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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here 

 
 
 
 

WELCOME  
 

Know that in this space you are welcome as you are, for who you are. 
Together we celebrate all of God’s children – young, old and in-between;  

male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight and in-between;  
the assured, the doubting, and the in-between;  
the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between;  

the foolish, the wise, and the in-between. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
The novel coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World Health 
Organization.  As a result, federal, state, and local governments and agencies recommend social 
distancing and have, in many locations, prohibited the congregation of groups of people. We are 
doing everything we can to be compliant with all regulations and ensure your safety. We have put 
in place preventative measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19, but we cannot guarantee that 
you or family members will not become infected. By your presence in our church building, you 
agree to the following: On behalf of yourself and your children, you hereby release, covenant not 
to sue, discharge, and hold harmless the Coral Gables Congregational UCC, its employees, agents, 
and representatives, of and from all liabilities, claims, actions, damages, costs, or expenses of any 
kind arising out of or relating to your participation in our programs, services or activities. You 
understand and agree that this release includes any claims based on the actions, omissions, or 
negligence of this organization, its employees, agents, and representatives, whether a COVID-19 
infection occurs before, during, or after participation in any such program, service, or activity.  

 
The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 
    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 
 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 
3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 
CCLI License # 11282912 

 
 
 
 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
February 6, 2022                     Our faith is over 2000 years old                                     11:00 a.m.   

Our thinking is not. 
 

TWENT 

 
FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY  

The charm of fishing is that it is the pursuit of what is elusive but attainable,  
                                            a perpetual series of occasions for hope.                         ~John Buchan 
 

GATHERING MUSIC                   
                            
WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                      

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are  
joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 
each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 

 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter. 
 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 
walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434 or go to our church app.  
 

You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.  
For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are in the narthex. 

Thank you for your gifts and generosity. 
 

CHORAL CALL TO COMMUNITY   
                                                                Come to the Water                                             John Foley 

Brandon Mowry, vocalist  
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                              
    One:  The invitation is given to every person by Jesus Christ: 

"Come to me! Follow me! Be my disciples!" 
    Many: We come to this place, to this time, 

at the invitation of Jesus Christ. 
    One: In the name of Christ, 
    Many: we accept the invitation to discipleship. 
    One: In the name of Christ, 
    Many: as his disciples, we worship and praise God. 
    One: In the midst of a world where cruelty abounds, 
    Many: we proclaim the God of Compassion. 
    One: In the midst of despair that threatens to swallow up 

whole lives, whole peoples, 
    Many: we proclaim the God of Hope. 
    One: In the midst of indifference and apathy, 
    Many: we proclaim the God of Love. 
    One: Come, let us worship together 

and share our witness of God's living presence in the world. 

http://gablesucc.org/live
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*HYMN                                                         Here, I Am!  
 

 

*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
One: Friends, we are gathered from near and far, in-person and from our personal spaces 

around the world, yet celebrating together the love of God, the peace of Christ, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit. Let us share the joy of our unity by extending 
words of welcome and peace to one another by saying, “Peace be with you.” 

    Many: And also with you. 
If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, bow, hand over the heart, smile, or nod to others. 

If you are gathered with others at home, share words of peace with one another. 
 If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  

Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace with them.  
 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE (Sung)                                                                                 from Taizé                     

Bless the Lord, my soul and bless God’s holy name; 
Bless the Lord, my soul who leads me into life. 
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AFFIRMATION OF MINISTRY FOR ELECTED CHURCH LEADERS 
     
GREETING 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
PRESENTATION  
 
*COVENANT  
     Many:       We gather in celebration of the joy that is ours to be partners with you in the   
   service of this church.  We promise to love you, honor your leadership, and  
   assist you that together we may be a beloved community of compassion,    
   vision, service, and hospitality. 
 
DECLARATION 
 
PIANO INTERLUDE  
 
THE GOSPEL LESSON                          Luke 5:1-11 
Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing in on 
him to hear the word of God, he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had 
gone out of them and were washing their nets. He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to 
Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the 
crowds from the boat. When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, "Put out into the deep 
water and let down your nets for a catch." Simon answered, "Master, we have worked all night 
long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets." When they had done 
this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break. So they signaled their 
partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so that 
they began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, "Go away 
from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!" For he and all who were with him were amazed at the 
catch of fish that they had taken; and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were 
partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid; from now on you will be 
catching people." When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed 
him 
 

Friends, listen! God is still speaking! 
Thanks be to God! 
 
THE MORNING MESSAGE           

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE  
                                   No Turning Back with I Have Decided to Follow Jesus                arr. Raney  

The Chancel Choir 
 

At this time, you may text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 
or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com to be included in this morning’s prayers and during 

the Called to Care prayer time on Wednesday. 
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THE MORNING PRAYERS AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (spoken) 
You are welcome to use the language or words of your tradition or choice. 

 

Our Creator who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

SUNG PRAYER RESPONSE  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
INVITATION TO GIVE, SERVE, AND BELONG 

 
*HYMN                                            Push Out Into the Deep  
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*BENEDICTION  
One: May God bless us with a restless discomfort about easy answers, half-truths and 

superficial relationships, so that you may seek truth boldly and love deep within 
your heart. 

    Many: May God bless us with holy anger at injustice, oppression, and exploitation of  
people, so that we may tirelessly work for justice, freedom, and peace deep 
within our world. 

One: May God bless us with the gift of tears to shed with those who suffer from pain, 
rejection, starvation, or the loss of all that they cherish, so that we may reach deep 
into the lives of others to comfort and to transform their pain into joy. 

    Many: May God bless us with enough foolishness to believe that we really CAN make  
a difference in this world, so that we are able, with God’s grace, to faithfully go  
into deep waters and do what others claim cannot be done.  Amen.  

 
*THE SUNG BENEDICTION                  Alleluia  

On the second verse, you are invited to raise your hands up as a symbol of giving glory to God. 
 

Please be seated for the postlude. 
 
POSTLUDE                                 Prelude in C minor, BWV 546                                    J.S. Bach 

Sarah Davies, organist  
Guest organist Sarah Davies appreciates the opportunity today to honor the memory of 

Lila Sprunger Miller (August 1921 - January 2012),  
an awesome musician who touched the lives of many. 

 
 
 

Following our service this morning, we invite you to enjoy fellowship outside with the pastors, 
church members, and friends. Those worshipping with us online, please be sure to stay in touch. If 
you need anything or would like to check in with one of the pastors, please just give us a call. We 
miss you!  

------------------------------------------------------- 
A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 

If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we have 
found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a 
place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite you 
into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please contact Pastor 
Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to places 
around the country and around the world. Folks are actively involved in our church who have never 
set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and beliefs as a progressive, open-
minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation.  
 

No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey, 
you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation. 

 
The hymn, “Push Out Into the Deep” is used by permission. Words copyright © 2008 F. Richard Garland. Published 
by The General Board of Discipleship of The United Methodist Church, PO Box 340003, Nashville TN 37203. Words 
by F. Richard Garland and music by Aaron Williams.  
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STAY IN TOUCH 
Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and friends, 
filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general church 
business. If you would like to be included, contact Drew at DrewS@gablesucc.org. 

 
GET OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store or 
Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 
church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena 
Korallis, our Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 
 

PACT NETWORK MEETING  
TODAY, February 6 at 12:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall and the Courtyard 

 Join us for our annual PACT (People Acting for Community Together) Network Meeting 
where we will hear updates on our issues and create our plan for getting 200 of our members 
and friends to the Nehemiah Action on March 28. We will practice social distancing in the 
Fellowship Hall and have a snack for you to eat outside to tide you over. 

 
EXPATS AND VURCHERS 

Whether you are living across the Pond, on the Gulf of Mexico, in the Carolinas,  
or the hinterlands of the East or West Coast, please join our special fellowship group. 

 

Join us TODAY, February 6 at 12:30 p.m. on Zoom 
We gather from around the world to check in with our Gables UCC members and friends living outside 
of South Florida. Whether you have been a former member or friend of the church and have moved away, 
or have found a home with us virtually, we invite you to be connected through this special group just for 
you. For the link, text Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482.  

mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
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FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 
Open TODAY 12:00 noon – 1:00 p.m.  

Wednesday – Saturday from 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  
Come and safely shop (masks required) in support of our justice ministry.  

Each of your purchases helps artisans in developing countries build strong, local economies. These 
skilled workers are paid fair-living wages while crafting sustainable products that do not harm the 
environment. No child labor is used. Located at the Columbus Blvd. entrance.  

 
PRAYER REQUESTS  

Weekly, the Called to Care Team receives prayer requests from     church family and friends. Each 
Wednesday at 12:30 p.m., they gather in prayer over Zoom to lift up these prayer requests, to pray 
for the church, and for the needs of the world. If you have a prayer concern to be prayed over by 
Called to Care, you may text it to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or e-mail Carol Fifield at 
miamifife@gmail.com.  

 
GABLES UCC WALKING GROUP  

Wednesdays, through May 25 from  6:00 p.m. – 7:15 p.m.  
Meet Outside the Fair Trade Shop 

Join Pastor Megan, church members, and friends for a weekly walk around the Granada Golf 
Course and back, approximately four miles. We will meet outside our church’s Fair Trade shop and 
leave the church together as we begin our walk. Just an FYI- Pastor Megan sets a brisk pace! Friends 
always welcome! Bring a flashlight.  

 
W.I.S.E. BOOK STUDY 

What Happened to You: Conversations on Trauma, Resilience, and Healing  
Wednesdays, through February 16 at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom 

The experiences that we have in childhood shape us throughout our lives. This is particularly true 
for children who experience trauma and adversity. In their book, What Happened to You?: 
Conversations on Trauma, Resilience and Healing, authors Bruce D. Perry, MD, PhD, and Oprah 
Winfrey discuss the effects of trauma on the developing brain and how this can lead to mental 
health challenges down the road. It is through understanding the effect of the adverse childhood 
experiences that we can open the door to healing and hope. For the link, contact Pastor Aaron at 
AaronL@gablesucc.org. 
 

 --------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

BOOK STUDY FOR PARENTS 
UnSelfie: Why Empathetic Kids Succeed in Our All-About-Me World 

Monday, February 7 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom 
Join Pastor Megan for a discussion based on UnSelfie: Why Empathetic Kids Succeed in Our All-
About-Me World by Michele Borba. The discussion will take place on Zoom. Please read the book 
before the gathering so you may participate in the reflection time. Hailed as “an absolute must-
read” (Jean Twenge) and a book that "will change your kids’ lives" (Jack Canfield), UnSelfie by 
Dr. Michele Borba explains what parents and educators MUST do to combat the growing empathy 
crisis among children today—including a nine-step empathy-building program with tips to guide 
kids from birth through college and beyond. Email Pastor Megan at MeganS@gablesucc.org for 
the Zoom link.  

mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
mailto:MeganS@gablesucc.org?subject=%22Unselfie%22%20Zoom%20Link
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The prolific author, process theologian, pastor and teacher, Bruce Epperly, will join us for a special  

 theologian in residence presentation on February 20. But first, Rick Walters will help us prepare 
for Rev. Epperly’s presentation with a three-week study on two of his books: Process Theology, 
Embracing Adventure with God and Process Theology and Celtic Wisdom. Both are available from 
Amazon for less than $10.00. Each presentation will be preceded by prayer and questions from 
parishioners. For the Zoom link, please email Pastor Megan at MeganS@gablesucc.org. 

 
SUNDAY MORNING SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. In Person OR 11:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. on Zoom 

 

Children in PreK-3 through 5th grade are invited to join us in person for Sunday School each week 
during the worship services. For those who prefer to join online, Pastor Megan is teaching Sunday 
School on Zoom through the month of February. Please email Pastor Megan at 
MeganS@gablesucc.org for the Zoom links.  
 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

LET’S GO TO THE THEATRE 
On Your Feet at the Actor's Playhouse 

Sunday, February 27 at 3:00 p.m. 
 

The incredible Broadway show, ON YOUR FEET! is making its way to South Florida, playing at 
the Actors' Playhouse at the Miracle Theatre in Coral Gables. It features a cast comprising members 
of the original production well as touring cast members and local professional actors. It tells the 
story of the power couple Gloria Estefan and Emilio Estefan, including their love story, life, and 
careers. The music and sound effects are being performed by the incredibly talented Miami Sound 
Machine, of which our very own church member Clay Ostwald is an original member and who is 
also the musical director for this show.  
 
Cost per ticket is $70 and must be paid at time of registration. To register for this event, please 
contact Drew Sandbulte at DrewS@gablesucc.org or 305.448.7421, ext. 114 or visit the table 
outside the Sanctuary on Sundays after 11:00 a.m. worship.  

mailto:MeganS@gablesucc.org
mailto:megans@gablesucc.org?subject=Sunday%20School%20Zoom%20Link
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DO JUSTICE, LOVE MERCY, AND WALK HUMBLY WITH GOD 

 

Florida Legislative Bills: Contact Your Elected Officials 
  

The Florida Legislature is considering three bills that would discriminate against LGBTQ+ 
and ban the teaching of America’s history of racial injustice. We need to call our 
Representatives and Senators today and speak out! 
 
House Bill 747 and Senate Bill 1820 
Health Care Discrimination – Gives doctors the right to refuse treatment to patients based on 
their beliefs or conscience. This will lead to healthcare discrimination against LGBTQ 
people. 
 
House Bill 1557 and Senate Bill 1834 
The “Don’t Say Gay Bill” – Prohibits teachers and students from talking about LGBTQ+ 
issues in schools. 
 
House Bill 7 and Senate Bill 148 
The “Stop WOKE” Act  - Prevents teaching of America’s history of racial injustice if it 
causes “discomfort” or “guilt” among students. 
  

You can call and use the scripts below. Contact Information: 
Find your Senator:  https://www.flsenate.gov/senators/find 
Find your Representative: https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/findyourrepresentative 
 
Sample Script to Call Your Senator: 
 

Hello my name is ________ and I support access to healthcare for LGBTQ+ people, 
supporting LGBTQ+ teachers in our public schools, and racial justice by teaching 
comprehensive American history in school. 
I urge Senator ________ to oppose Senate Bills 1820, 1834, and 148. 
I want Florida to be a state where all people are supported and where we work for justice 
and inclusion for all races, sexual orientations, and gender identities. 
  
Sample Script to Call Your Representative: 
 

Hello my name is ________ and I support access to healthcare for LGBTQ+ people, 
supporting LGBTQ+ teachers in our public schools, and racial justice by teaching 
comprehensive American history in school. 
I urge Representative ________ to oppose House Bills 747, 1557, and 7. 
I want Florida to be a state where all people are supported and where we work for justice 
and inclusion for all races, sexual orientations, and gender identities.  

 

------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

FEBRUARY COLLECTION FOR LOTUS HOUSE  
Our Sunday School children and youth are collecting items that the women, children, or LGBT 
youth need. In February, we are collecting Full Size Shampoo Bottles. Please drop them off in 
the Ed. Wing on Sunday mornings, or any time during the week at the reception desk.  

 

https://gablesucc.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ec1ae52cda2ddabc569d1b2e9&id=870fe2f4df&e=2559c8ea10
https://gablesucc.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ec1ae52cda2ddabc569d1b2e9&id=19b34c59fd&e=2559c8ea10
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