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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome her.  
 

 
 
 

 
WELCOME  

Know that in this space you are welcome as you are, for who you are. 
Together we celebrate all of God’s children – young, old and in-between;  

male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight and in-between;  
the assured, the doubting, and the in-between;  
the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between;  

the foolish, the wise, and the in-between. 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
The novel coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World 
Health Organization.  As a result, federal, state, and local governments and agencies recommend 
social distancing and have, in many locations, prohibited the congregation of groups of people. 
We are doing everything we can to be compliant with all regulations and ensure your safety. We 
have put in place preventative measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19, but we cannot 
guarantee that you or family members will not become infected. By your presence in our church 
building, you agree to the following: On behalf of yourself and your children, you hereby release, 
covenant not to sue, discharge, and hold harmless the Coral Gables Congregational UCC, its 
employees, agents, and representatives, of and from all liabilities, claims, actions, damages, 
costs, or expenses of any kind arising out of or relating to your participation in our programs, 
services or activities. You understand and agree that this release includes any claims based on 
the actions, omissions, or negligence of this organization, its employees, agents, and 
representatives, whether a COVID-19 infection occurs before, during, or after participation in 
any such program, service, or activity.  

 
The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 
    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 
 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 
3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 
CCLI License # 11282912 

 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
May 8, 2022                            Our faith is over 2000 years old;                                 11:00 a.m. 

Our thinking is not. 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Love life and life will love you back.  

Love people and they will love you back. 
                                                                 ~ Arthur Rubinstein 

 

*Indicates all who are able may stand 
 

GATHERING MUSIC                          
Dr. Ron Morgan, organ 

 
THE WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation.    

 

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are  
joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 
each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter. 
 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 
walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434 
or go to our church app. You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.  
For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are at the front doors. 

 
CALL TO COMMUNITY                   Family of Grace                                     Larry Shackley                                          

The Chancel Choir  
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  

  One: Frayed and frazzled, our lives jangling 
with tension and anxiety, 

  Many: we gather to find that place of peace 
which God offers to us. 

  One: Awash in worries and doubts, 
drowning in a sea of fears, 

  Many: we gather beside the still waters 
where Jesus offers us a cup of grace. 

  One: Weakened by the burdens of life, 
wandering as if lost in a wilderness, 

  Many:     we gather so the Spirit can restore our souls 
and show us the path to God’s holy realm. 

 One: Come, let us worship together. 

http://gablesucc.org/live
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*OPENING HYMN               Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                
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*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
       One:          Friends, let us live fully, love wastefully, and have the courage to be all that we can  
  be.  Let us extend that blessing to one another as we offer the peace of the risen  
  Christ by saying, “The peace of Christ be with you.” 
      Many:       And also with you.   
 

If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, bow, hand over the heart, smile, or nod to others. 
If you are gathered with others at home, share words of peace with one another. 

 If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  
Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace with them.  

 
BELL ANTHEM                              Immortal, Invisible                       arr. R. Lyndel Littleton 
 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON              Acts 9:36-43 
Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She 
was devoted to good works and acts of charity. At that time she became ill and died. When 
they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. Since Lydda was near Joppa, the 
disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, “Please come 
to us without delay.”  
 

So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. 
All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that Dorcas 
had made while she was with them. Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and 
prayed. He turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and 
seeing Peter, she sat up. He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and 
widows, he showed her to be alive. This became known throughout Joppa, and many believed 
in the Lord. Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner.  
 

Friends, listen. God is still speaking. 
Thanks be to God!                                         
 
THE MORNING MESSAGE  

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner  
 
CHORAL RESPONSE TO THE WORD  

Remember Me 
Brandon Mowry, vocalist  

 
At this time, you may text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 

or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com to be included in this morning’s prayers and during 
the Called to Care prayer time on Wednesday. 

 
THE MORNING PRAYERS 
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OUR SAVIOR’S PRAYER  
You are also welcome to pray with the words or in the tradition of your choosing… 

Our Creator, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
SUNG PRAYER RESPONSE 

Lead me, Lord, lead me in your righteousness,  
make your way plain before my face.  
For it is you, Lord, you, Lord only,  

that makes me to dwell in safety. 

Teach me, Lord, teach me truly how to live, 
that I may come to know you, 

and in your presence serve you with gladness, 
and sing songs of praise to your glory. 

INVITATION TO GIVE, SERVE, AND BELONG 
 

*CLOSING HYMN           Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us  
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*THE SENDING FORTH 
One:      Gathered for worship, we are now sent to work, 
Many: to find God in all the broken places 

and serve with healing and hope. 
One: Having gathered quietly, we are now sent to speak, 
Many: to share the words of Jesus 

about justice and inclusion of all. 
One: Gathered for prayer, we are now sent to live, 
Many: to take goodness and mercy and share with  

everyone these gifts of the Spirit. 
 

 Please be seated for the postlude. 
 
POSTLUDE                                   Oh, How Jesus Loves Me                        arr. Linda Lamb 

The Handbell Choir 
 

Following the service, please join us in the Fellowship Hall for our Connection Café.  
Come, enjoy some refreshments as well as the chance to connect with others.   

  Visitors, we would LOVE to have you join us! 
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A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 
 

If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we 
have found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice 
seeking a place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, 
we invite you into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please 
contact Pastor Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to 
places around the country and around the world; as well as folks who are actively involved in 
the church who have never set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and 
beliefs as a progressive, open-minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation. Whether an 
expat or “vurcher” (one who attends church virtually each week), please join us each Sunday for 
worship and for other programs and educational experiences online throughout the week.  
 

No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey, 
you are welcome here.  

STAY IN TOUCH 
Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and 
friends, filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general 
church business. If you would like to be included, contact Elena at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 
IN OUR PRAYERS   

We remember all those places of war, violence, and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace for 
all people around the world. We especially hold in our prayers and love the people of the 
Ukraine; all who are tending to them and caring for them; and the world’s leaders that peace will 
prevail. A lighted candle on the altar symbolizes our prayers for peace, compassion, and unity. 
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OUR CHURCH APP 
For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store 
or Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 
church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena 
Korallis, our Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 
 

FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 
Open TODAY from 12:00 noon – 1:00 p.m.  

Wednesday – Saturday from 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  
Shop in support of our justice ministry. Each of your purchases helps artisans in developing 
countries build strong, local economies. These skilled workers are paid fair-living wages while 
crafting sustainable products that do not harm the environment. No child labor is used. Come, 
check out the beautiful and interesting hand-crafted items, clothing, and jewelry.  

 
MAY COLLECTION FOR LOTUS HOUSE  

Our Sunday School children and youth are collecting items that the women, children, or LGBT 
youth need at Lotus House, a homeless shelter in Miami. In May we are collecting boxes of 
diapers, sized 5, 6, and 7. Please drop them off in the Education Wing on Sunday mornings, or 
any time during the week at the reception desk.   

 
FOOD PANTRY 

Your donations of food go a long way in helping the hungry of our community. Please drop off 
your bags of groceries at the church or you may also donate financially at gablesucc.org/give. 
Under the fund column, select “Food Pantry.” We also LOVE getting boxes from Amazon or 
other places filled with canned goods. 

 
PRAYER REQUESTS    

Weekly, the Called to Care Team receives prayer requests from     church family and friends. 
Each Wednesday at 12:30 p.m., they gather in prayer over Zoom to lift up these prayer requests, 
to pray for the church, and for the needs of the world. If you have a prayer concern to be prayed 
over by Called to Care, you may text it to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email Carol 
Fifield at miamifife@gmail.com.  
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

GABLES UCC WALKING GROUP  
Wednesdays, through May 25 from  6:00 p.m. – 7:15 p.m.  

Join Pastor Megan, church members, and friends for a weekly walk around the Granada Golf 
Course and back, approximately four miles. We will meet outside our church’s Fair Trade Shop 
and leave the church together as we begin our walk. Bring a flashlight. 
 

GARDEN WARRIORS  
Saturday, May 14 at 9:00 a.m. on the Church Grounds  

If you like to garden, pull weeds, plant flowers or just help make the exterior landscape of our 
historic church beautiful, then join us for a Garden Warriors’ workday. All volunteers will be 
welcomed and appreciated (kids too)! 

mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
mailto:miamifife@gmail.com


10 
 

ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION 
Atlas of the Heart 

Sundays, May 1-22 from 9:45 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. in Havighorst Lounge or Zoom 
A series based on the book and the H.B.O. series by Brené Brown 

In Atlas of the Heart, author Brené Brown writes, “If we want to find the way back to ourselves 
and one another, we need language and the grounded confidence to both tell our stories and be 
stewards of the stories that we hear.” Join Pastor Lisa as she facilitates a conversation about the 
language, tools, and framework necessary for meaningful connection. 

 
EXPATS AND VURCHERS 

Whether you are living across the Pond, on the Gulf of Mexico, in the Carolinas,  
or the hinterlands of the East or West Coast, please join our special fellowship group. 

 

We gather from around the world to check in with our Gables UCC members and friends living 
outside of South Florida. Whether you have been a former member or friend of the church and 
have moved away, or have found a home with us virtually, we invite you to be connected through 
this special group just for you.  
 

-------------------------------------------------- 
 

RECOVERY SUNDAY  
Next Sunday, May 15 at the 11:00 a.m. Service 

Healing was a central part of Jesus’ earthly ministry.  His gift of restoring human beings to full 
participation in their communities and delivering them from pain and illness is a hallmark of the 
great prophetic dream called the Reign of God.  It is where no one goes hungry, the ill and 
grieving are healed, and those in various kinds of prisons are set free for abundant life.   
 
For many years, Gables UCC has been home to recovery groups such as AA, Alateen, and 
Alanon. It is one of the ways we reach out and welcome those who are hurting or struggling to 
find sanctuary, hope, and support.  
 
On Sunday May 15 as part of our 11:00 a.m. worship, we will lift up the ministry of recovery, 
hear personal stories of renewal and hope, and provide information for those who would like to 
hear more about what is possible for renewal of life.    

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

YOUNG ADULT BRUNCH 
May 15 at Pastor Aaron’s 

If you are in your 20s-30s and want to build some community and make friends, join us for our 
monthly Young Adult Brunch! All are welcome to attend and feel free to bring a friend or 
partner. Contact Pastor Aaron at AaronL@gablesucc.org with any questions! 

 
LGBTQ+ BRUNCH  

Sunday, May 22 following 11:00 a.m. worship 
All LGBTQ (or wherever you are on the alphabet) members and friends of the church are invited 
to “come out” for brunch at Pastor Laurie’s. Join us after 11:00 a.m. worship for a delicious 
lunch, supportive conversation, and, as always, lots of laughter and fun. Brunch will be provided. 

mailto:AaronL@gablesucc.org?subject=Young%20Adult%20Brunch
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INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO KNOW 
How do I become a member of the church? 

If you don’t want to check your mind at the church door...  
If you know that God’s love embraces all people, no matter who they are…  

If you want religion with relevancy… 
If you’ve wished for an open and embracing community of faith to nurture your spirit, 

grow your faith, and raise your children… 
Then we warmly invite you to help us build the family of Gables UCC. 

 

If you are interested in “inquiring” about Gables UCC and what it means to be a member of our 
family of faith, please be in touch with Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org or 305.448.7421 
ext. 116 or be sure to attend the next Inquirer’s gathering for those wishing to “inquire” about 
church membership on Sunday, May 15 at 12:15 p.m.  

------------------------------------------------------------------- 
LUNCHTIME BIBLE STUDY 

Tuesday, May 17 at 12:00 noon via Zoom 
Join us for a mid-week Bible study. You provide your lunch at home, and one of our pastors will 
supply the Bible reflection! On the third Tuesday of every month, your pastors will reflect and 
lead a discussion on one of their most challenging or their favorite Bible scripture. Email Pastor 
Aaron at AaronL@gablesucc.org for the Zoom link. 

 
BEYOND TOLERANCE 

Teaching Interfaith Understanding to the Next Generation  
Sunday, May 15 at 12:15 p.m. in Havighorst Lounge and Zoom 

The America of the 21st century is the world’s most religiously diverse nation. Americans 
encounter religious diversity at work and school, in their neighborhoods, and often even at home 
in their families. Americans are challenged to engage with religious difference and the 
particularity of the religious other on a daily basis. This presentation by Dr. Ulrich Rosenhagen 
presents the University of Wisconsin-Madison’s Interfaith Fellows Program as a new 
interreligious teaching model in its wider American context. 

 
THE ELEPHANT RETURNS THIS SUMMER 

Has there ever been something you wanted to know about your faith, but were afraid to ask? 
Well, this is your chance to ask tough questions about the Bible, church, ethics, or life and get 
an honest and personal answer back from Pastor Laurie. Maybe it’s a topic or issue that we tend 
to sweep under the rug or ignore in order to keep the peace, avoid disagreement, or maybe not 
have to change… kind of like that proverbial elephant in the room or, in this case, in the pew. 
Email, text, or call Pastor Laurie, or go to the Gables UCC Facebook page and leave your 
question. She just might preach on it! Then join us after worship on these Sundays for the Sermon 
Feedback Café. 

---------------------------------------------- 
COMING IN JUNE 

Broken Wholeness: The Teachings, Lessons, and Wisdom of Father Henri Nouwen 
Sundays in June from 9:45 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. in Havighorst Lounge or on Zoom 

Led by Pastor Laurie  

mailto:AaronL@gablesucc.org?subject=Lunchtime%20Bible%20Study
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