


' CORAL GABLES CONGREGATIONAL
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

AN OPEN AND AFFIRMING, JUST PEACE, W.LS.E. & SANCTUARY CHURCH OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here

S

WELCOME

Know that in this space you are welcome as you are, for who you are.
Together we celebrate all of God’s children — young, old and in-between;
male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight and in-between;
the assured, the doubting, and the in-between;
the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between,;
the foolish, the wise, and the in-between.

PLEASE NOTE:

The novel coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World Health
Organization. As a result, federal, state, and local governments and agencies recommend social
distancing and have, in many locations, prohibited the congregation of groups of people. We are
doing everything we can to be compliant with all regulations and ensure your safety. We have put
in place preventative measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19, but we cannot guarantee that
you or family members will not become infected. By your presence in our church building, you
agree to the following: On behalf of yourself and your children, you hereby release, covenant not
to sue, discharge, and hold harmless the Coral Gables Congregational UCC, its employees, agents,
and representatives, of and from all liabilities, claims, actions, damages, costs, or expenses of any
kind arising out of or relating to your participation in our programs, services or activities. You
understand and agree that this release includes any claims based on the actions, omissions, or
negligence of this organization, its employees, agents, and representatives, whether a COVID-19
infection occurs before, during, or after participation in any such program, service, or activity.

The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor
The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor
The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ
3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317
Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org
CCLI License # 11282912

WE BELIEVE GOD CAN BLOW THE LID OFF ANY BOX AND TURN IT INTO A DANCE FLOOR. WE ARE OUT OF THE BOX PEOPLE,



http://www.gablesucc.org/

ORDER OF WORSHIP
January 9, 2022 Our faith is over 2000 years old 11:00 a.m.
Our thinking is not.

-~

EPIPHANY

Two roads diverged in a wood and I —
1 took the one less traveled by, and that has made all the difference.

~ Robert Frost
GATHERING MUSIC Wie schon leuchtet der Morgenstern Dietrich Buxtehude
Dr. Ron Morgan, organ
We Three Kings Mannheim Steamroller

Jim Hacker, trumpet; Dr. Ron Morgan, organ, Dr. Greg Taylor, piano

WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are
joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC.

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online
each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live.

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter.

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these
walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text
“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434 or go to our church app.

You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.
For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are in the narthex.

Thank you for your gifts and generosity.

PRELUDE Farandole (March of the Kings) Bizet
Jim Hacker, trumpet; Dr. Ron Morgan, organ, Dr. Greg Taylor, piano

CALL TO WORSHIP

One: We come to this place—

All: Each of us on our own path.

One: The path is winding,

All: And the path is not always clear,

One: And the path changes,

All: But we are here.

One: God is walking us home.

All: What a gift it is to not walk alone.

One: Let us worship God.

Please stand as you are invited for the opening hymn.
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*HYMN The Third Song of Isaiah (Arise, Shine; for Your light Has Come) ~ Jack Noble White

Jim Hacker, trumpet
A REFRAIN
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REFRAIN (Choir)
REFRAIN (All)
(Choir)

For behold, darkness covers the land,
deep gloom enshrouds the peoples;
but over you the Lord will arise,
and his glory will appear upon you.

REFRAIN (All)

(Choir)

They will call you the City of the Lord.
The Zion of the Holy One of Israel.
Violence will no more be heard in your land,
ruin or destruction within your borders.

You will call your walls Salvation,
and all your portals Praise.
The sun will no more be your light by day,
by night you will not need the brightness of the moon.

REFRAIN (All)

*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE

One:

Friends, we are gathered from near and far, in-person and around the world, as we
continue to celebrate love’s birth among us. Let us share our joy by greeting one
another with the peace of Christ by saying, “Peace be with you.”

Many: And also with you.

If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, bow, hand over the heart, smile, or nod to others.

If you are gathered with others at home, share words of peace with one another.
If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.
Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace with them.
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CONTEMPORARY LESSON
For Those Who Have Far to Travel Jan Richardson

If you could see the journey whole
you might never undertake it;
might never dare the first step that propels you
from the place you have known
toward the place you know not.
Call it one of the mercies of the road:
that we see it only by stages
as it opens before us,
as it comes into our keeping step by single step.
There is nothing for it but to go and by our going
take the vows the pilgrim takes:
to be faithful to the next step;
to rely on more than the map;
to heed the signposts of intuition and dream;
to follow the star that only you will recognize;
to keep an open eye for the wonders that attend the path;
to press on beyond distractions beyond fatigue
beyond what would tempt you from the way.
There are vows that only you will know;
the secret promises for your particular path
and the new ones you will need to make
when the road is revealed by turns
you could not have foreseen.

Keep them, break them, make them again:
each promise becomes part of the path;
each choice creates the road
that will take you to the place
where at last you will kneel to offer the gift
most needed— the gift that only you can give—
before turning to go home by another way.

THE GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 2:1-12

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the East came
to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born a king? For we observed his star at
its rising and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened,
and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he
inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea.

Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time when the star had
appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and
when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” When they
had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its
rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.

Continued...
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On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid
him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country
by another road.

Friends, listen! God is still speaking!

Thanks be to God!
CHORAL RESPONSE Jesus, What a Wonderful Child arr. Rollo Dilworth
Vocal Ensemble with Seth Woods, percussion
THE MORNING MESSAGE Home by Another Way
The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner
SUNG RESPONSE Home by Another Way James Taylor

Anthony Cabrera, vocalist

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
Our table is wide-open to all who desire a closer relationship with God,
no matter your age, gender identity, station in life, sexual orientation, or faith tradition.
Grape juice is used and gluten-free bread is available so that all may come freely.

INVITATION
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
THE BLESSING OF THE BREAD AND CUP

THE RECIEVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP
We invite you to eat and drink together at the invitation of the pastors as a sign of our unity.

INVITATION TO GIVE, SERVE, AND BELONG

*CLOSING RESPONSE (Sung)
In the Lord I'll be ever thankful. In the Lord I will rejoice.
Look to God, do not be afraid, lift up your voices, the Lord is near;
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near.

*THE SENDING FORTH
One: As you leave this service, your service begins:
Comfort the homesick. Open your doors to others.
Seek sanctuary. Be brave enough to go home by another way.
And remember that here in God’s house, all are welcomed—so come back
soon. In the name of our Foundation—God, Spirit, and Son— go in peace.
Many: Amen.
Please be seated for the postlude.



POSTLUDE March of the Magi Harvey Gaul
Jim, Hacker, trumpet. Ron Morgan, organ

Following our service this morning, we invite you to enjoy fellowship outside with the pastors,

church members, and friends. Those worshipping with us online, please be sure to stay in touch. If

you need anything or would like to check in with one of the pastors, please just give us a call. We

miss you!
S

A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS
If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we have
found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a
place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite you

into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please contact Pastor
Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to places
around the country and around the world. Folks are actively involved in our church who have never
set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and beliefs as a progressive, open-
minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation.

No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey,
you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation.

TODAY’S BULLETIN COVER:
"The Divine Journey - Companions of Love and Hope" by Janet McKenzie
From the Collection of Catholic Theological Union

STAY IN TOUCH
Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and friends,
filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general church
business. If you would like to be included, contact Drew at DrewS@gablesucc.org.

GET OUR CHURCH APP
For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store or
Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with
church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena
Korallis, our Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org.

PRAYER REQUESTS
Weekly, the Called to Care Team receives prayer requests from church family and friends. Each
Wednesday at 12:30 p.m., they gather in prayer over Zoom to lift up these prayer requests, to pray
for the church, and for the needs of the world. If you have a prayer concern to be prayed over by
Called to Care, you may text it to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or Carol Fifield at
miamifife@gmail.com.
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FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE
Open TODAY 12:00 noon — 1:00 p.m.
Come and safely shop (masks required) in support of our justice ministry.
Each of your purchases helps artisans in developing countries build strong, local economies. These
skilled workers are paid fair-living wages while crafting sustainable products that do not harm the
environment. No child labor is used. Located at the Columbus Blvd. entrance.

How can | give to Gables UCC?

1 %
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OI;ILINE: MOBILE: | ENVELOPE:

: On the Church App or Cash and
gablesucc.org/give | Text "GABLESUCEC" | Checks made out to
to 833.245.6434 Gables UCC

Message and data rates may apply.

SUNDAY MORNING SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH
9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. In Person
11:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. on Zoom

Children in PreK-3 through 5th grade are invited to join us in person for Sunday School each week
during the worship services. For those who prefer to join online, Pastor Megan is teaching Sunday
School on Zoom through the month of February. PreK-3 through 1st grade will meet at 11:00 a.m.
and 2nd-5th Graders will meet at 11:30 a.m. Please email Pastor Megan at MeganS@gablesucc.org
for the Zoom links. Children two years old and younger: We have set up trays of fun supplies in
the Havighorst Lounge where parents can watch the live stream of worship at 11:00 a.m. with their
little ones. 6th-12th Graders will attend worship with their families during the month of January.

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION
The Church and the Climate Crisis
Sundays, through January 23 at 9:45 a.m. in Havighorst Lounge and Zoom

Led by the Green Christians, this Adult Education series will explore the role of the Church in the
ongoing climate crisis and how our faith can be a grounding for our environmental action. We will
discuss the book Cathedral on Fire: A Church Handbook for the Climate Crisis by Rev. Brooks
Berndt, the UCC's Minister for Environmental Justice. We will also discuss local opportunities for
climate action and how our church can be more involved in environmental justice. Rev. Berndt will
join us via Zoom for our class on January 16. You can purchase a copy of his book from Pastor
Aaron for $5 by emailing him at AaronL@gablesucc.org. If joining online, please contact Pastor
Aaron for the link.
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LUNCHTIME AND THE BIBLE
Tuesday, January 18 at 12:00 noon over Zoom
Join us for a mid-week Bible study. You provide your lunch at home and one of our pastors will
supply the Bible reflection! Register in advance for this meeting with Pastor Laurie at
LaurieH@gablesucc.org. After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing
information about joining the meeting.

GABLES UCC WALKING GROUP
Wednesdays, January 12 — May 25 from 6:00 p.m. — 7:15 p.m.
Meet Outside the Fair Trade Shop
Join Pastor Megan, church members, and friends for a weekly walk around the Granada Golf
Course and back, approximately four miles. We will meet outside our church’s Fair Trade shop and
leave the church together as we begin our walk. Just an FYI- Pastor Megan sets a brisk pace! Friends
always welcome! Bring a flashlight.

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
Saturday, January 22 at 2:00 p.m. in the Church Library
Led by Pat Berman, M.S. Family Therapy

Grief is a powerful emotion and can stop us in our tracks. It can also break our hearts enough
to make us feel that we will never again be whole. Whether you are newly bereaved or still
struggling with painful feelings that occurred years ago, join us in a safe place, led by
professional therapists to find mutual support and care. If you are interested, please be in touch
with Pat at pberm(@mindspring.com.

CALLING ALL FUN AND ADVENTUROUS PEOPLE
Private Tour of the Wolfsonian Museum, Miami Beach
Thursday, January 20 at 11:00 a.m.

Join other fun and adventurous people on a private tour of Miami Beach’s unique Wolfsonian
Museum. Dedicated to Design, Propaganda, and Decorative Arts from the 1880s to the 1950s, the
Wolfsonian is a treasure trove of delightful and thought-provoking ideas translated into the arts. The
guided tour will showcase the current exhibitions, the wonderful historical building, and a special
trip into the stacks of the museum’s library of over 100,000 books and papers.

The museum has a coffee shop and design shop for pre-tour caffeine. Nearby after-tour lunch
venues abound, ranging from middle eastern to a 1930s diner, and so much more. The cost for this
event is $20 and must be paid at the time of registration. You can meet us there or ride the church
shuttle. To register, contact Drew Sandbulte at 305.448.7421, ext. 114 or DrewS@gablesucc.org.

ANNUAL MEETING: SUNDAY, JANUARY 23

It is Annual Meeting Sunday at Gables UCC, and all members of the church are encouraged to be
with us as Pastor Laurie delivers a State of the Church address as her morning message. Following
worship, all members are invited to stay for a brief meeting or to join us online to hear reports of
the past year, vote on a new budget and leadership for 2022, and celebrate the vision and
possibilities of the year ahead. In preparation for the annual meeting, a Mission Statement (Budget)
Hearing will be held this Tuesday, January 11 at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom with church treasurer Tim
Knoll. Contact Pastor Laurie for the link at LaurieH@gablesucc.org. The Church Leadership
Committee 1s looking for some dedicated and energetic folks to serve the church in a leadership
position. For nominations, please contact Ann de las Pozas at adelaspozas@gmail.com.
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INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO KNOW
How do I become a member of the church?
If you don’t want to check your mind at the church door...
If you know that God'’s love embraces all people, no matter who they are...
If you want religion with relevancy ...
If you've wished for an open and embracing community of faith to grow your faith...
Then we warmly invite you to help us build the family of Gables UCC.

If you are interested in “inquiring” about Gables UCC and what it means to be a member of our
family of faith, we cordially invite you to attend our upcoming Inquirer’s Gathering to learn
more about the church, what we value and believe, our history, and our denomination, the United
Church of Christ.
Join us by Zoom on Thursday evening, January 13 at 7:00 p.m.
or in person on Sunday, January 16 at 12:00 noon in Havighorst Lounge

Please register with Pastor Laurie at LaurieH(@gablesucc.org or call at 305.448.7421, ext. 116. She
would love to speak with you!

EXPATS AND VURCHERS
Whether you are living across the Pond, on the Gulf of Mexico, in the Carolinas,
or the hinterlands of the East or West Coast, please join our special fellowship group.

Please Note: Our next Sunday, February 6 at 12:30 p.m. on Zoom
We gather from around the world to check in with our Gables UCC members and friends living
outside of South Florida. Whether you have been a former member or friend of the church and have
moved away, or have found a home with us virtually, we invite you to be connected through this
special group just for you. To receive notices, be in touch with Pastor Laurie at
LaurieH@gablesucc.org.

MONTHLY COLLECTION
Our Sunday School children and youth are supporting Lotus House Homeless Shelter in Overtown,
and we need your help! Every month we will be collecting a different item that the women, children,
or LGBT youth need. In January, we are collecting New Deodorant. Please drop them off in the
Ed. Wing on Sunday mornings, or any time during the week at the reception desk.

THIS IS THE
PART WHERE
| SAVE THE DAY.

BLDOD DONOR

$S10 .2

e . Eim

€Gift Carg amazon

Sunday, January 16 from 8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

To register for a time to share of your life-giving blood, please go to gablesucc.org/MLK.
Thank you!




SATURDAY,
JANUARY 15

SELL ANYTHING YOU
WANT FOR JUST $25

l

Rent a table with Drew after worship
or at DrewS@gablesucc.org,
or sign up online at
gablesucc.org/flea

We will gladly take your donation of gently used items for our church table which will benefit
the food drive. For more information, contact Marilyn Caputo at caputomarilyn@gmail.com.

FRED GUTTENBERG’'S

EINDSTHE
HEEBPERS

Whar 911
and Parkland
Taughe Me
About
Recovery,
Purpose,

and Hope

BOOKS & BOOI(S Monday, January 17
AT GABLES Ucc 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary

Join us on Monday evening, January 17, as author and activist Fred Guttenberg shares what
he learned about recovery, purpose, and hope following the murder of his daughter during
the Parkland High School shootings. To reserve your ticket, go to gablesucc.org/MLK.
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BECAUSE ANYBODY CAN SERVE."

MLK WEEKEND OF SERVICE

HUNGER VIGIL AND
FESTIVAL OF THE FLEA

Saturday, January 15
Starting at 9:00 a.m.

Pastor Laurie is going
up into the church
tower until we have
collected five tons of
food for the hungry in
South Florida!
Flea market on the
Church Creen.

ONEBLOOD DRIVE
AND WORSHIP

Sunday, January 16
Starting at 8:30 a.m.

AN EVENING WITH
FRED GUTTENBERG

Monday, January 17
6:30 p.m.

Join us as author Fred
Guttenberg shares what
he learned about
recovery, purpose, and
hope following his

OneBlood will receive
your life-giving donation
of blood for those in
need. In worship, we will
recommit ourselves to

the work that still daughter's murder
remains for a more just during the Parkland
society. High School shootings.

READ MORE AND REGISTER AT GABLESUCC.ORG/MLK
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