The Gospel According to

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here

WELCOME
Know that in this space you are welcome as you are, for who you are.
Together we celebrate all of God’s children – young, old and in-between;
male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight and in-between;
the assured, the doubting, and the in-between;
the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between;
the foolish, the wise, and the in-between.

PLEASE NOTE:
The novel coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World Health
Organization. As a result, federal, state, and local governments and agencies recommend social
distancing and have, in many locations, prohibited the congregation of groups of people. We are doing
everything we can to be compliant with all regulations and ensure your safety. We have put in place
preventative measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19, but we cannot guarantee that you or family
members will not become infected. By your presence in our church building, you agree to the
following: On behalf of yourself and your children, you hereby release, covenant not to sue, discharge,
and hold harmless the Coral Gables Congregational UCC, its employees, agents, and representatives,
of and from all liabilities, claims, actions, damages, costs, or expenses of any kind arising out of or
relating to your participation in our programs, services or activities. You understand and agree that
this release includes any claims based on the actions, omissions, or negligence of this organization, its
employees, agents, and representatives, whether a COVID-19 infection occurs before, during, or after
participation in any such program, service, or activity.
The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor
The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor
The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations
Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ
3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317
Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org
CCLI License # 11282912
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April 24, 2022

ORDER OF WORSHIP
Our faith is over 2000 years old;
Our thinking is not.

11:00 a.m.

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO FLEETWOOD MAC
I think it has more to it than just a rock and roll band. For example, everybody’s real interested
in the fact that when we walk onstage, Christine is dressed in her trip, and John is wearing
cutoffs and a penguin T-shirt with knickers and vest, looking like Ichabod Crane, and Lindsey’s
in a suit, and I’m dripping in chiffon. It’s weird. All these people look like they’re going to a
different place. There’s no continuity in the five people whatsoever, except the spirit.”
~ Stevie Nicks
MANY THANKS TO OUR MUSICIANS THIS MORNING:
Steve Rucker, drummer; Nicky Orta, bass; Lindsey Blair, guitar
VOCALIST: Lauren Horgan
BACK-UP SINGERS: Anthony Cabrera, Nikki Schommer, Jasmine Williams
*SPECIAL THANKS to Clay Ostwald, keyboard and musical director
*Indicates all who are able may stand
THE WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation.
Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are
joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC.
Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online
each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live.
Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter.
Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these
walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text
“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434
or go to our church app. You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.
For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are at the front doors.
THE EASTER GOSPEL CONTINUES John 20:19-31
Later on that day, the disciples had gathered together, but, fearful, had locked all the doors in
the house. Jesus entered, stood among them, and said, “Peace to you.” Then he showed them
his hands and side.
The disciples, seeing the Master with their own eyes, were exuberant. Jesus repeated his
greeting: “Peace to you. Just as the Creator sent me, I send you.” Then he took a deep breath
and breathed into them. “Receive the Holy Spirit,” he said. “If you forgive someone’s wrongdoings they’re gone for good. If you don’t forgive them, what are you going to do with them?”
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But Thomas, sometimes called the Twin, one of the Twelve, was not with them when Jesus
came. The other disciples told him, “We saw the Master.” But he said, “Unless I see the nail
holes in his hands, put my finger in the nail holes, and stick my hand in his side, I won’t
believe it.”
Eight days later, his disciples were again in the room. This time Thomas was with them. Jesus
came through the locked doors, stood among them, and said, “Peace to you.” Then he focused
his attention on Thomas. “Take your finger and examine my hands. Take your hand and stick it
in my side. Don’t be unbelieving. Believe.”
Thomas said, “My Master! My God!”
Jesus said, “So, you believe because you’ve seen with your own eyes. Even better blessings are
in store for those who believe without seeing.”
Friends, listen. God is still speaking.
Thanks be to God!
OPENING SONG
Dreams
Now there you go again, you say you want your freedom
Well, who am I to keep you down?
It's only right that you should play the way you feel it
But listen carefully to the sound of your loneliness
Like a heartbeat, drives you mad
In the stillness of remembering what you had
And what you lost, of what you had and what you lost
Thunder only happens when it's raining
Players only love you when they're playing
They say women, they will come and they will go
When the rain washes you clean, you'll know, you'll know
Now here I go again, I see the crystal vision
I keep my visions to myself
It's only me who wants to wrap around your dreams and
Have you any dreams you'd like to sell?
Dreams of loneliness
Like a heartbeat, drives you mad
In the stillness of remembering what you had
And what you lost, and what you had, Remember what you lost
Thunder only happens when it's raining
Players only love you when they're playing
They say women, they will come and they will go
When the rain washes you clean you'll know…
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Stevie Nicks

*WORDS OF COMMITMENT
One:
Faith demands choice.
By the grace of God, we can choose.
Many:
We choose to believe
that light is better than darkness,
sharing is better than hoarding,
truth is better than deceit,
mercy is better than revenge,
love is better than indifference,
God is stronger than chaos.
One:
We choose to have faith in the God who is love
and choice will verify itself on the long and narrow road of life.
Many:
By grace, we choose to choose faith.
Thanks be to God!
One:
Then let us begin by sharing together our common prayer….
*THE LORDS PRAYER (as translated by Parker Palmer)
Heavenly Father, heavenly Mother,
Holy and blessed is your true name.
We pray for your reign of peace to come,
We pray that your good will be done,
let heaven and earth become one.
Give us this day the bread we need,
give it to those who have none.
Let forgiveness flow like a river between us,
from each one to each one.
Lead us to holy innocence beyond the evil of our days —
Come swiftly Mother, Father, come.
For yours is the power and the glory and the mercy:
Forever your name is All in One. Amen.
*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE
One:
“Jesus says to his disciples, 'Peace I leave with you, my own peace I give to
you.'" May we offer to one another words of peace by saying, “Peace be
with you.”
Many:
And also with you.
If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, bow, hand over the heart, smile, or nod to others.
If you are gathered with others at home, share words of peace with one another.
If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.
Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace with them.
MUSICAL REFLECTION
Rhiannon
Rhiannon rings like a bell through the night
And wouldn't you love to love her?
Takes to the sky like a bird in flight
And who will be her lover?
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Stevie Nicks

All your life you've never seen
Woman taken by the wind
Would you stay if she promised you heaven?
Will you ever win?
She is like a cat in the dark
And then she is to darkness
She rules her life like a fine skylark
And when the sky is starless
All your life you've never seen
Woman taken by the wind
Would you stay if she promised you heaven?
Will you ever win?
Will you ever win?
Taken by taken by the sky
Dreams unwind
Love's a state of mind
Dreams unwind
Love's a state of mind
THE MORNING MESSAGE
The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner
MUSICAL REFLECTION

Landslide

I took my love, I took it down
I climbed a mountain and I turned around
And I saw my reflection in the snow-covered hills
'Til the landslide brought me down
Oh, mirror in the sky
What is love?
Can the child within my heart rise above?
Can I sail through the changin' ocean tides?
Can I handle the seasons of my life?
Well, I've been afraid of changin'
'Cause I've built my life around you
But time makes you bolder
Even children get older
And I'm getting older too
Well, I've been afraid of changin'
'Cause I've built my life around you
But time makes you bolder
Even children get older
And I'm getting older too
Oh! I'm getting older too
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Stevie Nicks

Oh-oh, take my love, take it down
Oh-oh, climb a mountain and you turn around
And if you see my reflection in the snow-covered hills
Well, the landslide bring it down
And if you see my reflection in the snow-covered hills
Well, the landslide bring it down
Oh-ohh, the landslide bring it down
At this time, you may text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482
or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com to be included in this morning’s prayers and during
the Called to Care prayer time on Wednesday.
THE MORNING PRAYERS
MUSICAL REFLECTION

Go Your Own Way
Loving you
Isn't the right thing to do
How can I ever change things
That I feel
If I could
Maybe I'd give you my world
How can I
When you won't take it from me
You can go your own way
Go your own way
You can call it
Another lonely day
You can go your own way
Go your own way
Tell me why
Everything turned around
Packing up
Shacking up is all you want to do
If I could
Baby, I'd give you my world
Open up
Everything's waiting for you
You can go your own way
Go your own way
You can call it
Another lonely day
You can go your own way
Go your own way…
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Lindsey Buckingham

THE RECEIVING OF NEW MEMBERS
INTRODUCTIONS
COVENANT OF THE NEW MEMBERS
WORDS OF THANKSGIVING
COVENANT AND PROMISES OF THE CHURCH FAMILY
We welcome you with joy into our community of faith. We promise that when we walk
through these doors, we will treat each other like family and as beloved children of God.
We believe that we are stronger united together than as individuals, so we promise to
share our support in the work to which we feel called: striving for peace and justice
among all people, protecting and restoring the integrity of all God's creation, and
bringing hope to those most vulnerable. Amen.
WORDS OF WELCOME AND PROCLAMATION
Elizabeth Delgado, Member of the Executive Council of the Church
INVITATION TO GIVE, SERVE, AND BELONG
CLOSING SONG

Don't Stop
If you wake up and don't want to smile
If it takes just a little while
Open your eyes and look at the day
You'll see things in a different way
Don't stop thinking about tomorrow
Don't stop, it'll soon be here
It'll be better than before
Yesterday's gone, yesterday's gone
Why not think about times to come?
And not about the things that you've done
If your life was bad to you
Just think what tomorrow will do
Don't stop thinking about tomorrow
Don't stop, it'll soon be here
It'll be better than before
Yesterday's gone, yesterday's gone
All I want is to see you smile
If it takes just a little while
I know you don't believe that it's true
I never meant any harm to you…
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Christine McVie

*A FRANCISCAN BENEDICTION
May God bless you with Discomfort …
at easy answers, half-truths, and superficial relationships,
so that you may live deep within your heart.
May God bless you with Anger …
at injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people,
so that you may work for justice, freedom, and peace.
May God bless you with Tears …
to shed for those who suffer from pain, rejection, starvation, and war,
so that you may reach your hand to comfort them and to turn their pain into joy.
And may God bless you with enough Foolishness …
to believe that you can make a difference in this world,
so that you can do what others claim cannot be done.
Amen.
*POSTLUDE

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO FLEETWOOD MAC
In this service of worship, we will be drawing from the music of Fleetwood Mac, a BritishAmerican rock band who first formed in London in 1967. Fleetwood Mac is one of the bestselling bands in history, having sold more than 120 million records across the globe, making
them one of the world's best-selling bands. In 1998 the band were inducted into the Rock and
Roll Hall of Fame and received the Brit Award for Outstanding Contribution to Music. In 2018,
the band received the MusiCares Person of the Year award from The Recording Academy in
recognition of their artistic achievement in the music industry and dedication to philanthropy.
While most bands undergo a number of changes over the course of their careers, few of them
experienced more radical stylistic evolution than Fleetwood Mac. Initially conceived as a hardedged British blues combo in the late '60s, the band gradually evolved into a polished pop/rock
act over the course of a decade. Throughout all of their incarnations, the only consistent members
of Fleetwood Mac were drummer Mick Fleetwood and bassist John McVie -- the rhythm section
that provided the band with their name. The band began moving toward pop/rock with the
songwriting of pianist Christine McVie. By the mid-'70s, Fleetwood Mac had relocated to
California, where they added the soft rock duo of Lindsey Buckingham and Stevie Nicks to their
lineup.
While there is no religious system that permanently anchored Fleetwood Mac or their music, it
could be said that they did leave a gospel: one of love, personal freedom, hope, and the search
for transcendence. The music today is performed by local and nationally-known musicians; we
are so grateful for their talent and presence today. We invite you to approach this service with
the prayer that whether you are a longtime fan, or have never really listened to Fleetwood Mac,
God will open something new inside you.
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A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS
If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we
have found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice
seeking a place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself,
we invite you into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please
contact Pastor Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.
We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to
places around the country and around the world; as well as folks who are actively involved in
the church who have never set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and
beliefs as a progressive, open-minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation. Whether an
expat or “vurcher” (one who attends church virtually each week), please join us each Sunday for
worship and for other programs and educational experiences online throughout the week.
No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey,
you are welcome here.
Those worshipping with us online, please be sure to stay in touch. If you need anything or
would like to check in with one of the pastors, please just give us a call.
STAY IN TOUCH
Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and
friends, filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general
church business. If you would like to be included, contact Elena at ElenaK@gablesucc.org.
IN OUR PRAYERS
We remember all those places of war, violence, and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace for
all people around the world. We especially hold in our prayers and love the people of the
Ukraine; all who are tending to them and caring for them; and the world’s leaders that peace will
prevail. A lighted candle on the altar symbolizes our prayers for peace, compassion, and unity.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO KNOW
How do I become a member of the church?
If you don’t want to check your mind at the church door...
If you know that God’s love embraces all people, no matter who they are…
If you want religion with relevancy…
If you’ve wished for an open and embracing community of faith to nurture your spirit,
grow your faith, and raise your children…
Then we warmly invite you to help us build the family of Gables UCC.
If you are interested in “inquiring” about Gables UCC and what it means to be a member of our
family of faith, please be in touch with Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org or 305.448.7421
ext. 116.
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FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE
Open TODAY from 12:00 noon – 1:00 p.m.
Wednesday – Saturday from 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Shop in support of our justice ministry. Each of your purchases helps artisans in developing
countries build strong, local economies. These skilled workers are paid fair-living wages while
crafting sustainable products that do not harm the environment. No child labor is used. Come,
check out the beautiful and interesting hand-crafted items, clothing, and jewelry. Located at the
Columbus Blvd. entrance.
APRIL COLLECTION FOR LOTUS HOUSE
Our Sunday School children and youth are collecting items that the women, children, or LGBT
youth need at Lotus House, a homeless shelter in Miami. In April we are collecting full-size
bottles of body wash and bars of soap. Please drop them off in the Education Wing on Sunday
mornings, or any time during the week at the reception desk.
FOOD PANTRY
Your donations of food go a long way in helping the hungry of our community. Please drop off
your bags of groceries at the church or you may also donate financially at gablesucc.org/give.
Under the fund column, select “Food Pantry.” We also LOVE getting boxes from Amazon or
other places filled with canned goods.
OUR CHURCH APP
For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store
or Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with
church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena
Korallis, our Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org.
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TODAY

Xavier Cortada
As an artist and a professor, Cortada uses his art to inspire the community and help solve issues
of climate change and social injustice. He has created installations at both the North and South
Poles and often collaborates with scientists to further conversation and action around
environmental topics. He is currently a professor of art at the University of Miami.
---------------------------------------------------------------------PRAYER REQUESTS
Weekly, the Called to Care Team receives prayer requests from church family and friends.
Each Wednesday at 12:30 p.m., they gather in prayer over Zoom to lift up these prayer requests,
to pray for the church, and for the needs of the world. If you have a prayer concern to be prayed
over by Called to Care, you may text it to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email Carol
Fifield at miamifife@gmail.com.
GABLES UCC WALKING GROUP
Wednesdays, through May 25 from 6:00 p.m. – 7:15 p.m.
Join Pastor Megan, church members, and friends for a weekly walk around the Granada Golf
Course and back, approximately four miles. We will meet outside our church’s Fair Trade Shop
and leave the church together as we begin our walk. Bring a flashlight.
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You are invited to the Gables UCC All-Church Picnic and Cookout
Date: Saturday, May 7, 2022
Time: Noon-4:00 p.m.
Where: Tropical Park
Shelter: #10
Address: 7900 SW 40th St, Miami, FL 33155
Fee: $5.00 per person, maximum $20.00 per family
Children 5 years old and under attend for free.
Register: https://gablesucc.org/picnic
What’s on the menu? Burgers, veggie burgers, and hotdogs with chips, baked beans,
watermelon, and ice-cream! Cooked by our own Gables UCC Cookout Team!
Join us for a time of fellowship and fun. There will be face painting, crafts, relay races, and
music!
So, bring your folding chairs, blankets, soccer balls, jump ropes, frisbees, and don’t forget your
sunscreen!
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NEXT SUNDAY: MAY 1
We are pleased to welcome the Gables UCC Community Arts Program Miami Jazz
Institute ALL-STAR Jazz Ensemble to our 11:00 a.m. worship, to provide spirit-filled music for
our Sunday service.
ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION
Atlas of the Heart
Sundays, May 1-22 from 9:45 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.
A series based on the book and the H.B.O. series by Brené Brown
In Atlas of the Heart, author Brené Brown writes, “If we want to find the way back to ourselves
and one another, we need language and the grounded confidence to both tell our stories and be
stewards of the stories that we hear.” Join Pastor Lisa as she facilitates a conversation about the
language, tools, and framework necessary for meaningful connection.
BOOK READING AND SIGNING
Sunday, May 1 at 12:15 p.m. in Havighorst Lounge
Join our own Katie Martinez as she shares her first published book with her church family!
Merkle and the Hedge Fairies (Book one in the Jinx and Draco series)
Suggested audience: families of 3rd - 8th Graders, but all are welcome!
Especially young and old with a passion for protecting the environment!
PARENT AND PASTOR CONNECTION
Thursday, May 5 from 7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. on Zoom
Join Pastor Megan and other parents as we gather to share a prayer, collective wisdom, parental
struggles, and a word of inspiration. All parents are welcome to register for this monthly
gathering via Zoom.
BEST BUDDIES WALK
On May 14, Gables UCC will have its own team walking in the Best Buddies Friendship Walk.
All ages and abilities are invited to walk; whether you can walk a block or a mile-you are
welcome and needed on our team. Best Buddies is the world’s largest organization dedicated to
ending the social, physical, and economic isolation of the 200 million people with intellectual
and developmental disabilities (IDD). Please join our Gables UCC Team or donate to our team
at https://gablesucc.org/bestbuddies/
DONATIONS FOR FARM WORKERS IN SOUTH DADE
Miami is leading a Farm Workers Appreciation Drive and they need our help. Farm workers in
South Dade face a myriad of tough challenges, including being cost burdened by the many things
they need to buy in order to safely do their work. Catalyst Miami is working to create 100 kits
filled with essentials for farm workers and donate them at the end of May.
What to donate: Hydrocortisone anti-itch cream (1 oz/28 mg) or financial support through
Gables UCC.
Ways to donate: Bring your donations to the church on or before Sunday, May 1st or donate
to the "Catalyst Miami" fund on our giving page by Sunday May 1st.
14

THE ELEPHANT RETURNS THIS SUMMER
Has there ever been something you wanted to know
about your faith, but were afraid to ask? Well, this is
your chance to ask tough questions about the Bible,
church, ethics, or theology and get an honest and
personal answer back from Pastor Laurie. Maybe it’s
a topic or issue that we tend to sweep under the rug
or ignore in order to keep the peace, avoid
disagreement, or maybe not have to change… kind of
like that proverbial elephant in the room or, in this
case, in the pew. Email, text, or call Pastor Laurie, or
go to the Gables UCC Facebook page and leave your question. She just might preach on it! Then
join us after worship on these Sundays for the Sermon Feedback Café.
------------------------------------------------------------------------EXPATS AND VURCHERS
Whether you are living across the Pond, on the Gulf of Mexico, in the Carolinas,
or the hinterlands of the East or West Coast, please join our special fellowship group.
We gather from around the world to check in with our Gables UCC members and friends living
outside of South Florida. Whether you have been a former member or friend of the church and
have moved away, or have found a home with us virtually, we invite you to be connected through
this special group just for you. For the link, text Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email her at
LaurieH@gablesucc.org.

All LGBTQ+ members and friends of the church are invited to Pastor Laurie’s for lunch,
fellowship, and support on Sunday, May 22. Mark your calendars now – details coming!
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