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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.

WELCOME
Know that in this space you are welcome as you are, for who you are.
Together we celebrate all of God’s children – young, old and in-between;
male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight and in-between;
the assured, the doubting, and the in-between;
the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between;
the foolish, the wise, and the in-between.
PLEASE NOTE:
The novel coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World
Health Organization. As a result, federal, state, and local governments and agencies recommend
social distancing and have, in many locations, prohibited the congregation of groups of people.
We are doing everything we can to be compliant with all regulations and ensure your safety. We
have put in place preventative measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19, but we cannot
guarantee that you or family members will not become infected. By your presence in our church
building, you agree to the following: On behalf of yourself and your children, you hereby release,
covenant not to sue, discharge, and hold harmless the Coral Gables Congregational UCC, its
employees, agents, and representatives, of and from all liabilities, claims, actions, damages,
costs, or expenses of any kind arising out of or relating to your participation in our programs,
services or activities. You understand and agree that this release includes any claims based on
the actions, omissions, or negligence of this organization, its employees, agents, and
representatives, whether a COVID-19 infection occurs before, during, or after participation in
any such program, service, or activity.
The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor
The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor
The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations
Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ
3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317
Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org
CCLI License # 11282912
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
Our faith is over 2000 years old;
Our thinking is not.

July 24, 2022

11:00 a.m.

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Our uniqueness, our individuality, and our life experiences mold us into fascinating beings. I
hope we can embrace that. I pray we may all challenge ourselves to delve into the deepest
resources of our hearts to cultivate an atmosphere of understanding, acceptance, tolerance,
and compassion. We are all in this life together.
~ Linda Thompson
*Indicates all who are able may stand
GATHERING MUSIC
Dr. Greg Taylor, piano; Dr. Ron Morgan, organ
THE WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation.
Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are
joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC.
Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online
each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live.
Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter.
Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these
walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text
“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434
or go to our church app. You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.
For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are at the front doors.
CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP
Imagine
Lennon
Anthony Cabrera, Mark Hart, Greg Jackson, and Brandon Mowry; vocalists
*CALL TO WORSHIP
One:
MANY:
One:
MANY:
One:
MANY:

A love that never ceases,
A creativity that designed the universe,
A hope that cannot be quenched,
A pursuit of reconciliation no matter the cost:
These are the things that are of God,
Then let us worship God.
Please remain standing for the opening hymn.
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*OPENING HYMN

God of Mercy, God of Grace

Kocher/Monk

God of mercy, God of grace, show the brightness of your face.
Shine upon us, Savior, shine; fill your Church with light divine,
and your saving health extend to the earth's remotest end.
Let the people praise you, God! Be by all that live adored.
Let the nations shout and sing love to all each human being;
at your feet their tribute pay and your holy will obey.
Let the people praise you, God, then enjoy your rich reward!
God to us Your blessing give; we to You devoted live,
all below and all above, one in joy and light and love.
*PASSING OF THE PEACE
One:
There are no strangers in God’s House, just friends we have not yet met.
Greet your neighbor with Christian love and let them know that you’re glad
to see them! And to those worshipping online, we are so very glad you are with
us as well. Peace be with all of you.
Many:
And also with you.
If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, bow, hand over the heart, smile, or nod to others.
If you are gathered with others at home, share words of peace with one another.
If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.
Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace with them.
SUNG INTERLUDE
Bless the Lord, my soul and bless God’s holy name;
Bless the Lord, my soul who leads me into life.
SCRIPTURE LESSON
Psalm 58
Do you indeed decree what is right, you gods?
Do you judge people fairly?
No, in your hearts you devise wrongs;
your hands deal out violence on earth.
The wicked go astray from the womb;
they err from their birth, speaking lies.
They have venom like the venom of a serpent,
like the deaf adder that stops its ear,
so that it does not hear the voice of charmers
or of the cunning enchanter.
O God, break the teeth in their mouths;
tear out the fangs of the young lions, O LORD!
Let them vanish like water that runs away;
like grass let them be trodden down and wither.
Continued…
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from Taizé

Let them be like the snail that dissolves into slime,
like the untimely birth that never sees the sun.
Sooner than your pots can feel the heat of thorns,
whether green or ablaze, may he sweep them away!
The righteous will rejoice when they see vengeance done;
they will bathe their feet in the blood of the wicked.
People will say, “Surely there is a reward for the righteous;
surely there is a God who judges on earth.”
Friends, listen. God is still speaking.
Thanks be to God.
THE MORNING MESSAGE

Elephant in the Pew
The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner

CHORAL RESPONSE
Let Us Pray for Peace
Keesecker
Anthony Cabrera, Mark Hart, Greg Jackson, and Brandon Mowry; vocalists
At this time, you may text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482
or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com to be included in this morning’s prayers and during
the Called to Care prayer time on Wednesday.
Let us pray for peace, for the healing of creation,
May God’s truth and justice mend every breach; may we learn to live as one.
Let us pray for love, for the grace to offer mercy.
May compassion guide our way in the world,
May forgiveness heal division, may forgiveness heal us all.
We pray for peace; we pray for understanding.
Pray that hatred cease, and God’s reign is known on earth.
God’s reign is known on earth.
Hear our prayer for peace.
Hear our prayer for love,
Hear our voices, Lord, this day, we pray.
Lord, we pray for peace,
For the healing of creation.
May your truth and justice mend every breach; may we learn to live as one.
You know our hearts; you know our selfish struggles.
Take away our pride and fill us all with you.
And fill us all with you.
Fill us with your peace, Fill us with your love,
Fill us this day, O Lord, we pray.
May your will be done, here on earth as it is in heaven.
May your reign of love be known in our lives,
may your will be done among us.
May we do your will, Amen.
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THE MORNING PRAYERS AND OUR SAVIOR’S PRAYER
Our Creator who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
SUNG RESPONSE

Lead us from death to life, from falsehood to truth;
from despair to hope, from fear to trust.
Lead us from hate to love, from war to peace;
Let peace fill our hearts, let peace fill our world, let peace fill our universe.

INVITATION TO GIVE, SHARE, AND BELONG
*CLOSING HYMN

God, Our Anger at Injustice

Gary Hopkins, 2020

God, our anger at injustice swells from deep within our core:
anger at decision makers for oppression we deplore;
anger at the ones who lead us for indifference to the poor;
anger at the lies, deception, selfishness that we abhor.
Channel grief and anger in us; let us be your voice and hands.
Spirit, guide our justice-seeking, take us where your love demands.
Christ destroys the powers and forces, chains of bondage, unjust strife,
not by might and raging violence but a sacrificial life.
How long, Maker, Word, and Spirit, till such evils are reversed?
How long till your reign is finished and the last become the first?
Hear us God, we pray for justice, hear our cries for those oppressed,
hear our voices, never silenced, till the least are truly blessed.
*THE SENDING FORTH

One:

As you go forth from this place, may you this week…
Mend a quarrel
Search out a forgotten friend
Dismiss suspicion and replace it with trust
Write a love letter
Share some treasures
Encourage youth
Manifest your loyalty in a word or deed
Keep a promise
Find the time
Forego a grudge
Forgive an enemy
Listen
Apologize if you were wrong.
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Many:

We will laugh a little more
Decry complacency
Express our gratitude
Worship our God
Take pleasure in the beauty and wonder of the earth.

One:

Speak your love
Speak it again
Speak it still again
Speak it still once again....

Many:

Amen!
Please be seated for the postlude.

POSTLUDE

Dr. Greg Taylor, piano; Dr. Ron Morgan, organ

Following the service, please join us in the Fellowship Hall for our Connection Café.
Come, enjoy some refreshments as well as the chance to connect with others.
Visitors, we would LOVE to have you join us!

A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS
If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we
have found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice
seeking a place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself,
we invite you into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please
contact Pastor Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.
We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to
places around the country and around the world, as well as folks who are actively involved in
the church who have never set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and
beliefs as a progressive, open-minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation. Whether an
expat or “vurcher” (one who attends church virtually each week), please join us each Sunday for
worship and for other programs and educational experiences online throughout the week.
No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey,
you are welcome here.
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TODAY AFTER WORSHIP…
SERMON FEEDBACK CAFÉ FOR VURCHERS AND EXPATS
Due to the special program presented by the YES Institute, there will be no in-person Sermon
Feedback Café following worship today. All vurchers and expats who would like to reflect or
discuss today’s sermon, are invited to join us over Zoom at 12:30 p.m. Click here to join:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86495975648?pwd=SXBDbFBySkJPeXB0Mkg1SC9TSXljdz09
Be sure to join us next Sunday for another Elephant in the Pew sermon and the Sermon Feedback
Café in Havighorst Lounge and Zoom following worship.
-----------------------------------------------------------------

STAY IN TOUCH
Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and
friends, filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general
church business. If you would like to be included, contact Elena at ElenaK@gablesucc.org.
OUR CHURCH APP
For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store
or Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with
church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena
Korallis, our Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org.
IN OUR PRAYERS
We remember all those places of war, violence and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace for
all people around the world. Today’s prayers are especially with the people of Ukraine. A lighted
candle on the altar symbolizes our prayers for peace, healing, compassion, and unity.
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FOOD PANTRY
Your donations of food go a long way in helping the hungry of our community. Please drop off
your bags of groceries at the church or you may also donate financially at gablesucc.org/give.
Under the fund column, select “Food Pantry.” We also LOVE getting boxes from Amazon or
other places filled with canned goods.
FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE
Open TODAY until 1:30 p.m.
Summer Hours: Friday and Saturday from 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Sunday from 11:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Shop in support of our justice ministry. Each of your purchases helps artisans in developing
countries build strong, local economies. These skilled workers are paid fair-living wages while
crafting sustainable products that do not harm the environment. No child labor is used. Come,
check out the beautiful and interesting hand-crafted items, clothing, and jewelry.
PRAYER REQUESTS
Weekly, the Called to Care Team receives prayer requests from church family and friends.
Each Wednesday at 12:30 p.m., they gather in prayer over Zoom to lift up these prayer requests,
to pray for the church, and for the needs of the world. If you have a prayer concern to be prayed
over by Called to Care, you may text it to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email Carol
Fifield at miamifife@gmail.com.
DINNER FOR UPCOMING SIXTH GRADERS
Thursday, August 11 at 6:30 p.m. in the Catalonia Guest House
Do you have an upcoming 6th Grader in your family? Then you are invited to join Pastors Megan
and Aaron for an evening meal, conversation, and learning more about our Middle School
ministries at Gables UCC. Please RSVP with Pastor Aaron at AaronL@gablesucc.org. Both
parents and youth are invited.
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COMING THIS FALL…

In our faith tradition, confirmation is a program by which young people have the
opportunity to make a firm decision whether they will claim the name Christian for
themselves and will offer up their prayers, presence, gifts, and service as a member of the
United Church of Christ.
For years, adults who have not grown up in the UCC or even in the Protestant tradition;
or who are just interested in a well-rounded survey course in Bible, church history,
comparative religion, the United Church of Christ, ethics, mission, worship, and faith
formation, have asked, “Is there an adult confirmation class?”
While it’s been a few years, we can once again answer, “Why, yes there is!” Beginning
in September, the pastors will offer an eight-session adult confirmation class that will
parallel the class schedule of our confirmation program for young people. We will also
share with them in visiting other faith communities, doing justice work, and even taking
a confirmation trip. It all begins with a dinner together on Friday evening, September
16, and an introductory session.
Most other monthly sessions will be on a Sunday following worship. We are using the
“adult” version of the confirmation materials that the young people use. At the end of the
year-long study, a special service of blessing will be offered to the participants. The only
requirement is that each participant commit to all eight classes to build community and to
experience the unfolding journey of this class.
To receive the schedule, information, or to register, please contact Pastor Laurie at
LaurieH@gablesucc.org.
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This event is the vision of church member Dr. Tina Scott to raise funds for schools in Jamaica.
Dubbed the 5K Gallop, the race will take place on August 27, 2022, at the Miami Metro Zoo to
raise money as well as celebrate Jamaica’s 60th anniversary of independence. We have pledged
our church’s support and participation to Tina, and each of us can help!
We are encouraging church members and friends to run or walk the 5K, to volunteer as helpers
that day, or to donate. For all you walkers/runners, please register online at www.5Kgallop.org
and let Pastor Laurie know that you registered so we can be together that day. If you can
volunteer, please also let her know and she will share these names with Tina. And if you can
donate, please go to the website at www.5Kgallop.org and give generously.
We are Gables UCC strong in the community and beyond.
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