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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here  

 

 

 

 

WELCOME  
 

Know that in this space you are welcome as you are, for who you are. 

Together we celebrate all of God’s children – young, old and in-between;  

male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight and in-between;  

the assured, the doubting, and the in-between;  

the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between;  

the foolish, the wise, and the in-between. 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 

The novel coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World Health 

Organization.  As a result, federal, state, and local governments and agencies recommend social 

distancing and have, in many locations, prohibited the congregation of groups of people. We are 

doing everything we can to be compliant with all regulations and ensure your safety. We have put 

in place preventative measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19, but we cannot guarantee that 

you or family members will not become infected. By your presence in our church building, you 

agree to the following: On behalf of yourself and your children, you hereby release, covenant not 

to sue, discharge, and hold harmless the Coral Gables Congregational UCC, its employees, agents, 

and representatives, of and from all liabilities, claims, actions, damages, costs, or expenses of any 

kind arising out of or relating to your participation in our programs, services or activities. You 

understand and agree that this release includes any claims based on the actions, omissions, or 

negligence of this organization, its employees, agents, and representatives, whether a COVID-19 

infection occurs before, during, or after participation in any such program, service, or activity.  

 

The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 

    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 

 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 

3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 

CCLI License # 11282912 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

February 20, 2022                    Our faith is over 2000 years old                                     11:00 a.m.   

Our thinking is not. 

 
 

TWENT 

 

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY  

The moment we understand our enemy, we feel compassion toward them,  

and they are no longer our enemy.                        

                                                                               ~ Thich Nhat Hanh 
 

GATHERING MUSIC      Prelude, Fugue, and Chaconne in C Major          Dietrich Buxtehude 

Dr. Ron Morgan, organ 

                            

WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   
                   

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are  

joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 

each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 
 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter. 
 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 

walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434 or go to our church app.  
 

You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.  

For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are in the narthex. 

Thank you for your gifts and generosity. 

 

CHORAL CALL TO COMMUNITY   

                                                      Praise to the Lord, the Almighty                              John Behnke 

The Bell Choir 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                              

One:  God of abundant love, we gather together to bask in your goodness, to glory in your 

grace, to celebrate the wander of your joy-filled world. 

Many: We were created from love and we were created to love. Inspire in us a passion 

for compassion this day. 
One: Search the corners of our hearts, O God, every secret place, every hidden part, that 

you may know us fully. 

Many: Wash away the hatred, the jealousy, the anger, and the mistrust. Give us 

hearts of justice and peace, hearts that love extravagantly and wastefully. 
One: In our worship this day, may our songs and prayers be a gift to you. Receive our 

gratitude for the love you have offered to us.  

Many: In this time and in this place, let us embody the love we have for one another as 

we joyfully praise the living God! 

    One: Come and let us worship God together!  

http://gablesucc.org/live


4 
 
 

*HYMN                                                  Bring Many Names  
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*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 

One: Friends, let us extend the peace of Christ to all we meet. Whether they be friends or 

enemies, neighbors or strangers, we are called to love one another and offer grace to 

everyone. To all who are gathered, in this place and around the world, let us say 

together, “Peace be with you,”  

    Many: And also with you. 
 

If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, bow, hand over the heart, smile, or nod to others. 

If you are gathered with others at home, share words of peace with one another. 

 If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  

Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace with them.  

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE (Sung)                                                                                    from Taizé                     

Bless the Lord, my soul and bless God’s holy name; 

Bless the Lord, my soul who leads me into life. 

 

CHORAL ANTHEM                Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us With Your Love                            Colvin/Strite  

The Chancel Choir with Zach Bartholomew, pianist  

 

Refrain: 

Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love, 

show us how to serve the neighbors we have from you. 
 

Kneels at the feet of his friends, silently washes their feet, 

Jesu, you acted as servant to them. 
 

Neighbors are wealthy and poor, varied in color and race, 

neighbors are near us and far away. 
 

These are the ones we should serve, these are the ones we should love, 

all these are neighbors to us and you. 
 

Loving puts us on our knees, silently washing their feet: 

this is the way we should live with you. 
 

THE GOSPEL LESSON                           Luke 6:27-38 
 

Jesus told them, “But I say to you that listen, love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 

bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the cheek, 

offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. 

Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them 

again. Do to others as you would have them do to you. 

 

“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love 

them. If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do 

the same. If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even 

sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. But love your enemies, do good, and lend, 

expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; 

for God is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful, just as God is merciful.     (Cont.) 
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“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. 

Forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed 

down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be 

the measure you get back.” 

 

Friends, listen! God is still speaking! 

Thanks be to God! 

 

THE MORNING MESSAGE           

The Rev. Aaron Lauer 

 

CHORAL RESPONSE                              Everybody                                         Ingrid Michaelson              

Nikki Schommer, vocalist; Zach Bartholomew, pianist  
 

At this time, you may text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 

or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com to be included in this morning’s prayers and during 

the Called to Care prayer time on Wednesday. 
 

We have fallen down again tonight 

In this world it's hard to get it right 

Trying to make your heart fit like a glove 

What it needs is love, love, love 
 

Refrain: Everybody, everybody wants to love 

Everybody, everybody wants to be loved 
 

Happy is the heart that still feels pain 

Darkness drains and light will come again 

Swing open up your chest and let it in 

Just let the love, love, love begin 
 

Oh, everybody knows the love 

Everybody holds the love 

Everybody folds for love 
 

Everybody feels the love 

Everybody steals the love 

Everybody heals with love 

Oh, oh, oh, oh, just let the love, love, love begin. 

 

THE MORNING PRAYERS AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (spoken) 

You are welcome to use the language or words of your tradition or choice. 
 

Our Creator who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come,  

Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
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SUNG PRAYER RESPONSE  

In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful, in the Lord I will rejoice, 

Look to God, do not be afraid, lift up your voices, the Lord is near,  

lift up your voices the Lord is near. 

 

INVITATION TO GIVE, SERVE, AND BELONG 
 

*HYMN                                           Help Us Accept Each Other 
 

Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 

Teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 

Be present, God, among us and bring us to believe 

We are ourselves accepteed and meant to love and live. 

 

Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life, 

We struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 

Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 

To love them as we find them, or as they may become. 

 

God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 

Who hunger for acceptance for righteousness and bread, 

Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on, 

Renew us with your Spirit; God! Free us, make us one! 

 

*BENEDICTION  

Please be seated for the postlude. 

 

POSTLUDE                                              Rondo Jubilee                                          Brenda Austin 

The Bell Choir 

 

Following our service this morning, we invite you to enjoy fellowship outside with the pastors, 

church members, and friends. Those worshipping with us online, please be sure to stay in touch. If 

you need anything or would like to check in with one of the pastors, please just give us a call. We 

miss you!  

 

A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 
If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we have 

found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a 

place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite you 

into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please contact Pastor 

Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  
 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to places 

around the country and around the world. Folks are actively involved in our church who have never 

set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and beliefs as a progressive, open-

minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation.  
 

No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey, 

you are welcome here.  
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STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and friends, 

filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general church 

business. If you would like to be included, contact Drew at DrewS@gablesucc.org. 

 

GET OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store or 

Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 

church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena 

Korallis, our Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS  

Weekly, the Called to Care Team receives prayer requests from     church family and friends. Each 

Wednesday at 12:30 p.m., they gather in prayer over Zoom to lift up these prayer requests, to pray 

for the church, and for the needs of the world. If you have a prayer concern to be prayed over by 

Called to Care, you may text it to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email Carol Fifield at 

miamifife@gmail.com.  

FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 

Open TODAY from 12:00 noon – 1:00 p.m.  

Wednesday – Saturday from 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

Come and safely shop (masks required) in support of our justice ministry. Each of your purchases 

helps artisans in developing countries build strong, local economies. These skilled workers are paid 

fair-living wages while crafting sustainable products that do not harm the environment. No child 

labor is used. Located at the Columbus Blvd. entrance.  

mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
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GABLES UCC WALKING GROUP  

Wednesdays, through May 25 from 6:00 p.m. – 7:15 p.m.  

Meet Outside the Fair Trade Shop 

Join Pastor Megan, church members, and friends for a weekly walk around the Granada Golf 

Course and back, approximately four miles. We will meet outside our church’s Fair Trade shop and 

leave the church together as we begin our walk. Bring a flashlight.  

 

SUNDAY MORNING SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. In Person OR 11:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. on Zoom 
 

Children in PreK-3 through 5th grade are invited to join us in person for Sunday School each week 

during the worship services. For those who prefer to join online, Pastor Megan is teaching Sunday 

School on Zoom through the month of February. Please email Pastor Megan at 

MeganS@gablesucc.org for the Zoom links.  

 

 ------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

LET’S GO TO THE THEATRE 

On Your Feet at the Actor's Playhouse 

Sunday, February 27 at 3:00 p.m. 
 

The incredible Broadway show, ON YOUR FEET! is making its way to South Florida, playing at 

the Actors' Playhouse at the Miracle Theatre in Coral Gables. It features a cast comprising members 

of the original production well as touring cast members and local professional actors. It tells the 

story of the power couple Gloria Estefan and Emilio Estefan, including their love story, life, and 

careers. The music and sound effects are being performed by the incredibly talented Miami Sound 

Machine, of which our very own church member Clay Ostwald is an original member and who is 

also the musical director for this show.  
 

Cost per ticket is $70 and must be paid at time of registration. To register for this event, please 

contact Drew Sandbulte at DrewS@gablesucc.org or 305.448.7421, ext. 114 or visit the table 

outside the Sanctuary on Sundays after 11:00 a.m. worship.  

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

EXPATS AND VURCHERS 

Whether you are living across the Pond, on the Gulf of Mexico, in the Carolinas,  

or the hinterlands of the East or West Coast, please join our special fellowship group. 
 

Our next gathering is Sunday, March 20 at 12:30 p.m. on Zoom 
We gather from around the world to check in with our Gables UCC members and friends living 

outside of South Florida. Whether you have been a former member or friend of the church and have 

moved away, or have found a home with us virtually, we invite you to be connected through this 

special group just for you. For the link, text Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482.  

 

FEBRUARY COLLECTION FOR LOTUS HOUSE  

Our Sunday School children and youth are collecting items that the women, children, or LGBT 

youth need. In February, we are collecting Full Size Shampoo Bottles. Please drop them off in 

the Ed. Wing on Sunday mornings, or any time during the week at the reception desk.  

 

mailto:megans@gablesucc.org?subject=Sunday%20School%20Zoom%20Link
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COMING IN MARCH… 

 

ARTS AND ACTIVISM LECTURE SERIES 

Join us for discussions with local artists about the connections between artistic creativity and social 

justice in Miami-Dade. Each award-winning artist will speak about how their artform connects to 

issues of justice and how they use their craft to foster dialogue and inspire action. All lectures will 

take place both in-person in Havighorst Lounge and on Zoom at 12:15 p.m.  
 

Sunday, March 6 - Carl Juste 

Juste is a photographer with over 30 years of experience documenting the lives of immigrants for 

the Miami Herald. A recipient of the Robert F. Kennedy Journalism Award, he has also worked on 

a number of documentary projects and is a founder of the Iris Photo Collective.  

Sunday, March 20 - Onajide Shabaka 

Shabaka is a visual artist and author who engages with themes of African diaspora and Native 

American cultures. His artforms include paint, multi-media, photography, and writing that 

reference both cultural history and the experience of the individual. Shabaka is an award winning 

artist who has exhibited his art around the world.   

Sunday, April 24 - Xavier Cortada 

As an artist and a professor, Cortada uses his art to inspire the community and help solve issues of 

climate change and social injustice. He has created installations at both the North and South Poles 

and often collaborates with scientists to further conversation and action around environmental 

topics. He is currently a professor of art at the University of Miami.  

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT EDUCATION 

Witness at the Cross 

Sundays, March 6-April 10 from 9:45 a.m. -10:45 a.m. 

A DVD series based on the book by Dr. Amy Jill Levine 

In-Person in Havighorst Lounge or on Zoom 
 

In Witness at the Cross, Dr. Amy-Jill Levine shows how the people at the cross each have distinct 

roles to play. Each Evangelist presents a distinct picture of the death of Jesus. Each portrays 

different individuals and groups of people at the cross, each offers different images and dialogues, 

and so from each, we learn how those meanings and messages cross the centuries to any who would 

come to the cross today. Facilitated by Pastor Megan. Please contact her at MeganS@gablesucc.org 

for the Zoom link.  

 

INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO KNOW 

How do I become a member of the church? 

If you’ve wished for an open and embracing community of faith to grow your faith… 

Then we warmly invite you to help us build the family of Gables UCC. 
 

If you are interested in “inquiring” about Gables UCC and what it means to be a member of our 

family of faith, we cordially invite you to attend our upcoming Inquirer’s Gathering to learn 

more about the church, what we value and believe, our history, and our denomination, the United 

Church of Christ.  
 

Join us by Zoom on Thursday evening, March 24 at 7:00 p.m. or in person on Sunday, March 

27 at 12:00 noon in Havighorst Lounge. Please register with Pastor Laurie at 

LaurieH@gablesucc.org or call at 305.448.7421, ext. 116. She would love to speak with you!  

mailto:MeganS@gablesucc.org
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Lent in Plain Sight 

 

 
 

 

Sundays, March 6 – April 10 
 
God is often at work through the ordinary: ordinary people, ordinary objects, ordinary grace. 

Through the ordinary, God communicates love, forgiveness, hope, revelation, and reconciliation. It 

is often through the mundane that we hear God's quiet voice. During this season of Lent, we will 

focus on ordinary objects that Jesus would have encountered on his way to Jerusalem: dust, bread, 

the cross, coins, shoes, oil, coats, towels, thorns, and stones. In each object, we will encounter anew 

the beauty and meaning of Lent as we travel to the brilliance and joy of Easter Sunday.  Join us for 

this special Lenten journey. The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be served each week at both 

services.  

 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 

Wednesday, March 2 at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary and Online 

Trilingual Worship in English, German, and Spanish 

Begin your Lenten journey in worship, prayer, music, and the symbolic act of receiving ashes. On 

this night, we are reminded of the fragility of life and our call to live life fully and abundantly. This 

is a children-friendly service and we encourage families to worship together. If you are joining us 

at home, you may pick up a packet of ashes from the church office to use or take a bit of soil from 

outdoors and place it in a bowl. A light soup supper is served from 5:45 p.m. - 6:45 p.m. in 

Fellowship Hall. 

 

LENTEN VESPERS 

Wednesdays, March 9 – April 6, from 6:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.  

In the Sanctuary or Online 

Vespers, also called Evening Prayer, will take place each Wednesday evening in Lent, just as dusk 

begins to fall.  During each service we will give thanks for the day just passed, quiet our hearts and 

spirits in preparation for a good night’s rest and offer up prayers of intercession for the needs of the 

world. This quiet time together offers the perfect peaceful break we need from the stress and noise 

of life around us. A light soup dinner will be served each Wednesday from 5:30 p.m. – 6:15 p.m. 

in the Courtyard. All are welcome to join us in-person or online.  
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