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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
 

 
 
 

 
WELCOME 

Know that in this space you are welcome as you are, for who you are. 
Together we celebrate all of God’s children – young, old and in-between;  

male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight and in-between;  
the assured, the doubting, and the in-between;  
the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between;  

the foolish, the wise, and the in-between. 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
The novel coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World 
Health Organization.  As a result, federal, state, and local governments and agencies recommend 
social distancing and have, in many locations, prohibited the congregation of groups of people. 
We are doing everything we can to be compliant with all regulations and ensure your safety. We 
have put in place preventative measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19, but we cannot 
guarantee that you or family members will not become infected. By your presence in our church 
building, you agree to the following: On behalf of yourself and your children, you hereby release, 
covenant not to sue, discharge, and hold harmless the Coral Gables Congregational UCC, its 
employees, agents, and representatives, of and from all liabilities, claims, actions, damages, 
costs, or expenses of any kind arising out of or relating to your participation in our programs, 
services or activities. You understand and agree that this release includes any claims based on 
the actions, omissions, or negligence of this organization, its employees, agents, and 
representatives, whether a COVID-19 infection occurs before, during, or after participation in 
any such program, service, or activity.  

 
The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 
    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 
 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 
3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 
CCLI License # 11282912 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
September 25, 2022               Our faith is over 2000 years old;                                 11:00 a.m. 

Our thinking is not. 
 

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  
God, help me to get my eyes off of the mountain before me  
and put my eyes on you the God who moves the mountains. 

 

*Indicates all who are able may stand 
 
GATHERING MUSIC                                                                            Dr. Greg Taylor, piano 
 
THE WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation.    

 

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are  
joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 
each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter. 
 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 
walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434 
or go to our church app. You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.  
For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are at the front doors. 

 
CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP   Worthy to Be Praised!                                 Byron J. Smith 

The Chancel Choir; Johnathan Hulett, percussion  
 

Holy, holy, holy, Praise our God almighty. Worthy and holy, Lord eternally. 
 

Refrain: Praise the Lord in the highest. Praise God’s Holy name. 
Let all thing that haveth a breath just praise the Lord. 
I believe in the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost. 

I will sing. God’s worthy to be praised, to be praised! 
 

(Solo) We have come into the house of the Lord, to praise God’s Holy name. 
To give glory, honor and adore, God’s Son whose life He gave. 

Let the trumpet sound, let the rocks resound, our sinful souls God saved. 
I will sing; I will shout, God’s worthy to be praised, to be praised! 

 

(Solo) Raise your voices high and sing to the Lord. God’s worthy to be praised. 
Shout hosanna high to God for God’s everlasting grace. 

Let the trumpet sound, let the rocks resound, Our sinful souls God saved. 
I will sing; I will shout. God’s worthy to be praised, to be praised! 

Join all and sing hosanna. Oh, let ev’ry voice sing out that God’s worthy, 
Worthy to be praised! 

http://gablesucc.org/live


4 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

    One:  Friends, let us worship God today, for God is great – 
   ALL: God has blessed us with life, with faith, and with community. 
   One:  Let us worship God today, for God is good – 
   ALL: God forgives us, and encourages us, and loves us. 
   One:  Let us worship God today – 
   ALL: Because we are God’s people. 
   One:  Let us worship God. 

 
*HYMN                                              Praise to the Living God  

 

Praise to the living God, the God of love and light, 
Whose word brought forth the myriad suns and set the worlds in flight: 

Whose infinite design, which we but dimly see, 
Pervades all nature, making all a cosmic unity. 

 
Praise to the living God, who knows our joy and pain, 

Who shares with us our common life, the sacred and profane. 
God toils where’er we toil, in home and mart and mill; 

And deep within the human heart God leads us forward still. 
 

Praise to the living God, around, within, above, 
Beyond the grasp of human mind, but whom we know as love. 

In these tumultuous days, so full of hope and strife, 
May we bear witness to the Way, O Source and Goal of life. 

 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
       

One: No matter from where you are worshipping with us today; no matter the concerns, 
worries, or joys that you bring; no matter your background or social status; your 
race, culture, faith tradition, or sexual orientation, we offer to you the peace of 
Christ. Peace be with you!  

    Many:       And also with you.   
    If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, bow, hand over the heart, smile, or nod to others. 

If you are gathered with others at home, share words of peace with one another. 
 If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  

Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace with them.  
 

SUNG INTERLUDE                                                                                                   from Taizé                     
Bless the Lord, my soul and bless God’s holy name; 

Bless the Lord, my soul who leads me into life. 
 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON                  Psalm 146 

Praise the LORD! 
Praise the LORD, O my soul! 

 I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 
    I will sing praises to my God all my life long. 
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Do not put your trust in princes, 
    in mortals, in whom there is no help. 

When their breath departs, they return to the earth; 
    on that very day their plans perish. 

Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 
    whose hope is in the LORD their God, 

 who made heaven and earth, 
    the sea, and all that is in them; 

who keeps faith forever; 
     who executes justice for the oppressed; 

    who gives food to the hungry. 

The LORD sets the prisoners free; 
    the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. 

The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 
    the LORD loves the righteous. 

 The LORD watches over the strangers; 
    he upholds the orphan and the widow, 

    but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 

The LORD will reign forever, 
    your God, O Zion, for all generations. 

Praise the LORD! 

Friends, listen, God is still speaking! 
Thanks be to God! 

 
MORNING MESSAGE                     

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner  
 
CHORAL RESPONSE                            Total Praise                                 Richard Smallwood 

The Vocal Ensemble  
At this time, you may text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 

or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com to be included in this morning’s prayers and during 
the Called to Care prayer time on Wednesday. 

 

THE MORNING PRAYERS AND OUR SAVIOR’S PRAYER  
You are invited to pray in your preferred language or tradition. 

 

Our Creator who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  

Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   
Amen. 



6 
 

SUNG RESPONSE 

THE RECEIVING OF NEW MEMBERS 
 

INTRODUCTIONS  
 

COVENANT OF THE NEW MEMBERS  
 

WORDS OF THANKSGIVING  
 

COVENANT AND PROMISES OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 
We welcome you with joy into our community of faith.  We promise that when we walk 
through these doors, we will treat each other like family and as beloved children of God. 
We believe that we are stronger united together than as individuals, so we promise to 
share our support in the work to which we feel called: striving for peace and justice 
among all people, protecting and restoring the integrity of all God’s creation, and 
bringing hope to those most vulnerable. Amen.   
 
WORDS OF WELCOME AND PROCLAMATION                                    

Ann Pierce Stith, Church Moderator   
 
INVITATION TO GIVE, SHARE, AND BELONG 
 
*THE SENDING FORTH                                                        
 
*SUNG BENEDICTION                    Alleluia, Alleluia 

On verse two, you are invited to raise your hands up in glory to God. 
 

Please be seated for the postlude.  
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POSTLUDE                                 
Dr. Greg Taylor, piano 

 

Following the service, please join us in the Fellowship Hall for our Connection Café.  
Come, enjoy some refreshments as well as the chance to connect with others.   

  Visitors, we would LOVE to have you join us! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 

 

If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we 
have found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice 
seeking a place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, 
we invite you into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please 
contact Pastor Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to 
places around the country and around the world, as well as folks who are actively involved in 
the church who have never set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and 
beliefs as a progressive, open-minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation. Whether an 
expat or “vurcher” (one who attends church virtually each week), please join us each Sunday for 
worship and for other programs and educational experiences online throughout the week.  
 

No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey,  
you are welcome here. 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

TODAY: PACT LISTENING SESSIONS  
Following 11:00 a.m. worship  

 

Our congregation is blessed to work in partnership with 35 other churches, synagogues, masjids, 
and universities for justice in Miami-Dade County. Through PACT, we organize for affordable 
housing, gun violence prevention, community IDs, reducing arrests, and environmental 
justice.  Join us after worship as we gather in small groups to express the problems facing our 
lives and communities. Please join us in the Fellowship Hall to find your group. Lunch will be 
provided  

 
STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and 
friends, filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general 
church business. If you would like to be included, contact Elena at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 
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OUR CHURCH APP 
For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store 
or Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 
church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena 
Korallis, our Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 
IN OUR PRAYERS  

We remember all those places of war, violence and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace for 
all people around the world. Today’s prayers are especially with the people of Ukraine. A lighted 
candle on the altar symbolizes our prayers for peace, healing, compassion, and unity. 

FOOD PANTRY 
Your donations of food go a long way in helping the hungry of our community. Please drop off 
your bags of groceries at the church or you may also donate financially at gablesucc.org/give. 
Under the fund column, select “Food Pantry.” We also LOVE getting boxes from Amazon or 
other places filled with canned goods. 

 
SPANISH LANGUAGE WORSHIP 

If you are part of a Spanish-speaking family or would enjoy worshipping in Spanish, come and 
join us in the Chapel for a service bridging the Latin experience with a progressive theology. 
There is music, prayers, community building and refreshments.  

 
FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 

Open TODAY until 1:30 p.m.  
Summer Hours: Friday and Saturday from 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Shop in support of our justice ministry. Each of your purchases helps artisans in developing 
countries build strong, local economies. These skilled workers are paid fair-living wages while 
crafting sustainable products that do not harm the environment. No child labor is used. Come, 
check out the beautiful and interesting hand-crafted items, clothing, and jewelry. 

mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
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PRAYER REQUESTS    
Weekly, the Called to Care Team receives prayer requests from     church family and friends. 
Each Wednesday at 12:30 p.m., they gather in prayer over Zoom to lift up these prayer requests, 
to pray for the church, and for the needs of the world. If you have a prayer concern to be prayed 
over by Called to Care, you may text it to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email Carol 
Fifield at miamifife@gmail.com. 

 
 

LOTUS HOUSE 
Our Sunday School children and youth are supporting Lotus House Homeless Shelter in 
Overtown, and we need your Help! Throughout September, we are collecting new hairbrushes 
and combs. Children may bring donations with them to Sunday School. Adults may leave 
donations at reception or ship them to Pastor Megan at Gables UCC via online retailers.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                          
Wednesday, September 28 at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom  

Following up on Dr. Ibram Kendi’s presentation last week, we will hold an all-church study of 
his book, How to be an Antiracist. Leading us will be Dr. Edith Guffey, the former Associate 
General Minister and President of the UCC and one of the original authors of the UCC 
curriculum on Sacred Conversation. For the Zoom link please register in advance at: 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwsc-GppjwqH9zMd-KxXLP8Qji8tylFSh6D 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the 
meeting. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

WALKING GROUP 
Wednesdays, September 14 – November 16 from 6:00 p.m. – 7:15 p.m.  

 

Pastor Megan, church members, and friends for a weekly walk around the Granada Golf Course 
and back, approximately 4 miles. We will meet outside our church’s Fair Trade shop and leave 
the church together as we begin our walk. Just an FYI-Pastor Megan sets a brisk pace! Friends 
always welcome! Bring a flashlight. 

 
 

BOOK STUDY 
The Heart of the Buddha’s Teaching by Thich Nhat Hanh 

Sunday’s September 18 – November 13 at 9:45 a.m. in the Library 
Join us for as we learn from the wisdom of Buddhism by reading The Heart of the Buddha's 
Teaching: Transforming Suffering into Peace, Joy, and Liberation by Thich Nhat Hanh. Each 
week, we will have in-depth discussions on how the teachings of Buddhism can enlighten our 
faith and help us grow in compassion and peace.  Led by Bryan Hernandez. 

mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwsc-GppjwqH9zMd-KxXLP8Qji8tylFSh6D
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ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION 
Reading the Bible Again for the First Time 

Sundays, through October 2 at 9:45 a.m. in Havighorst Lounge and Zoom   
 

As children, many of us received a Bible and were told everything in it was true. Then we grew 
up. What was oh-so-simple then is…well, it’s not simple. Many mistakenly believe there are no 
choices for reading the Bible other than fundamentalism or simply rejecting it as something that 
can bring meaning to our lives.   
 

Using the title of the late Marcus Borg’s seminal book on this subject, we will see how it is 
possible to reconcile the Bible with both a scientific and critical way of thinking and our deepest 
spiritual needs. During these sessions, led by Pastor Laurie we will examine the biblical texts 
that are often used to judge, sometimes condemn, and often marginalize the LGBTQ+ 
community, women, and other faith traditions. You are invited to join this study series to “firm 
up” your own faithful understanding of scripture. After all, it’s in the Bible!   

 
STUDY 

The Transgender Child by Stephanie Brill and Rachel Pepper  
Sundays, October 2-30 from 12:15 p.m. - 1:15 p.m.   

In-Person program in Havighorst Lounge   
  

Ever since its initial publication in 2008, The Transgender Child has been lauded as the most 
trusted source of information for families wanting to understand and affirm their transgender, 
gender-expansive, or nonbinary child. Utilized around the world and translated into multiple 
languages, The Transgender Child has won accolades from medical and mental health 
professionals, teachers, and, most especially, from parents.   
 

The authors have now thoroughly updated their ground-breaking classic with expanded coverage 
of gender development, affirming parenting practices, mental health and wellness, medical 
decision making, legal advocacy, and how best to ensure school success, from preschool through 
the high school years. Drawing upon their extensive joint expertise as pioneers in the field of 
gender affirming care, and enriched with the wisdom of parents who’ve already walked this path, 
as well as the voices of multiple professional experts, Brill and Pepper once again provide a 
compassionate and educational guide for anyone who cares about, or works with, a child who 
falls outside expected gender norms. Refreshments and childcare provided.  Led by Kim Moore   
 

INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO KNOW… 
How do I become a member of the church?  

If you’ve wished for an open and embracing community of faith to nurture your spirit, 
 grow your faith and raise your children… we invite you to join our Gables UCC family.  

 

If you are interested in “inquiring” about Gables UCC and what it means to be a member of our 
family of faith, please contact Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org or 305.448.7421.  

 
LGBTQ+ LUNCHEON FOR NATIONAL COMING OUT DAY 

Sunday, October 9 at 12:00 p.m. at Pastor Laurie's Home 
“Come out” to Gables UCC for a luncheon to be in community with our LGBTQ+ members. 
Lunch will be provided. Join us after worship for a delicious lunch, supportive conversation, 
and, as always, lots of laughter and fun. RSVP to Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 

mailto:Laurieh@gablesucc.org
mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
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NEXT SUNDAY: WORLD COMMUNION AND CREATION JUSTICE COVENANT 
During 11:00 a.m. worship next Sunday, October 2, our congregation will vote to affirm our 
Creation Justice Covenant and join the Creation Justice Ministries Network. For the past year 
we have been in a process of discernment, education, and action around our commitment to 
becoming a Creation Justice Church and healing God's green earth. Please go to this link to read 
the Covenant: https://gablesucc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/GC-Covenant.pdf. 

 
RISE AGAINST HUNGER VOLUNTEER EVENT  

Saturday, October 8 from 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 
Rise Against Hunger is an international organization that supplies meals for people in need 
around the world. We will set up meal-packing stations in Fellowship Hall for this fun, engaging 
volunteer event. All ages are invited to attend and make meals with no experience needed. A 
donation of $20 per participant is welcome to help cover the cost of the meals prepared. Register 
for a shift at gablesucc.org/rah. 

 
“I WANT TO DO THAT…JUST NOT ALONE” GROUP  

An Evening with Neil deGrasse Tyson  
October 3 at 7:00 p.m. at the Knight Concert Hall  
 Tickets are $47 and includes a copy of the book 

 

Join other church members and friends for an intriguing evening that will surely expand your 
horizons. You purchase your own ticket and if you wish, gather at the church, and take the church 
shuttle to the event. Just let Pastor Laurie know you are attending, and we will include you in 
the group and on the shuttle. 
 

Neil deGrasse Tyson is an astrophysicist and the author of the No. 1 best seller Astrophysics for 
People in a Hurry, among other books. He is the director of the Hayden Planetarium at the 
American Museum of Natural History, where he has served since 1996. Dr. Tyson is also the 
host and co-founder of the Emmy-nominated podcast StarTalk and its spinoff StarTalk Sports 
Edition, which combines science, humor, and pop culture. His new book, Starry Messenger: 
Cosmic Perspectives on Civilization, will be published in September.Go to this link to get your 
ticket: www.arshtcenter.org/tickets/2022-2023/arsht-center-presents/neil-degrasse-tyson/. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 
     

SAVE THE DATE! 
An Evening with Rev. Nadia Bolz-Weber 

Saturday, November 19 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Nadia Bolz-Weber is an ordained Lutheran Pastor, founder of House for All Sinners & Saints in 
Denver, Colorado, the creator and host of The Confessional, and  the author of three New York 
Times bestselling memoirs: Pastrix; The Cranky, Beautiful Faith Of A Sinner & 
Saint, Accidental Saints; Finding God In All The Wrong People, and SHAMELESS; A Sexual 
Reformation. She writes and speaks about personal failings, recovery, grace, faith, and really, 
whatever else she wants to. To purchase tickets ($15) for an Evening with Nadia Bolz-Weber, 
please contact Pastor Megan at MeganS@gablesucc.org.  

--------------------------------------------------------- 

https://gablesucc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/GC-Covenant.pdf
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://gablesucc.org/rah&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw2a3ibhoYk1gEPHtJmM1A5k
http://www.arshtcenter.org/tickets/2022-2023/arsht-center-presents/neil-degrasse-tyson/
https://apple.co/2RAudYf
https://amzn.to/3tkUjys
https://amzn.to/3tkUjys
https://amzn.to/3wflKfy
https://amzn.to/2PFi71K
https://amzn.to/2PFi71K
mailto:MeganS@gablesucc.org
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TODAY!!! 


