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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.  

 
 
 
 

 
WELCOME 

Know that in this space you are welcome as you are, for who you are. 
Together we celebrate all of God’s children – young, old and in-between;  

male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight and in-between;  
the assured, the doubting, and the in-between;  
the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between;  

the foolish, the wise, and the in-between. 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
The novel coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World 
Health Organization.  As a result, federal, state, and local governments and agencies recommend 
social distancing and have, in many locations, prohibited the congregation of groups of people. 
We are doing everything we can to be compliant with all regulations and ensure your safety. We 
have put in place preventative measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19, but we cannot 
guarantee that you or family members will not become infected. By your presence in our church 
building, you agree to the following: On behalf of yourself and your children, you hereby release, 
covenant not to sue, discharge, and hold harmless the Coral Gables Congregational UCC, its 
employees, agents, and representatives, of and from all liabilities, claims, actions, damages, 
costs, or expenses of any kind arising out of or relating to your participation in our programs, 
services or activities. You understand and agree that this release includes any claims based on 
the actions, omissions, or negligence of this organization, its employees, agents, and 
representatives, whether a COVID-19 infection occurs before, during, or after participation in 
any such program, service, or activity.  

 
The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 
    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 
 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 
3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 
CCLI License # 11282912 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
July 10, 2022                           Our faith is over 2000 years old;                                 11:00 a.m. 

Our thinking is not. 
 
 
 
 

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  
 

I believe in hell. And I believe it is empty. 
                                                                ~ St. Therese of Lisieux 

 

*Indicates all who are able may stand 
 

 
GATHERING MUSIC         Selections for Piano and French Horn 

Russ Seifert, French horn; Teresa Lesiuk and Dr. Greg Taylor, piano 
 
THE WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation.    

 

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are  
joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 
each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter. 
 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 
walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434 
or go to our church app. You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.  
For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are at the front doors. 

 
CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP     Refiner’s Fire                                           Brian Doerksen 

Nikki Schommer and Gregory Jackson, vocalists 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
    One:  As we journey through this life together, 
    ALL:  There are fires and storms, trials and tears.  
    One:   You are always with us, O God, as a guiding hand and correcting grace. 
    ALL: You are our companion, Holy One, as we venture through the unknown. 
    One:  When we wander into hatred and greed, lead us into love and gratitude.  
    ALL:  When we rush toward violence and fear, turn us back to peace and faith.     
    One:  When our hearts are cold like stone, warm them with the fire of your mercy. 
    ALL:  In you is our hope and our trust! May we offer our lives to you this day! 
     

Please remain standing for the opening hymn. 

http://gablesucc.org/live
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*OPENING HYMN                      When All Is Ended 
 

When all is ended, time and troubles past,  
shall all be mended sin and death outcast? 
In hope we sing and hope to sing at last: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

As in the night, when lightning flickers free, 
And gives a glimpse of distant hill and tree, 
Each flash of good discloses what will be:  

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Against all hope, our weary times have known 
Wars ended, peace declared, compassion shown, 

Great days of freedom, tyrants overthrown: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
Then do not cheat the poor, who long for bread, 

With dream-worlds in the sky or in the head,  
but sing of slaves set free and children fed: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

With earthy faith we sing a song of heav’n: 
All life fulfilled, all loved, all wrong forgiv’n.  

Christ is our sign of hope for Christ is ris’n 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
With all creation, pain and anger past,  
Evil exhausted, love supreme at last, 

Alive in God, we’ll sing an unsurpassed 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
    One: There are no strangers in God’s House, just friends we have not yet met. 

Greet your neighbor with Christian love and let them know that you’re glad  
to see them! And to those worshipping online, we are so very glad you are with 
us as well. Peace be with all of you.       

    Many:       And also with you.   
 

    If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, bow, hand over the heart, smile, or nod to others. 
If you are gathered with others at home, share words of peace with one another. 

 If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  
Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace with them.  
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SUNG INTERLUDE                                                                                              from Taizé                     
Bless the Lord, my soul and bless God’s holy name; 

Bless the Lord, my soul who leads me into life. 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON                 Matthew 13:24-29, 36-43 
 

Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed 
in his field. But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the 
wheat, and went away. When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also 
appeared. 
 
“The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field? 
Where then did the weeds come from?’ “‘An enemy did this,’ he replied. 
 
“The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ 
 
“‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may uproot the wheat with 
them. 
 
Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, “Explain 
to us the parable of the weeds in the field.” 
 
He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. The field is the world, 
and the good seed stands for the people of the kingdom. The weeds are the people of the evil 
one, and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the 
harvesters are angels. As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end 
of the age. The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom 
everything that causes sin and all who do evil.  
 
“They will throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever has 
ears, let them hear.” 
  
Friends, listen. God is still speaking. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
THE MORNING MESSAGE       

Rev. Aaron Lauer 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE                     Through the Fire                       Gerald Crabb                  
 

Nikki Schommer and Gregory Jackson, vocalists 
 

So many times I've questioned certain circumstances 
Or things I could not understand 

Many times in trials, weakness blurs my vision 
And my frustration gets so out of hand 
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It’s then I am reminded I've never been forsaken 
I've never had to stand the test alone 

As I look at all the victories 
The spirit rises up in me 

And it’s through the fire my weakness is made strong. 

He never promised that the cross would not get heavy 
And the hill would not be hard to climb 

He never offered our victories without fighting 
But He said help would always come in time 

Just remember when you’re standing in the valley of decision 
And the adversary says give in 

Just hold on, our Lord will show up 
And He will take you through the fire again. 

I know within myself that I would surely perish 
But if I trust the hand of God, He'll shield the flames again, again. 

He never promised that the cross would not get heavy 
And the hill would not be hard to climb 

He never offered our victories without fighting 
But He said help would always come in time 

Just remember when you’re standing  
in the valley of decision 

And the adversary says give in 
Just hold on, our Lord will show up 

And He will take you through the fire again. 
 
THE MORNING PRAYERS AND OUR SAVIOR’S PRAYER                              

Our Creator who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
SUNG RESPONSE  

Come and fill all my life, Come and fill all my life. 
Each and every ten-der place: Holy Breath, move through me. 

 
Come and fill all my life, Come and fill all my life. 

Pouring gently, rushing strong; Holy Breath, move through me. 
 

INVITATION TO GIVE, SHARE, AND BELONG   
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*CLOSING HYMN                       Christ Will Come Again  
Vocalists will sing verse 1, Congregation will join for verses 2 and 3 
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*THE SENDING FORTH         
 

Please be seated for the postlude.  
 
POSTLUDE                      

Dr. Greg Taylor, piano 
 

Following the service, please join us in the Fellowship Hall for our Connection Café.  
Come, enjoy some refreshments  as well as the chance to connect with others.   

  Visitors, we would LOVE to have you join us! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 
 

If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we 
have found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice 
seeking a place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, 
we invite you into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please 
contact Pastor Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to 
places around the country and around the world; as well as folks who are actively involved in 
the church who have never set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and 
beliefs as a progressive, open-minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation. Whether an 
expat or “vurcher” (one who attends church virtually each week), please join us each Sunday for 
worship and for other programs and educational experiences online throughout the week.  
 

No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey, you are welcome here. 

 
STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and 
friends, filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general 
church business. If you would like to be included, contact Elena at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 
OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store 
or Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 
church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena 
Korallis, our Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 
IN OUR PRAYERS  

We remember all those places of war, violence and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace for 
all people around the world. Today’s prayers are especially with the people of Ukraine. A lighted 
candle on the altar symbolizes our prayers for peace, healing, compassion, and unity. 

mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
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------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
FOOD PANTRY 

Your donations of food go a long way in helping the hungry of our community. Please drop off 
your bags of groceries at the church or you may also donate financially at gablesucc.org/give. 
Under the fund column, select “Food Pantry.” We also LOVE getting boxes from Amazon or 
other places filled with canned goods. 

 
 

FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 
Open TODAY until 1:30 p.m.  

Summer Hours: Friday and Saturday from 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday from 11:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.  

 

Shop in support of our justice ministry. Each of your purchases helps artisans in developing 
countries build strong, local economies. These skilled workers are paid fair-living wages while 
crafting sustainable products that do not harm the environment. No child labor is used. Come, 
check out the beautiful and interesting hand-crafted items, clothing, and jewelry.  

 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS    
Weekly, the Called to Care Team receives prayer requests from     church family and friends. 
Each Wednesday at 12:30 p.m., they gather in prayer over Zoom to lift up these prayer requests, 
to pray for the church, and for the needs of the world. If you have a prayer concern to be prayed 
over by Called to Care, you may text it to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email Carol 
Fifield at miamifife@gmail.com.  
 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
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------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

EXPATS AND VURCHERS 
Whether you are living across the Pond, on the Gulf of Mexico, in the Carolinas,  

       or the hinterlands of the East or West Coast, please join our special fellowship group. 
 

We gather from around the world to check in with our Gables UCC members and friends living 
outside of South Florida. Whether you have been a former member or friend of the church and 
have moved away, or have found a home with us virtually, we invite you to be connected through 
this special group just for you.   
 
The next gathering is on Sunday, July 10 at 12:30 p.m. We will catch up with one another and 
share conversation on issues facing us today, and specifically how our various communities are 
dealing with them.  You are invited to briefly share something you are reading or that you have 
read which has stuck with you.  For the link or for more information, email Gillian Smith at 
miamigsmith@gmail.com.   

 
GARDEN WARRIORS  

Saturday, July 16 at 8:00 a.m.  
If you like to garden, pull weeds, plant flowers or just help make the exterior landscape of our 
historic church beautiful, then join us for a Garden Warriors’ workday. All volunteers will be 
welcomed and appreciated (kids too)! Please note that we are starting at 8:00 a.m. during 
the summer months.  
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:miamigsmith@gmail.com
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THE ELEPHANT RETURNS! 
The Elephant in the Pew Sermon Series 

Has there ever been something you wanted to know about your faith but were afraid to ask? 
Well, this is your chance to hear Pastor Laurie respond honestly and personally to tough 
questions about the Bible, church, ethics, or life.   Join us on Sundays, July 24, 31, and August 
7, as Pastor Laurie preaches on questions that have been given to her. Many are topics and issues 
that we tend to sweep under the rug or ignore in order to keep the peace, avoid disagreement, or 
maybe even change…kind of like that proverbial elephant in the room or, in this case, in the 
pew. Then join her after worship for the Sermon Feedback Café. Have a cup of coffee, a little 
snack, and a shared conversation about the sermon.   
 

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 
Saturday, July 16 at 2:00 p.m. in the Church Library 

Led by Pat Berman, M.S. Family Therapy  
 

Grief is a powerful emotion and can stop us in our tracks. It can also break our hearts enough to 
make us feel that we will never again be whole. If you are newly bereaved or grieving over a 
loss in your life during this past year, join us in a safe and confidential place, led by a professional 
marriage and family therapist with over 40 years of experience, to find mutual support. To 
register, please contact Pat at pberm@mindspring.com. 

 
INTERFAITH PANEL DISCUSSION 

Sunday, July 17, 2022 at 12:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
 

The Coalition of South Florida Muslim Organizations is hosting a panel discussion on 
interfaith dialogue and peace-building here in South Florida. Join us for an opportunity to learn 
new perspectives and deepen our relationships with our Muslim and Jewish siblings. A free 
lunch will be served.  

 

mailto:pberm@mindspring.com
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CORAL GABLES CONGREGATIONAL UCC STAFF DIRECTORY 
305.448.7421 (Extensions listed below)  

 

Ministers 
All Members of the Church 
 
Pastoral Staff 
The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor                      LaurieH@gablesucc.org  ext. 116 
The Rev. Megan Smith, Associate Pastor                             MeganS@gablesucc.org ext. 119 
The Rev. Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor                               AaronL@gablesucc.org ext. 117 

 
Program Staff 
German Worship Information                                                GermanMinistry@gablesucc.org 
Mark Hart, Exec. Dir. of the Community Arts Program        MarkH@gablesucc.org  ext. 120 
The Rev. Yoli Izquierdo-Yglesias, Spanish Worship     Valeyosly@gmail.com/786.506.9890                               
The Rev. Lisa LeSueur, Assistant Pastor for Congregational and Staff Care       
                                                                                                   LisaL@gablesucc.org  ext. 150 
Dr. Ronald Morgan, Director of Music Ministries                    RonM@gablesucc.org  ext.121 
Brooke Bagnall-Koger, Director of Early Childhood Center              
                                                                                             BrookeB@gablesucc.  org ext. 315                  
    To contact Early Childhood Center, please call:                                              305.444.9792 
 
Support Staff 
Anthony Cabrera, Minister of Liturgical Arts                                            Cabreraa25@att.net 
Kris Coney, Sound Technician                                                                  info@gablesucc.org 
Allen Feldman, Pew Organizer                                           
Elena Korallis, Communications Director                                ElenaK@gablesucc.org ext.113 
Seth Patterson, Youth Bell Choir Director                                             smpatter@samford.edu  
Tony Prinzi, Print, Rentals & Reception Coordinator              TonyP@gablesucc.org  ext. 100 
Dennis Rodrigues CPA, Business Manager                DennisR@gablesucc.org ext.130 
Mariana Broadmeadow, Interim Life Events Coordinator   MarianaB@gablesucc.org ext.114 
Dr. Gregory Taylor, Parish Musician                                                       Gregpiano1@aol.com 
Alexandra Woods, Children‘s Choir Director                              Awoods@cushmanschool.org 
 

Maintenance and Custodial Team 
Rene Dominguez (Lead Custodian) 

Carlos Barrios, Rosario Noriega, Eddie Oviedo 
 

               
 

      WE ARE OUT OF THE BOX PEOPLE 
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