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CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY SERVICE 

December 24, 2022                                                                                                5:00 p.m.       

 
 

 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 
3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 
 

GATHERING MUSIC                       Christmas Medley 
Dr. Greg Taylor, Parish Musician 

 
THE CHRISTMAS GREETING                                                                          Pastor Laurie  

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us  
online this evening and each Sunday at gablesucc.org/live 

 

Please use your smartphone to check in on Facebook;  
let your family and friends know that you are at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 

 
THE RINGING OF THE BELLS      Away in a Manger                                    Arr. Lohr 

Youth Bell Choir, Seth Patterson, Director 
 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 
Hope, Peace, Joy, Love 

  
GATHER US IN                                             Pastor Megan   
This night is like no other night. It is a time to dream and sing our way to Bethlehem. The 
children will show us how to go. The little town we seek sits in the hill country some ten miles 
south of Jerusalem. For thousands of years, the houses have huddled there on the hilltop. 
“Bethlehem” means “House of Bread.” All is still and quiet in the little town.    
 
*CHRISTMAS CAROL              O Little Town of Bethlehem 

Please stand as you are able for the carol  
  

 O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!  
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.  

Yet in thy dark streets shineth, the everlasting light;  
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight  

~You may be seated~ 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
http://gablesucc.org/live
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APPROACHING BETHLEHEM 
As night gathers, the last two travelers come slowly up the road with their donkey. Look, there 
is a young woman about to be a mother. She is walking with her husband. They are Joseph 
and Mary from Nazareth! They have walked for six days to come to this place where David 
the King was born so long ago. They have come, like so many others, because the Roman 
emperor wants to count each one, so he can take their money as a tax. But it is late, and Mary 
is weary. 

 
THE RINGING OF THE BELLS      Let Us Adore Him           Arr. Sherman 

Youth Bell Choir, Seth Patterson, Director 
 

OUR PRAYER                                                                                                         Pastor Aaron  
Loving God of children, parents, and families, on this Christmas Eve we wonder, where will 
Joseph and Mary sleep tonight? Where will Mary’s child be born? There is no hospital in 
Bethlehem and the city is so overcrowded. As we hear the Bible story again, help us to make a 
space in our hearts and our busy lives for the baby Jesus, that we may share in the special love 
he brings to all. Amen. 

 
*CHRISTMAS CAROL                     Away in a Manger  

Please stand as you are able for the carol 
  

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed 
The little Lord Jesus, lay down his sweet head. 

The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay 
The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay. 

 
~You may be seated ~ 

 
THE GATHERING OF OUR GIFTS OF LOVE                               Pastor Megan  

       Offertory Music                           When We’re Together                       
Alexandra Woods & Ashley Levin, vocalists 

 
OUR SAVIOR’S PRAYER                              Pastor Aaron 

Our Creator, who art in heaven,  
Hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  

Amen.  



4 
 

CHRISTMAS MUSICAL ~ THE HOTEL BETHLEHEM 
                       Children’s Choir, Alexandra Woods, Director 

  
Welcome to Hotel Bethlehem 

 

Miracles 
 

Sorry 
 

Following a Star Named Jesus 
 

Jesus, What a Wonderful Child 
  
LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE                                                           

Pastor Megan: 
Tonight, we celebrate the birth of the baby Jesus, who came to us from the heart of God. 

 
Pastor Aaron: 

We celebrate God entering into our lives, to bring love and light to all the world. 
 

Pastor Laurie: 
We now light the fifth and final candle, the Christ Candle, a birthday candle for Jesus. 

   
 Our ushers will pass out glowsticks to everyone to wave during our closing Christmas carol 

 
*CHRISTMAS CAROL                          Silent Night  

On the second verse, please raise your glow stick in the air  
   

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright, round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy infant so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight. Glories stream from heaven afar, 

 Heavenly hosts sing alleluia; Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born. 
 

*CHRISTMAS GREETING    
You are invited to say Merry Christmas as a blessing to those around you! 

 
*POSTLUDE             Linus and Lucy                           Guaraldi   
 

Following the service, EVERYONE is invited to join us outside in the courtyard  
to enjoy our Nativity scene and live animals.  

Also, a Christmas cookie reception will be in the Fellowship Hall. 
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PARTICIPATING IN THIS EVENING’S SERVICE:  
The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Minister  

The Rev. Megan Smith, Associate Minister  
The Rev. Aaron Lauer, Associate Minister for Emerging Generations 

Dr. Greg Taylor, Parish Musician 
Alexandra Woods, Children’s Choir Director  

Seth Patterson, Youth Bell Choir Director  
Ashley Levin & Alexandra Woods, Vocalists  

Seth Woods, Percussion 
 

THANK YOU TO OUR CHOIRS:   
 

THE CHILDREN’S CHOIR  
 

Charlie Anderson 
Ben Buaquina 
Nico Buaquina 
Ruth Dadurka 
Rachel Henrys 

Kennedy Kohanek-D’Elia 
Preston Kohanek-D’Elia 

Jason McDaniel 
Emery McKay 

Alyssa Nieveen-Guevara 

Ariana Nieveen-Guevara 
Olivia Ortega 
Ella Qureshi 

Zaya Rodriguez 
Journey Viggiano 

Owen Woods 
Corey Zakharia 

Jasmine Zakharia 
Sabrina Zakharia 

 
THE YOUTH BELL CHOIR 

Coleen Atkins 
Reese Atkins 
Sloan Atkins 
James Hall 

 

Eric Hall 
Matthew Patterson 

Jose Mendez 
Joe Scott 

 

OUR NATIVITY FAMILY  
Benjamin and Ava Santiago  

 
SPECIAL THANKS  

A very special thank you to Margie Bauer who created the front page of the bulletin. Margie, a 
church member, is a scientific illustrator, zentangler, and fabric artist. For more information, 

please visit www.TropicalBotanicArtists.com, contact her directly at 
Margie@TropicalBotanicArt.com, and follow her at Natures Art by Margie. 

http://www.tropicalbotanicartists.com/
mailto:Margie@TropicalBotanicArt.com
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A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 
If you are visiting with us for the first time this evening, we welcome you. We are grateful we 
have found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice 
seeking a place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, 
we invite you into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please 
contact Pastor Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  
 

No matter who you are or where you are in this world, you are welcome here. 

 
TOMORROW: CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP 

Sunday, December 25 at 11:00 a.m. (No 9:00 a.m. Worship)  
Jesus is the reason for the season, so take a break from your Christmas morning festivities and 
join your church family for a brief service of lessons and carols to truly remind us what the day 
is all about. Don’t worry about dressing up, bring the kids in their pajamas, wear yours if you 
dare, and let’s celebrate the joy of the day together in this family-friendly service. If you have 
any left-over cookies or unwanted fruitcake, bring them too! Drop them off in the Fellowship 
Hall on your way in and we will do a cookie exchange on the way out!  
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STAY IN TOUCH 
Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and 
friends, filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general 
church business. If you would like to be included, contact Elena at ElenaK@gablesucc.org 

 
OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store 
or Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 
church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. 

 
FOOD PANTRY 

Your donations of food go a long way in helping the hungry of our community. Please drop off 
your bags of groceries at the church, or you may also donate financially at gablesucc.org/give. 
Under the fund column, select “Food Pantry.” We also LOVE getting boxes from Amazon or 
other places filled with canned goods. 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Weekly, the Called to Care Team receives prayer requests from     church family and friends. 
Each Wednesday at 12:30 p.m., they gather in prayer over Zoom to lift up these prayer requests, 
to pray for the church, and for the needs of the world. If you have a prayer concern to be prayed 
over by Called to Care, you may text it to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email Carol 
Fifield, the Called to Care coordinator at miamifife@gmail.com. 
 

WORSHIP WITH US EACH SUNDAY  
9:00 a.m. - Chapel Service with Communion  

10:00 a.m.- Spanish Language Worship  
11:00 a.m. - Worship In-Person or Online 

For information about the German Language Worship,  
please contact GermanMinistry@gablesucc.org 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

NEW YEARS WORSHIP  
Sunday, January 1 at 11:00 a.m. (No 9:00 a.m. Worship)  

It’s always hard to believe another year has passed. As we look back on the year that was, we 
know there have been triumphs and defeats, there have been times of laughter and times of tears. 
Now we set our sights on a fresh New Year, filled with possibilities and hopes, with dreams and 
fresh beginnings. Let’s start 2023 together in worship, singing songs of faith, hearing God’s 
words of promise, offering prayers of thanksgiving and sharing together in holy communion.   

 
PARENT AND PASTOR CONNECTION 
Thursday, January 5 at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom  

Join Pastor Megan and other parents as we gather to share a prayer, collective wisdom, parental 
struggles, and a word of inspiration. All parents are welcome to register for this monthly 
gathering via Zoom. For the link, please be in touch with Pastor Megan at 
MeganS@gablesucc.org. 
 

mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
mailto:GermanMinistry@gablesucc.org
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FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 
Creative, Artistic, and Unique Gifts  

Shop in support of our justice ministry. Each of your purchases helps artisans in developing 
countries build strong, local economies. These skilled workers are paid fair-living wages while 
crafting sustainable products that do not harm the environment. No child labor is used. Come, 
check out the beautiful and interesting hand-crafted items, clothing, and jewelry. 

Located outside Fellowship Hall on Columbus Boulevard. 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

HUNGER VIGIL AND THE FESTIVAL OF THE FLEA 
Saturday, January 14 beginning at 9:00 a.m.  

For the 15th year, Pastor Laurie will go into the church tower as part of our Martin Luther King, 
Jr. birthday weekend commemoration. This year, after many years of the goal being five tons, 
she will stay in the tower until six tons (or 12,000 pounds) of food is raised for the hungry of our 
community. Food scarcity continues to be a challenging problem for many here in South Florida. 
Recent statistics show that 20.1% of all children under the age of 18 in Miami-Dade County 
experience food insecurity at some point during the year. This year, the challenge to get Pastor 
Laurie down from the tower is even more imperative as she has a wedding to officiate at 4:00 
p.m.! The brides are counting on her, and she is counting on all of you to get her down as quickly 
as possible! You may bring in food donations or give financially at gablesucc.org/mlk. $1=1 lb. 
 
Also, as part of our Hunger Vigil, we are celebrating the Festival of the Flea. It’s a flea market 
with a twist. For $25 (which goes to our food pantry), you can have a table on the Green to sell 
any items you wish. Rent a table on Sundays after worship in Fellowship Hall or on our website 
at gablesucc.org/flea.  

 
SUNDAY MORNING ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

Sundays, January 8-29 at 9:45 a.m. in Havighorst Lounge and Zoom 
In Pope Francis' book Fratelli Tutti: On Fraternity and Social Friendship, the Pope explores the 
importance of human solidarity and lovingkindness. The book calls on us to foster a genuine 
love for all and reaffirm the dignity of every human being. To affirm that we are all children of 
God.  Join us on four Sundays in January to spend some time discussing this fascinating book! 
The book is available on Amazon. Please read the first two chapters before January 8. 
 

EPIPHANY SUNDAY 
Sunday, January 8 beginning with the 11:00 a.m. service 

After a glorious Christmas Season, we begin a new season: Epiphany. Many of us were 
introduced to Epiphany through the familiar story of Three Wise Men bearing gifts as they 
followed the Great Star by night. In some cultures, Epiphany is known as the Day of the Kings 
(Dia de los Reyes). It is also known as Twelfth Day or Twelfth Night, reflecting an old custom 
of giving a gift for the twelve days after Christmas. There will be an appearance by the Wise 
Ones, gifts for the children, and a special Epiphany party with a piñata following worship. This 
is an event for the whole family.  
 

 

https://gablesucc.org/mlk
https://gablesucc.org/flea
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  
Sunday, Janaury 15 at 12:15 p.m. in the Church Library  

We gather to create beautiful prayer shawls to share with members of our church family who are 
ill or starting a new era in their lives. You do not have to know how to knit or crochet – someone 
will teach you. If you are looking for a ministry of prayer and care for others, this may be it. 
Come and help wrap someone in God’s love by creating a beautiful prayer shawl.     

 
LUNCHTIME BIBLE STUDY  

Tuesday, January 17 at 12:00 p.m. on Zoom  
Join one of our pastors for a time of fellowship and discussion on a specific Bible passage of 
their choosing. Find out why they chose that particular passage as you take an in-depth look at 
the verses with them. Contact Pastor Lisa for the Zoom link at LisaL@gablesucc.org.  
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

INTENTIONAL EATING 
Sunday, January 8 at 12:15 pm Havighorst and Zoom 

Eating… it’s something we all like to do. But, why do we eat what we eat? On January 8, the 
Green Christians will host a Food for The Soul on “Intentional Eating.” Noel Cleland will lead 
the conversation about our food choices and the implications those choices have on the world 
around us. Please join us after worship either in person or on Zoom.  

 
INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO KNOW: 

HOW DO I BECOME A CHURCH MEMBER? 
If you don’t want to check your mind at the church door...  

If you want religion with relevancy… 
Then we warmly invite you to help us build the family of Gables UCC. 

 

If you are interested in “inquiring” about Gables UCC and what it means to be a member of our 
family of faith, please be in touch with Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org or 
305.448.7421. Our next Inquirer’s Gathering is on Sunday, January 8 at 12:15 p.m. in the 
Church Library. Join us over some lunch to learn more about the church, what we stand for, 
witness to, believe, and value. What a great way to begin 2023 by making a commitment to this 
beloved community.  

 
SISTERS ON SOJOURN (SOS) 

Saturday, Janaury 21 at 9:30 a.m. at Pastor Laurie’s Home 
The annual Christmas Party Extravaganza was cancelled in December, but we are joyous party 
people year-round. So, keep your holiday sweaters and Santa hats out because you will need 
them on Saturday, January 21 at 9:30 a.m. for breakfast and festivities at the home of Pastor 
Laurie. SOS is an informal, fun, and relaxed group for women of all ages. If you wish to be 
added to the SOS email list please email Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.    
 

ORGAN DEDICATION AND RECITAL   
Sunday, January 29 at 11:00 a.m. worship  

Join us for the first event of our 100th anniversary year-long celebration as we dedicate and hear 
in concert our new Allen RL-90 organ, with 92 stops and four manuals. This blessed donation 
has been given in honor of long-time church members Alan and Mary Cross by their children.  

mailto:LisaL@gablesucc.org
mailto:Laurieh@gablesucc.org
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For those attending the fundraiser, please join Pastor Laurie for a pre-theatre gathering of light bites and drinks 
at her home, across from the theatre, from 6:00 p.m. – 6:45 p.m.  You purchase your own ticket, see a great 
show while supporting the church, and enjoy fun and fellowship beforehand. Please let Pastor Laurie know 
you are attending at LaurieH@gablesucc.org. 

mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
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