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 No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome her.  
 
 
 
 

WELCOME 
Know that in this space you are welcome as you are, for who you are. 

Together we celebrate all of God’s children – young, old and in-between;  
male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight and in-between;  

the assured, the doubting, and the in-between;  
the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between;  

the foolish, the wise, and the in-between. 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
The novel coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World 
Health Organization.  As a result, federal, state, and local governments and agencies recommend 
social distancing and have, in many locations, prohibited the congregation of groups of people. 
We are doing everything we can to be compliant with all regulations and ensure your safety. We 
have put in place preventative measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19, but we cannot 
guarantee that you or family members will not become infected. By your presence in our church 
building, you agree to the following: On behalf of yourself and your children, you hereby release, 
covenant not to sue, discharge, and hold harmless the Coral Gables Congregational UCC, its 
employees, agents, and representatives, of and from all liabilities, claims, actions, damages, 
costs, or expenses of any kind arising out of or relating to your participation in our programs, 
services or activities. You understand and agree that this release includes any claims based on 
the actions, omissions, or negligence of this organization, its employees, agents, and 
representatives, whether a COVID-19 infection occurs before, during, or after participation in 
any such program, service, or activity.  

 
The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 
    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 
 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 
3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 
CCLI License # 11282912 

 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
June 5, 2022                           Our faith is over 2000 years old;                                 11:00 a.m. 

Our thinking is not. 
 

PENTECOST 
I yearn for the day when we as the church are known for what we are for instead of what we 
are against. I pray that the long list of “what the church is for” includes remarkable love-

centered care for the least, the last, and the lost. 
                                                   ~ Kara Powell, from The Sticky Faith Guide for Your Family 

 
*Indicates all who are able may stand 

 
 
GATHERING MUSIC                     Komm, Heiliger Geist                                          J.S. Bach 
                                                     Crown Him with Many Crowns                             Wilber Held 

Dr. Ron Morgan, organ 
 

Selections for Piano 
 
THE WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation.    

 

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are  
joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 
each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter. 
 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 
walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434 
or go to our church app. You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.  
For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are at the front doors. 

 
CALL TO COMMUNITY African Spirit Song (Come, Holy Spirit)                  Victor Johnson 

The Chancel Choir with Seth Woods, percussion 

Come, Holy Spirit, lead us with your mighty power. 
Fill now our hearts and souls with your consuming power. 

Come, Holy Spirit, O Holy Spirit Come. 

O, Spirit of the Living God, O light and fire divine. 
descend upon your church once more and make it wholly Thine. 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill us, Holy Spirit come! 

 

http://gablesucc.org/live
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*CALL TO WORSHIP  
One: We are a remembering people, and it is good that we remember that God has 

chosen us, baptized us, and brought us together as the Church in this place.  
    Many: As remembering people, we look back at all the saving acts of God: the  

Creation, the Flood, the Covenant, the Exodus, the Incarnation, the  
Crucifixion, the Resurrection, the Church. 

    One: We are a remembering people, but we are also a people of this day, brought  
together by God to be a beloved community of believers: the Body of Christ,  
sharing, caring, working in the world, and living in the hope of the world to  
come. 

Many: Our eyes look back with thanksgiving. Our eyes look forward in hope. 
Therefore, with thanksgiving for the past and hope for the future, we 
dedicate ourselves and our lives to the mission which God gives us as the 
Church in this place. 

One: Let us worship together.  
 

*HYMN                                                  God is Here! 
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*OPENING PRAYER  

Many: Almighty God, we give you thanks for the work you have done in this place. 
We give you thanks for your love and faithfulness. When we call on your 
name, you make your presence known to us. When we pray, you hear us. 
When we preach your Word and celebrate your Holy Meal, you are in our 
midst. You accept our humble sacrifices of praise and thanksgiving. You 
listen to our confessions and grant us grace. And you send your Holy Spirit 
to heal and comfort our hurts, our sorrows, and our losses. Continue to 
empower us with your Spirit, O God, that we might be your living, 
breathing, acting Good News to all people. Amen. 

 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
    One: There are no strangers in God’s House, just friends we have not yet met. 

Greet your neighbor with Christian love and let them know that you’re glad  
to see them! And to those worshipping online, we are so very glad you are with 
us as well. Peace be with all of you.       

    Many:       And also with you.   
 

If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, bow, hand over the heart, smile, or nod to others. 
If you are gathered with others at home, share words of peace with one another. 

 If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  
Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace with them.  

 
SUNG INTERLUDE                                                                                              from Taizé                     

Bless the Lord, my soul and bless God’s holy name; 
Bless the Lord, my soul who leads me into life. 
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TOUCH THE WATER, TASTE THE BREAD 
The Rev. Megan Smith 

 
 
 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Journey Viggiano  

 
THE INVITATION  

THE PARENTS’ COVENANT AND THE CHURCH'S COVENANT     

PRAYER OF BAPTISM 

THE ACT OF BAPTISM  

INTRODUCTION TO THE CHURCH FAMILY  

A SONG OF WELCOME FOR JOURNEY 

Anthony Cabrera, vocalist 
 

THE SCRIPTURE LESSON               Acts 2:1-21                                         from the Message  
When the Feast of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Without warning there 
was a sound like a strong wind, gale force—no one could tell where it came from. It filled the 
whole building. Then, like a wildfire, the Holy Spirit spread through their ranks, and they 
started speaking in a number of different languages as the Spirit prompted them. There were 
many Jews staying in Jerusalem just then, devout pilgrims from all over the world. When they 
heard the sound, they came on the run. Then when they heard, one after another, their own 
mother tongues being spoken, they were thunderstruck. They couldn’t for the life of them 
figure out what was going on, and kept saying, “Aren’t these all Galileans? How come we’re 
hearing them talk in our various mother tongues?  
 
Parthians, Medes, and Elamites; visitors from Mesopotamia, Judea, and Cappadocia, Pontus 
and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene; 
Immigrants from Rome, both Jews and proselytes; Even Cretans and Arabs! “They’re speaking 
our languages, describing God’s mighty works!” Their heads were spinning; they couldn’t 
make head or tail of any of it. They talked back and forth, confused: “What’s going on here?”  
Others joked, “They’re drunk on cheap wine.”  
 
That’s when Peter stood up and, backed by the other eleven, spoke out with bold urgency: 
“Fellow Jews, all of you who are visiting Jerusalem, listen carefully and get this story straight. 
These people aren’t drunk as some of you suspect. They haven’t had time to get drunk—it’s 
only nine o’clock in the morning.  
 

Continued on following page… 
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This is what the prophet Joel announced would happen: “In the Last Days,” God says, “I will 
pour out my Spirit on every kind of people: Your sons will prophesy, also your daughters; 
Your young men will see visions, your old men dream dreams.  
 
Friends, listen. God is still speaking. 
Thanks be to God!                                      

 
THE GIFT OF MUSIC         Holy Spirit, Living Breath of God                           Getty & Getty 

The Chancel Choir with Ruth Nuñez, reader 

Holy Spirit, living Breath of God, breathe new life into my willing soul. 
Bring the presence of the risen Lord to renew my heart and make me whole. 
Cause Your Word to come alive in me; give me faith for what I cannot see; 

Give me passion for Your purity. Holy Spirit, breathe new life in me. 
 

Holy Spirit, come abide within; may Your joy be seen in all I do— 
Love enough to cover ev'ry sin in each thought and deed and attitude, 

Kindness to the greatest and the least, gentleness that sows the path of peace. 
Turn my striving into works of grace. Breath of God, show Christ in all I do. 

 
Holy Spirit, from creation's birth, giving life to all that God has made, 

Show your power once again on earth; cause Your church to hunger for Your ways. 
Let the fragrance of our prayers arise. Lead us on the road of sacrifice 

that in unity the face of Christ will be clear for all the world to see. 

 
PENTECOST REFLECTION   

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner  
 
COMMUNION HYMN                  I Love to Tell the Story   

You may remain seated. 

I love to tell the story of unseen things above, 
of Jesus and his glory, of Jesus and his love. 

I love to tell the story because I know it's true; 
it satisfies my longings as nothing else can do. 

Refrain:   
I love to tell the story; 'twill be my theme in glory 

to tell the old, old story of Jesus and his love. 
 

I love to tell the story, for those who know it best 
seem hungering and thirsting to hear it like the rest. 

And when in scenes of glory I sing the new, new song, 
'twill be the old, old story that I have loved so long. (Refrain) 
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THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Our table is wide-open to all who desire a closer relationship with God. Join us no matter your  
age, gender, sexual orientation, or faith tradition.This invitation to eat and drink does not rest 
on any identity, does not rest on perfection, but on a vision and a promise. We use grape juice, 
and gluten free bread is available on the communion table so that all may come freely. 
 
INVITATION  
     
COMMUNION PRAYER AND OUR SAVIOR’S PRAYER        

You are welcome to use the language or words of your tradition or choice. 
 

Our Creator who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  

Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF BREAD AND CUP  
 

For those worshipping in the sanctuary, you are invited to come forward to receive your bread 
and cup. You will be excused from your pew by an usher to come down the center aisle and 
receive your bread from Pastor Laurie. Please eat it as you receive it.  
 

Then receive from either Pastor Megan or Pastor Aaron an individual container of juice. 
Please take it to your seat, returning by the side aisle. Once you are seated, and when you are 
ready, you may drink from your cup, symbolizing your individual relationship with Christ.  

  
COMMUNION MUSIC                 One Bread, One Body                                       Mark Hayes 

Mark Hart, vocalist  
 

THE RECEIVING OF NEW MEMBERS 
 

INTRODUCTIONS  
 
COVENANT OF THE NEW MEMBERS  
 
WORDS OF THANKSGIVING  
 
COVENANT AND PROMISES OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 
We welcome you with joy into our community of faith.  We promise that when we walk 
through these doors, we will treat each other like family and as beloved children of God. 
We believe that we are stronger united together than as individuals, so we pledge to share 
our support in the work to which we feel called: striving for peace and justice among all 
people, protecting and restoring the integrity of all God's creation, and bringing hope to 
those most vulnerable. Amen.   
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WORDS OF WELCOME AND PROCLAMATION                                    
Ann Pierce Stith, Church Moderator 

 
*THE SENDING FORTH        

 

One: We have gathered, embraced by the love of God, 
embraced by the love we share together this day.  
We have gathered, inspired by the life and witness of Jesus,  
inspired by the life and witness we make together as we remember  
him this day.  
 

We have gathered, empowered, enlivened, and encouraged by the  
community we make together.  
And now, let us go, to be bearers of hope and light and love,  
to be makers of peace, justice, and joy.  
We go in the name of God. Amen.  

    Many: Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE    

The Veritones  
 
 

Following the service, please join us in the Fellowship Hall for our Connection Café.  
Come, enjoy some Pentecost birthday cake  as well as the chance to connect with others.   

  Visitors, we would LOVE to have you join us! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 
 

If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we 
have found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice 
seeking a place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, 
we invite you into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please 
contact Pastor Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 

 
We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to 
places around the country and around the world; as well as folks who are actively involved in 
the church who have never set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and 
beliefs as a progressive, open-minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation. Whether an 
expat or “vurcher” (one who attends church virtually each week), please join us each Sunday for 
worship and for other programs and educational experiences online throughout the week.  

 

No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey,  
you are welcome here.  
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TODAY AT 12:30 P.M. IN THE SANCTUARY THIS SUNDAY: JUNE 5 
The Harvard-Radcliffe Veritones in Concert 

 

Founded in 1985, the Veritones is Harvard’s award-winning, contemporary, all-gender a 
cappella group. They are a diverse and dynamic family, brought together by their love of music. 
Everything they sing is arranged by their members, from today's Top Hits to the true classics. 
This concert is free and open to the public. Grab a snack at the Connection Café and then join us 
for a wonderful concert.  
 

EXPAT AND VURCHERS GATHERING 
TODAY, June 5 at 12:30 p.m. via Zoom 

 

Join us for a gathering from around the world as we check in with our Gables UCC members 
and friends living outside of South Florida. Whether you have been a former member or friend 
of the church and have moved away, or have found a home with us virtually, we invite you to be 
connected through this special group just for you. Contact Pastor Laurie for the link. 

 

STAY IN TOUCH 
Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and 
friends, filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general 
church business. If you would like to be included, contact Elena at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 
OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store 
or Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 
church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena 
Korallis, our Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
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FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 
Open TODAY from 12:00 noon – 1:00 p.m.  

Wednesday – Saturday from 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  
Shop in support of our justice ministry. Each of your purchases helps artisans in developing 
countries build strong, local economies. These skilled workers are paid fair-living wages while 
crafting sustainable products that do not harm the environment. No child labor is used. Come, 
check out the beautiful and interesting hand-crafted items, clothing, and jewelry.  

 
FOOD PANTRY 

Your donations of food go a long way in helping the hungry of our community. Please drop off 
your bags of groceries at the church or you may also donate financially at gablesucc.org/give. 
Under the fund column, select “Food Pantry.” We also LOVE getting boxes from Amazon or 
other places filled with canned goods. 

 
PRAYER REQUESTS    

Weekly, the Called to Care Team receives prayer requests from     church family and friends. 
Each Wednesday at 12:30 p.m., they gather in prayer over Zoom to lift up these prayer requests, 
to pray for the church, and for the needs of the world. If you have a prayer concern to be prayed 
over by Called to Care, you may text it to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email Carol 
Fifield at miamifife@gmail.com.  
 

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT EDUCATION IN JUNE 
Broken Wholeness:  The Teachings, Lessons, and Wisdom of Father Henri Nouwen 

Sundays in June from 9:45 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.  
In-person in Havighorst Lounge or on Zoom 

 

One of the great privileges of Pastor Laurie's life was to study with Father Henri Nouwen, when 
he was a professor at Yale Divinity School. The wisdom of Fr. Nouwen, however, is not just for 
clergy. In fact, it is for anyone wrestling with faith, finding themselves in the long night of the 
soul, seeking wholeness and fullness of life, and caring for others in the midst of their own 
woundedness. Come and learn about this remarkable man, a Dutch Catholic priest, professor, 
writer, and theologian, and one of the most famous Christian spiritualists of the 20th century.   
 

MARCH FOR OUR LIVES RALLY TO END GUN VIOLENCE 
Saturday, June 11, 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

Coral Gables City Hall (405 Biltmore Way) 
After another week of harrowing gun violence in our nation, we will gather with people from 
across South Florida for the March for Our Lives Rally. Show up, brings signs, and stand in 
witness for an end to gun violence and the presence of peace in our world. We will have a carpool 
from the church at 3:45 p.m.  

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  
Sunday, June 12 from 12:15 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. in the Library  

 

We gather to create beautiful prayer shawls that we share with others as a way to wrap them in 
God’s love.  You do not have to know how to knit or crochet – someone will teach you. Please 
join us. A light lunch will be provided.   
 

mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
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