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“For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, 
but all who humble themselves will be exalted.” 

Luke 18:14 
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WELCOME 
Know that in this space you are welcome as you are, for who you are. 

Together we celebrate all of God’s children – young, old and in-between;  
male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight and in-between;  

the assured, the doubting, and the in-between;  
the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between;  

the foolish, the wise, and the in-between. 
 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 
    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 
 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 
3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 
CCLI License # 11282912 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
October 23, 2022                    Our faith is over 2000 years old;                                 11:00 a.m. 

Our thinking is not. 
 
 
 

TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  
The grace of God means something like: "Here is your life. You might never have been, but 

you are, because the party wouldn't have been complete without you. Here is the world. 
Beautiful and terrible things will happen. Don't be afraid. I am with you. Nothing can ever 

separate us. It's for you I created the universe. I love you." 
                                                                                                           ~ Frederick Buechner  

 
Indicates all who are able may stand 

 
GATHERING MUSIC                                                                             

Dr. Greg Taylor, piano 
 
THE WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation.    

 

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are  
joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 
each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter. 
 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 
walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434 
or go to our church app. You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.  
For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are at the front doors. 

 
CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP      
                                                                  Live a Humble                                          

The Chancel Choir  
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                          
    One: We come before God as equal in God’s sight. 
    Many: God knows us thoroughly and loves us completely. 
    One:  None of us is perfect and without blemish. 
    Many:  Yet God has called us children and asked us to be compassionate and  

responsible in our caring and witness. 
    One:  We are called to joyful obedience in God’s realm. 
    Many:  Thanks be to God who trusts us and pours abundant love on us.  
 

Please remain standing for the opening hymn. 

http://gablesucc.org/live
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*OPENING HYMN                             Amazing Grace                 
 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound, that saved someone like me; 
I once was lost, but now I'm found, was blind but now I see. 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear and grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear, the hour I first believed. 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares, I have already come; 
This grace that brought me safe thus far and grace will lead me home. 

When we've been here ten thousand years, bright, shining as the sun; 
We've no less days to sing God's praise, than when we first begun. 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound, that saved someone like me; 
I once was lost, but now I'm found, was blind but now I see. 

 
*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE                                                 
    One: There are no strangers in God’s House, just friends we have not yet met. 

Greet your neighbor with Christian love and let them know that you’re glad  
to see them! And to those worshipping online, we are so very glad you are with 
us as well. Peace be with all of you.       

    Many:       And also with you.   
    If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, bow, hand over the heart, smile, or nod to others. 

If you are gathered with others at home, share words of peace with one another. 
 If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  

Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace with them.  
 
SUNG INTERLUDE                                                                                                   from Taizé                     

Bless the Lord, my soul and bless God’s holy name; 
Bless the Lord, my soul who leads me into life. 

 
THE GOSPEL LESSON                     Luke 18:9-14                             Ann Pierce Stith, reader                      
He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and 
regarded others with contempt:  “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and 
the other a tax collector.  The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I thank 
you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector.  I 
fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.’  But the tax collector, standing far off, 
would not even lift up his eyes to heaven but was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be 
merciful to me, a sinner!’  I tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the 
other, for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be 
exalted.” 
 
Friends, listen. God is still speaking! 
Thanks be to God. 

 
MORNING MESSAGE                     

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner  
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CHORAL RESPONSE             Humble Thyself/Awesome God                 arr. Brandon Mowry  
The Chancel Choir 

 

You may text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 
or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com to be included in this morning’s prayers and during 

the Called to Care prayer time on Wednesday. 
 
MORNING PRAYERS AND OUR SAVIOR’S PRAYER  

You are welcome to pray in the language or tradition of your choice. 
 

Our Creator who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
SUNG PRAYER RESPONSE       Great Is Your Faithfulness  

Great is your faithfulness, O God, Creator, with you no shadow of turning we see; 
You do not change, your compassions they fail not; all of your goodness forever will be.  

Great is your faithfulness! Great is your faithfulness! Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed your hand has provided, great is your faithfulness, God, unto me! 

 
TESTIMONY                                                                    Ann Pierce Stith, member since 1999 
At this time, we invite folks to witness to the transformative, meaningful, or inspirational part 
this church has played in their life or to an experience that has meant something to them through 
a program or organization that is supported by Gables UCC. Please know that your financial 
support of the church does great things not only within these walls but far beyond into the larger 
world.  If you wish to give online this morning, please go to gablesucc.org/give. 

 
*CLOSING HYMN            Won’t You Let Me Be Your Servant?  

http://gablesucc.org/give
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*THE BENEDICTION                                                                           

    One: May the grace which overcomes all differences 
which heals all wounds 
which puts to flight all fears 
which reconciles all who are separated 
be in us and among us, now and always,  

    ALL: Amen.  
 

Please be seated for the postlude.  
 

POSTLUDE                                     

Following the service, please join us in the Fellowship Hall for our Connection Café.  
Come, enjoy some refreshments as well as the chance to connect with others.   

  Visitors, we would LOVE to have you join us! 
------------------------------------------------------- 

 

A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 
 

If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we 
have found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice 
seeking a place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, 
we invite you into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please 
contact Pastor Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to 
places around the country and around the world, as well as folks who are actively involved in 
the church who have never set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and 
beliefs as a progressive, open-minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation. Whether an 
expat or “vurcher” (one who attends church virtually each week), please join us each Sunday for 
worship and for other programs and educational experiences online throughout the week.  

No matter who you are or where you are in this world, you are welcome here. 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 

TODAY AFTER WORSHIP:  
 

JUSTICE AND WITNESS FAIR 
Our congregation is blessed to work in partnership with a number of local organizations doing 
justice in Miami and beyond. Join us after worship in Fellowship Hall to meet some of these 
partners and learn about what they are doing and how you can be more involved.  

 
BOOK STUDY 

The Transgender Child by Stephanie Brill and Rachel Pepper  
Sundays, through October 30 from 12:15 p.m. - 1:15 p.m.  in Havighorst Lounge   

 

Led by Kim Moore, this series is for anyone who cares about or seeks to understand and affirm 
the transgender, gender-expansive, or nonbinary child. Led by Kim Moore. Childcare and 
refreshments are provided.  
                                                          STAY IN TOUCH 
Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and 
friends, filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general 
church business. If you would like to be included, contact Elena at ElenaK@gablesucc.org 
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OUR CHURCH APP 
For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store 
or Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 
church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff.. 
 

FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 
Open TODAY until 2:00 p.m.;  Wednesday - Saturday from 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Shop in support of our justice ministry. Each of your purchases helps artisans in developing 
countries build strong, local economies. These skilled workers are paid fair-living wages while 
crafting sustainable products that do not harm the environment. No child labor is used. Come, 
check out the beautiful and interesting hand-crafted items, clothing, and jewelry. 

 
LOTUS HOUSE 

Our Sunday School children are supporting Lotus House Homeless Shelter.  In October, we are 
collecting new, full-size body lotion.  Donations can be left at reception.   
 

WALKING GROUP 
Wednesdays, through November 16 from 6:00 p.m. – 7:15 p.m.  

 

Join Pastor Megan for a weekly walk around the Granada Golf Course and back, approximately 
4 miles. We will meet outside our church’s Fair Trade shop and leave the church together.   

 
BOOK STUDY 

The Heart of the Buddha’s Teaching by Thich Nhat Hanh 
Sundays through November 13 at 9:45 a.m. in the Catalonia Guest House 

Each week, we will have in-depth discussions on how the teachings of Buddhism can enlighten 
our faith and help us grow in compassion and peace. Led by Bryan Hernandez. 

 
ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

Sundays through October 30 at 9:45 a.m. in Havighorst Lounge and Zoom  
Join Pastor Aaron as we read Nadia Bolz-Weber’s Accidental Saints, a book about finding God 
in all the wrong people. If attending on Zoom, please be in touch with Pastor Aaron.  

 
SISTERS ON SOJOURN ONLINE 

There are now two SOS groups for women of all ages, backgrounds, and interests. One which 
gathers in person and now a gathering online. For those wishing to be part of Sisters on Sojourn 
online, we will gather this Saturday, October 29 from 9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. for conversation, 
support, and fun. Join us from around the world, for this special time with sisters on the journey 
of life together. Contact Pastor Laurie for the link at LaurieH@gablesucc.org. 

 
CALLING ALL TRAVELERS 

Sunday, October 30 at 12:15 p.m. in the Library  
 

Got an itch to go traveling again? So do we! Over the past years we have traveled to Germany 
to study the Reformation and Martin Luther; and in 2020 we traveled to the Middle East and 
Israel and Palestine. In honor of the 100th anniversary of the church, we have plans to visit some 
historic, meaningful, and important places to our church and to our faith. These are both domestic 
and international, so there is something for everyone. Come hear about the plans after worship 
in the library or be in touch with Pastor Laurie. 
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