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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.  

 

 

 

 

WELCOME 

Know that in this space you are welcome as you are, for who you are. 

Together we celebrate all of God’s children – young, old and in-between;  

male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight and in-between;  

the assured, the doubting, and the in-between;  

the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between;  

the foolish, the wise, and the in-between. 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 

The novel coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World 

Health Organization.  As a result, federal, state, and local governments and agencies recommend 

social distancing and have, in many locations, prohibited the congregation of groups of people. 

We are doing everything we can to be compliant with all regulations and ensure your safety. We 

have put in place preventative measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19, but we cannot 

guarantee that you or family members will not become infected. By your presence in our church 

building, you agree to the following: On behalf of yourself and your children, you hereby release, 

covenant not to sue, discharge, and hold harmless the Coral Gables Congregational UCC, its 

employees, agents, and representatives, of and from all liabilities, claims, actions, damages, 

costs, or expenses of any kind arising out of or relating to your participation in our programs, 

services or activities. You understand and agree that this release includes any claims based on 

the actions, omissions, or negligence of this organization, its employees, agents, and 

representatives, whether a COVID-19 infection occurs before, during, or after participation in 

any such program, service, or activity.  

 

The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 

    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 

 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 

3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 

CCLI License # 11282912 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

August 14, 2022                      Our faith is over 2000 years old;                                 11:00 a.m. 

Our thinking is not. 

 

 

 

 

BACK TO SCHOOL SUNDAY  

Children are not things to be molded but are people to be unfolded. 

                                                                                                        ~  Jess Lair 
 

*Indicates all who are able may stand 
 

GATHERING MUSIC    

Dr. Greg Taylor, piano; Dr. Ron Morgan, organ 

 

THE WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                            

Amelia 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation.    
 

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are  

joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 
 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 

each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter. 
 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 

walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434 

or go to our church app. You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.  

For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are at the front doors. 

 

CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP       How Far I’ll Go                                          from Moana            

Victoria 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

Alexis  
 

     One:  Calling all children of the Living God: 
the gospel is good news for every age and every stage. 

     ALL:  Let us worship together, the young and the old. 
     One:  The good news is proclaimed in God’s words, 

and also with crayons, silly songs, snacks, and rest time. 
     ALL: Let us worship together, every generation. 
     One:  We come together with different abilities and disabilities, 

 learning in a rainbow of ways and styles. 
     ALL:  Let us worship together, with our family of faith. 

Please remain standing for the opening hymn. 

http://gablesucc.org/live
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*OPENING HYMN                    Tell Me the Stories of Jesus 
 

Tell me the stories of Jesus I love to hear; 

things I would ask Him to tell me if He were here: 

scenes by the wayside, tales of the sea, 

stories of Jesus, tell them to me. 
 

First let me hear how the children stood ‘round His knee, 

I shall imagine His blessing resting on me; 

words full of kindness, deeds full of grace, 

all in the brightness of Jesus’ face. 
 

Into the city I’d follow the children’s band, 

waving a branch of palm tree high in my hand; 

one of His heralds, yes, I would sing, 

Loudest hosannas, “Jesus is King!” 
 

Please be seated following the hymn. 
 

OPENING PRAYER                           

Paula Orr 
 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE                        Ode to Joy                                     

Ella, piano  
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Matthew  

    One: Here in this place, all our invited to share in God’s extravagant welcome and  

  love.  Let us extend such hospitality to one another by offering the peace of  

  Christ by saying, “The peace of Christ be with you.”  

    ALL:       And also with you.   

    If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, bow, hand over the heart, smile, or nod to others. 

If you are gathered with others at home, share words of peace with one another. 

 If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  

Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace with them.  
 

THE BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS                

Pastor Aaron and Pastor Megan 
 

Sharing the Blessing 

(Children may come forward to receive their backpack tag) 
 

Praying for the School Year 

 

GIFT OF MUSIC                                     Made New                     Brewster 

Greg Jackson & Brandon Mowry, vocalists  

Johnathan Hulett, percussion; Dr. Greg Taylor, piano 
 

You're taking me deeper; you're making me whole. 

With grace, you redeem me; You restore my soul. 

Now I'm made new because of You. 
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You hold my head up; you're making me whole. 

With grace you redeem me; You restore my soul. 

Now I'm made new because of You. 
 

You hold me head up; you remind me who I am. 

You hold my head up; I'm alive in You again. 

I'm made new. 
 

You're making me stronger; you're healing my heart. 

With Your hands You hold me and you set me apart. 

You are my salvation; I will not fear. 

You're the strength of my life. I won't fear. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE      

Pastor Megan 

 

A SUNG LORD’S PRAYER             

The congregation is invited to join in this echo prayer. 

                                                  

Forever and Ever, Amen 

The Vacation Bible Camp Singers 

Brody, Ella, Emery, Jason, Rachel, Kennedy, Preston, Helen, Maya, Ruth and Ms. Kira 
 

Our Father in heaven (Our Father in heaven) 

How awesome is your name (How awesome is your name) 

Your kingdom come your will be done (Your kingdom come your will be done) 

On earth as in heaven (On earth as in heaven) 
 

Give us this day our daily bread (Give us this day our daily bread) 

Forgive our sins as we forgive (Forgive our sins as we forgive) 

Lead us not into temptation (Lead us not into temptation) 

But deliver us from evil (Deliver us) 
 

For yours is the kingdom forever and ever 

Yours is the power forever, Amen 

Yours is the glory forever and ever 

Forever and ever and ever, Amen 
 

You taught us to pray, so we pray this way 

Jesus, you taught us to pray, so we pray this way 

You taught us to pray, so we pray this way 

Jesus, you taught us to pray, so we pray 

 

Give us this day our daily bread (Give us this day our daily bread) 

Forgive our sins as we forgive (Forgive our sins as we forgive) 

Lead us not into temptation (Lead us not into temptation) 

But deliver us from evil (Deliver us) 
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For yours is the kingdom forever and ever 

Yours is the power forever, Amen 

Yours is the glory forever and ever 

Forever and ever and ever, Amen 

Forever and ever and ever, Amen 

Forever and ever and ever, Amen 

 

THE MORNING MESSAGE           Boxes of Emotions 

Ari, Breeze, Connor, Jackson, Matthew, Olivia, Sol, and Yannick 

 

I Will Rise 

Andrea Cabrera-Elguezabal and Anthony Cabrera 

 

INVITATION TO GIVE, SHARE, AND BELONG   

Pastor Laurie 

 

*THE SENDING FORTH 

    One: Children, families, and all who love them,  

go out into the beautiful world that God has made!  

Go and play!  

Go and learn!  

Go and love others!  

May you be filled with lovingkindness for yourself and everyone around you.  

May the prayers of your faith community keep you safe, healthy, and full of joy.  

    ALL: Amen. 

 

*SUNG BENEDICTION                    Alleluia, Alleluia! 

On verse two, you are invited to raise your hands in glory to God. 

 

*POSTLUDE                                 

Dr. Greg Taylor, piano 
 

Following the service, please join us in the Fellowship Hall for our Connection Café.  

Come, enjoy some refreshments  as well as the chance to connect with others.   

Today, there are lots of board games, ping pong, and puzzles set up for all to enjoy.   

  Visitors, we would LOVE to have you join us! 
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A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 
 

If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we 

have found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice 

seeking a place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, 

we invite you into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please 

contact Pastor Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  
 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to 

places around the country and around the world, as well as folks who are actively involved in 

the church who have never set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and 

beliefs as a progressive, open-minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation. Whether an 

expat or “vurcher” (one who attends church virtually each week), please join us each Sunday for 

worship and for other programs and educational experiences online throughout the week.  
 

No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey,  

you are welcome here. 
 

 

 

 

 

TODAY AFTER WORSHIP… 
 

INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO KNOW??? 

How do I become a member of the church?  

If you’ve wished for an open and embracing community of faith to nurture your spirit, 

 grow your faith and raise your children… we invite you to join our Gables UCC family.  
 

If you are interested in “inquiring” about Gables UCC and what it means to be a member of our 

family of faith, please join us at 12:15 p.m. in Havighorst Lounge for a light lunch and the 

opportunity to learn more about Gables UCC, what we stand for, believe in, and what it means 

to be a church member. If you can’t join us today but are interested, please be in touch with 

Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org or 305.448.7421.  If you would like to attend via Zoom, 

please also let Pastor Laurie know.  
 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and 

friends, filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general 

church business. If you would like to be included, contact Elena at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 
 

OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store 

or Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 

church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena 

Korallis, our Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS  

We remember all those places of war, violence and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace for 

all people around the world. Today’s prayers are especially with the people of Ukraine. A lighted 

candle on the altar symbolizes our prayers for peace, healing, compassion, and unity. 

mailto:Laurieh@gablesucc.org
mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
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FOOD PANTRY 

Your donations of food go a long way in helping the hungry of our community. Please drop off 

your bags of groceries at the church or you may also donate financially at gablesucc.org/give. 

Under the fund column, select “Food Pantry.” We also LOVE getting boxes from Amazon or 

other places filled with canned goods. 

 

FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 

Open TODAY until 1:30 p.m.  

Summer Hours: Friday and Saturday from 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Shop in support of our justice ministry. Each of your purchases helps artisans in developing 

countries build strong, local economies. These skilled workers are paid fair-living wages while 

crafting sustainable products that do not harm the environment. No child labor is used. Come, 

check out the beautiful and interesting hand-crafted items, clothing, and jewelry. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS    

Weekly, the Called to Care Team receives prayer requests from     church family and friends. 

Each Wednesday at 12:30 p.m., they gather in prayer over Zoom to lift up these prayer requests, 

to pray for the church, and for the needs of the world. If you have a prayer concern to be prayed 

over by Called to Care, you may text it to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email Carol 

Fifield at miamifife@gmail.com. 

 

LOTUS HOUSE 

Our Sunday School children and youth are supporting Lotus House Homeless Shelter in 

Overtown, and we need your Help! Throughout August, we are collecting new backpacks, 

lunchboxes, glue, and boxes of crayons for the new school year. Children may bring donations 

with them to Sunday School. Adults may leave donations at reception or ship them to Pastor 

Megan at Gables UCC via Amazon or other online retailers.  

 

 

mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
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COMING THIS FALL… 

In our faith tradition, Confirmation is a program by which young people have the opportunity to 

make a firm decision whether they will claim the name Christian for themselves and will offer 

up their prayers, presence, gifts, and service as a member of the United Church of Christ.  For 

years, adults who have not grown up in the UCC or even in the Protestant tradition; or who are 

just interested in a well-rounded survey course in Bible, church history, comparative religion, 

the United Church of Christ, ethics, mission, worship, and faith formation, have asked, “Is there 

an adult confirmation class?”   
 

While it’s been a few years, we can once again answer, “Why, yes there is!” Beginning in 

September, the pastors will offer an eight-session adult confirmation class that will parallel the 

class schedule of our confirmation program for young people. We are using the “adult” version 

of the confirmation materials that the young people use. At the end of the year-long study, a 

special service of blessing will be offered to the participants. To receive the schedule, 

information, or to register, please contact Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  
 

------------------------------------------------ 
 

COMMUNITY ARTS PROGRAM SUMMER CONCERT SERIES 

Our Community Arts Program (CAP) 2022 Summer Concert Series concludes on Thursday, 

August 18 at 8:00 p.m. in our sanctuary with Sarah Vaughan 

International Jazz Vocal Competition winner Quiana Lynell!  
 

A feast of soul, gospel, R&B, groove and jazz, Quiana Lynell 

is a truth-seeking storyteller with a spirited resolve. She 

covers a wide range of songs: from Nina Simone to Chaka 

Khan, from Duke to the Gershwins, from Donny Hathaway to 

Irma Thomas, and others. The Community Arts Program 

2022 Summer Concert Series of Starry, Starry Nights! 

finishes when Quiana Lynell’s vocal prowess sparkles with a 

band of incredible instrumentalists!  
 

Tickets $35-$50 ($5 more at the door on concert nights)  

305.448.7421, ext. 153 ~ www.CommunityArtsProgram.org  

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

http://www.communityartsprogram.org/
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We are Gables UCC strong in the community and beyond! 

 

 

WARM UP SESSION AT 7:00 A.M. ~ RACE TIME 7:30 A.M. 

REGISTRATION FEES: GALLOP $30/TROT/WALK $30/PICKNEY GALLOP $15.00 
 

This event is the vision of church member Dr. Tina Scott to raise funds for schools in Jamaica.  

Dubbed the 5K Gallop, the race will take place on August 27, 2022, at the Miami Metro Zoo to 

raise money as well as celebrate Jamaica’s 60th anniversary of independence. We have pledged 

our church’s support and participation to Tina, and each of us can help!  
 

We are encouraging church members and friends to run or walk the 5K, to volunteer as helpers 

that day, or to donate.  For all you walkers/runners, please register online at www.5Kgallop.org 

and let Pastor Laurie know that you registered so we can be together that day. If you can 

volunteer, please also let her know and she will share your name with Tina. And if you can 

donate, please go to the website at www.5Kgallop.org and give generously.  

http://www.5kgallop.org/
http://www.5kgallop.org/
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CORAL GABLES CONGREGATIONAL UCC STAFF DIRECTORY 

305.448.7421 (Extensions listed below)  
 

Ministers 

All Members of the Church 

 

Pastoral Staff 

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor                      LaurieH@gablesucc.org  ext. 116 

The Rev. Megan Smith, Associate Pastor                             MeganS@gablesucc.org ext. 119 

The Rev. Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor                               AaronL@gablesucc.org ext. 117 

 

Program Staff 

German Worship Information                                                GermanMinistry@gablesucc.org 

Mark Hart, Exec. Dir. of the Community Arts Program        MarkH@gablesucc.org  ext. 120 

The Rev. Mairolet Vega, Spanish Worship                                      Mairoletvega@gmail.com  

The Rev. Lisa LeSueur, Assistant Pastor for Congregational and Staff Care       

                                                                                                   LisaL@gablesucc.org  ext. 150 

Dr. Ronald Morgan, Director of Music Ministries                    RonM@gablesucc.org  ext.121 

Brooke Bagnall-Koger, Director of Early Childhood Center              

                                                                                             BrookeB@gablesucc.  org ext. 315                  

    To contact Early Childhood Center, please call:                                              305.444.9792 

 

Support Staff 

Anthony Cabrera, Minister of Liturgical Arts                                            Cabreraa25@att.net 

Kris Coney, Sound Technician                                                                  info@gablesucc.org 

Allen Feldman, Pew Organizer                                           

Elena Korallis, Communications Director                                ElenaK@gablesucc.org ext.113 

Seth Patterson, Youth Bell Choir Director                                             smpatter@samford.edu  

Tony Prinzi, Print, Rentals & Reception Coordinator              TonyP@gablesucc.org  ext. 100 

Dennis Rodrigues CPA, Business Manager                DennisR@gablesucc.org ext.130 

Mariana Broadmeadow, Interim Life Events Coordinator   MarianaB@gablesucc.org ext.114 

Dr. Gregory Taylor, Parish Musician                                                       Gregpiano1@aol.com 

Alexandra Woods, Children‘s Choir Director                              Awoods@cushmanschool.org 

 

Maintenance and Custodial Team 

Rene Dominguez (Lead Custodian) 

Carlos Barrios, Rosario Noriega, Eddie Oviedo 

 

               
 

      WE ARE OUT OF THE BOX PEOPLE 

 
 

 

 

mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
mailto:MeganS@gablesucc.org
mailto:AaronL@gablesucc.org
mailto:GermanMinistry@gablesucc.org
mailto:MarkH@gablesucc.org
mailto:LisaL@gablesucc.org
mailto:RonM@gablesucc.org
mailto:BrookeB@gablesucc.org
mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
mailto:smpatter@samford.edu
mailto:TonyP@gablesucc.org
mailto:DennisR@gablesucc.org
mailto:MarianaB@gablesucc.org
mailto:Gregpiano1@aol.com
mailto:Awoods@cushmanschool.org
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