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WELCOME! 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 

ALL are welcome to this time and place of worship. 

Know that in this space you are welcome as you are and for who you are. 

As followers of Christ, we are compelled by the Gospel to seek reconciliation and wholeness  

in a world that is all too often an unloving place.  

Therefore, whether you are gay, straight, or in-between;  

whatever your country of origin or ancestry;  

whether you are a believer, a doubter or a seeker;  

in Christ’s love, we welcome you, so that by the power 

of the Holy Spirit we can work together to  

usher in God’s Reign of justice, peace, and mercy. 

 

Nursery and pre-school care are available during worship if you wish. 

 

God is calling you today, but probably not on your cell phone. 

Please remember to put it on vibrate. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 

    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 

 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 

3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 

CCLI License # 11282912 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
November 13, 2022                 Our faith is over 2000 years old;                                11:00 a.m. 

Our thinking is not. 

 

COMMITMENT SUNDAY  

If you are proud of this church, become its advocate. 

If you are concerned for its future, share its message. 

If its values resonate deep within you, give it a measure of your devotion. 

This church cannot survive without your faith, your confidence,  

your enthusiasm, your generosity. Its destiny, the larger hope, rests in your hands. 
 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                         Piano Selections                                 Dr. Greg Taylor 

                                               
THE WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS               The Rev Aaron Lauer  

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation.    
 

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are  

joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 
 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 

each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter. 
 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 

walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434 

or go to our church app. You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.  

For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are at the front doors. 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                           The Rev. Lisa LeSueur                                                             

One: Worship means to consider that which has worth—today we consider, with 

gratitude, the many gifts of this community— 

    Many: The opportunity to be affirmed in who we are.  

The chance to stand up together to help remake the world in justice. 

The space to expand one’s own spirit.  

The reminder to see our world through the lens of love. 

One: So this morning let’s welcome all of these gifts with gratitude—for they have 

been paid for with many currencies. 

Many: The sweat of those who persisted in justice’s name. 

The tears of those who struggled to build better lives for others. 

The questions of our children as they understand the world anew.   

The laughter and joy of those giddy with the embrace of community. 

The dollars and cents of those who gave what they could—and then  

stretched a little more to support what they believe. 

One: So today we consider with gratitude and humility what it means to pay forward 

what has been paid forward for us. 

    Many: With all of this, let us enter into worship with joy in our hearts. 

http://gablesucc.org/live


4 
 

*OPENING HYMN                God is Here! As We Your People    
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*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST                                     
                      

    One: No matter from where you are worshipping with us today; whether you are 

present here in this space or with us online; no matter the concerns, worries, or 

joys that you bring; no matter your background or social status; your race, 

culture, faith tradition, or sexual orientation, we offer to you the peace of Christ.  

Peace be with you! And also with you.   

    If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, bow, hand over the heart, smile, or nod to others. 

If you are gathered with others at home, share words of peace with one another. 

 If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  

Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace with them.  

 

SUNG INTERLUDE                                                                                                   from Taizé                     

Bless the Lord, my soul and bless God’s holy name; 

Bless the Lord, my soul who leads me into life. 
 

TESTIMONY                                                                                                 Gables UCC Youth  

We invite folks to witness to the transformative, meaningful, or inspirational part this church 

has played in their life or to an experience that has meant something to them through a program 

or organization that is supported by Gables UCC. Please know that your financial support of 

the church does great things not only within these walls but far beyond into the larger world.  If 

you wish to give online this morning, please go to gablesucc.org/give. 

 

THE GIFT OF MUSIC     I'm Gonna Live So God Can Use Me              David and Allen Pote 

The Chancel Choir  
 

I'm gonna live so God can use me, anywhere, Lord, anytime. 
 

I'm gonna work so God can use me, anywhere, Lord, anytime. 
 

I’m gonna pray so God can use me, anywhere, Lord, anytime. 
 

I'm gonna sing so God can use me, anywhere, Lord, anytime. 
 

Use me, Lord, use me, Lord. 

I'm gonna live so God can use me. 

I'm gonna live so God can use me, anywhere, Lord anytime. 

 

THE GOSPEL LESSON                        Matthew 13:1-8 

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered 

around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach.  

And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow.  And as 

he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up.  Other seeds fell on 

rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had 

no depth of soil.  But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they 

withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other 

seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 
 

Friends, listen. God is still speaking.  

Thanks be to God!  

http://gablesucc.org/give
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MORNING MESSAGE  
The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner  

 

SUNG RESPONSE FOR CHOIR AND CONGREGATION                 

                                                          With Hearts and Hands                                      John Rutter 
 

Choir:  

For all the blessings you have granted us, Lord, give us thankful hearts, we pray: 

For life and health and happiness, and for the gift of each new day; 

 

For all the blessings you have granted us, Lord, give us thankful hearts, we pray; 

For life and health and happiness, and for the gift of each new day; 

For all our families and loved ones, the friends we meet along our way. 

We thank you, Lord, they are your gifts; 

Lord we praise you; Lord we bless you, in your service, let us all your love repay. 

 

Look all around you: you'll see a miracle of two; 

Every valley, hill, and mountain is calling to you. 

 

For all the wonders of creation, a world whose marvels we behold: 

where winter turns to spring again; the hanging scenes of life unfold. 

But there is one who never changes: through eternity the same: 

Be with us, Lord, for evermore: Alleluia, Alleluia, 

Alleluia, Lord, we praise your Holy Name. 

 

Congregation joins the choir in singing: 

Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands and voices, 

Who wondrous things hath done, in whom this world rejoices; 

Who from our mother's arms, hath blessed us on our way, 

with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. Amen! Amen! 

 

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND PLEDGES 

 You are invited to come forward and place your pledge card, thank-you, 

 and/or your morning offering, in the basket on the communion table. 

If you wish to remain seated, an usher will receive your gift. 

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC                              Thankful                                                 Josh Groban                             

J’Von Brown, vocalist  

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

    One: For the soil on which this community of faith is planted –  

sanctuary and sermon, music and mission, practices of hospitality, 

of education, of discernment. 

    Many: We dedicate our gifts to You, O God. 

Continued… 
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    One: For the seeds which each of us plant –our personal hopes and skills,  

the time we share, the experiences from which we offer tenderness,  

our willingness to take responsibility or expose vulnerability. 

    Many: We dedicate our gifts to You, O God. 

    One: For the growth all around us –all the possibilities of next year–the new  

  people who will sit in these pews, the new programs through which we  

  will reach out, the transitions completed and the transitions begun. 

    Many: We dedicate our gifts to You, O God. 
    One: For the nurture of prayer, the grace of scripture, the seeds of forgiveness,  

  the hope of the resurrection promise, the comfort of a single cup of cold  

  water for a child, a stranger or a friend. 

    Many: We dedicate our gifts to You, O God. 

    One: All these gifts we sow wishfully and prayerfully that grace may flow through us 

to all the world. 

    Many: For so many blessings, we give you thanks and praise, 

  and dedicate these gifts to You, O God. 

    ALL: Amen. 

 

*THE DOXOLOGY (Sung)              

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below. 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

*THE SENDING FORTH 

Please be seated for the postlude. 

 

POSTLUDE                                       Nun danket alle Gott                                           J.S. Bach  

Dr. Ron Morgan, organ 
 

Following the service, please join us in the Fellowship Hall for our Connection Café.  

Come, enjoy some refreshments as well as the chance to connect with others.   

  Visitors, we would LOVE to have you join us! 

 

 

A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 
 

If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we 

have found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice 

seeking a place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, 

we invite you into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please 

contact Pastor Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  
 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to 

places around the country and around the world, as well as folks who are actively involved in 

the church who have never set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and 

beliefs as a progressive, open-minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation. Whether an 

expat or “vurcher” (one who attends church virtually each week), please join us each Sunday for 

worship and for other programs and educational experiences online throughout the week.  
 

No matter who you are or where you are in this world, you are welcome here. 
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TODAY AFTER WORSHIP… 
 

EXPATS AND VURCHERS GATHERING 

TODAY, November 13 at 12:30 p.m. via Zoom 

Whether you are living across the Pond, on the Gulf of Mexico, in the Carolinas, or the 

hinterlands of the East or West Coast, please join our special fellowship and support group. 
 

We gather from around the world to check in with our Gables UCC members and friends living 

outside of South Florida. Whether you have been a former member or friend of the church and 

have moved away, or have found a home with us virtually, we invite you to be connected through 

this special group just for you. Email Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org for the link.  

 

YOUTH PRESENTATION ON CIVIL RIGHTS TOUR  

TODAY, November 13 at 12:15 p.m. in Havighorst Lounge or Zoom 

Following worship at 12:15 p.m., our high school youth will share about their summer trip to the 

historical Civil Rights sites of Montgomery, Alabama. The youth will reflect on the experiences 

they had and the lessons they learned on this important trip. You can join us in person in 

Havighorst Lounge or on Zoom.  
 

------------------------------------------------------ 
 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and 

friends, filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general 

church business. If you would like to be included, contact Elena at ElenaK@gablesucc.org 

 

OUR CHURCH APP 
For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store 

or Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 

church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff.. 
 

LOTUS HOUSE 
Our Sunday School children are supporting Lotus House Homeless Shelter. In November, we 

are collecting full-size toothpaste and toothbrushes. Donations can be left at reception.   

 

FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 

Open TODAY until 2:00 p.m.;  Wednesday - Saturday from 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Shop in support of our justice ministry. Each of your purchases helps artisans in developing 

countries build strong, local economies. These skilled workers are paid fair-living wages while 

crafting sustainable products that do not harm the environment. No child labor is used. Come, 

check out the beautiful and interesting hand-crafted items, clothing, and jewelry. 

 

FOOD PANTRY 

Your donations of food go a long way in helping the hungry of our community. Please drop off 

your bags of groceries at the church or you may also donate financially at gablesucc.org/give. 

Under the fund column, select “Food Pantry.” We also LOVE getting boxes from Amazon or 

other places filled with canned goods. 

 

mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
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COMMUNITY ARTS PROGRAM ON THE RADIO  

Monday, November 14 at 7:00 p.m.  

Young voices have a lot to say through their music! Our Community Arts Program (CAP) is 

dedicated to the long-term mentorship of all children and youth, no matter what their 

circumstance or ability. In all, CAP Students’ creativity is amplified with opportunities that 

include writing original compositions and discovering more deeply the influences of standards.  
  

Tomorrow evening at 7:00 p.m., tune in to Miami's WDNA radio at 88.9 FM or WDNA.org. 

Hear CAP students from the CAP ALL-STAR Jazz Ensemble and CAP Creative Strings, with 

CAP Teaching Artists and Mentors from among Miami’s finest musicians. It’s an hour of great 

listening and discovery – exciting debuts of student compositions, jazz standards, sweet band 

music, and tango! See more about the Community Arts Program (CAP)—including all CAP 

Performing Ensembles and CAP Saturday Music Classes—at CommunityArtsProgram.org.  

  

PRAYER REQUESTS    

Weekly, the Called to Care Team receives prayer requests from     church family and friends. 

Each Wednesday at 12:30 p.m., they gather in prayer over Zoom to lift up these prayer requests, 

to pray for the church, and for the needs of the world. If you have a prayer concern to be prayed 

over by Called to Care, you may text it to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email Carol 

Fifield at miamifife@gmail.com. 

 

WALKING GROUP 

Wednesdays, through November 16 from 6:00 p.m. – 7:15 p.m.  
 

Join Pastor Megan for a weekly walk around the Granada Golf Course and back, approximately 

four miles. We will meet outside our church’s Fair Trade shop and leave the church together.   
 

GREEN CHRISTIANS  

Green Christians Meeting with Rev. Brooks Berndt  

Thursday, November 17 at 4:00 p.m. on Zoom  
 

At the beginning of this year, Gables UCC invited Rev. Brooks Berndt to speak about his book 

Cathedral on Fire and how to become a Creation Justice Church. Now, after our congregation's 

vote on the Creation Justice covenant, we would like to get more suggestions from him and 

discuss further ideas of how to serve as a Creation Justice Church and how to get connected with 

other churches which focus on environmental justice.  

 

All Gables UCC members and friends are invited to join Rev. Berndt and the Green Christians 

on November 17, 2022, at 4:00 p.m.  via Zoom for this conversation. This is a great opportunity 

to learn more about how creation justice can be reflected in all the dimensions of our 

congregation’s life.  Register on our church website to receive the Zoom link.  

  

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  

Sunday, November 20 at 12:15 p.m. in the Church Library  

We gather to create beautiful prayer shawls to share with members of our church family who are 

ill or starting a new era in their lives. You do not have to know how to knit or crochet – someone 

will teach you. If you are looking for a ministry of prayer and care for others, this may be it. 

Come and help wrap someone in God’s love by creating a beautiful prayer shawl.     

 

https://wdna.org/
https://communityartsprogram.org/
mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
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SISTERS ON SOJOURN  

Saturday, November 19 at 9:30 a.m. in Catalonia Guest House  
 

All women, regardless of age, are invited to join in this relaxed and easy-going group. We are 

women coming together to hear each other’s stories, provide support and encouragement, and to 

occasionally learn something. This month, some of our long-time sisters from the local Muslim 

community will join us and share what it means to be a practicing Muslim woman in today’s 

world.  It’s always awesome to share questions, concerns, fellowship, and conversation together.  
 

So, put on a pair of jeans and your favorite sweatshirt and join us at church for a little breakfast 

and the chance to be with in solidarity and fellowship with a great group of women. If you wish 

to be added to the Sisters on Sojourn email list for announcements about upcoming meetings, 

please email Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.    
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THANKSGIVING FELLOWSHIP LUNCH  

November 22 at 12:00 noon in the Chapel  

Join us for a special catered Thanksgiving luncheon with all the fixings including turkey, 

stuffing, sweet potatoes, cranberry sauce and of course, pie! The luncheon will include 

entertainment, as well as games, prizes, and a holiday sing-a-long. This is sure to get you in the 

Thanksgiving spirit. The cost for the meal and entertainment is only $15. There is also pick-up 

service if you need a ride to the church. Just let Pastor Laurie know. You may make reservations 

and pay for your ticket after church in Fellowship Hall or at gablesucc.org/lunch. 

 

HANGING OF THE GREENS 

Tuesday, November 22 beginning at 4:30 p.m.   

Help us decorate the church for Advent and Christmas. Come when you can. All are welcome! 

  

THANKSGIVING VOLUNTEERING EXTRAVAGANZA 

Thursday, November 24 

Meal Making 8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall   

Hygiene Kits 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. on Columbus Blvd.   
 

Spend Thanksgiving morning serving those in need. This year, we are partnering with First 

United Methodist of Miami and Branches to make take-home meals of turkey, mashed potatoes, 

and more for those around Miami, in addition to bag lunches and hygiene kits. If you are 

interested in being a team leader, contact Pastor Aaron at AaronL@gablesucc.org. To register to 

volunteer go to gablesucc.org/thanksgiving. 

mailto:Laurieh@gablesucc.org
mailto:AaronL@gablesucc.org
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GABLES CONGREGATIONAL UCC STAFF DIRECTORY 

CORAL GABLES CONGREGATIONAL UCC STAFF DIRECTORY 

305.448.7421 (Extensions listed below) 
 

Ministers 

All Members of the Church 

 

Pastoral Staff 

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor                      LaurieH@gablesucc.org  ext. 116 

The Rev. Megan Smith, Associate Pastor                             MeganS@gablesucc.org ext. 119 

The Rev. Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor                               AaronL@gablesucc.org ext. 117 

 

Program Staff 

The Rev. Lisa LeSueur, Assistant Pastor for Congregational and Staff Care  

                                                                                                  LisaL@gablesucc.org  ext. 150      

Mark Hart, Exec. Dir. of the Community Arts Program        MarkH@gablesucc.org  ext. 120 

The Rev. Mairolet Vega, Spanish Worship                                      Mairoletvega@gmail.com  

Dr. Ronald Morgan, Director of Music Ministries                    RonM@gablesucc.org  ext.121 

German Worship Information                                                GermanMinistry@gablesucc.org 

Brooke Bagnall-Koger, Director of Early Childhood Center              

                                                                                                BrookeB@gablesucc.org ext.315                  

    To contact Early Childhood Center, please call:                                              305.444.9792 

 

Support Staff 
Mariana Broadmeadow, Life Events Coordinator                MarianaB@gablesucc.org ext.114 

Anthony Cabrera, Minister of Liturgical Arts                                            Cabreraa25@att.net 

Kris Coney, Sound Technician                                                                  info@gablesucc.org 

Allen Feldman, Pew Organizer                                           

Elena Korallis, Communications Director                                ElenaK@gablesucc.org ext.113 

Seth Patterson, Youth Bell Choir Director                                             smpatter@samford.edu  

Tony Prinzi, Print, Rentals & Reception Coordinator              TonyP@gablesucc.org  ext. 100 

Dennis Rodrigues CPA, Business Manager                DennisR@gablesucc.org ext.130 

Geneviève Savain, Executive Assistant to the Pastor        GenevieveS@gablesucc.org ext.153                                                  

Dr. Gregory Taylor, Parish Musician                                                       Gregpiano1@aol.com 

Alexandra Woods, Children‘s Choir Director                              Awoods@cushmanschool.org 

 

Maintenance and Custodial Team 
Rene Dominguez (Lead Custodian) 

Carlos Barrios, Rosario Noriega, Eddie Oviedo 

 

               
 

      WE ARE OUT OF THE BOX PEOPLE 

 
 

 

mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
mailto:MeganS@gablesucc.org
mailto:AaronL@gablesucc.org
mailto:LisaL@gablesucc.org
mailto:MarkH@gablesucc.org
mailto:RonM@gablesucc.org
mailto:GermanMinistry@gablesucc.org
mailto:BrookeB@gablesucc.org
mailto:MarianaB@gablesucc.org
mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
mailto:smpatter@samford.edu
mailto:TonyP@gablesucc.org
mailto:DennisR@gablesucc.org
mailto:Gregpiano1@aol.com
mailto:Awoods@cushmanschool.org
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