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WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 
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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME 

Know that in this space you are welcome as you are, for who you are. 

Together we celebrate all of God’s children – young, old and in-between;  

male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight and in-between;  

the assured, the doubting, and the in-between;  

the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between;  

the foolish, the wise, and the in-between. 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 

The novel coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World 

Health Organization.  As a result, federal, state, and local governments and agencies recommend 

social distancing and have, in many locations, prohibited the congregation of groups of people. 

We are doing everything we can to be compliant with all regulations and ensure your safety. We 

have put in place preventative measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19, but we cannot 

guarantee that you or family members will not become infected. By your presence in our church 

building, you agree to the following: On behalf of yourself and your children, you hereby release, 

covenant not to sue, discharge, and hold harmless the Coral Gables Congregational UCC, its 

employees, agents, and representatives, of and from all liabilities, claims, actions, damages, 

costs, or expenses of any kind arising out of or relating to your participation in our programs, 

services or activities. You understand and agree that this release includes any claims based on 

the actions, omissions, or negligence of this organization, its employees, agents, and 

representatives, whether a COVID-19 infection occurs before, during, or after participation in 

any such program, service, or activity.  

 

The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 

    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 

 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 

3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 

CCLI License # 11282912 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
October 2, 2022                      Our faith is over 2000 years old;                                 11:00 a.m. 

Our thinking is not. 

 

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 

The world is a table engulfed in honey and smoke, smothered by apples and blood. 

The table is already set, and we know the truth as soon as we are called. 

           - Pablo Neruda 

*Indicates all who are able may stand 
 

GATHERING MUSIC                                                                            Dr. Greg Taylor, piano 

 

THE WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation.    
 

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are  

joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 
 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 

each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter. 
 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 

walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434 

or go to our church app. You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.  

For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are at the front doors. 
 

CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP     Jesus the Christ Says                                  David Schelat 

The Chancel Choir; Seth Woods, percussion  
 

Jesus the Christ says, I am the bread, the bread of life for the world am I. 
 

Jesus the Christ says, I am the way, the way and the truth and the life am I. 
 

Jesus the Christ says, I am the light, the one true light of the world am I. 
 

Jesus the Christ say, I am the life, the resurrection and the life am I. 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

One:  Jesus sets the table for all who are hungry and thirsty, for all who are seeking a 

place to call home.  

ALL: This is the table of peace, the table of justice, forgiveness, and hope. 
   One:  Jesus gathers the nations, all languages and cultures, all ages and creeds, to feast  

together as the Body of Christ. 

   ALL: This is the table of peace, the table of justice, forgiveness, and hope. 
   One:  Jesus calls each of us to join him in this sacred meal, to sit among friends and  

strangers, to taste the goodness of his mercy. 

   ALL: This is the table of peace, the table of justice, forgiveness, and hope. 
   One:  Leave your worries and burdens behind and come to Christ’s table. There is a  

place for you and the feast is ready! 

http://gablesucc.org/live
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*HYMN                                              Vamos Todos al Banquete  

(Let Us Go Now to the Banquet) 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
       

One: Welcome to the banquet! We’re so glad you are here. At Christ’s table all are indeed 

welcome, no matter your age, race, culture, socio-economic status, ability, gender, 

sexual orientation, or faith tradition. Let us greet our fellow guests with the peace of 

Christ saying, “Peace be with you,” 

Many: And also with you.   

    If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, bow, hand over the heart, smile, or nod to others. 

If you are gathered with others at home, share words of peace with one another. 

 If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  

Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace with them.  
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SUNG INTERLUDE                                                                                                   from Taizé                     

Bless the Lord, my soul and bless God’s holy name; 

Bless the Lord, my soul who leads me into life. 
 

THE CONTEMPORARY LESSON 

Perhaps the World Ends Here 
 

The world begins at a kitchen table. No matter what, we must eat to live. 

The gifts of earth are brought and prepared, set on the table.  

So it has been since creation, and it will go on. 

We chase chickens or dogs away from it. Babies teethe at the corners.  

They scrape their knees under it. 

It is here that children are given instructions on what it means to be human.  

We make men at it, we make women. 

At this table we gossip, recall enemies and the ghosts of lovers. 

Our dreams drink coffee with us as they put their arms around our children. They laugh with us 

at our poor falling-down selves and as we put ourselves back together once again at the table. 

This table has been a house in the rain, an umbrella in the sun. 

Wars have begun and ended at this table. It is a place to hide in the shadow of terror.  

A place to celebrate the terrible victory. 

We have given birth on this table, and have prepared our parents for burial here. 

At this table we sing with joy, with sorrow. We pray of suffering and remorse. We give thanks. 

Perhaps the world will end at the kitchen table, while we are laughing and crying,  

eating of the last sweet bite. 

- Joy Harjo 

 

CHORAL ANTHEM         He’s God the Whole World in His Hands                      arr. Wilberg 

The Chancel Choir 

 

He’s got the whole word in his hands. He’s got the whole wide world in his hands. 

He’s got the whole world in his hands, he’s got the whole world in his hands. 

 

He’s got the wind and the rain in his hands, he’s got the whole word in his hands. 

 

He’s got the sun and the moon in his hands, he’s got the whole world in his hands. 

 

He’s got you and me, brothers, in his hands, he’s got the whole world in his hands. 

 

He’s got you and me, sisters, in his hands, he’s got the whole world in his hands. 

 

He’s got everybody in his hands, he’s got the whole world in his hands. 

 

THE GOSPEL LESSON                       John 21:1-14 

Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Galilee. It happened this way: 

Simon Peter, Thomas, Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other 

disciples were together. “I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they said, “We’ll 

go with you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 
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Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was 

Jesus. He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” “No,” they answered. 
 

He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” When they did, 

they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish. 
 

Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter 

heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it 

off) and jumped into the water. The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of 

fish, for they were not far from shore, about a hundred yards. When they landed, they saw a 

fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread. 
 

Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” So Simon Peter climbed 

back into the boat and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so 

many the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the 

disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. Jesus came, took the 

bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. This was now the third time Jesus 

appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead. 
 

Friends, listen, God is still speaking! 

Thanks be to God! 
 

MORNING MESSAGE                     
The Rev. Aaron Lauer  

 

CHORAL RESPONSE                            The Table                                               Chris Tomlin 

Brandon Mowry, vocalist 

At this time, you may text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 

or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com to be included in this morning’s prayers and during 

the Called to Care prayer time on Wednesday. 

 

 
 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Our table is wide-open to all who desire a closer relationship with God no matter your age, 

gender, station in life, sexual orientation, or faith tradition.   
 

If you are worshipping with us online, we invite you to have available a piece of bread/cracker 

and a small cup of juice/wine ready so that we can share together in communion. 
 

 If you are worshipping with us in the sanctuary, please come forward to receive your bread 

and cup. Come down the center aisle and receive your bread and eat it as you receive it. Then 

receive an individual container of juice. Please take it to your seat, returning by the side aisle. 

Once you are seated, and when you are ready, you may drink from your cup, symbolizing your 

individual relationship with Christ.  
 

We use grape juice and gluten-free bread is available so that all may come freely.  
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INVITATION   
 

MORNING PRAYERS AND OUR SAVIOUR’S PRAYER  

Our Creator who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 

 

COMMUNION MUSIC            For the Healing of Creation                                Briehl/Becker 

Brandon Mowry, vocalist 
 

The congregation is invited to sing this refrain: 
 

God renew. For the healing of creation, we pray to you, O God. 

For the healing of creation, we pray to you, O God. 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 

 

 

 

AFFRIMING OUR CREATION JUSTICE COVENANT 

Led by members of the Gables UCC Green Christians Team 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

READING OF THE COVENANT (The back page of your bulletin) 

 

WORDS OF AFFIRMATION 
 

ALL: We affirm this covenant with God, the earth, and each other.  

 

ACCEPTANCE OF COVENANT  

Ann Pierce Stith, Church Moderator 

 

*THE SENDING FORTH                                                        

 

*SUNG BENEDICTION                    Alleluia, Alleluia 

On verse two, you are invited to raise your hands up in glory to God. 
 

Please be seated for the postlude.  

 

POSTLUDE               Presto from the Fantasy in F-sharp minor, op 28                Mendelssohn      

                                                          Dr. Greg Taylor, piano 
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Following the service, please join us in the Fellowship Hall for our Connection Café.  

Come, enjoy some refreshments as well as the chance to connect with others.   

  Visitors, we would LOVE to have you join us! 

 

THE FLOWERS THAT GRACE OUR ALTAR… 

are from the Auguste, Savain, and Harvey families in celebration 

of the amazing life of Jacques August, 

a loving father, grandfather, and great-grandfather who passed away a year ago. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 
 

If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we 

have found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice 

seeking a place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, 

we invite you into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please 

contact Pastor Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  
 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to 

places around the country and around the world, as well as folks who are actively involved in 

the church who have never set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and 

beliefs as a progressive, open-minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation. Whether an 

expat or “vurcher” (one who attends church virtually each week), please join us each Sunday for 

worship and for other programs and educational experiences online throughout the week.  
 

No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey,  

you are welcome here. 

 

EXPATS AND VURCHERS 

Sunday, October 9 at 12:30 p.m. on Zoom  

Join us for a gathering from around the world as we check in with our Gables UCC members 

and friends living outside of South Florida. Whether you have been a former member or friend 

of the church and have moved away, or have found a home with us virtually, we invite you to be 

connected through this special group just for you.  Email Pastor Laurie at for the link.  
 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and 

friends, filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general 

church business. If you would like to be included, contact Elena at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 

OUR CHURCH APP 
For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store 

or Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 

church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena 

Korallis, our Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
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IN OUR PRAYERS 
We remember all those places of war, violence and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace for 

all people around the world. Today’s prayers are especially with the people of Ukraine. A lighted 

candle on the altar symbolizes our prayers for peace, healing, compassion, and unity. 
 

----------------------------------------------------------- 
 

FOOD PANTRY 

Your donations of food go a long way in helping the hungry of our community. Please drop off 

your bags of groceries at the church or you may also donate financially at gablesucc.org/give. 

Under the fund column, select “Food Pantry.” We also LOVE getting boxes from Amazon or 

other places filled with canned goods. 

 

FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 

Open TODAY until 1:30 p.m.  

New Fall Hours: Wednesday -Saturday from 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Shop in support of our justice ministry. Each of your purchases helps artisans in developing 

countries build strong, local economies. These skilled workers are paid fair-living wages while 

crafting sustainable products that do not harm the environment. No child labor is used. Come, 

check out the beautiful and interesting hand-crafted items, clothing, and jewelry. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS    

Weekly, the Called to Care Team receives prayer requests from     church family and friends. 

Each Wednesday at 12:30 p.m., they gather in prayer over Zoom to lift up these prayer requests, 

to pray for the church, and for the needs of the world. If you have a prayer concern to be prayed 

over by Called to Care, you may text it to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email Carol 

Fifield at miamifife@gmail.com. 
 

 

mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
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LOTUS HOUSE 
Our Sunday School children and youth are supporting Lotus House Homeless Shelter in 

Overtown, and we need your Help! In October, we are collecting new, full-size body 

lotion.  Children may bring donations with them to Sunday School. Adults may leave donations 

at reception or ship them to Pastor Megan at Gables UCC via online retailers.  

 

“I WANT TO DO THAT…JUST NOT ALONE” GROUP  

An Evening with Neil deGrasse Tyson  

October 3 at 7:00 p.m. at the Knight Concert Hall ~  Tickets are $47  

You purchase your own ticket and if you wish, gather at the church, and take the church shuttle 

to the event. Just let Pastor Laurie know you are attending, and we will include you in the group 

and on the shuttle. 

 

WALKING GROUP 

Wednesdays, through November 16 from 6:00 p.m. – 7:15 p.m.  
 

Pastor Megan, church members, and friends for a weekly walk around the Granada Golf Course 

and back, approximately 4 miles. We will meet outside our church’s Fair Trade shop and leave 

the church together as we begin our walk. Friends always welcome! Bring a flashlight. 

 

BOOK STUDY 

The Heart of the Buddha’s Teaching by Thich Nhat Hanh 

Sundays through November 13 at 9:45 a.m. in the Library 

Join us for as we learn from the wisdom of Buddhism by reading The Heart of the Buddha's 

Teaching: Transforming Suffering into Peace, Joy, and Liberation by Thich Nhat Hanh. Each 

week, we will have in-depth discussions on how the teachings of Buddhism can enlighten our 

faith and help us grow in compassion and peace.  Led by Bryan Hernandez. 

 

BOOK STUDY 

The Transgender Child by Stephanie Brill and Rachel Pepper  

Sundays, October 2-30 from 12:15 p.m. - 1:15 p.m.   

In-Person program in Havighorst Lounge   
  

Ever since its initial publication in 2008, The Transgender Child has been lauded as the most 

trusted source of information for families wanting to understand and affirm their transgender, 

gender-expansive, or nonbinary child.  Led by Kim Moore, this series is for anyone who cares 

about, or works with, a child who falls outside expected gender norms. Refreshments and 

childcare provided.                                                             

---------------------------------------- 

 

ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

Sundays October 9 – 30 at 9:45 a.m. in Havighorst Lounge and Zoom  

Join Pastor Aaron as we read Nadia Bolz-Weber’s Accidental Saints, a book about finding God 

in all the wrong people. Bolz-Weber was the pastor of a Lutheran church in Denver when she 

wrote these stories of encountering God in everyday events and people. This class will prepare 

us for Bolz-Weber’s lecture on Saturday, November 19. If attending on Zoom, please be in touch 

with Pastor Aaron at AaronL@gablesucc.org. 
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PARENT AND PASTOR CONNECTION 

Thursday, October 6 at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom  

Join Pastor Megan and other parents as we gather to share a prayer, collective wisdom, parental 

struggles, and a word of inspiration. All parents are welcome to register for this monthly 

gathering via Zoom with Pastor Megan at MeganS@gablesucc.org. 

 

RISE AGAINST HUNGER VOLUNTEER EVENT  

Saturday, October 8 from 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 

Rise Against Hunger is an international organization that supplies meals for people in need 

around the world. We will set up meal-packing stations in Fellowship Hall for this fun, engaging 

volunteer event. All ages are invited to attend and make meals with no experience needed. A 

donation of $20 per participant is welcome to help cover the cost of the meals prepared. Register 

for a shift at gablesucc.org/rah. 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL  

 4 What’s Next: Because Change Happens  

Sundays, October 9 – 30 at 11:00 a.m. in Room 5 

The WISE Ministry will be sponsoring a special Sunday School series on youth mental health 

for our Middle Schoolers. Designed by the Jordan Porco Foundation, this curriculum is designed 

to help prepare middle school students make the next transitions in their lives by teaching them 

skills that build resilience and coping, giving them valuable tools to handle the stress and distress 

of their lives. For more information, contact Pastor Lisa or Pastor Aaron.  

 

LGBTQ+ LUNCHEON FOR NATIONAL COMING OUT DAY 

Sunday, October 9 at 12:00 p.m. at Pastor Laurie's Home 

“Come out” to Gables UCC for a luncheon to be in community with our LGBTQ+ members. 

Lunch will be provided. Join us after worship for a delicious lunch, supportive conversation, 

and, as always, lots of laughter and fun. RSVP to Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 

QPR SUICIDE PREVENTION TRAINING 

Tuesday, October 11 at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom  

NAMI Miami will present Question Persuade Refer Suicide Prevention Training. This 90-minute 

program will teach participants the myths and the warning signs of suicide, as well as how to 

begin a conversation with someone who might be considering suicide, persuade them to get help, 

and the resources available.  For registration information, contact Pastor Lisa at  

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

An Evening with Rev. Nadia Bolz-Weber 

Saturday, November 19 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Nadia Bolz-Weber is an ordained Lutheran Pastor, founder of House for All Sinners & Saints in 

Denver, Colorado, the creator and host of The Confessional, and  the author of three New York 

Times bestselling memoirs: Pastrix; The Cranky, Beautiful Faith Of A Sinner & 

Saint, Accidental Saints; Finding God In All The Wrong People, and SHAMELESS; A Sexual 

Reformation. She writes and speaks about personal failings, recovery, grace, faith, and really, 

whatever else she wants to. To purchase tickets ($15) for an Evening with Nadia Bolz-Weber, 

please contact Pastor Megan at MeganS@gablesucc.org.  

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://gablesucc.org/rah&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw2a3ibhoYk1gEPHtJmM1A5k
mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
https://apple.co/2RAudYf
https://amzn.to/3tkUjys
https://amzn.to/3tkUjys
https://amzn.to/3wflKfy
https://amzn.to/2PFi71K
https://amzn.to/2PFi71K
mailto:MeganS@gablesucc.org
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Proposed Covenant for Coral Gables Congregational UCC 

Creation Justice Ministries  

October 2, 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

We, the people of Coral Gables Congregational, United Church of Christ, graced by the divine 

gifts of creation, affirm our connection to God, each other, and the world around us. As 

humanity confronts the current and future crisis of damage to our environment, we commit 

ourselves with an urgent sense of calling to take care of God’s creation. In that calling, we 

commit to increasing our awareness of how the abuses of creation inevitably cause human 

suffering and how factors such as race, class, and global inequality cause some to suffer more 

than others. Today, we pledge to protect this good Earth and all who call it home. We dedicate 

ourselves as individuals and as a congregation to the intertwined responsibilities of caring for 

creation and seeking justice for the oppressed, and to strive to: 
 

 share stories of God’s love and concern for the Earth, and to link with others who care 

about protecting the sacred web of life; 
 

 change our habits and choices in order to live more simply, humbly, and gently on the 

Earth; 
 

 work alongside those most vulnerable to the harmful effects of environmental 

degradation and climate change – women, children, people living in poverty, as well as 

communities of color, refugees, and migrants; 
 

 change the structures and systems that affect our environment, and the economic 

forces that underlie them, including our use of fossil fuels in transportation, power 

generation, manufacturing, commerce, agriculture and our personal lives; 
 

 protect wilderness and biodiversity wherever they exist, whether on land, in the water 

or in the air; and 
 

 reduce and, where possible, eliminate the extraction, creation and circulation of toxic 

materials 
 

We desire that these deeply felt commitments be reflected in all the dimensions of our 

congregation’s life. We commit ourselves to engaging with others beyond the walls of this 

church to make good on our promises to God our Creator, to Jesus the Redeemer of Creation, 

and to the Holy Spirit the Sustainer of Creation. Amen. 
 

https://www.ucc.org/what-we-do/justice-local-church-ministries/justice/faithful-action-ministries/environmental-

justice/creation-justice- churches/how_it_works_becoming_a_creation_justice_church/ 

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/ministries/creation-care/pledge/ 

 

https://www.ucc.org/what-we-do/justice-local-church-ministries/justice/faithful-action-ministries/environmental-justice/creation-justice-churches/how_it_works_becoming_a_creation_justice_church/
https://www.ucc.org/what-we-do/justice-local-church-ministries/justice/faithful-action-ministries/environmental-justice/creation-justice-churches/how_it_works_becoming_a_creation_justice_church/
https://www.ucc.org/what-we-do/justice-local-church-ministries/justice/faithful-action-ministries/environmental-justice/creation-justice-churches/how_it_works_becoming_a_creation_justice_church/
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/ministries/creation-care/pledge/



