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WELCOME 

Know that in this space you are welcome as you are, for who you are. 

Together we celebrate all of God’s children – young, old and in-between;  

male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight and in-between;  

the assured, the doubting, and the in-between;  

the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between;  

the foolish, the wise, and the in-between. 

 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 

    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 

 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 

3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 

CCLI License # 11282912 

http://www.gablesucc.org/


3 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
October 30, 2022                   Our faith is over 2000 years old;                                 11:00 a.m. 

Our thinking is not. 

 

 

 

 

REFORMATION SUNDAY  

Reformation, like education, is a journey, not a destination. 

                                                                                       ~Mother Jones 

 

Indicates all who are able may stand 
 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                                                                             

Dr. Ron Morgan, piano 

 

THE WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation.    
 

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are  

joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 
 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 

each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter. 
 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 

walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434 

or go to our church app. You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.  

For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are at the front doors. 
 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                          
    One: Sometimes we feel too small and insignificant to be of any notice to Jesus. 

    Many:  Yet we are given a tree for us to climb so we can see Jesus. 

    One:  That tree is faithfulness, compassion, love, hope, and joy. 

    Many:  We are given the opportunity to witness to the Savior’s presence in 

our lives. 

    One: Gracious God, help us when we forget how much we are loved. 

    Many Open our hearts to receive Jesus’ invitation this day. AMEN. 

  

 

Please remain standing for the opening hymn. 

 

 

http://gablesucc.org/live
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*OPENING HYMN               A Mighty Fortress is Our God                               Martin Luther  
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*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST                                     
                      

    One: No matter from where you are worshipping with us today; no matter the 

concerns, worries, or joys that you bring; no matter your background or social 

status; your race, culture, faith tradition, or sexual orientation, we offer to you the 

peace of Christ. Peace be with you!  

    Many:       And also with you.   

    If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, bow, hand over the heart, smile, or nod to others. 

If you are gathered with others at home, share words of peace with one another. 

 If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  

Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace with them.  

 

SUNG INTERLUDE                                                                                                   from Taizé                     

Bless the Lord, my soul and bless God’s holy name; 

Bless the Lord, my soul who leads me into life. 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

Bryan Hernandez 

 

THE INVITATION  

THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT AND THE CHURCH'S COVENANT     

PRAYER OF BAPTISM 

THE ACT OF BAPTISM  

BLESSING  

TESTIMONY                                                                                                    Bryan Hernandez 

We invite folks to witness to the transformative, meaningful, or inspirational part this church 

has played in their life or to an experience that has meant something to them through a program 

or organization that is supported by Gables UCC. Please know that your financial support of 

the church does great things not only within these walls but far beyond into the larger world.  If 

you wish to give online this morning, please go to gablesucc.org/give. 

 

THE GIFT OF MUSIC                       My Hope is Built 

The Vocal Ensemble   

 

THE GOSPEL LESSON                     Luke 19:1-10                      

He entered Jericho and was passing through it. A man was there named Zacchaeus; he 

was a chief tax collector and was rich. He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on 

account of the crowd he could not, because he was short in stature. So he ran ahead and 

climbed a sycamore tree to see him, because he was going to pass that way. When Jesus 

came to the place, he looked up and said to him, ""Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; 

http://gablesucc.org/give
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for I must stay at your house today."" So he hurried down and was happy to welcome 

him. All who saw it began to grumble and said, ""He has gone to be the guest of one 

who is a sinner. Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, ""Look, half of my 

possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I 

will pay back four times as much."" Then Jesus said to him, ""Today salvation has come 

to this house, because he too is a son of Abraham. For the Holy One came to seek out 

and to save the lost."" 
 

Friends, listen. God is still speaking! 

Thanks be to God. 

 

MORNING MESSAGE                     
The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner  

 

CHORAL RESPONSE                     Renew Your Church                         arr. Lloyd Larson 

The Chancel Choir 
 

At this time, you may text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 

or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com to be included in this morning’s prayers and during 

the Called to Care prayer time on Wednesday. 
 

Renew your church, our ministries restore: both to serve and adore. 

Make us again as salt throughout the land, and as light from a stand. 

‘Mid somber shadows of the night, where greed and hatred spread their blight, 

O send us forth with power endued, help us, Lord, be renewed. 
 

Teach us Your Word, reveal its truth divine, on our path let it shine; 

Tell of your works, Your mighty acts of grace, from each page show Your face. 

As You have loved us, sent your Son and our salvation now is won, 

O let our hearts with love be stirred, help us, Lord, know your word. 
 

Teach us to pray, for You are ever near, Your still small voice, Lord, let us hear. 

Our souls are restless till they rest in You, this the goal we pursue. 

Before Your presence keep us still that we may find Your will. 

We’ll seek Your guidance ev’ry day. Lord teach us how to pray. 
 

Teach us to love, with strength of heart and mind, each and all, humankind; 

Break down old walls of prejudice and hate, leave us not to our fate. 

As You have loved and giv’n your life to end hostility and strife. 

O share Your grace from heavn’ above, teach us, Lord, how to love. Amen, Amen! 

 
 

THE MORNING PRAYERS AND SUNG PRAYER RESPONSE  
Great is your faithfulness, O God, Creator, with you no shadow of turning we see; 

You do not change, your compassions they fail not; all of your goodness forever will be.  

Great is your faithfulness! Great is your faithfulness! Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

All I have needed your hand has provided, great is your faithfulness, God, unto me! 
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THE RECEIVING OF NEW MEMBERS 
 

INTRODUCTIONS  
 

COVENANT OF THE NEW MEMBERS  
 

WORDS OF THANKSGIVING  
 

COVENANT AND PROMISES OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 

We welcome you with joy into our community of faith.  We promise that when we walk 

through these doors, we will treat each other like family and as beloved children of God. 

We believe that we are stronger united together than as individuals, so we promise to 

share our support in the work to which we feel called: striving for peace and justice 

among all people, protecting and restoring the integrity of all God’s creation, and 

bringing hope to those most vulnerable. Amen.   

 

WORDS OF WELCOME AND PROCLAMATION                                    

Ann Pierce Stith, Church Moderator   

 

*BENEDICTION                         

     One: For all that God can do within us, 

for all that God can do without us, 

    Many: Thanks be to God! 
 

    One: For all in whom Christ lived before us, 

for all in whom Christ lives beside us, 

    Many: Thanks be to God! 
 

    One: For all the Spirit wants to bring us, 

for where the Spirit wants to send us, 

    Many: Thanks be to God! 
 

    One: The blessing of God, Creator, Word, and Spirit, 

be with you and on your way together, 

now and forever. 

    Many: Amen.  

 

*SUNG BENEDICTION                    Alleluia, Alleluia 

On verse two, you are invited to raise your hands up in glory to God. 
 

Following the sung benediction, please come forward and greet our new members.  

Then everyone is invited to the Fellowship Hall for our Connection Café.  

Enjoy our “Autumnfest” with delicious treats  as well as the chance to connect with others.   

  Visitors, we would LOVE to have you join us! 

 

*POSTLUDE                                     

 

Dr. Ron Morgan, piano  
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A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 
 

If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we 

have found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice 

seeking a place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, 

we invite you into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please 

contact Pastor Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  
 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to 

places around the country and around the world, as well as folks who are actively involved in 

the church who have never set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and 

beliefs as a progressive, open-minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation. Whether an 

expat or “vurcher” (one who attends church virtually each week), please join us each Sunday for 

worship and for other programs and educational experiences online throughout the week.  

No matter who you are or where you are in this world, you are welcome here. 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

TODAY AFTER WORSHIP:  
 

BOOK STUDY 

The Transgender Child by Stephanie Brill and Rachel Pepper  

TODAY, October 30 from 12:15 p.m. - 1:15 p.m. in the Library    
 

Led by Kim Moore, this series is for anyone who cares about or seeks to understand and affirm 

the transgender, gender-expansive, or nonbinary child. Led by Kim Moore. Childcare and 

refreshments are provided.  

                                                           

CALLING ALL TRAVELERS 

TODAY, October 30 at 12:30 p.m. in Havighorst Lounge   
 

Got an itch to go traveling again? So do we! Over the past years we have traveled to Germany 

to study the Reformation and Martin Luther; and in 2020 we traveled to the Middle East and 

Israel and Palestine. In honor of the 100th anniversary of the church, we have plans to visit some 

historic, meaningful, and important places to our church and to our faith. These are both domestic 

and international, so there is something for everyone. Come hear about the plans after worship 

in the library or be in touch with Pastor Laurie. 

 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and 

friends, filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general 

church business. If you would like to be included, contact Elena at ElenaK@gablesucc.org 

 

OUR CHURCH APP 
For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store 

or Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 

church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff.. 
 

LOTUS HOUSE 
Our Sunday School children are supporting Lotus House Homeless Shelter.  In October, we are 

collecting new, full-size body lotion.  Donations can be left at reception.   
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FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 

Open TODAY until 2:00 p.m.;  Wednesday - Saturday from 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Shop in support of our justice ministry. Each of your purchases helps artisans in developing 

countries build strong, local economies. These skilled workers are paid fair-living wages while 

crafting sustainable products that do not harm the environment. No child labor is used. Come, 

check out the beautiful and interesting hand-crafted items, clothing, and jewelry. 

 

PACT MINI-ACTION  

Tuesday, November 1 at 7:00 p.m.  

St. Peter’s Missionary Baptist Church 17901 SW 107th Avenue. Miami 33157 

As active members of PACT (People Acting for Community Together), an interfaith gathering 

of folks wishing to change for the better our community, our congregation is invited to meet with 

State Attorney Katherine Fernandez Rundle with the goal of expanding the utilization of adult 

civil citations for non-vehicular offenses and to reduce arrests fees and fines. For more 

information, please contact Pastor Aaron or Pastor Laurie.     

  

WALKING GROUP 

Wednesdays, through November 16 from 6:00 p.m. – 7:15 p.m.  
 

Join Pastor Megan for a weekly walk around the Granada Golf Course and back, approximately 

four miles. We will meet outside our church’s Fair Trade shop and leave the church together.   

 

PASTOR AND PARENT CONNECTION  

Thursday, November 3 at 7:-00 p.m. on Zoom  

Join Pastor Megan and other parents as we gather to share a prayer, collective wisdom, parental 

struggles, and a word of inspiration. All parents are welcome to register for this monthly 

gathering via Zoom. For the link, please contact Pastor Megan.  

 

BOOK STUDY 

The Heart of the Buddha’s Teaching by Thich Nhat Hanh 

Sundays through November 13 at 9:45 a.m. in the Catalonia Guest House 

Each week, we will have in-depth discussions on how the teachings of Buddhism can enlighten 

our faith and help us grow in compassion and peace. Led by Bryan Hernandez. 

 

ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

One Hundred Years: From Generation to Generation   

Where We Have Been and Where We Are Going   

Sundays, November 6 and 13 at 9:45 a.m. in Havighorst Lounge and Zoom 
 

The celebration of an anniversary reminds us that Christian people living in the midst of the 

world’s history are like Janus of Roman mythology, who looked simultaneously forward and 

backward. Our look back at one hundred years of this congregation’s life gives us courage and 

hope for the next hundred. And while we have certainly been formed and shaped by our history, 

the meaning of that history is determined by the future and where it is leading us.   
 

As we stand on the cusp of our 100th year as a church, let’s take time to reflect on where we have 

been, where we are, and our dreams and hopes for the future.  For two weeks, Pastor Laurie is 

encouraging ALL members and friends of the church to share in conversation, reflection, and a 

time of visioning a future with hope. A light breakfast will be served.  
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NEXT SUNDAY: ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 

On Sunday, November 6, we will commemorate All Saints Day by remembering those loved 

ones we have lost since November 2021. As part of our recognition, candles will be lit for those 

who have passed away over the past 12 months. If you would like to remember a loved one, 

please contact Pastor Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or LaurieH@gablesucc.org by Friday, 

November 4.   

 

GABLES UCC GERMAN MINISTRY  

Lantern Crafting   

Sunday, November 6 from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall  

Join us to make a lantern for the parade. You can preorder a lantern crafting kit at 

gablesucc.org/lantern. Quantities are limited so be sure to order soon!  

 

St. Martin Lantern Parade & Breadmen  

Friday, November 11 at 5:30 p.m. in the Courtyard  

As in the past, we will celebrate St. Martin's Day with songs and lantern parade. Everyone is 

invited! In the spirit of St. Martin, we are requesting that families bring a $10 voluntary donation 

to support our children's programs and our sister German congregations impacted by Hurricane 

Ian. Following the church service and lantern parade, we will enjoy “Stutenkerle” (Breadman). 

Pre-order yours at gablesucc.org/breadman. Breadmen are available by preorder only. Orders 

must be placed by Wednesday, November 9 at 5:00 p.m.  
 

------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS  
 

THANKSGIVING FELLOWSHIP LUNCH WITH LIVE ENTERTAINMENT  

November 22 at 12:00 noon in the Chapel  

Join us for a special catered Thanksgiving luncheon with all the fixings including turkey, 

stuffing, sweet potatoes, cranberry sauce and of course, pie! The luncheon will include 

entertainment, as well as games, prizes, and a holiday sing-a-long. This is sure to get you in the 

Thanksgiving spirit. Cost for the meal and entertainment is only $15. There is also pick-up 

service if you need a ride to the church. Just let Pastor Laurie know. You may make reservations 

and pay for your ticket after church beginning next week or by going to  

 

HANGING OF THE GREENS 

Tuesday, November 22 beginning at 4:30 p.m.   

Help us decorate the church for Advent and Christmas   

Come when you can. All hands welcome! 

  

THANKSGIVING VOLUNTEERING EXTRAVAGANZA 

Thursday, November 24 

Meal Making 8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall   

Hygiene Kits 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. on Columbus Blvd.   
 

Spend Thanksgiving morning serving those in need. This year, we are partnering with First 

United Methodist of Miami and Branches to make take-home meals of turkey, mashed potatoes, 

and more for those around Miami, in addition to bag lunches and hygiene kits. If you are 

interested in being a team leader, contact Pastor Aaron at AaronL@gablesucc.org.  

mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
mailto:AaronL@gablesucc.org
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GABLES CONGREGATIONAL UCC STAFF DIRECTORY 

CORAL GABLES CONGREGATIONAL UCC STAFF DIRECTORY 

305.448.7421 (Extensions listed below) 
 

Ministers 

All Members of the Church 

 

Pastoral Staff 

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor                      LaurieH@gablesucc.org  ext. 116 

The Rev. Megan Smith, Associate Pastor                             MeganS@gablesucc.org ext. 119 

The Rev. Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor                               AaronL@gablesucc.org ext. 117 

 

Program Staff 

German Worship Information                                                GermanMinistry@gablesucc.org 

Mark Hart, Exec. Dir. of the Community Arts Program        MarkH@gablesucc.org  ext. 120 

The Rev. Mairolet Vega, Spanish Worship                                      Mairoletvega@gmail.com  

The Rev. Lisa LeSueur, Assistant Pastor for Congregational and Staff Care       

                                                                                                   LisaL@gablesucc.org  ext. 150 

Dr. Ronald Morgan, Director of Music Ministries                    RonM@gablesucc.org  ext.121 

Brooke Bagnall-Koger, Director of Early Childhood Center              

                                                                                                BrookeB@gablesucc.org ext.315                  

    To contact Early Childhood Center, please call:                                              305.444.9792 

 

Support Staff 
Anthony Cabrera, Minister of Liturgical Arts                                            Cabreraa25@att.net 

Kris Coney, Sound Technician                                                                  info@gablesucc.org 

Allen Feldman, Pew Organizer                                           

Elena Korallis, Communications Director                                ElenaK@gablesucc.org ext.113 

Seth Patterson, Youth Bell Choir Director                                             smpatter@samford.edu  

Tony Prinzi, Print, Rentals & Reception Coordinator              TonyP@gablesucc.org  ext. 100 

Dennis Rodrigues CPA, Business Manager                DennisR@gablesucc.org ext.130 

Mariana Broadmeadow, Life Events Coordinator                MarianaB@gablesucc.org ext.114 

Dr. Gregory Taylor, Parish Musician                                                       Gregpiano1@aol.com 

Alexandra Woods, Children‘s Choir Director                              Awoods@cushmanschool.org 

 

Maintenance and Custodial Team 
Rene Dominguez (Lead Custodian) 

Carlos Barrios, Rosario Noriega, Eddie Oviedo 

 

               
 

      WE ARE OUT OF THE BOX PEOPLE 

 
 

 

 

mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
mailto:MeganS@gablesucc.org
mailto:AaronL@gablesucc.org
mailto:GermanMinistry@gablesucc.org
mailto:MarkH@gablesucc.org
mailto:LisaL@gablesucc.org
mailto:RonM@gablesucc.org
mailto:BrookeB@gablesucc.org
mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
mailto:smpatter@samford.edu
mailto:TonyP@gablesucc.org
mailto:DennisR@gablesucc.org
mailto:MarianaB@gablesucc.org
mailto:Gregpiano1@aol.com
mailto:Awoods@cushmanschool.org
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