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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.  
 

 
 
 

 
WELCOME 

Know that in this space you are welcome as you are, for who you are. 
Together we celebrate all of God’s children – young, old and in-between;  

male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight and in-between;  
the assured, the doubting, and the in-between;  
the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between;  

the foolish, the wise, and the in-between. 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
The novel coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World 
Health Organization.  As a result, federal, state, and local governments and agencies recommend 
social distancing and have, in many locations, prohibited the congregation of groups of people. 
We are doing everything we can to be compliant with all regulations and ensure your safety. We 
have put in place preventative measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19, but we cannot 
guarantee that you or family members will not become infected. By your presence in our church 
building, you agree to the following: On behalf of yourself and your children, you hereby release, 
covenant not to sue, discharge, and hold harmless the Coral Gables Congregational UCC, its 
employees, agents, and representatives, of and from all liabilities, claims, actions, damages, 
costs, or expenses of any kind arising out of or relating to your participation in our programs, 
services or activities. You understand and agree that this release includes any claims based on 
the actions, omissions, or negligence of this organization, its employees, agents, and 
representatives, whether a COVID-19 infection occurs before, during, or after participation in 
any such program, service, or activity.  

 
The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 
    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 
 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 
3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 
CCLI License # 11282912 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
August 7, 2022                        Our faith is over 2000 years old;                                 11:00 a.m. 

Our thinking is not. 
 
 
 
 

NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  
Sacred moments, the moments of miracle, are often everyday moments, the moments which, if 
we do not look with more than our eyes or listen with more than our ears, reveal only . . . a 
garden, a stranger coming down the road behind us, a meal like any other meal. But if we look 
with our hearts, if we listen with our being and imagination . . . what we may see is Jesus himself.  
                                                                                                                    ~Frederick Buechner 

 

*Indicates all who are able may stand 
 
GATHERING MUSIC    

Dr. Greg Taylor, piano; Dr. Ron Morgan, organ 
 
THE WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation.    

 

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are  
joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 
each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter. 
 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 
walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434 
or go to our church app. You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.  
For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are at the front doors. 

 
CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP       Jesus Your Name          

Anthony Cabrera, Mark Hart, Nicole Schommer, Alex Woods; vocalists 

Jesus Your name is power; Jesus, Your name is might. 
Jesus, Your name will break every stronghold; Jesus, Your name is life. 

Jesus Your name is healing; Jesus, Your name gives sight. 
Jesus, Your name will free every captive; Jesus, Your name is life. 

Jesus Your name is holy; Jesus, Your name brings light. 
Jesus, Your name above every other; Jesus, Your name is life. 

 
 

http://gablesucc.org/live
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*CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

    One:  Sometimes good things are right in front of us and we don’t see them.  
    Many:  Our fears and our prejudices blind us.  
    One:  Open your eyes this day to see the goodness of the Lord.  
    Many:  Open our hearts, gracious God, to receive your blessings.  
    One:  Alleluia!  
    Many:  Alleluia!  

 
*OPENING HYMN                          God Is Truly with Us   
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*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
    One: There are no strangers in God’s House, just friends we have not yet met. 

Greet your neighbor with Christian love and let them know that you’re glad  
to see them! And to those worshipping online, we are so very glad you are with 
us as well. Peace be with all of you.       

    Many:       And also with you.   
 

    If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, bow, hand over the heart, smile, or nod to others. 
If you are gathered with others at home, share words of peace with one another. 

 If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  
Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace with them.  

 
SUNG INTERLUDE                                                                                                   from Taizé                     

Bless the Lord, my soul and bless God’s holy name; 
Bless the Lord, my soul who leads me into life. 

 
THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  

Grabiel Rojas Cordova   
    
THE INVITATION   

 VOWS OF BAPTISM       

  PRAYER OF BAPTISM AND OUR SAVIOR’S PRAYER  
Our Creator who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

     
INTRODUCTION TO THE CHURCH FAMILY   

THE SCRIPTURE LESSON                Luke 24:13-32  
 

Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles 
from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. While 
they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes 
were kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each 
other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name 
was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the 
things that have taken place there in these days?” He asked them, “What things?” They replied, 
“The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God 
and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to 
death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and 
besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. Moreover, some women of 
our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, and when they did not find 
his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who 
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said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as 
the women had said; but they did not see him.” Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you 
are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary 
that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” Then beginning with 
Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.  
 

As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going 
on. But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the 
day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, 
he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they 
recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. They said to each other, “Were not our 
hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the 
scriptures to us?”  
 

Friends, listen, God is still speaking!  
Thanks be to God! 

 
MORNING MESSAGE                    Elephant in the Pew  

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner  
 
CHORAL RESPONSE                      Savior God Above                               Duke Ellington  

Greg Jackson, vocalist  
 

 

Lord, dear Lord above, God almighty, 
God of love, please look down and see my people through. 

 

I believe that God put sun and moon up in the sky. 
I don't mind the gray skies 

'cause they're just clouds passing by. 
 

Heaven is a goodness time. 
A brighter light on high. 

 

Do unto others as you would have them do to you. 
 

And have a brighter by and by. 
 

Lord, dear Lord above, God almighty, 
God of love, please look down and see my people through. 

 

I believe God is now, was then and always will be. 
With God's blessing we can make it through eternity. 

 

Lord, dear Lord above, God almighty, 
God of love, please look down and see my people through. 

 
At this time, you may text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 

or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com to be included in this morning’s prayers and during 
the Called to Care prayer time on Wednesday. 

 
THE MORNING PRAYERS  
 

https://www.definitions.net/definition/please
https://www.definitions.net/definition/people
https://www.definitions.net/definition/believe
https://www.definitions.net/definition/clouds
https://www.definitions.net/definition/goodness
https://www.definitions.net/definition/brighter
https://www.definitions.net/definition/others
https://www.definitions.net/definition/would
https://www.definitions.net/definition/brighter
https://www.definitions.net/definition/please
https://www.definitions.net/definition/people
https://www.definitions.net/definition/believe
https://www.definitions.net/definition/always
https://www.definitions.net/definition/blessing
https://www.definitions.net/definition/through
https://www.definitions.net/definition/please
https://www.definitions.net/definition/people
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SUNG RESPONSE                               Eagle’s Wings           
 

And God will raise you up on eagles' wings 
Bear you on the breath of dawn 
Make you to shine like the sun 

And hold you in the palm of God’s hand 
 
INVITATION TO GIVE, SHARE, AND BELONG 

Dr. Tina Scott 
  

*CLOSING HYMN                            You Are the Way        

 
*THE SENDING FORTH                                                        
    One:  As you go from here, know that God is always with you.  

Do not be shaken, for God is right beside you.  
God will show you the way that leads to life!  

    ALL:  Amen.  
 

Please be seated for the postlude. 
 

POSTLUDE                                Hungarian Rhapsody no.11                                              Liszt 
Dr. Greg Taylor, piano 

 

Following the service, please join us in the Fellowship Hall for our Connection Café.  
Come, enjoy some refreshments  as well as the chance to connect with others.   

  Visitors, we would LOVE to have you join us! 
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A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 
 

If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we 
have found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice 
seeking a place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, 
we invite you into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please 
contact Pastor Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to 
places around the country and around the world, as well as folks who are actively involved in 
the church who have never set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and 
beliefs as a progressive, open-minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation. Whether an 
expat or “vurcher” (one who attends church virtually each week), please join us each Sunday for 
worship and for other programs and educational experiences online throughout the week.  
 

No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey,  
you are welcome here. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TODAY AFTER WORSHIP…SERMON FEEDBACK CAFÉ  

12:30 p.m. in Havighorst Lounge 
 

Following worship this morning, grab some refreshments in the Fellowship Hall and then join 
us at 12:30 p.m. for a conversation with Pastor Laurie about her sermon for the day. Dissenting 
views are encouraged! For those worshipping online, you will need to join us by Zoom. The link  
is https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87656533730?pwd=K20reXV5Y2JzcDlyYzJoWVZreFZPZz09 
Meeting ID: 876 5653 3730   Passcode: UCC. 

 

STAY IN TOUCH 
Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and 
friends, filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general 
church business. If you would like to be included, contact Elena at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 
OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store 
or Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 
church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena 
Korallis, our Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 
IN OUR PRAYERS  

We remember all those places of war, violence and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace for 
all people around the world. Today’s prayers are especially with the people of Ukraine. A lighted 
candle on the altar symbolizes our prayers for peace, healing, compassion, and unity. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87656533730?pwd=K20reXV5Y2JzcDlyYzJoWVZreFZPZz09
mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
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FOOD PANTRY 

Your donations of food go a long way in helping the hungry of our community. Please drop off 
your bags of groceries at the church or you may also donate financially at gablesucc.org/give. 
Under the fund column, select “Food Pantry.” We also LOVE getting boxes from Amazon or 
other places filled with canned goods. 

 
FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 

Open TODAY until 1:30 p.m.  
Summer Hours: Friday and Saturday from 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Shop in support of our justice ministry. Each of your purchases helps artisans in developing 
countries build strong, local economies. These skilled workers are paid fair-living wages while 
crafting sustainable products that do not harm the environment. No child labor is used. Come, 
check out the beautiful and interesting hand-crafted items, clothing, and jewelry. 

 
PRAYER REQUESTS    

Weekly, the Called to Care Team receives prayer requests from     church family and friends. 
Each Wednesday at 12:30 p.m., they gather in prayer over Zoom to lift up these prayer requests, 
to pray for the church, and for the needs of the world. If you have a prayer concern to be prayed 
over by Called to Care, you may text it to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email Carol 
Fifield at miamifife@gmail.com. 

 
 DINNER FOR UPCOMING SIXTH GRADERS 

This Thursday, August 11 at 6:30 p.m. in the Catalonia Guest House 
 

Do you have an upcoming 6th Grader in your family? Then you are invited to join Pastors Megan 
and Aaron for an evening meal, conversation, and learning more about our Middle School 
ministries at Gables UCC. Please RSVP with Pastor Aaron at AaronL@gablesucc.org. Both 
parents and youth are invited.  

 
 

mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://calendar.google.com/&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw3_YTwQvrN3QXY7ftADjQkw
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GARDEN WARRIORS 
Saturday, August 13 at 8:00 p.m. on the Church Grounds  

 

If you like to garden, pull weeds, plant flowers, or just help make the exterior landscape of our 
historic church beautiful, then join us for a Garden Warriors’ workday. All volunteers will be 
welcomed and appreciated (kids too)!  

 
INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO KNOW… 
How do I become a member of the church?  

If you’ve wished for an open and embracing community of faith to nurture your spirit, 
 grow your faith, and raise your children… we invite you to join our Gables UCC family.  

 

If you are interested in “inquiring” about Gables UCC and what it means to be a member of our 
family of faith, please join us next Sunday, August 14 at 12:15 p.m. in Havighorst Lounge for 
a light lunch and the opportunity to learn more about Gables UCC, what we stand for, believe 
in, and what it means to be a church member.   For more info or to register, please contact Pastor 
Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org or 305.448.7421.  If you would like to attend via Zoom, please 
also let Pastor Laurie know.  
  

NEXT SUNDAY: BACK TO SCHOOL SUNDAY  
Join us for an inspiring worship experience, that is sure to renew your spirit, as we gather for our 
annual Back to School Sunday Worship. We will have a special blessing for all students (no 
matter their age), teachers, administrations, maintenance staff, and all school employees. Bring 
your backpacks and laptops and we will bless them too!  After worship, we will have lots of 
board games, ping pong, puzzles, and refreshments set up in Fellowship Hall for all to enjoy.  
 

Our Sunday School children and youth are supporting Lotus House Homeless Shelter in 
Overtown, and we need your HELP! In August, we are collecting new backpacks, lunchboxes, 
glue, and boxes of crayons for the new school year. Children may bring donations with them to 
Sunday School. Adults may leave donations at reception or ship them to Pastor Megan at Gables 
UCC via Amazon or other online retailers.  

mailto:Laurieh@gablesucc.org
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COMING THIS FALL… 
In our faith tradition, Confirmation is a program by which young people have the opportunity to 
make a firm decision whether they will claim the name Christian for themselves and will offer 
up their prayers, presence, gifts, and service as a member of the United Church of Christ.  For 
years, adults who have not grown up in the UCC or even in the Protestant tradition; or who are 
just interested in a well-rounded survey course in Bible, church history, comparative religion, 
the United Church of Christ, ethics, mission, worship, and faith formation, have asked, “Is there 
an adult confirmation class?”   
 

While it’s been a few years, we can once again answer, “Why, yes there is!” Beginning in 
September, the pastors will offer an eight-session adult confirmation class that will parallel the 
class schedule of our confirmation program for young people. We are using the “adult” version 
of the confirmation materials that the young people use. At the end of the year-long study, a 
special service of blessing will be offered to the participants. To receive the schedule, 
information, or to register, please contact Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  
 

------------------------------------------------ 
 

COMMUNITY ARTS PROGRAM SUMMER CONCERT SERIES 
Our Community Arts Program (CAP) 2022 Summer Concert Series concludes on Thursday, 

August 18 at 8:00 p.m. in our sanctuary with Sarah Vaughan 
International Jazz Vocal Competition winner Quiana Lynell!  
 

A feast of soul, gospel, R&B, groove and jazz, Quiana Lynell 
is a truth-seeking storyteller with a spirited resolve. She 
covers a wide range of songs: from Nina Simone to Chaka 
Khan, from Duke to the Gershwins, from Donny Hathaway to 
Irma Thomas, and others. The Community Arts Program 
2022 Summer Concert Series of Starry, Starry Nights! 
finishes when Quiana Lynell’s vocal prowess sparkles with a 
band of incredible instrumentalists!  

 

Tickets $35-$50 ($5 more at the door on concert nights)  
305.448.7421, ext. 153 ~ www.CommunityArtsProgram.org  

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

http://www.communityartsprogram.org/
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This event is the vision of church member Dr. Tina Scott to raise funds for schools in Jamaica.  
Dubbed the 5K Gallop, the race will take place on August 27, 2022, at the Miami Metro Zoo to 
raise money as well as celebrate Jamaica’s 60th anniversary of independence. We have pledged 
our church’s support and participation to Tina, and each of us can help!  
 
We are encouraging church members and friends to run or walk the 5K, to volunteer as helpers 
that day, or to donate.  For all you walkers/runners, please register online at www.5Kgallop.org 
and let Pastor Laurie know that you registered so we can be together that day. If you can 
volunteer, please also let her know and she will share your name with Tina. And if you can 
donate, please go to the website at www.5Kgallop.org and give generously.  
 

We are Gables UCC strong in the community and beyond. 

 

 

http://www.5kgallop.org/
http://www.5kgallop.org/

