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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here  
 
 
 

 
WELCOME  

 
Know that in this space you are welcome as you are, for who you are. 

Together we celebrate all of God’s children – young, old and in-between;  
male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight and in-between;  

the assured, the doubting, and the in-between;  
the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between;  

the foolish, the wise, and the in-between. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
The novel coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World Health 
Organization.  As a result, federal, state, and local governments and agencies recommend social 
distancing and have, in many locations, prohibited the congregation of groups of people. We are 
doing everything we can to be compliant with all regulations and ensure your safety. We have put 
in place preventative measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19, but we cannot guarantee that 
you or family members will not become infected. By your presence in our church building, you agree 
to the following: On behalf of yourself and your children, you hereby release, covenant not to sue, 
discharge, and hold harmless the Coral Gables Congregational UCC, its employees, agents, and 
representatives, of and from all liabilities, claims, actions, damages, costs, or expenses of any kind 
arising out of or relating to your participation in our programs, services or activities. You understand 
and agree that this release includes any claims based on the actions, omissions, or negligence of this 
organization, its employees, agents, and representatives, whether a COVID-19 infection occurs 
before, during, or after participation in any such program, service, or activity.  

 
The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 
    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 
 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 
3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 
CCLI License # 11282912 

 
 
 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
 

 
 

 

EASTER SELECTIONS FOR HARP 
Charlene Conner, harpist 

 

SELECTIONS FOR BELL CHOIR 

                                                                   Christ Arose!                                           Lloyd Larson  
                                                          Halle, Halle, Hallelujah                                  John Behnke 
                                                   Christ the Lord is Risen Today                         Mitchell Eithun  
 

VOCAL SELECTION 

                                                       Cantique de Jean Racine                      Gabriel Faure 
The Vocal Ensemble with Charlene Conner, harp 

 

O redeemer divine, our sole hope of salvation,  
eternal light of the earth and the sky, we kneel in adoration,  

O Savior, turn on us Thy loving eye,  
O Savior, turn on us Thy loving eye. 

Send down on us the fire of Thy grace all consuming,  
whose wondrous might dispersed the powers of dark,  
and rouse our slumbering souls with Thy radiance  

That they may waken Thy mercy to tell. 
O Christ, bestow Thy blessing on us, we implore Thee,  

who here are gathered on penitent knee.  
Accept the hymns we chant to Thine eternal glory. 

And these Thy gits we return unto Thee. 
 

CHORAL PROCESSIONAL 
                                      The Trumpet Shall Sound (from Messiah)                       G. F. Handel 
 

The Brass Ensemble with Dr. Greg Taylor, organ 
Francisco Dimas and Tyler Moore, trumpets; 

Dante Luciani and Gavin Kelley, trombones; Mark Schubert, timpani 
 

The alleluia this morning is presented by the Sasian Family who were the  
Keepers of the Alleluia during Lent.                     

 
 

CCLI License #112829124 
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EASTER FESTIVAL OF WORSHIP 
April 17, 2022                               Our faith is over 2000 years old;                                       11:00 a.m. 

Our thinking is not. 
 

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

I believe that imagination is stronger than knowledge. That myth is more potent than history.  
That dreams are more powerful than facts. That hope always triumphs over experience.  
That laughter is the only cure for grief. And I believe that love is stronger than death. 

                                                                                            ~ Robert Fulghum 
 

*Indicates all who are able may stand 
 

INTROIT                                       This is a Day for Rising              Joseph M. Martin 
The Chancel Choir with Brass Ensemble 

 

This is a time for new beginnings. This is a day for rising! 
This is the place for joyful endings. This is a day for rising! 
Come and walk the upward way; life is calling you today. 

God is rolling stones away.  
This is the time. This is the place. This is a day for rising! 

This is a morning made for singing. This is a day for rising! 
Here how the bells of heaven are ringing. This is a day for rising! 

Lift your voices to the skies. All creation testifies: 
Christ has opened paradise!  

This is the time. This is the place. This is a day for rising! 

This is a day for reaching skyward. Spread your faith and catch the wind. 
This is a season made for worship. Praise the Lord! 

Praise the Lord! Let your alleluia live again. 

This is a morning bright with glory. This is a day for rising! 
Sing to the dawn the wondrous story. This is a day for rising! 

All creation, find your voice. Let all life as one rejoice! 
This is the time. This is the place. This is a day for rising! Alleluia! 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
 

    One:  We gather again beside the empty tomb.  
We bring our spices and ointments,  
to tend with love to our enduring hopes,  
and to lay claim to the bright promise of a different way.  

 
    One: We gather at the empty tomb once more  

and we learn the lesson, again:  
that from the emptiness, can come a miracle;  
that even in our confusion and disbelief,  
hope can rise again and lead the way.  
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    One: We come to the empty tomb to learn again  
that the abundance of the universe is spread out before us.  
In our brokenness, in our wholeness,  
in our joyous times and in our despair,  
the God of new life is always with us.  

 

    One: Once more beside the empty tomb  
in the garden where hope is blossoming  
and the tree of life bears fruits of healing,  
once more, when least expected,  
we find the signs of resurrection.  

 

    People:  We are Easter People, and the fullness, hope, and joy of life is ours! 
 

Please stand for the hymn. 
 

*OPENING HYMN                  The Day of Resurrection 
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*AN AFFIRMATION OF EASTER FAITH (All)  
You are invited to affirm your faith as you wish… 

 

I believe in God, who made the world, loves it and smiles upon it.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ who has shown us the human face of God,  
and a love that refused to be limited, who calls us to a life that even death cannot end.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit through whom God reaches us, surprising, prompting and 
questioning us; who is the life-breath of creation, and the source of nurture,  
humor and hope.  
I believe we are people made in the likeness of God, capable of great creativity and great 
destruction and called to choose wisely between them.  
 

I believe that Christ leads us now, calling us to a life that is absurd by the standards of the 
world; calling us to resist hatred and to create and protect love, justice, and peace.  
 

And I believe that the foolishness of God is wiser than the wisdom of the world:  
and I rejoice that through the resurrection God has made it so. Amen.  
 

You may be seated following the Affirmation of Faith 
 

ANTHEM                                   Credo from Gospel Mass                                       Robert Ray  
Chancel Choir with Charmyn Kirton, soloist; Seth Woods, percussion 

 

 

THE MORNING PRAYERS  
 
CHORAL RESPONSE                    Ukrainian Alleluia                 Craig Courtney 
(Written by American composer Craig Courtney in 2007, the composer prefaces his composition 
with these words:  “In the summer of 2007, I had the privilege of being part of a mission team serving in the 
Ukraine. Because of its geographical position and rich natural resources, the country has a history of foreign 
invasion, occupation, and oppression. It is estimated that more than 25 million Ukrainians were killed during the 
20th century due to starvation, war, and the deadliest nuclear accident in history. Ukrainian Christians, in 
particular, suffered discrimination, arrest, torture, and even death for the sake of their beliefs. This anthem was born 
out of the knowledge of these circumstances. It is a musical portrayal of a quiet voice of faith, praise, and hope in the 
midst of suffering and tragedy.”)    
 
THE WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation.    

 

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are  
joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 
each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 

 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter. 
 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these walls but far beyond. If 
you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text “GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434 

or go to our church app. You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.  
For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are at the front doors. 

 

http://gablesucc.org/live
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ANTHEM                                               Crown Him                                  arr. By Dan Forrest  
The Chancel Choir with the Brass Ensemble 

 

Alleluia! Crown Him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne:  
Hark! How the heavenly anthem drowns all music but its own.  

Awake, my soul, and sing of Him who died for thee,  
and hail Him as thy matchless King through all eternity. Alleluia! 

Crown Him the Lord of love; Behold His hands and side,  
rich wounds, yet visible above, in beauty glorified  

No angel in the sky can fully bear that sight, 
 But downward bends his wondering eye at mysteries so bright. Alleluia! 

Crown Him the Lord of life! Who triumphed o’er the grave,  
Who rose victorious in the strife for those He came to save;  

His glories now we sing, who died, and rose on high,  
Who died eternal life to bring and lives that death may die. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 *THE EASTER GOSPEL                    Mark 16:1-8 
When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought 
spices, so that they might go and anoint him.  And very early on the first day of the week, when 
the sun had risen, they went to the tomb.  They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll 
away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?”  When they looked up, they saw that the 
stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a 
young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed.  But he said 
to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has 
been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him.  But go, tell his disciples and 
Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” So they 
went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said 
nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 
Friends, listen. God is still speaking!  
Thanks be to God!  
 
AN EASTER REFLECTION  Easter in Plain Sight: Stones  

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner 
 
*ANTHEM                          Hallelujah (from Handel’s Messiah)  

The Chancel Choir  
 
*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE  
    One:   The angel at the tomb told the women to go and tell the disciples the good news 

that Jesus was alive and that life, hope, and love are stronger than death. We, too, 
are called to the same task. Let us begin by offering one another the peace of the 
risen Christ. Christ is risen!  

    People:  Christ is risen, indeed!  
 

Greet others with words of hope and joy. ~ Please remain standing for the closing hymn. 
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*CLOSING HYMN                Christ the Lord is Risen Today                 
 

 
*BENEDICTION  

Following the benediction please be seated for the postlude. 
 

POSTLUDE                                 Toccata  from Symphony V                                  Widor  
Dr. Greg Taylor, organ, and the Brass Ensemble 
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A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 
If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we have 
found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a place 
to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite you into 
our community. For more information about the church or membership, please contact Pastor 
Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to places 
around the country and around the world; as well as folks who are actively involved in the church 
who have never set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and beliefs as a 
progressive, open-minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation. Whether an expat or 
“vurcher” (one who attends church virtually each week), please join us each Sunday for worship and 
for other programs and educational experiences online throughout the week.  
 

No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey, 
you are welcome here.  

 
Those worshipping with us online, please be sure to stay in touch. If you need anything or would like to check in 

with one of the pastors, please just give us a call.  
 

STAY IN TOUCH 
Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and friends, 
filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general church 
business. If you would like to be included, contact Elena at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 
IN OUR PRAYERS   

We remember all those places of war, violence, and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace for all 
people around the world. We especially hold in our prayers and love the people of the Ukraine; all 
who are tending to them and caring for them; and the world’s leaders that peace will prevail. A 
lighted candle on the altar symbolizes our prayers for peace, compassion, and unity. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO KNOW 
How do I become a member of the church? 

If you don’t want to check your mind at the church door...  
If you know that God’s love embraces all people, no matter who they are…  

If you want religion with relevancy… 
If you’ve wished for an open and embracing community of faith to nurture your spirit, 

grow your faith, and raise your children… 
Then we warmly invite you to help us build the family of Gables UCC. 

 

If you are interested in “inquiring” about Gables UCC and what it means to be a member of our 
family of faith, please be in touch with Pastor Laurie at Laurieh@gablesucc.org or 305.448.7421 x 
116.  

 
 
 
 

mailto:Laurieh@gablesucc.org
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 
Open TODAY from 12:00 noon – 1:00 p.m.  

Wednesday – Saturday from 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  
Shop in support of our justice ministry. Each of your purchases helps artisans in developing 
countries build strong, local economies. These skilled workers are paid fair-living wages while 
crafting sustainable products that do not harm the environment. No child labor is used. Come, 
check out the beautiful and interesting hand-crafted items, clothing, and jewelry. Located at the 
Columbus Blvd. entrance.  

 
APRIL COLLECTION FOR LOTUS HOUSE  

Our Sunday School children and youth are collecting items that the women, children, or LGBT 
youth need. In April we are collecting full-size bottles of body wash and bars of soap.  Please drop 
them off in the Education Wing on Sunday mornings, or any time during the week at the reception 
desk.   

 
FOOD PANTRY 

Your donations of food go a long way in helping the hungry of our community. Please drop off 
your bags of groceries at the church or you may also donate financially at gablesucc.org/give. Under 
the fund column, select “Food Pantry.” We also LOVE getting boxes from Amazon or other places 
filled with canned goods. 

 
OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store or 
Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 
church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena 
Korallis, our Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
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PRAYER REQUESTS    
Weekly, the Called to Care Team receives prayer requests from     church family and friends. Each 
Wednesday at 12:30 p.m., they gather in prayer over Zoom to lift up these prayer requests, to pray 
for the church, and for the needs of the world. If you have a prayer concern to be prayed over by 
Called to Care, you may text it to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email Carol Fifield at 
miamifife@gmail.com.  

 
Young voices have a lot to say through their music! Our Gables UCC Community Arts Program 
(CAP) amplifies this creativity with an opportunity that guides the writing of students’ original 
compositions, while helping students also discover more deeply the influences of standards. This is 
greatly piqued through CAP’s dedication to long-term mentorship by seasoned professionals. CAP 
Teaching Artists Daniel Strange and Derek Fairholm, with CAP Mentors from among Miami’s 
finest jazz musicians, join students in the CAP ALL-STAR Jazz Ensemble and CAP Jazz PREP 
Band.  
 
Tomorrow evening, Monday, April 18 at 7:00 p.m. join in an hour of great listening and 
discovery – from exciting debuts of student compositions to the performance of standards. Tune in 
to Miami's WDNA at 88.9 FM or join from anywhere in the world at www.WDNA.org!  
 
Visit www.CommunityArtsProgram.org. Learn more about our Community Arts Program (CAP) 
and its programs for children and youth, including all CAP Performing Ensembles and CAP 
Saturday Music Classes. 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
https://wdna.org/
https://communityartsprogram.org/
https://gablesucc.org/event/the-gospel-according-to-worship/
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LUNCHTIME AND THE BIBLE 
Tuesday, April 19 at 12:00 noon on Zoom 

You provide your lunch at home, and one of our pastors will supply the Bible reflection and 
conversation based on a favorite scripture passage. Email Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org 
for this month’s Zoom link. 
 

GABLES UCC WALKING GROUP  
Wednesdays, through May 25 from  6:00 p.m. – 7:15 p.m.  

Join Pastor Megan, church members, and friends for a weekly walk around the Granada Golf Course 
and back, approximately four miles. We will meet outside our church’s Fair Trade Shop and leave 
the church together as we begin our walk. Bring a flashlight. 

 
SISTERS ON SOJOURN  

Saturday, April 23 at 9:30 a.m. via Zoom 
All women, regardless of age, are invited to join in this relaxed and easy-going group. We are women 
joining together to hear each other’s stories, provide support and encouragement, to laugh, and to 
occasionally learn something.  Please email Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org 

 

Next Sunday, April 24  - Xavier Cortada 
As an artist and a professor, Cortada uses his art to inspire the community and help solve issues of 
climate change and social injustice. He has created installations at both the North and South Poles 
and often collaborates with scientists to further conversation and action around environmental 
topics. He is currently a professor of art at the University of Miami.  

mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org?subject=Lunchtime%20Bible%20Study%20Zoom%20Link
mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org?subject=Sisters%20on%20Sojourn
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You are invited to the Gables UCC All-Church Picnic and Cookout 

Date: Saturday, May 7, 2022 

Time: Noon-4:00 p.m. 

Where: Tropical Park 

Shelter: #10 

Address: 7900 SW 40th St, Miami, FL 33155 

Fee: $5.00 per person, maximum $20.00 per family 

Children 5 years old and under attend for free. 

Register: https://gablesucc.org/picnic 

What’s on the menu? Burgers, veggie burgers and hotdogs with chips, baked 
beans, watermelon and ice-cream! Cooked by our own Gables UCC Cookout 
Team! 
 

Join us for a time of fellowship and fun. There will be face painting, crafts, relay 
races, and music! 
 
So, bring your folding chairs, blankets, soccer balls, jump ropes, frisbees, and 
don’t forget your sunscreen! 

https://gablesucc.org/picnic
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BEST BUDDIES WALK  
 

On May 14, Gables UCC will have its own team walking in the Best Buddies Friendship Walk. All 
ages and abilities are invited to walk; whether you can walk a block or a mile-you are welcome and 
needed on our team. Best Buddies is the world’s largest organization dedicated to ending the social, 
physical, and economic isolation of the 200 million people with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities (IDD). Please join our Gables UCC Team or donate to our team 
at https://gablesucc.org/bestbuddies/ 

 

 
THE ELEPHANT RETURNS THIS SUMMER  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Has there ever been something you wanted to know about your faith, but were afraid to ask? Well, 
this is your chance to ask tough questions about the Bible, church, ethics, or life and get an honest 
and personal answer back from Pastor Laurie. Maybe it’s a topic or issue that we tend to sweep 
under the rug or ignore in order to keep the peace, avoid disagreement, or maybe not have to 
change… kind of like that proverbial elephant in the room or, in this case, in the pew. 
 
Over the past sixteen years, she has answered questions concerning Palestine and Israel, atonement, 
angels, the afterlife, being spiritual vs. being religious, and even one in 2010 about whether LeBron 
James, Chris Bosh and Dwayne Wade were really the “New Kingdom” as the Miami Herald declared. 
(For the record, she said yes). Email, text, or call Pastor Laurie, or go to the Gables UCC Facebook 
page and leave your question. She just might preach on it! Then join us after worship on these 
Sundays for the Sermon Feedback Café.  

 
EXPATS AND VURCHERS 

Whether you are living across the Pond, on the Gulf of Mexico, in the Carolinas,  
or the hinterlands of the East or West Coast, please join our special fellowship group. 

 

We gather from around the world to check in with our Gables UCC members and friends living 
outside of South Florida. Whether you have been a former member or friend of the church and 
have moved away, or have found a home with us virtually, we invite you to be connected through 
this special group just for you. For the link, text Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email her at 
LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

https://gablesucc.org/bestbuddies/
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Ready to cook up some fun? Join Gables UCC for the 2022 Vacation Bible Camp: Food Truck 
Party! Our Chefs (a.k.a. Campers) will spend all week learning about God through catchy music, 
exciting science experiments, and more fun activities! We are on a roll with God! 
 

ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION 
Atlas of the Heart 

Sundays, May 1-22 from 9:45 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. 
A series based on the book and the H.B.O. series by Brené Brown 

 

In Atlas of the Heart, author Brené Brown writes, “If we want to find the way back to ourselves and 
one another, we need language and the grounded confidence to both tell our stories and be stewards 
of the stories that we hear.” Join Pastor Lisa as she facilitates a conversation about the language, 
tools, and framework necessary for meaningful connection 
 

BOOK READING AND SIGNING 
Sunday, May 1 at 12:15 p.m. in Havighorst Lounge 

Join our own Katie Martinez as she shares her first published book with her church family! 
 

Merkle and the Hedge Fairies (Book one in the Jinx and Draco series) 
Suggested audience: families of 3rd - 8th Graders, but all are welcome!  

Especially young and old with a passion for protecting the environment! 
Refreshments will be served. 

 
YOUNG ADULT SERVICE COMMUNITY  

 

Do you or someone you know have a guest house or an apartment that you are willing to rent for 
free or a reduced price? This fall, our congregation is planning to host two interns as a part of our 
Young Adult Service Community. As a part of the program, we will provide housing for both interns 
in Miami-Dade County. Please be in contact with Pastor Aaron at AaronL@gablesucc.org if you are 
interested in helping out with housing for this life-changing program for young people! 

mailto:AaronL@gablesucc.org?subject=Housing%20for%20Interns
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