
 Lenten Evening Vespers 



LENTEN EVENING VESPERS 
Wednesday, March 23, 2022 

6:30 p.m. 
 

Worship Leaders: 
 Pastor Laurie; Brandon Mowry, vocalist; Ron Morgan, piano  

 

 

As We Gather  

Let us be still as we draw near to worship God... Take some time to remind 
yourself why we are gathered together this evening... Listen, God speaks even 

through the background noise of the world around us... 
 

Come and find the quiet center, 
in the crowded life we lead 

find the room for hope to enter, 
find the frame where we are freed: 

clear the chaos and the clutter, 
clear our eyes that we may see 

all the things that really matter, 
be at peace and simply be. 

 
Silence is a friend who claims us, 
cools the heat and slows the pace, 

God it is who speaks and names us, 
knows our being, touches base, 

making space within our thinking, 
lifting shades to show the sun, 

raising courage when we’re shrinking, 
finding scope for faith begun. 

 
In the Spirit let us travel, 
open to each other’s pain, 

let our loves and fears unravel, 
celebrate the space we gain: 

there’s a place for deepest dreaming, 
there’s a time for heart to care, 
in the Spirit’s lively scheming 
there is always room to spare! 

 
Gathering Music  

Ron Morgan, piano  



Welcome and Opening Prayer  
 

Introit                                                Gather Us In              Brandon Mowry, vocalist 
 

Call to Worship                                                                                            
    One:  Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,  

the light not darkness can overcome. 
    Many: Stay with us Lord, for it is evening, and the day is almost  

over.  Let your light scatter the darkness and illumine  
our lives. 

One: Joyous light of glory: Of the immortal Creator, heavenly, holy, 
blessed Jesus Christ. We have come to the setting of the sun, and we 
look to the evening light.  

Many: We sing to God, the Creator, Son, and Holy Spirit: You are 
worthy of being praised with pure voices forever. O Son of 
God, O Giver of life: The universe proclaims your glory. 

 

Evening Hymn   



Reading                                     Matthew 5:1-14 
 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, 
his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

 ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 ‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

 ‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

 ‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,  
  for they will be filled. 

 ‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

 ‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

 ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

 ‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,  
  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 
‘You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness  
  be   restored? It is no longer good for anything but is thrown out and trampled  
  underfoot. 

‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden. No one 
after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and 
it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before 
others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Creator  in 
heaven. 

Song  

Walk in the light, the beautiful light. 
Come where the dew drops of mercy shine bright. 

Shine all around us by day and by night. 
Jesus, the light of the world. 

 
Reflection  
   

Sung Response                  Bless the Lord, My Soul                                        Taizé 

Bless the Lord, my soul and bless God’s holy name; 
Bless the Lord, my soul who leads me into life. 

 



Guided Prayer Interspersed with Quiet Prayer 

Community Prayer 

Heavenly Mother, Heavenly Father  
Holy and blessed is your true name.  

We pray for your reign of peace to come.  
We pray that your good will be done.  

Let heaven and earth become one.  
Give us this day the bread we need.  

Give it to those who have none.  
Let forgiveness flow like a river between us  

From each one to each one to each one.  
Lead us to holy innocence beyond the evil of our days: 

Come swiftly Mother, Father, come.  
For yours is the power and the mercy, and the glory.  

Forever your name is all one. Amen. 

Sung Response   In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful  Taizé 

In the Lord I'll be ever thankful, in the Lord I'll rejoice. 
Look to God, do not be afraid, lift up your voices, the Lord is near; 

Lift up your voices the Lord is near. 

Benediction 
One: O Blessed God, who neither slumbers nor sleeps, take us into your 

gracious keeping for this night and make us mindful of your ever-
enduring presence. 

 Many: O God, in whom we trust, help us by your grace so to live 
that we may do so without fear, and grant now at this day’s 
close that our song may be: I will lay me down in peace, 
and sleep, for you, Lord, makes me dwell in safety. 
Amen. 

FOLLOWING THE BENEDICTION, YOU MAY QUIETLY LEAVE AS YOU WISH 



Lenten Season 2022 

Lent in Plain Sight

Sundays, March 6 – April 10 

God is often at work through the ordinary: ordinary people, ordinary objects, 
ordinary grace. Through the ordinary, God communicates love, forgiveness, 
hope, revelation, and reconciliation. It is often through the mundane that we 
hear God's quiet voice.  

During this season of Lent, we will focus on ordinary objects that Jesus would 
have encountered on his way to Jerusalem: dust, bread, the cross, coins, shoes, 
oil, coats, towels, thorns, and stones. In each object, we will encounter anew the 
beauty and meaning of Lent as we travel to the brilliance and joy of Easter 
Sunday.  Join us for this special Lenten journey. The Sacrament of Holy 
Communion will be served each week at both services.  

WORSHIP WITH US 

One Church ~ Three Congregations 

9:00 a.m. Communion Service in the Chapel 

10:00 a.m. Spanish-Language Worship  

11:00 a.m. Worship In-Person or Online 

For information about upcoming German services, 

 please go to our church website at www.gablesucc.org. 



SUNDAY MORNING ADULT EDUCATION 
Witness at the Cross 

Sundays, through April 10 from 9:45 a.m. -10:45 a.m. 
A DVD series based on the book by Dr. Amy Jill Levine 

In-Person in Havighorst Lounge or on Zoom 

In Witness at the Cross, Dr. Amy-Jill Levine shows how the people at the cross 
each have distinct roles to play. Each Evangelist presents a distinct picture of the 
death of Jesus. Each portrays different individuals and groups of people at the 
cross, each offers different images and dialogues, and so from each, we learn 
how those meanings and messages cross the centuries to any who would come 
to the cross today. Facilitated by Pastor Megan. Please contact her at 
MeganS@gablesucc.org for the Zoom link.  

MIDDAY LENTEN DEVOTIONS 
Wendell Berry and the Poetry of the Lord 

Tuesdays, through April 5 from noon – 1:00 p.m. via Zoom 

In our Midday Lenten Devotions, biblical texts and simple, accessible practices 
weave together with Weddell Berry’s poetic vision, creating a 40-day journey 
into the heart of the holiest week of the year. Each Tuesday afternoon, biblical 
scripture and Berry’s poems will illuminate each other, and awaken in us the 
holiness of the journey to Easter morning. To register in advance for this Zoom 
gathering, please contact Pastor Megan at MeganS@gablesucc.org.

LENTEN VESPERS 
Wednesdays, through April 6, from 6:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

In the Sanctuary or Online 

Vespers, also called Evening Prayer, will take place each Wednesday evening in 
Lent, just as dusk begins to fall. During each service we will give thanks for the 
day just passed, quiet our hearts and spirits in preparation for a good night’s 
rest and offer up prayers of intercession for the needs of the world. This quiet 
time together offers the perfect peaceful break we need from the stress and noise 
of life around us. A light soup dinner will be served each Wednesday 
beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Courtyard. All are welcome to join us in-person 
or online.  

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 
3010 De Soto Blvd., Coral Gables, FL  33134

305.448.7421 - www.gablesucc.org 
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