses. Bring them home. 
Watch as they shake off the dust of the day.  
Name what you’re feeling. Inhale again.  
Now you are ready  
to choose a better  
way. 
 
THE GIFT OF MUSIC            Comfort, Comfort Ye My People                arr. Howard Helvey          

The Chancel Choir 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON                       Matthew 1:18-25 
 

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be pregnant from the Holy 
Spirit.  Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public 
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disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly.  But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take 
Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will bear a son, 
and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”  All this took place 
to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
 “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son, 
    and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 
which means, “God is with us.”  When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the 
Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife 25 but had no marital relations with her until she 
had given birth to a son, and he named him Jesus. 
 
Friends, listen. God is still speaking.  
Thanks be to God!  
 
MORNING MESSAGE  

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner  
 
SUNG RESPONSE                                 Joseph’s Song                                        Michael Card 

Brandon Mowry, vocalist  
 

At this time, you may text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 
or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com to be included in this morning’s prayers and during 

the Called to Care prayer time on Wednesday. 
 

THE MORNING PRAYERS AND OUR SAVIOR’S PRAYER  
You are invited to pray in your preferred language or tradition. 

 

Our Creator who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  

Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

 
SUNG PRAYER RESPONSE   O Come, O Come Emmanuel  

 

O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer,  
our spirits by your advent here; 

Love stir within the womb of night,  
and death’s own shadows put to flight.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to you, O Israel. 

 
INVITATION TO GIVE, SERVE, BELONG 
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*CLOSING HYMN                    O How Shall I Receive You         
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*THE SENDING FORTH 
    One: As you leave this place, may you go knowing that 

from generation to generation, 
we have been claimed and loved. 
From generation to generation, 
God has been by our side. 
From generation to generation, 
we are not alone. 
The God of yesterday and the God of tomorrow 
knows you by name, loves you, and calls you forth, 
saying, “Go be the person you are called to be, 
love wildly, do justice, and come back soon.” 
Amen. 

 

Please be seated for the postlude. 
 

POSTLUDE                                                   
Following the service, please join us in the Fellowship Hall for our Connection Café.  

Come, enjoy some refreshments as well as the chance to connect with others.   
  Visitors, please join us as well! 

 
 
 

A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 
 

If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we 
have found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice 
seeking a place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, 
we invite you into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please 
contact Pastor Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to 
places around the country and around the world, as well as folks who are actively involved in 
the church who have never set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and 
beliefs as a progressive, open-minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation. Whether an 
expat or “vurcher” (one who attends church virtually each week), please join us each Sunday for 
worship and for other programs and educational experiences online throughout the week.  
 

No matter who you are or where you are in this world, you are welcome here. 
 

STAY IN TOUCH 
Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and 
friends, filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general 
church business. If you would like to be included, contact Elena at ElenaK@gablesucc.org 

 

 
OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store 
or Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 
church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. 
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FOOD PANTRY 
Your donations of food go a long way in helping the hungry of our community. Please drop off 
your bags of groceries at the church or you may also donate financially at gablesucc.org/give. 
Under the fund column, select “Food Pantry.” We also LOVE getting boxes from Amazon or 
other places filled with canned goods. 
 

FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 
Creative, Artistic, and Unique Gifts for the Holidays 

Open TODAY until 2:00 p.m.; Wednesday - Saturday from 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Shop in support of our justice ministry. Each of your purchases helps artisans in developing 
countries build strong, local economies. These skilled workers are paid fair-living wages while 
crafting sustainable products that do not harm the environment. No child labor is used. Come, 
check out the beautiful and interesting hand-crafted items, clothing, and jewelry. 

Located outside Fellowship Hall on Columbus Boulevard. 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Weekly, the Called to Care Team receives prayer requests from     church family and friends. 
Each Wednesday at 12:30 p.m., they gather in prayer over Zoom to lift up these prayer requests, 
to pray for the church, and for the needs of the world. If you have a prayer concern to be prayed 
over by Called to Care, you may text it to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email Carol 
Fifield, the Called to Care coordinator at miamifife@gmail.com. 

 
ANGEL TREE PROJECT  

This year, our Angel Tree will be collecting menstrual and hygiene products for girls in Miami-
Dade County. This fall our youth group started a service project called Project FLO to collect 
pads, shampoo, toothpaste, and more to distribute to girls in need in South Florida.  Choose an 
angel off the tree in Fellowship Hall next Sunday. Please bring all donations to the donation box 
in the Fellowship Hall by next Sunday, December 18. 

 
EXPATS AND VURCHERS GATHERING 

Sunday, December 11 at 12:30 p.m. via Zoom 
Whether you are living across the Pond, on the Gulf of Mexico, in the Carolinas, or the 

hinterlands of the East or West Coast, please join our special fellowship and support group. 
 

We gather from around the world to check in with our Gables UCC members and friends living 
outside of South Florida. Email Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org for the link.  
 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO KNOW: 
HOW DO I BECOME A CHURCH MEMBER? 

 

If you don’t want to check your mind at the church door...  
If you know that God’s love embraces all people, no matter who they are…  

If you want religion with relevancy… 
Then we warmly invite you to help us build the family of Gables UCC. 

If you are interested in “inquiring” about Gables UCC and what it means to be a member of our 
family of faith, join us TODAY, Sunday, December 11 at 12:15 p.m. in the Church Library. 
What a great Christmas present for you to become a member of this beloved community. And 
what a great gift for this congregation, to have you as part of our family.   

mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY  
Monday, December 12 at 7:00 p.m. at Pastor Laurie’s House 

Join us for our annual Christmas Party! 
You bring your knitting or crocheting, and Pastor Laurie will provide the food and drink. 

 
MID-DAY ADVENT DEVOTION 

Each Tuesday in Advent, through December 20 at 12:00 noon on Zoom 
 

 

The Christian year begins not with the trumpets of Easter, the rumbling winds of Pentecost, or 
the carols of Christmas morning. It begins with silence, with the shadows of despair, conflict, 
sorrow, and hate – for it’s there that the God of hope, peace, joy, and love will arrive.  The word 
“Advent” means arrival. It’s the four-week season of waiting and preparing for Jesus to be born, 
watching and listening for God coming into the world, even now. For God is love, and love, as 
e. e. cummings put it, “is the voice under all silences.”   
 

Poetry can help tune our ears and eyes so we can listen, and watch, and wait. Poems can push us 
to think new thoughts and feel new feelings, to hear new songs we might otherwise miss. During 
this Advent Midday Devotional time, we will let scripture and cummings’ poetry be our guides, 
together pointing us toward weekly practices that can help deepen and enrich our sense of the 
season – a perfect way to prepare for the rejoicing of Christmas day.   
 

Our weekly gatherings also include prayer, fellowship, and a song of the season, sung by one of 
our gifted church soloists. All are welcome as we gather on Zoom. Email Pastor Megan at 
MeganS@gablesucc.org for the link. 

 
ADVENT DINNER CHURCH  

Wednesday, December 14 at 6:00 p.m. 
In the Gospel According to Luke, there is a story about Jesus meeting two of his disciples on the 
road to Emmaus, and they did not know him. After walking a whole day together, they stopped 
to eat dinner. As they sat down to dine, Jesus broke a loaf of bread and, in the breaking of the 
bread, the disciples knew it was him! At Dinner Church, we will gather to share a sacred meal 
as the first followers of Jesus did. Simple unaccompanied music will be sung, scripture explored, 
and prayers offered, all in the context of a home-cooked meal. This is an inter-generational event 
so folks of all ages are invited and encouraged to attend. It is limited to 20 folks so register early 
and only once! To register go to gablesucc.org/dinnerchurch.  
 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
SISTERS ON SOJOURN  

Saturday, December 17 at 9:30 a.m. at Pastor Laurie’s home 
 

All women, regardless of age, are invited to join in this relaxed and easy-going group. We are 
women coming together to hear each other’s stories, provide support and encouragement, and to 
occasionally learn something. Join us for our annual Christmas party at Pastor Laurie’s on 
Saturday, December 17. If you wish to be added to the Sisters on Sojourn email list or to receive 
the Zoom link, please email Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.    

 
 

mailto:Laurieh@gablesucc.org
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GARDEN WARRIORS 
Saturday, December 17 at 9:00 a.m. on the church grounds 

If you like to garden, pull weeds, plant flowers or just help make the exterior landscape of our 
historic church beautiful, then join us for a Garden Warriors’ workday. All volunteers will be 
welcomed and appreciated (kids too)!  

 
ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION IN ADVENT  

Sundays, through December 18 at 9:45 a.m. in Havighorst Lounge or on Zoom  
Led by Rev. Toni Macon  

 

Before you say you aren't creative, come and join us to find your creative side just wanting to 
get out! Through TED talks, writings, art, poetry, and other objects, we will carve out some time 
to be present in the midst of the commercialized chaos, to find expressions of hope, peace, love, 
and joy! Crayons, markers, and paper will be supplied for those in Havighorst Lounge. Folks on 
Zoom, bring out your treasures! For those attending on Zoom, please register for the link on the 
church website or by being in touch with Pastor Megan, at MeganS@gablesucc.org 
 

Toni Macon is a retired Reformed Church in America pastor as is her husband, Gary DeWitt. 
Residents in Florida since 2017, Toni has been active in Worship, Adult Spiritual Formation 
classes, and the Women's Christmas Retreat days. 

 
CHRISTMAS CAROLING 

Sunday, December 18 from 1:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Join us as we bring carols and good cheer to our home-bound members and friends. We will 
meet at the church at 1:30 p.m. and travel by the church shuttle bus. Following caroling, we will 
return to the church for some hot chocolate and Christmas cookies. All ages are welcome!  

 
THE LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE 

Wednesday, December 21 at 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel 
'Tis the season to be jolly. But not for some. The holidays can be hard for those whose hearts are 
hurting. We invite you to this service to find comfort and strength from each other and from 
God. It’s called the Longest Night Service as it takes place on the Winter Solstice, the longest 
night of the calendar year. This means that on that day there is less sunlight and more darkness 
than any other day of the year. Each day that will flow from it, though, will have more light. And 
so it is with hope.  Please join us for this gentle service which makes time for remembering and 
for sharing our hurting places with God, while opening our hearts to the hope of this holy season.  
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP 
Sunday, December 25 at 11:00 a.m. (No 9:00 a.m. Worship)  

Jesus is the reason for the season, so take a break from your Christmas morning festivities and 
join your church family for a brief service of lessons and carols to truly remind us what the day 
is all about. Don’t worry about dressing up, bring the kids in their pajamas, wear yours if you 
dare, and let’s celebrate the joy of the day together in this family-friendly service. If you have 
any left-over cookies or unwanted fruitcake, bring them too! Drop them off in the Fellowship 
Hall on your way in and we will do a cookie exchange on the way out!  
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Thank you for your generosity.  Together we can do great things to transform our lives, 

and the community and world around us 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
WORSHIP WITH US EACH SUNDAY  

9:00 a.m. - Chapel Service with Communion  
10:00 a.m.- Spanish Language Worship  

11:00 a.m. - Worship In-Person or Online 
For information about the German Language Worship, please contact 

GermanMinistry@gablesucc.org 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

NEW CHOIR STOLES  
One of the goals for our upcoming 100th anniversary celebration is to create meaningful, 
beautiful, and stunning hand-made stoles for our choir to wear when they are singing. We are 
inviting you to bring in pieces of fabric, lace, old ties, buttons, or any favorite material that may 
have some meaning to you culturally, historically, or just because you like it. As we create these 
stoles, using fabric from our church family, a little bit of all of us in our beautiful diversity will 
be with the choir as they lead us in worship.  If the fabric has special meaning, such as from a 
baptismal gown or wedding gown, maybe from a dress your grandmother wore from her culture, 
or a favorite tie of your father who was your inspiration in faith, let us know the story.    
 

Also, if you are interested in sewing or helping to put these stoles together, let 
Pastor Laurie know at LaurieH@gablesucc.org. You may drop off your fabric at any time at the 
reception desk. Thank you! 

mailto:Laurieh@gablesucc.org?subject=New%20Choir%20Stoles
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 For those attending the fundraiser, please join Pastor Laurie for a pre-theatre gathering of 
light bites and drinks at her home, across from the theatre, from 6:00 p.m. – 6:45 p.m.  You 
purchase your own ticket, see a great show while supporting the church, and enjoy fellowship 
and fun beforehand.  A great way to kick-off 2023. 
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