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 No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome her.  

 

 

 

 

WELCOME 

Know that in this space you are welcome as you are, for who you are. 

Together we celebrate all of God’s children – young, old and in-between;  

male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight and in-between;  

the assured, the doubting, and the in-between;  

the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between;  

the foolish, the wise, and the in-between. 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 

The novel coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World 

Health Organization.  As a result, federal, state, and local governments and agencies recommend 

social distancing and have, in many locations, prohibited the congregation of groups of people. 

We are doing everything we can to be compliant with all regulations and ensure your safety. We 

have put in place preventative measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19, but we cannot 

guarantee that you or family members will not become infected. By your presence in our church 

building, you agree to the following: On behalf of yourself and your children, you hereby release, 

covenant not to sue, discharge, and hold harmless the Coral Gables Congregational UCC, its 

employees, agents, and representatives, of and from all liabilities, claims, actions, damages, 

costs, or expenses of any kind arising out of or relating to your participation in our programs, 

services or activities. You understand and agree that this release includes any claims based on 

the actions, omissions, or negligence of this organization, its employees, agents, and 

representatives, whether a COVID-19 infection occurs before, during, or after participation in 

any such program, service, or activity.  

 

The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 

    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 

 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 

3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 

CCLI License # 11282912 

 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

May 29, 2022                          Our faith is over 2000 years old;                                 11:00 a.m. 

Our thinking is not. 

 

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

It’s going to be okay in the end. If it’s not okay, it’s not the end. 

                                                                                                                   ~Anonymous 

 

*Indicates all who are able may stand 
 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                          

Dr. Ron Morgan, organ 

 

THE WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation.    
 

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are  

joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 
 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 

each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter. 
 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 

walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434 

or go to our church app. You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.  

For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are at the front doors. 

 

CALL TO COMMUNITY                 Shout to the Lord                                                 Zschech 

The Chancel Choir  

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  

    One: We gather today because we are called to worship together; 

    Many:    We are where God wants us to be. 

    One:      No matter where we go, no matter what we endure; 

    Many:     God is using us in kingdom-building ways. 

    One:      Even if we feel trapped or lost, a way has been made for us,  

to find another path or to bloom where we have been planted. 

Many: May we in this time of worship, find our voice to help change what is broken 

in this world. Give us power to rise above our fear that nothing can be done 

and grant us the conviction to advocate for change. 

    ALL:         Let us worship God! 

 

Please remain standing for the opening hymn. 

http://gablesucc.org/live
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*OPENING HYMN        Let Us Hope when Hope Seems Hopeless       
 

Let us hope when hope seems hopeless, 

When the dreams we dreamed have died. 

When the morning breaks in brightness, 

Hunger shall be satisfied. 

One who sows the fields with weeping 

Shall retrace the sorrowing way 

And rejoice in harvest bounty 

At the breaking of the day. 

 

Faith and hope in love’s compassion 

Will survive though knowledge cease, 

Though the tongues of joy fall silent, 

Dull the words of prophecies. 

Faith shall see and trust its object; 

Hope shall set its anchor sure; 

Love shall bloom in Love eternal. 

Faith and hope and love endure. 

 

Like a child outgrowing childhood, 

Setting childhood things away, 

We will learn to live in freedom, 

In the life of God’s new day. 

Now we see as in a mirror, 

Then we shall see face to face, 

Understand how love’s compassion 

Blossoms through amazing Grace. 

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

    One: There are no strangers in God’s House, just friends we have not yet met. 

Greet your neighbor with Christian love and let them know that you’re glad  

to see them! And to those worshipping online we are glad you are with us 

as well. Peace be with you.       

    Many: And also with you.   
 

If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, bow, hand over the heart, smile, or nod to others. 

If you are gathered with others at home, share words of peace with one another. 

 If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  

Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace with them.  

 

SUNG INTERLUDE                                                                                              from Taizé                     

Bless the Lord, my soul and bless God’s holy name; 

Bless the Lord, my soul who leads me into life. 
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HANDBELL ANTHEM   

                           Processional on All Things Bright and Beautiful           Arr. Page 
 

THE SCRIPTURE LESSON              Acts: 16:16-34 

One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave girl who had a spirit of 

divination and brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. While she 

followed Paul and us, she would cry out, "These men are slaves of the Most High God, who 

proclaim to you a way of salvation." She kept doing this for many days. But Paul, very much 

annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, "I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of 

her." And it came out that very hour.  

 

But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and 

Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the authorities. When they had brought 

them before the magistrates, they said, "These men are disturbing our city; they are Jews and 

are advocating customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or observe." The crowd 

joined in attacking them, and the magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and ordered 

them to be beaten with rods. After they had given them a severe flogging, they threw them into 

prison and ordered the jailer to keep them securely. Following these instructions, he put them 

in the innermost cell and fastened their feet in the stocks.  

 

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were 

listening to them. Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the foundations of the 

prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone's chains were 

unfastened. When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, he drew his sword 

and was about to kill himself, since he supposed that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul 

shouted in a loud voice, "Do not harm yourself, for we are all here." The jailer called for lights, 

and rushing in, he fell down trembling before Paul and Silas.  

 

Then he brought them outside and said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" They answered, 

"Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household." They spoke the 

word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. At the same hour of the night he 

took them and washed their wounds; then he and his entire family were baptized without delay. 

He brought them up into the house and set food before them; and he and his entire household 

rejoiced that he had become a believer in God. 
 

 

Friends, listen. God is still speaking. 

Thanks be to God!                                      

 

THE MORNING MESSAGE  

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner  

 

CHORAL RESPONSE  TO THE WORD                       

                       At this time, you may text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 

or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com to be included in this morning’s prayers and during 

the Called to Care prayer time on Wednesday. 



6 
 

                                                                     To Believe                                 Heather Sorenson 

The Chancel Choir  
 

Before I lay me down to rest, I ask the Lord one small request. 

I know I have all I could need, but this prayer is not for me. 

Too many people on this day don’t have a peaceful place to stay. 

Let all fighting cease, that Your children may see peace, 

wipe their tears of sorrow away. 
 

To believe in a day when hunger and war will pass away, 

To have the Hope amidst despair that ev’ry sparrow’s counted, 

That you hear each cry and listen to each prayer. 
 

Let me try always to believe that we can hear the hearts that grieve. 

Please help us not ignore anguished cries of the poor, 

Or their pain will never leave. 
 

Help us do you will, Creator, in the name of all that’s true, 

And we’ll see in one another the loving image of you. Amen. 
 

THE MORNING PRAYERS AND OUR SAVIOR’S PRAYER  

You are welcome to pray in the words, tradition, or language of your choosing… 

Our Creator, who art in heaven,  

Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,  

Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

SUNG PRAYER RESPONSE                                                                               from Taizé 
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INVITATION TO GIVE, SERVE, AND BELONG 

 

*CLOSING HYMN            We’ll Understand It Better By and By 
 

We are often tossed and driv’n  

On the restless sea of time,  

Somber skies and howling tempests 

 Oft succeed a bright sunshine, 

 In that land of perfect day,  

When the mists have rolled away,  

We will understand it better by and by.  

 

Refrain: 

By and by when the morning comes,  

All the saints of God are gathered home,  

We’ll tell the story how we’ve overcome:  

For we’ll understand it better by and by.  

 

We are often destitute  

Of the things that life demands, 

 Want of food and want of shelter,  

Thirsty hills and barren lands,  

We are trusting in the Lord,  

And according to His word,  

We will understand it better by and by.  

Refrain  

 

Trials dark on ev’ry hand,  

And we cannot understand,  

All the ways that God would lead us  

To that blessed Promised Land;  

But He guides us with His eye  

And we’ll follow till we die.  

For we’ll understand it better by and by.  

Refrain  

 

Temptations, hidden snares  

Often take us unawares, 

And our hearts are made to bleed  

For many a thoughtless word or deed,  

And we wonder why the test  

When we try to do our best.  

But we’ll understand it better by and by. 

Refrain  
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*THE SENDING FORTH        
 

    One: Be people of hope. 

Let hope live in your heart and share the hope of Christ with all you meet. 

Share hope by noticing someone else’s humanity. 

Share hope by listening to someone’s story. 

Share hope by praying for our world. 

In these challenging and yet meaningful days, may we see, feel, and share hope. 

    Many: Amen. 

 

*POSTLUDE                                    
 

Following the service, please join us in the Fellowship Hall for our Connection Café.  

Come, enjoy some refreshments as well as the chance to connect with others.   

  Visitors, we would LOVE to have you join us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 
 

If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we 

have found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice 

seeking a place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, 

we invite you into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please 

contact Pastor Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  
 

 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to 

places around the country and around the world; as well as folks who are actively involved in 

the church who have never set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and 

beliefs as a progressive, open-minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation. Whether an 

expat or “vurcher” (one who attends church virtually each week), please join us each Sunday for 

worship and for other programs and educational experiences online throughout the week.  

 

No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey,  

you are welcome here.  

 

 

The bulletin cover today is entitled: “Therefore I Will Hope” by Jan Richardson. 

 

 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and 

friends, filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general 

church business. If you would like to be included, contact Elena at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 
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IN OUR PRAYERS   

We remember all those places of war, violence, and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace for 

all people around the world. We especially hold in our prayers and love the people of the 

Ukraine; all who are tending to them and caring for them; and the world’s leaders that peace will 

prevail. A lighted candle on the altar symbolizes our prayers for peace, compassion, and unity.  

 

 

OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store 

or Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 

church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena 

Korallis, our Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 

FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 

Open TODAY from 12:00 noon – 1:00 p.m.  

Wednesday – Saturday from 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

Shop in support of our justice ministry. Each of your purchases helps artisans in developing 

countries build strong, local economies. These skilled workers are paid fair-living wages while 

crafting sustainable products that do not harm the environment. No child labor is used. Come, 

check out the beautiful and interesting hand-crafted items, clothing, and jewelry.  

 

MAY COLLECTION FOR LOTUS HOUSE  

Our Sunday School children and youth are collecting items that the women, children, or LGBT 

youth need at Lotus House, a homeless shelter in Miami. In May we are collecting boxes of 

diapers, sized 5, 6, and 7. Please drop them off in the Education Wing on Sunday mornings, or 

any time during the week at the reception desk.   

mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org


10 
 

FOOD PANTRY 

Your donations of food go a long way in helping the hungry of our community. Please drop off 

your bags of groceries at the church or you may also donate financially at gablesucc.org/give. 

Under the fund column, select “Food Pantry.” We also LOVE getting boxes from Amazon or 

other places filled with canned goods. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS    

Weekly, the Called to Care Team receives prayer requests from     church family and friends. 

Each Wednesday at 12:30 p.m., they gather in prayer over Zoom to lift up these prayer requests, 

to pray for the church, and for the needs of the world. If you have a prayer concern to be prayed 

over by Called to Care, you may text it to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email Carol 

Fifield at miamifife@gmail.com.  
 

 

END OF THE YEAR YOUTH GROUP PARTY 

Friday, June 3 at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

Dinner, dessert, games, and more. Parents and families are invited too. 

 

COMING IN JUNE 

Broken Wholeness: 

 The Teachings, Lessons, and Wisdom of Father Henri Nouwen 

Sundays in June from 9:45 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.  

In person in Havighorst Lounge or on Zoom 
 

One of the great privileges of Pastor Laurie's life was being invited to study with one of her 

mentors, Father Henri Nouwen, when he was a professor at Yale Divinity School and she was a 

young pastor. His teachings and writings have shaped and guided her ministry over these many 

years. The wisdom of Fr. Nouwen, however, is not just for clergy. In fact, it is for anyone 

wrestling with faith, finding themselves in the long night of the soul, seeking wholeness and 

fullness of life, and caring for others in the midst of their own woundedness.  

 

You are invited to share in this four-week series on Fr. Nouwen as we look at four of his greatest 

books: Making All Things New, In Memoriam, The Wounded Healer, and Reaching Out. While 

you are encouraged to read any of his books to get the flavor of his spirit and teachings, it is not 

required. Feel free to just come and learn about this remarkable man, a Dutch Catholic priest, 

professor, writer, and theologian, who is said to have been one of the most famous Christian 

spiritualists of the 20th century before his untimely death. The author of forty books. Fr. Nouwen 

taught at Notre Dame, Yale, and Harvard. He was also very involved in social justice issues: 

marching with Dr. King, serving the poor in Peru, and caring for the severely mentally disabled 

at Daybreak Community in Canada. 
 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  

Sunday, June 12 from 12:15 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. in the Library  

We gather to create beautiful prayer shawls to share with members of our church family who are 

ill or starting a new era in their lives. You do not have to know how to knit or crochet – someone 

will teach you. If you are looking for a ministry of prayer and care for others, this may be it. 

Help wrap someone in God’s love by creating a shawl. A light lunch will be provided. 

 

mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
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EXPAT AND VURCHERS GATHERING 

Sunday, June 5 at 12:30 p.m. via Zoom 
 

Join us for a gathering from around the world as we check in with our Gables UCC members 

and friends living outside of South Florida. Whether you have been a former member or friend 

of the church and have moved away, or have found a home with us virtually, we invite you to be 

connected through this special group just for you. Contact Pastor Laurie for the link. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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