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 Lent in Plain Sight 

BREAD 
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-----No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here

WELCOME  

Know that in this space you are welcome as you are, for who you are. 

Together we celebrate all of God’s children – young, old and in-between; 

male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight and in-between;  

the assured, the doubting, and the in-between;  

the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between;  

the foolish, the wise, and the in-between. 

PLEASE NOTE: 

The novel coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World 

Health Organization.  As a result, federal, state, and local governments and agencies recommend 

social distancing and have, in many locations, prohibited the congregation of groups of people. 

We are doing everything we can to be compliant with all regulations and ensure your safety. We 

have put in place preventative measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19, but we cannot 

guarantee that you or family members will not become infected. By your presence in our church 

building, you agree to the following: On behalf of yourself and your children, you hereby release, 

covenant not to sue, discharge, and hold harmless the Coral Gables Congregational UCC, its 

employees, agents, and representatives, of and from all liabilities, claims, actions, damages, 

costs, or expenses of any kind arising out of or relating to your participation in our programs, 

services or activities. You understand and agree that this release includes any claims based on 

the actions, omissions, or negligence of this organization, its employees, agents, and 

representatives, whether a COVID-19 infection occurs before, during, or after participation in 

any such program, service, or activity. 

The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 

    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 

3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 

CCLI License # 11282912 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

March 6, 2022    Our faith is over 2000 years old       11:00 a.m.  

Our thinking is not. 

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 

This morning our Lenten journey begins, a season once described as a time to “wipe our feet” 

before entering the glory of Easter by taking time for introspection, self-examination, and 

repentance.  To mark this holy season, you will note that we are "unplugging" for a few weeks 

from our usual exuberant worship and making our time together more reflective and meditative 

as we remember the forty days Jesus spent in the wilderness preparing for His ministry. As much 

as possible, we encourage no applause following choir anthems or music offerings. We are 

a joyous people here at Coral Gables UCC, and we love the laughter, delight, and spirit of our 

Christian faith. May this Lenten season bring us to a renewal of that joy and a deeper 

understanding of our church year. 

THE GATHERING MUSIC  

WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner  

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, 

you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation.    

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are 

joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC.

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 

each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter. 

MOMENT FOR MISSION                   Best Buddies           Kathy and Allen Feldman 

Best Buddies will be outside the front door after church so folks may sign up to walk on the 

Gables UCC Team or make a financial donation to our Gables UCC Team. 

MUSIC FOR MEDITATION 

We invite you to be in a time of quiet prayer and meditation to prepare your 

heart, mind, and spirit for worship. 

*THE CALL TO WORSHIP

    One: In mystery and grandeur, we see the face of God. 

    Many: In earthiness and the ordinary, we know the love of 

Christ. 

    One: In the heights and depths of love and joy, the Spirit moves 

among us. 

    Many: In awe and wonder we come to worship. 

Please remain standing for the hymn. 

http://gablesucc.org/live
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*OPENING HYMN                        Jesus Took the Bread         
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*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST                                              

One: Friends, in Christ we have a God who walks with us, eats with us, mourns with us, 

dances a joyful dance with us. God in Christ is present in us and all around us. Let 

us honor God in one another by saying, “The peace of Christ be with you.” 

     Many: And also with you.   
 

If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, bow, hand over the heart, smile, or nod to others. 

If you are gathered with others at home, share words of peace with one another. 

 If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  

Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace with them.  

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE (Sung) 
 

Bless the Lord, my soul and bless God’s holy name 

Bless the Lord, my soul who leads me into life. 

 

TESTIMONY                                                                                    Nathan Davidson-Schmich 

Each Sunday we invite members and friends to testify or witness to what this church, their faith, 

or an organization that is supported through this congregation means to them. Over the next 

weeks, members of our recent Confirmation Class will share their personal statements of faith 

as their testimony.   

 

THE GIFT OF MUSIC            One Bread, One Body, One Lord                           Foley/Hayes 
 

One bread, one body, one Lord of all, 

one cup of blessing which we bless. 

And we, though many, throughout the earth, 

we are one body in this one Lord. 
 

Gentile or Jew, servant or free, woman or man no more… 
 

Many the gifts, many the works, one in the Lord of all…. 
 

 

THE SCRIPTURE LESSON             Matthew 6:7-15 

“When you are praying, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do; for they think that 

they will be heard because of their many words. Do not be like them, for your Creator knows 

what you need before you ask. “Pray then in this way: 
 

Our Father in heaven,  hallowed be your name. 

Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,  

 as we also have forgiven our debtors. 

And do not bring us to the time of trial but rescue us from the evil one. 

For if you forgive others their trespasses,  

your heavenly Creator will also forgive you; 

but if you do not forgive others,  

neither will your Creator forgive your trespasses.” 

Friends, listen, God is still speaking! Thanks be to God! 
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THE MORNING MESSAGE     Lent in Plain Sight: Bread  

The Rev. Megan Smith 

 

HYMN                                         As We Gather at Your Table 

The congregation may remain seated for the hymn. 



7 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Our table is wide-open to all who desire a closer relationship with God no matter your age, 

gender, station in life, sexual orientation, or faith tradition.  We use grape juice and gluten 

free bread sets are available on the communion table so that all may come freely. 

 

INVITATION  

    One:  Fellow travelers, what do we seek in this season of Lent? 

    All:  We seek bread for the journey, rest along the way,   

and most of all, we seek peace for ourselves and for the world. 

    One:  And where do we find peace? 

    All:  Peace is found at Christ's table,  

in the breaking of bread and the sharing of the cup,   

        in serving one another and partaking in the feast.  

        Peace is found in the Body of Christ,  

incarnate here among us, broken and blessed for us;        

the hands that serve, the feet that bring good news, 

         the Body of Christ that opens the door and welcomes  

the weary, the hungry, and the lost this Lenten season. 

    One:  Fellow travelers, let us pray... 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER  

You may text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 

or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com to be included in the prayers of  

the Called to Care Prayer Team this week.  

 

OUR SAVIOR’S PRAYER        

You are welcome to use the language or words of your tradition or choice. 
 

Our Creator who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

THE SHARING OF BREAD AND CUP  

For those worshipping in the sanctuary, you are invited to come forward to receive your bread 

and cup, and a blessing from one of the pastors. You will be excused from your pew by an 

usher to come down the center aisle. Please return to your pew by the side aisle.  
 

Once you are seated, please individually eat your bread and drink from your cup, symbolizing 

your individual relationship with Christ amid the unity of our worshipping congregation.  

 

COMMUNION MUSIC                       Panis Angelicus  

Anthony Cabrera, vocalist  
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INVITATION TO GIVE, SHARE, AND BELONG  
 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 

walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434 or go to our church app.  
 

You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.  

For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are at the front doors. 

 

*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION  

      One:       Friends in Christ, companions on his life-giving way; go well into the unfolding  

         week. Behold beauty along your paths, seek conversation with that which you fear,   

         hold fast to conviction yet let go of limited perspective. Live out of love.  
          

         Recognize the gifts of the ordinary. And the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the  

         goodness of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you and for you,  

         now and always.  

                ALL:     Amen. 

 

*SUNG CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  

In the Lord I'll be ever thankful, in the Lord I'll rejoice. 

Look to God, do not be afraid, lift up your voices, the Lord is near; 

Lift up your voices the Lord is near. 

 
*POSTLUDE                                      
 

Following our service this morning, we invite you to enjoy fellowship outside with the pastors, 

church members, and friends. Please join us for some refreshments and lemonade on the green 

space on the westside of the sanctuary. Visitors, we would LOVE to have you. 
 

Those worshipping with us online, please be sure to stay in touch. If you need anything or 

would like to check in with one of the pastors, please just give us a call.  

 

 
 

A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 

If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we 

have found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice 

seeking a place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, 

we invite you into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please 

contact Pastor Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  
 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to 

places around the country and around the world. Folks are actively involved in our church who 

have never set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and beliefs as a 

progressive, open-minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation.  
 

No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey, 

you are welcome here.  
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IN OUR PRAYERS  

We remember all those places of war, violence, and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace for 

all people around the world. We especially hold in our prayers and love the people of the 

Ukraine; all who are tending to them and caring for them; those who are protesting in Russia; 

and the world’s leaders that peace will prevail. A lighted candle on the altar symbolizes our 

prayers for peace, compassion, and unity. 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and 

friends, filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general 

church business. If you would like to be included, contact Drew at DrewS@gablesucc.org. 

 

GET OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store 

or Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 

church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena 

Korallis, our Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 
 

FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 

Open TODAY from 12:00 noon – 1:00 p.m.  

Wednesday – Saturday from 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

Come and safely shop (masks required) in support of our justice ministry. Each of your purchases 

helps artisans in developing countries build strong, local economies. These skilled workers are 

paid fair-living wages while crafting sustainable products that do not harm the environment. No 

child labor is used. Located at the Columbus Blvd. entrance.  

mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org


10 

OUR JOURNEY THROUGH LENT 2022 

Lent in Plain Sight  

God is often at work through the ordinary: ordinary people, ordinary objects, ordinary grace. 

Through the ordinary, God communicates love, forgiveness, hope, revelation, and reconciliation. 

It is often through the mundane that we hear God's quiet voice. During this season of Lent, we 

will focus on ordinary objects that Jesus would have encountered on his way to Jerusalem: dust, 

bread, the cross, coins, shoes, oil, coats, towels, thorns, and stones. In each object, we will 

encounter anew the beauty and meaning of Lent as we travel to the brilliance and joy of Easter 

Sunday.  Join us for this special Lenten journey. The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be 

served each week at both services.  

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT EDUCATION 

Witness at the Cross 

Sundays, March 6 - April 10 from 9:45 a.m. -10:45 a.m. 

A DVD series based on the book by Dr. Amy Jill Levine 

In-Person in Havighorst Lounge or on Zoom 

In Witness at the Cross, Dr. Amy-Jill Levine shows how the people at the cross each have distinct 

roles to play. Each Evangelist presents a distinct picture of the death of Jesus. Each portrays 

different individuals and groups of people at the cross, each offers different images and 

dialogues, and so from each, we learn how those meanings and messages cross the centuries to 

any who would come to the cross today. Facilitated by Pastor Megan. Please contact her at 

MeganS@gablesucc.org for the Zoom link.  

MIDDAY LENTEN DEVOTIONS 

Wendell Berry and the Poetry of the Lord 

Tuesdays, March 8 – April 5 from noon – 1:00 p.m. via Zoom 

In our Midday Lenten Devotions, biblical texts and simple, accessible practices weave together 

with Weddell Berry’s poetic vision, creating a 40-day journey into the heart of the holiest week 

of the year. Each Tuesday afternoon, biblical scripture and Berry’s poems will illuminate each 

other, and awaken in us the holiness of the journey to Easter morning. To register in advance for 

this Zoom gathering please contact Pastor Megan at Megans@gablesucc.org. 

LENTEN VESPERS 

Wednesdays, March 9 – April 6, from 6:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

In the Sanctuary or Online 

Vespers, also called Evening Prayer, will take place each Wednesday evening in Lent, just as 

dusk begins to fall. During each service we will give thanks for the day just passed, quiet our 

hearts and spirits in preparation for a good night’s rest and offer up prayers of intercession for 

the needs of the world. This quiet time together offers the perfect peaceful break we need from 

the stress and noise of life around us. A light soup dinner will be served each Wednesday 

beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Courtyard. All are welcome to join us in-person or online.  

mailto:MeganS@gablesucc.org
mailto:Megans@gablesucc.org
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Joining  us  on  Sunday ,  March  27  

11:00  a .m.  worship  

---------------------------------- 

SHADES OF YALE UNIVERSITY
Founded in 1988 to celebrate music of the  

African diaspora & African-American tradition  

Almost 35-years-ago a group of Black students came together at a pre-orientation 

program to create a space on the campus of Yale University where their voices - 

and the music they loved - could be heard. Led by Titilayo Ngwenya, Shades has 

risen to become one of Yale's premiere a cappella groups since the group's 

inception in 1988. 

As a non-profit co-educational a cappella group with humble roots, Shades has 

toured both domestically and internationally over the years.  In addition, Shades 

has sung alongside Black music icons such as Lenny Kravitz, Angelique Kidjo, 

and Sweet Honey in the Rock, and performed for  the late Nelson Mandela, 

Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor, and former President Barack Obama 

and First Lady Michelle Obama. 

They will be sharing their music with us on Sunday, March 27 as part of our 11:00 

a.m. morning worship. Truly a Sunday not to be missed.

---------------------------------- 
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PACT (PEOPLE ACTING FOR COMMUNITY TOGETHER) 

Miami-Dade’s largest interfaith coalition of diverse congregations working together for 

social and economic justice for our communities. 

In the state of Florida over 26,000 adults spend time in jail every year over first-time, 

nonviolent misdemeanor offenses. At our PACT Rally we will prepare and organize our 

power to do something about this! We will hear from our Adult Civil Citations and the 

Housing & Environment committees about what we will be fighting for and which public 

officials we will be engaging to take action. This is our final rally before the Nehemiah 

Action on March 28! For more information, contact Pastor Aaron or Pastor Laurie. 

------------------------------------------------- 

GABLES UCC WALKING GROUP 

Wednesdays, through May 25 from  6:00 p.m. – 7:15 p.m. 

Meet Outside the Fair Trade Shop 

Join Pastor Megan, church members, and friends for a weekly walk around the Granada Golf 

Course and back, approximately four miles. We will meet outside our church’s Fair Trade Shop 

and leave the church together as we begin our walk. Bring a flashlight.  

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

Monday, March 14 from 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. at Pastor Laurie’s Home 

Now that we have completed prayer shawls for the Confirmation Class and have some beautiful 

new ones tucked away for those in need, this month we are taking on a new project. Help us 

paint stones to be handed out on Easter Sunday! You don’t have to know how to paint or be a 

great artist (trust us on this). If you like sharing in a special project for the church and creating 

something beautiful for others to enjoy, while in the company of fun and caring folks, then this 

may just be the group or project for you. Tea and cookies provided!  
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INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO KNOW 

How do I become a member of the church? 

If you’ve wished for an open and embracing community of faith to grow your faith… 

Then we warmly invite you to help us build the family of Gables UCC. 

If you are interested in “inquiring” about Gables UCC and what it means to be a member of our 

family of faith, we cordially invite you to attend our upcoming Inquirer’s Gathering to learn 

more about the church, what we value and believe, our history, and our denomination, the United 

Church of Christ. Join us by Zoom on Thursday evening, March 24 at 7:00 p.m. or in person 

on Sunday, March 27 at 12:00 noon in Havighorst Lounge. Please register with Pastor Laurie 

at LaurieH@gablesucc.org. She would love to hear from you!  

EXPATS AND VURCHERS 

Whether you are living across the Pond, on the Gulf of Mexico, in the Carolinas, 

or the hinterlands of the East or West Coast, please join our special fellowship group. 

Our next gathering is Sunday, March 20 at 12:30 p.m. on Zoom 

We gather from around the world to check in with our Gables UCC members and friends living outside 

of South Florida. Whether you have been a former member or friend of the church and have moved 

away, or have found a home with us virtually, we invite you to be connected through this special group 

just for you. For the link, text Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or e-mail her at LaurieH@gablesucc.org. 

SUNDAY MORNING SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. In Person

Children in PreK-3 through 5th grade are invited to join us in person for Sunday School each 

week during the worship services. Please email Pastor Megan at MeganS@gablesucc.org for 

registration information.  

FOOD PANTRY 

Your donations of food go a long way in helping the hungry of our community. Please drop off 

your bags of groceries at the church on Sunday morning, Monday – Friday from 9:00 a.m. – 

4:00 p.m., or on Saturday, from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon. You may also donate financially at 

gablesucc.org/give. Under the fund column, select “Food Pantry.” We also LOVE getting boxes 

from Amazon or other places filled with canned goods. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Weekly, the Called to Care Team receives prayer requests from     church family and friends. 

Each Wednesday at 12:30 p.m., they gather in prayer over Zoom to lift up these prayer requests, 

to pray for the church, and for the needs of the world. If you have a prayer concern to be prayed 

over by Called to Care, you may text it to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email Carol 

Fifield at miamifife@gmail.com.  

MARCH COLLECTION FOR LOTUS HOUSE  

Our Sunday School children and youth are collecting items that the women, children, or LGBT 

youth need. In March we are collecting women’s sanitary pads, regular or super-size in original, 

sealed packaging. Please drop them off in the Ed. Wing on Sunday mornings, or any time during 

the week at the reception desk.  

mailto:megans@gablesucc.org?subject=Sunday%20School%20Zoom%20Link
mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
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TODAY, March 6 - Carl Juste 

Juste is a photographer with over 30 years of experience documenting the lives of immigrants 

for the Miami Herald. A recipient of the Robert F. Kennedy Journalism Award, he has also 

worked on a number of documentary projects and is a founder of the Iris Photo Collective.  

Sunday, March 20 - Onajide Shabaka 

Shabaka is a visual artist and author who engages with themes of African diaspora and Native 

American cultures. His artforms include paint, multi-media, photography, and writing that 

reference both cultural history and the experience of the individual. Shabaka is an award-winning 

artist who has exhibited his art around the world.   

Sunday, April 3 - Barbara Dombrowski 
 

Barbara is a renowned German photographer and visual artist who dedicates her work to places 

affected by climate change. She is focusing on relevant and specific climate localities and their 

population living between established tradition and global modernity. Their existence and their 

space to live are seriously threatened by outer influences of our modern world, be it through 

direct or indirect impacts of climate change. 
 

Sunday, April 24  - Xavier Cortada 

As an artist and a professor, Cortada uses his art to inspire the community and help solve issues 

of climate change and social injustice. He has created installations at both the North and South 

Poles and often collaborates with scientists to further conversation and action around 

environmental topics. He is currently a professor of art at the University of Miami.  
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CALLING ALL FUN AND ADVENTUROUS PEOPLE 

 

Join us for a private church tour of the My Name is Maryan exhibit, at the museum of 

Contemporary Art North Miami, 770 NE 125th Street, North Miami, FL 33161 on Friday, 

March 11 at 11:00 a.m. Admission has been paid for everyone by a generous benefactor. 
 

We will gather at the museum at 11:00 a.m. for a tour with Amanda Covach, the Curator of 

Education.  Please meet at the museum or if you wish to take the church shuttle, we will leave 

the church promptly at 10:00 a.m. Afterwards, for those who wish, we can go to Café Crème, a 

small café nearby for lunch or coffee. Please  note that free parking is available off 7th Avenue 

behind Café Crème and off 8th Avenue.  
 

While no reservations are required to attend, we would appreciate knowing whether not to expect 

you, especially if you are riding the shuttle. We also encourage you to make every attempt to 

attend once you sign up, so we know we have enough folks for the tour. Please contact Drew 

Sandbulte at DrewS@gablesucc.org. 
 

My Name is Maryan is a monographic presentation of four decades of paintings, sculptures, 

drawings, and film by the iconoclastic, ground-breaking Polish-born artist Maryan. Throughout 

the museum, Maryan’s extraordinary biography and prolific oeuvre represent a deeply moving 

monument to the perseverance of the human spirit and power of art to work through traumatic 

loss. Credited as being among the first artist-eyewitnesses to directly depict their experiences 

of the Shoah, Maryan’s unique approach to figurative art strove to solidarity across cultures 

and generations. 
 

This exhibition takes Maryan’s act of renaming himself as more than a gesture of self-

definition; through it, Maryan forges a defiant yet questioning form of humanism that he 

dubbed “truth-painting.” The exhibition will travel to the Tel Aviv Museum of Art next year. 
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