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The phrase "creation justice" can at first sound odd and strange, 
but if you take a step back to consider the broader context—the 
larger picture—out of which it emerged, it makes a lot of sense:

It’s our first calling! The first job that God gives to us humans is 
to care for God’s creation, as mentioned in Genesis 2:15 "The Lord 
God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it 
and take care of it." It’s our duty to protect, defend, and preserve 
God’s creation for those who come after us!

God asks us to respect the rights of nature! Genesis 9:15 
reminds us: God’s covenant is not only with humans but with 
“every living creature”! Therefore, we as Christians have to 
overcome the artificial division between “human” and “nature”. 
All living elements of “nature” have to be respected as a subject 
and not be dealt with as objects. 

Environmental consciousness and social justice are intimately 
intertwined! No one should be forced to bear a disproportional 
burden of environmental pollution or climate change. We as 
Christians are asked to ensure fair treatment and meaningful 
involvement of all people regardless of race, ethnicity, income, 
national origin, or educational level. 

Recently, our Green Christians group here at Gables UCC met to 
discuss the process of becoming a Creation Justice Church and 
working to address the effects of climate change and to care for 
our environment. Much like when we became Open and Affirming, 
WISE, and a Sanctuary Church, this process will include education, 
discernment, prayer, action, and creating a covenant through 
which we will live out our commitment to protecting the 
environment and taking care of creation justice as a church. 

WHAT IS 

CREATION 

JUSTICE?



WHAT DOES CREATION 

JUSTICE LOOK LIKE?
"Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it."” (Corinthian 
12:27). We want you to actively participate in the process of becoming a creation 
justice church. You can participate in creation justice in four important ways: through 
theology and worship, institutional life and practices of the church, circles of awareness 
and advocacy, and connections to a broader movement by answering questions such as:

How can you reflect upon God in 
relationship to caring for creation?
How can you bring theological 
understandings of creation care and 
justice into your worship?

How can you integrate care for 
creation into your daily life? How can 
you embody care for creation through 
personal practices?

Within the UCC, what are the ways in 
which our church can connect with 
others? Outside of the UCC, what are 
the ways we can connect with 
interfaith, ecumenical, or secular 
partners engaged in environmental 
justice work?

Theology & Worship

Institutional Life & Practice

Awareness and Advocacy
With particular attention to 
socioeconomic factors such as race, 
class, and global inequality, how can 
you research and inform yourself 
about environmental justice issues at 
the local, state, national and/or

Connections to a 
Broader Movement

global levels? How can actively 
participate in congregational 
advocacy and action?

In this Personal Commitment Guide 
we have listed some specific ways that 
you and your household can 
participate in the work of creation 
justice.



HOW DO I USE THE 

PERSONAL 

COMMITMENT GUIDE?

 Look through the guide and decide which actions you can commit to at this 
time. Highlight, circle, or put a check mark next to your commitments!
 Try and choose actions that cover all 4 Dimensions of Creation Justice in your 
personal commitment: 

 Theology& Worship
 Institutional Life & Practice 
 Circles of Awareness and Advocacy 
 Connections to a Broader Movement

 Place the personal commitment at a visible place in your home, like your 
refrigerator, dining table, or bed stand. 
 Share your commitments with the congregation by adding your to our Green 
Christians Commitment Banner in Fellowship Hall. 
 Do a check-up every month and monitor your progress.
 Always feel free to add new commitments to your list.
 Celebrate achievements by spending extra time outside etc.

1.

2.

a.
b.
c.
d.

3.

4.

5.
6.
7.



THEOLOGY 

AND WORSHIP

Participate in creation justice worship services (Earth Day 
Sunday in April, Blessing of the Animals in October)

01.

Participate in Adult Education classes on Creation Justice led 
by the Green Christians

02.

Plan a practice for Lent that will benefit God's creation, e.g., 
carbon fast, no plastic for Lent, "Unplugged" Lent (fewer 
electronics), go vegan/vegetarian for Lent

03.

Honor Season of Creation from September 1 (Creation Day) 
to October 4 (Feast of St Francis) and participate in the 
Gables UCC worship services

04.

Plan an eco-friendly holiday (e.g., Thanksgiving, Christmas, 
birthday)

05.

Use a creation justice prayer guide or devotional such as 
"God’s Earth is Sacred: Essays on Eco-Justice" by the National 
Council of Churches or the "40 Days of Climate Justice: A
Lenten Devotional" by the Lutheran School of Theology at 
Chicago. Both are available online.

06.

Add a practice of your own: 
07.



INSTITUTIONAL 

LIFE & PRACTICE
Green your laundry routine

Eco-friendly detergents
Load is always full
Only drying when necessary or use a 
clothesline
Increase Cold water wash

Green your eating routine
Always eat your leftovers 
Eat more plant-based meals and/or 
meals with ingredients from local 
farms
Bring a reusable container to the 
restaurant to store them
Invest in reusable (water) bottles

Green your energy consumption
Do an internal eco audit of your 
home and your energy usage
Calculate your eco footprint 
(footprintcalculator.org)
Change lights to eco-friendly bulbs
Make sure your dishwasher always 
full
Save water by using a water aerator 
(delivering a mixture of water and air 
to reduce water consumption) 
Reduce your shower time
Turn off the lights turned off when
not in use
Fend off “Energy Vampires” (device 
that continues to use energy and 
drain power, even when it is turned 
off)
Use green transportation (bus, metro, 
bike, walk)
Reuse gray water (water to do the 
dishes reused for toilette flush)

Spend time outside every week!
Check your car’s tire pressure
Try one pot cooking from time to 
time
Infrared stovetop burners
Watch the movie “No Impact Man” 

Green your shopping
Buy products with low/no waste
Start a vegetable garden indoor/ 
outdoor
Track your use of paper and 
disposable products 
Invest in Green Arts and Crafts 
Supplies
Evaluate coffee and tea habits
OptOutside Black Friday
Plan a green meal
Bring reusable bags with you to the 
store/market

Pick up waste in your community
Participate in clean up events
Do clean up in your yard every day
Try composting at home
Track your waste for a week
Follow the recycling rules, with the 
emphasis on plastic reduction
Go one a recycling walk

Share your ideas and activities!
Make Your New Year's Resolutions 
Green
Write a log book
Publish on social media

Add a practice of your own:



AWARENESS AND 

ADVOCACY

 Research how your community 
regulates waste, e.g. household 
batteries recycling
Watch and promote documentaries 
on Creation Care and Creation 
Justice such as “Our Planet,” 
“Before the Flood,” or “Food Inc.” 
Read the Resilient305 Strategy 
published by Miami-Dade County

Join PACT and their initiative on 
housing and environment
Celebrate Black History month 
(February) and learn about the 
connections between racial justice 
and the environment
Celebrate Woman History month 
(March) and learn about the 
connections between gender justice 
and the environment 
Celebrate Native Heritage Month 
(November) and learn about 
Indigenous Americans and their 
commitment to the environment
 Donate to Creation Justice 
Ministries or the NAACP’s 
Environment and Climate Justice 
efforts

Research on Creation Care and 
Creation Justice

Work With Your Local 
Government to Sponsor a 
Recycling, e.g., for Electronics 
or Hazardous Waste, and Clean 
Up Event

Participate in faith-rooted 
ecumenical advocacy efforts

Contact your Representative to 
learn about his/her creation 
justice approach

Add a practice of your own:



Observe World Water Day (March 22)
 

Honor Earth Day (April 25)
 

Observe Endangered Species Day (May 21)
 

Honor World Ocean Day (June 25)
 

Do research and get involved in other organizations 
such as Sierra Club, Miami Climate Alliance, CLEO 
Institute, Community Justice Project, Coalition of 

Immokalee Workers
 

Add a practice of your own:
 
 
 

IDEAS FOR 

CONNECTIONS TO A 

BROADER MOVEMENT


