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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.  

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME 

Know that in this space you are welcome as you are, for who you are. 

Together we celebrate all of God’s children – young, old and in-between;  

male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight and in-between;  

the assured, the doubting, and the in-between;  

the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between;  

the foolish, the wise, and the in-between. 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 

The novel coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World 

Health Organization.  As a result, federal, state, and local governments and agencies recommend 

social distancing and have, in many locations, prohibited the congregation of groups of people. 

We are doing everything we can to be compliant with all regulations and ensure your safety. We 

have put in place preventative measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19, but we cannot 

guarantee that you or family members will not become infected. By your presence in our church 

building, you agree to the following: On behalf of yourself and your children, you hereby release, 

covenant not to sue, discharge, and hold harmless the Coral Gables Congregational UCC, its 

employees, agents, and representatives, of and from all liabilities, claims, actions, damages, 

costs, or expenses of any kind arising out of or relating to your participation in our programs, 

services or activities. You understand and agree that this release includes any claims based on 

the actions, omissions, or negligence of this organization, its employees, agents, and 

representatives, whether a COVID-19 infection occurs before, during, or after participation in 

any such program, service, or activity.  

 

The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 

    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 

 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 

3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 

CCLI License # 11282912 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
August 28, 2022                      Our faith is over 2000 years old;                                 11:00 a.m. 

Our thinking is not. 

 

 

 

 

TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  

The difference between a vacation and a pilgrimage is one’s intention.  

                                                                                                          - Dr. Marcus Borg 

 

*Indicates all who are able may stand 

 

GATHERING MUSIC    
Dr. Greg Taylor, piano 

 

THE WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation.    
 

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are  

joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 
 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 

each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter. 
 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 

walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434 

or go to our church app. You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.  

For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are at the front doors. 

 
CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP      Bless the Lord                          Taizé 

J’von Brown and Brandon Mowry, vocalists 

 

OPENING PRAYER                      A Camino Prayer                                           Deborah Paris 
    

 

May I walk this day in the realm of grace, walking with You, my feet firmly on your 

earth-path, my heart loving all as kindred, my words and deeds alive with justice. May I 

walk as blessing, meeting blessing at every turn, in every challenge, blessing, in all 

opposition, blessing, in harm’s way, blessing. May I walk each step in this moment of 

grace, alert to hear You and awake enough to say a simple Yes. Amen. 

 
 

         

Please stand for the opening hymn. 

http://gablesucc.org/live
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*OPENING HYMN                     Tú has venido a la orilla  

(You Have Come down to the Lakeshore) 
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PASSING OF THE PEACE                                                                              Alice Keller  
 

One: As we travel on The Way, every moment of everyday we come upon people and 

situations that reflect the face of the Divine One. Let us recognize the Divine as 

we greet one another by saying; Peace be with you. 

    Many:  And also, with you.  
 

    If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, bow, hand over the heart, smile, or nod to others. 

If you are gathered with others at home, share words of peace with one another. 

 If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  

Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace with them.  

 

SUNG INTERLUDE                                                                                                   from Taizé                     

Bless the Lord, my soul and bless God’s holy name; 

Bless the Lord, my soul who leads me into life. 

 
THE GOSPEL LESSON             Matthew 3:18-22                                                Anne Schultz 

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and 

Andrew his brother, casting a net into the lake—for they were fishermen. And he said to them, 

‘Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.’ Immediately they left their nets and followed 

him. As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother 

John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called 

them. Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him. 

Friends, Listen! God is still speaking. 

Thanks be to God! 
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CHORAL RESPONSE         All the Way My Savior Leads Me                                       Tomlin 

J’von Brown and Brandon Mowry, vocalists 

 

POETRY OF EL CAMINO                                                                                    Carol Fifield  

 

THE PILGRIM PRAYER                                                                      Mariana Broadmeadow 
 

My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going. I do not see the road ahead of me. I 

cannot know for certain where it will end….Nor do I really know myself, and the fact 

that I think I am following your will does not mean that I am actually doing so. But I 

believe that the desire to please you does in fact please you. And I hope I have that desire 

in all that I am doing. I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire. And I 

know that if I do this, You will lead me by the right road, though I may know nothing 

about it. Therefore, will I trust you always though I may seem lost in the shadow of 

death. I will not fear, for you are ever with me, and you will never leave me to face my 

perils alone. Amen 

 

ONCE, TWICE, THREE TIMES A PILGRIM                                              Raul Hernandez 

 

REFLECTION                                                                                         The Rev. Megan Smith 

 

SUNG RESPONSE                                Bless the Lord                          Taizé                     

Bless the Lord, my soul and bless God’s holy name; 

Bless the Lord, my soul who leads me into life. 

 

INVITATION TO GIVE, SHARE, AND BELONG                        Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner 

 

SUNG BENEDICTION              The Way - A Sung Benediction                                    Johnson 

J’von Brown and Brandon Mowry, vocalists 

 

THE SENDING FORTH 

                                                       Please remain seated for the postlude 

 

POSTLUDE                          Malagueña  (from Suite Andalucía)                                  Lecuona  

Dr. Greg Taylor, piano 

 

Following the service, please enjoy the slide show of our pilgrimage in Fellowship Hall. 

Also, join us for our Connection Café.  

Come, enjoy some refreshments  as well as the chance to connect with others.   

  Visitors, we would LOVE to have you join us! 
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A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 
 

If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we 

have found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice 

seeking a place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, 

we invite you into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please 

contact Pastor Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  
 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to 

places around the country and around the world, as well as folks who are actively involved in 

the church who have never set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and 

beliefs as a progressive, open-minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation. Whether an 

expat or “vurcher” (one who attends church virtually each week), please join us each Sunday for 

worship and for other programs and educational experiences online throughout the week.  
 

No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey,  

you are welcome here. 
 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and 

friends, filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general 

church business. If you would like to be included, contact Elena at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 
 

OUR CHURCH APP 
For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store 

or Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 

church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena 

Korallis, our Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
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IN OUR PRAYERS  
We remember all those places of war, violence, and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace for 

all people around the world. Today’s prayers are especially with the people of Ukraine. A lighted 

candle on the altar symbolizes our prayers for peace, healing, compassion, and unity. 

 

FOOD PANTRY 

Your donations of food go a long way in helping the hungry of our community. Please drop off 

your bags of groceries at the church or you may also donate financially at gablesucc.org/give. 

Under the fund column, select “Food Pantry.” We also LOVE getting boxes from Amazon or 

other places filled with canned goods. 

 

FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 

Open TODAY until 1:30 p.m.  

Summer Hours: Friday and Saturday from 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Shop in support of our justice ministry. Each of your purchases helps artisans in developing 

countries build strong, local economies. These skilled workers are paid fair-living wages while 

crafting sustainable products that do not harm the environment. No child labor is used. Come, 

check out the beautiful and interesting hand-crafted items, clothing, and jewelry. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS    

Weekly, the Called to Care Team receives prayer requests from     church family and friends. 

Each Wednesday at 12:30 p.m., they gather in prayer over Zoom to lift up these prayer requests, 

to pray for the church, and for the needs of the world. If you have a prayer concern to be prayed 

over by Called to Care, you may text it to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email Carol 

Fifield at miamifife@gmail.com. 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO KNOW… 

How do I become a member of the church?  

If you’ve wished for an open and embracing community of faith to nurture your spirit, 

 grow your faith and raise your children… we invite you to join our Gables UCC family.  
 

If you are interested in “inquiring” about Gables UCC and what it means to be a member of our 

family of faith, please join us on Saturday, September 10 at 1:00 p.m. on Zoom. Contact Pastor 

Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org or 305.448.7421 for the link or more information.  

 

LOTUS HOUSE 
Our Sunday School children and youth are supporting Lotus House Homeless Shelter in 

Overtown, and we need your Help! Throughout August, we are collecting new backpacks, 

lunchboxes, glue, and boxes of crayons for the new school year. Children may bring donations 

with them to Sunday School. Adults may leave donations at reception or ship them to Pastor 

Megan at Gables UCC via Amazon or other online retailers.  

 

SPANISH LANGUAGE WORSHIP 

If you are part of a Spanish-speaking family or would enjoy worshipping in Spanish, come and 

join us in the Chapel for a service bridging the Latin experience with a progressive theology. 

There is music, prayers, community building and refreshments. Pastora Mairolet Vega welcomes 

you. 

mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
mailto:Laurieh@gablesucc.org
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MISSION STATEMENT (BUDGET) REVIEW  

Tuesday, August 30 at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom  
 

Church treasurer Tim Knoll will bring us up-to-date on our church budget, also known as our 

church’s mission statement, over Zoom this Tuesday evening. All church members are invited 

to attend to hear about our financial picture as we head into the fall season.  
 

------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION  

The Epistles of Peter and John  

Sundays, through September 4 at 9:45 a.m. in Havighorst Lounge or on Zoom  
 

Join Pastor Megan as we reflect on some letters in the New Testament canon that do not belong 

to Paul. Please read these short letters before we gather to discuss them and bring your Bible.  

August 28: The Second Letter of Peter ~ September 4: The First-Third Letters of John  
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EXPATS AND VURCHERS  

Sunday, September 11 at 12:30 p.m. via Zoom 

Join us for a gathering from around the world as we check in with our Gables UCC members 

and friends living outside of South Florida. Whether you have been a former member or friend 

of the church and have moved away, or have found a home with us virtually, we invite you to be 

connected through this special group just for you. To get the link, please be in touch with Pastor 

Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 

THIS FALL: ADULT CONFIRMATION  

In our faith tradition, Confirmation is a program by which young people have the opportunity to 

make a firm decision whether they will claim the name Christian for themselves and will offer 

up their prayers, presence, gifts, and service as a member of the United Church of Christ.  For 

years, adults who have not grown up in the UCC or even in the Protestant tradition; or who are 

just interested in a well-rounded survey course in Bible, church history, comparative religion, 

the United Church of Christ, ethics, mission, worship, and faith formation, have asked, “Is there 

an adult confirmation class?”   
 

While it’s been a few years, we can once again answer, “Why, yes there is!” Beginning in 

September, the pastors will offer an eight-session adult confirmation class that will parallel the 

class schedule of our confirmation program for young people. We are using the “adult” version 

of the confirmation materials that the young people use. At the end of the year-long study, a 

special service of blessing will be offered to the participants. To receive the schedule, 

information, or to register, please contact Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  
 

 

YOUTH CONFIRMATION 

Confirmation is the program by which young people in 8th or 9th grade prepare to “confirm” the 

baptismal vows that their parents took for them when they were much younger. It is their chance 

to say “yes” to their baptism and for the church to say “yes” to their growing faith. This fall, we 

will start a new confirmation class, with an opening retreat in September. If your child is 

interested in confirmation, please register at gablesucc.org/confirmation. 

 

GREEN CHRISTIANS INFORMATION SESSION 

On Sunday, September 4, we will begin the Season of Creation, a time in the liturgical calendar 

where we focus on God’s creation and our work for protecting the environment. After worship, 

we will have a special educational session in Havighorst Lounge to detail the progress of our 

work on becoming a Creation Justice Church and to introduce the covenant. 
 

The covenant is our commitment to live out the values of Creation Justice through our worship, 

prayer, building, policies, and action. On Sunday, October 2, we will vote on the covenant to 

be a Creation Justice church during our worship service. If you are interested in join the Green 

Christians, please email Pastor Aaron at AaronL@gablesucc.org. 

 

GARDEN WARRIORS  

Saturday, September 10 at 8:00 a.m. on the Church Grounds  

If you like to garden, pull weeds, plant flowers or just help make the exterior landscape of our 

historic church beautiful, then join us for a Garden Warriors’ workday. All volunteers will be 

welcomed and appreciated (kids too)! 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://gablesucc.org/confirmation&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw090i81zySFnT6_3RYzHLz1
mailto:AaronL@gablesucc.org
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OUR WHOLE LIVES:LIFESPAN SEXUALITY EDUCATION 

Gables UCC is proud to be one of two UCC churches in the state of Florida offering Our Whole 

Lives: Lifespan Sexuality Education program. In this day and age, this program is a must for our 

children and youth. Our Whole Lives teaches honest, accurate information about sexuality 

changes lives. It dismantles stereotypes and assumptions, builds self-acceptance and self-esteem, 

fosters healthy relationships, improves decision making, and has the potential to save lives. For 

these reasons and more, we are proud to offer Our Whole Lives (OWL), a comprehensive, 

lifespan sexuality education curricula.  
 

Want to learn more? You are invited to attend a Parent Information Sessions on Wednesday, 

September 7 at 7:00 p.m. or Saturday, September 10 at 11:00 a.m. For information, please 

contact Pastor Megan at MeganS@gablesucc.org. 

 

OUT OF DARKNESS WALK TO FIGHT SUICIDE 

Join the Coral Gables UCC for Mental Health team as we participate in the American Foundation 

for Suicide Prevention Out of the Darkness Walk on September 18, beginning at 9:00 a.m. at 

Tropical Park. For more information, please contact team captain Kim Moore at 

purplebunnyart@yahoo.com. 

 

WALKING GROUP 

Wednesdays, September 14 – November 16 from 6:00 p.m. – 7:15 p.m.  
 

Pastor Megan, church members, and friends for a weekly walk around the Granada Golf Course 

and back, approximately 4 miles. We will meet outside our church’s Fair Trade shop and leave 

the church together as we begin our walk. Just an FYI-Pastor Megan sets a brisk pace! Friends 

always welcome! Bring a flashlight. 
 

---------------------------------------------------- 
 

“I WANT TO DO THAT…JUST NOT ALONE” GROUP  

An Evening with Neil deGrasse Tyson  

October 3 at 7:00 p.m. at the Knight Concert Hall  

 Tickets are $47 and includes a copy of the book 
 

Join other church members and friends for an intriguing evening that will surely expand your 

horizons. You purchase your own ticket and if you wish, gather at the church, and take the church 

shuttle to the event. Just let Pastor Laurie know you are attending, and we will include you in 

the group and on the shuttle. 
 

Neil deGrasse Tyson is an astrophysicist and the author of the No. 1 best seller Astrophysics for 

People in a Hurry, among other books. He is the director of the Hayden Planetarium at the 

American Museum of Natural History, where he has served since 1996. Dr. Tyson is also the 

host and co-founder of the Emmy-nominated podcast StarTalk and its spinoff StarTalk Sports 

Edition, which combines science, humor, and pop culture.  
 

His new book, Starry Messenger: Cosmic Perspectives on Civilization, will be published in 

September. Go to this link to get your ticket: www.arshtcenter.org/tickets/2022-2023/arsht-

center-presents/neil-degrasse-tyson/. 

mailto:MeganS@gablesucc.org
mailto:purplebunnyart@yahoo.com
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On this 21st anniversary of 9/11, we will gather to pray side by side—Christian, Jew, 

Muslim, and all people of faith—to share grief and gratitude, to offer hope and healing, 

to forge the scars of conflict and loss into the sacredness of wholeness and peace, and 

to proclaim that love is stronger than hate.  

Joining with us will be Rabbi Robyn Fisher and members of Beth Or, Shabbir Motorwala 

and members of the Coalition of South Florida Muslim Organizations (COSMOS), and 

folks from our church community and beyond.   

Following the service, a fellowship meal will be served as we share in blessed 

community with one another. Join us as well for an opportunity to create art for social 

change. Artists from Design Matters, a local organization that engages everyday people 

in creating socially-conscious art, will lead us in making yard signs, bumper stickers, t-

shirts and more with a message of ending gun violence. We will provide art supplies, 

and no artistic expertise is necessary!   

 
There will also be a rock-climbing wall and train for children (of all ages!).  

A meaningful morning for all! 

 




