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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here 

 
 

 

 

 

WELCOME  
 

Know that in this space you are welcome as you are, for who you are. 

Together we celebrate all of God’s children – young, old and in-between;  

male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight and in-between;  

the assured, the doubting, and the in-between;  

the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between;  

the foolish, the wise, and the in-between. 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 

The novel coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World Health 

Organization.  As a result, federal, state, and local governments and agencies recommend social 

distancing and have, in many locations, prohibited the congregation of groups of people. We are 

doing everything we can to be compliant with all regulations and ensure your safety. We have put 

in place preventative measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19, but we cannot guarantee that 

you or family members will not become infected. By your presence in our church building, you 

agree to the following: On behalf of yourself and your children, you hereby release, covenant not 

to sue, discharge, and hold harmless the Coral Gables Congregational UCC, its employees, agents, 

and representatives, of and from all liabilities, claims, actions, damages, costs, or expenses of any 

kind arising out of or relating to your participation in our programs, services or activities. You 

understand and agree that this release includes any claims based on the actions, omissions, or 

negligence of this organization, its employees, agents, and representatives, whether a COVID-19 

infection occurs before, during, or after participation in any such program, service, or activity.  

 

The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 

    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 

 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 

3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 

CCLI License # 11282912 

 

 

 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

January 2, 2022                        Our faith is over 2000 years old                                     11:00 a.m.   

Our thinking is not. 
 

TWENT 

 

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 

Christ was made human, that we might be made God. 

                                                                                ~ St. Athanasius  
 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                                

Dr. Greg Taylor, Parish Musician  

 

WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS     
                      

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are  

joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 

each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 
 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter. 
 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 

walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434 or go to our church app.  
 

You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.  

For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are in the narthex. 
 

Thank you for your gifts and generosity. 
 

CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP   

                                                       Of the Father’s Love Begotten                        arr. Robert Farrell 

Allison Fields, Greg Jackson, Brandon Mowry, Jasmine Williams 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                     

One: God of all creation, you came to us long ago, as Mary’s child, innocent and meek. 

Many: You lived among us, sharing our burdens, celebrating our joys, teaching us the  

ways of compassion and justice.  

One: And you still come to us today, as the Body of Christ gathered together, in water,  

bread, and cup.  

Many: In the beauty of your creation, in the wisdom of your Word, in every breath  

that sustains our lives.  

One: Bless us, Holy One, with your incarnation among us today.  

Many: May we see your face in one another and feel your love as we offer our praise. 

One: Come, O God of all, and be with us in this time of worship.  
 

Please remain standing for the opening hymn. 

 

http://gablesucc.org/live
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*HYMN                                          Love Divine, All Loves Excelling  
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*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 

One: Friends, we are gathered from near and far, in-person and around the world, to 

celebrate love’s birth among us. Let us share our Christmas joy by greeting one 

another with the peace of Christ, “Peace be with you.” 

    Many: And also with you. 

If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, bow, hand over the heart, smile, or nod to others. 

If you are gathered with others at home, share words of peace with one another. 

 If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  

Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace with them.  

 

SCRIPTURE LESSON                          Sirach 24:1-12 

Wisdom praises herself, and tells of her glory in the midst of her people. In the assembly of the 

Most High she opens her mouth, and in the presence of his hosts she tells of her glory:  

“I came forth from the mouth of the Most High, and covered the earth like a mist. I dwelt in the 

highest heavens, and my throne was in a pillar of cloud. Alone I compassed the vault of heaven 

and traversed the depths of the abyss. Over waves of the sea, over all the earth, and over every 

people and nation I have held sway. Among all these I sought a resting place; in whose territory 

should I abide? Then the Creator of all things gave me a command, and my Creator chose the 

place for my tent. 

He said, ‘Make your dwelling in Jacob, and in Israel receive your inheritance.’  

“Before the ages, in the beginning, he created me, and for all the ages I shall not cease to be. In 

the holy tent I ministered before him, and so I was established in Zion. Thus in the beloved city 

he gave me a resting place, and in Jerusalem was my domain. I took root in an honored people, in 

the portion of the Lord, his heritage.” 

 

John 1:1-4 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in 

the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 

came into being. What has come in to being in him was life, and the life was the light of all 

people.  

Friends, listen! God is still speaking! 

Thanks be to God! 
 

THE MORNING MESSAGE                 

The Rev. Aaron Lauer  

 
CHORAL RESPONSE  

                                                             Welcome to Our World                                          Chris Rice 
 

Allison Fields, Greg Jackson, Brandon Mowry, Jasmine Williams 

 

THE MORNING PRAYERS  
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THE LORD’S PRAYER (spoken) 

You are welcome to use the language or words of your tradition or choice. 
 

Our Creator who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

SUNG RESPONSE                                   from Taizé                     

Bless the Lord, my soul and bless God’s holy name; 

Bless the Lord, my soul who leads me into life. 

 

INVITATION TO GIVE, SERVE, AND BELONG 

 

*CLOSING HYMN                Come and Seek the Ways of Wisdom 

 

The hymn continues on the next page. 
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*THE SENDING FORTH 

 

*POSTLUDE                

Dr. Greg Taylor, piano 
 

Following our service this morning, we invite you to enjoy fellowship outside with the pastors, 

church members, and friends. Those worshipping with us online, please be sure to stay in touch. If 

you need anything or would like to check in with one of the pastors, please just give us a call. We 

miss you!  

 

A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 

If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we have 

found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a 

place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite you 

into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please contact Pastor 

Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  
 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to places 

around the country and around the world. Folks are actively involved in our church who have never 

set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and beliefs as a progressive, open-

minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation.  
 

No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey, 

you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation. 
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FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 

Open TODAY 12:00 noon – 1:00 p.m.  

The gifts found at the marketplace come from over 35 countries around the world, from Kenya to 

Mozambique, all made by artisans (mainly women) who are given living wages and safe working 

conditions.  
 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and friends, 

filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general church 

business. If you would like to be included, contact Drew at DrewS@gablesucc.org. 

 

GET OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store or 

Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 

church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena 

Korallis, our Coordinator of Communications, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS  

Weekly, the Called to Care Team receives prayer requests from  church family and friends. Each 

Wednesday at 12:30 p.m., they gather in prayer over Zoom to lift up these prayer requests, to pray 

for the church, and for the needs of the world. If you have a prayer concern to be prayed over by 

Called to Care, you may text it to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or Carol Fifield at 

miamifife@gmail.com.  

 

FOOD PANTRY  

Your donations of food go a long way in helping the hungry of our community. Please drop off 

your bags of groceries at the church on Sunday morning, Monday – Friday from 9:00 a.m. – 

4:00 p.m., or on Saturday, from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon. You may also donate at 

gablesucc.org/give. Under the fund column, select “Food Pantry.” We also LOVE getting boxes 

from Amazon or other places filled with canned goods.  

mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
https://gablesucc.org/give
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SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

All children in PreK-3 through 12th grade are invited to join us for Sunday School each week at 

11:00 am. For more information about our teachers, progressive curriculum and to register your 

child please contact Pastor Megan at MeganS@gablesucc.org. 

 

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

The Church and the Climate Crisis 

Sundays, January 9, 16, and 23 at 9:45 a.m. in Havighorst Lounge and Zoom 
 

Led by the Green Christians, this Adult Education series will explore the role of the Church in the 

ongoing climate crisis and how our faith can be a grounding for our environmental action. We will 

discuss the book Cathedral on Fire: A Church Handbook for the Climate Crisis by Rev. Brooks 

Berndt, the UCC's Minister for Environmental Justice. We will also discuss local opportunities for 

climate action and how our church can be more involved in environmental justice. Rev. Berndt will 

join us via Zoom for our class on January 16. You can purchase a copy of his book from Pastor 

Aaron for $5 by emailing him at AaronL@gablesucc.org. If joining online, please contact Pastor 

Aaron for the link. 

 

LUNCHTIME AND THE BIBLE 

Tuesday, January 18 at 12:00 noon over Zoom  

Join us for a mid-week Bible study. You provide your lunch at home and one of our pastors will 

supply the Bible reflection! Register in advance for this meeting with Pastor Laurie at 

Laurieh@gablesucc.org. After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing 

information about joining the meeting. 

 

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 

The Third Saturday of Each Month at 2:00 p.m. in the Church Library 

Led by Pat Berman, M.S. Family Therapy 

Grief is a powerful emotion and can stop us in our tracks. It can also break our hearts enough 

to make us  feel that we will never again be whole. Whether you are newly bereaved or still 

struggling with painful feelings that occurred years ago, join us in a safe place, led by 

professional therapists to find mutual support and care. If you are interested, please be in touch 

with Pat at pberm@mindspring.com. 

 

CALLING ALL FUN AND ADVENTUROUS PEOPLE 

Private Tour of the Wolfsonian Museum, Miami Beach 

Thursday, January 20 at 11:00 a.m.  
 

Join other fun and adventurous people on a private tour of Miami Beach’s unique Wolfsonian 

Museum.  Dedicated to Design, Propaganda, and Decorative Arts from the 1880s to the 1950s, the 

Wolfsonian is a treasure trove of delightful and thought-provoking ideas translated into the arts. The 

guided tour will showcase the current exhibitions, the wonderful historical building, and a special 

trip into the stacks of the museum’s library of over 100,000 books and papers.   

 

The museum has a coffee shop and design shop for pre-tour caffeine. Nearby after-tour lunch 

venues abound, ranging from middle eastern to a 1930s diner, and so much more. The cost for this 

event is $20 and must be paid at the time of registration. You can meet us there or ride the church 

shuttle. To register, contact Drew Sandbulte at 305.448.7421, ext. 114 or DrewS@gablesucc.org.  
 

 

mailto:MeganS@gablesucc.org
mailto:AaronL@gablesucc.org
mailto:Laurieh@gablesucc.org
mailto:DrewS@gablesucc.org


10 
 
 

WE ARE OUT OF THE BOX PEOPLE 

 

GABLES UCC WALKING GROUP  

Wednesdays, January 12 – May 25 from  6:00 p.m. – 7:15 p.m.  

Meet Outside the Fair Trade Shop 

Join Pastor Megan, church members, and friends for a weekly walk around the Granada Golf 

Course and back, approximately four miles. We will meet outside our church’s Fair Trade shop and 

leave the church together as we begin our walk. Just an FYI- Pastor Megan sets a brisk pace! Friends 

always welcome! Bring a flashlight.  

 

WOMEN’S CHRISTMAS 

In some parts of the world, Epiphany (January 6, which brings the Christmas season to a close) is 

celebrated as Women’s Christmas. It is a good time to pause and take a break from whatever has 

kept you busy and hurried in the past weeks or months. As the Christmas season comes to a close, 

this is an occasion both to celebrate with friends and also to spend time in reflection before diving 

into the responsibilities of this New Year. 

 

 Using the creative images and poetry of Jan Richardson, we will reflect on the past year, participate 

in a Native American bowl burning cleansing ritual, practice mindfulness, share stories, enjoy 

fellowship, celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion and simply begin this New Year together 

in the company of women. The fee for the day is a non-refundable $15.00 which will go to Jan 

Richardson as a donation for her wonderful lessons, poetry, and painting. To register and submit 

your payment click here: gablesucc.org/womenschristmas. 

 

INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO KNOW 

How do I become a member of the church? 

If you don’t want to check your mind at the church door...  

If you know that God’s love embraces all people, no matter who they are…  

If you want religion with relevancy… 

If you’ve wished for an open and embracing community of faith to nurture your spirit, 

grow your faith, and raise your children… 

Then we warmly invite you to help us build the family of Gables UCC. 
 

If you are interested in “inquiring” about Gables UCC and what it means to be a member of our 

family of faith, we cordially invite you to attend our upcoming Inquirer’s Gathering to learn 

more about the church, what we value and believe, our history, and our denomination, the United 

Church of Christ.  

Join us on Sunday, January 16 at 12:00 noon in Havighorst Lounge  

or by Zoom on Thursday evening, January 13 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Please register with Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org or call at 305.448.7421, ext. 116. She 

would love to speak with you! Who should attend an Inquirer’s Gathering? The short answer—

you! If you love coming to the church and you are not a member, please join us!  
 

 

               

 
 

 

 

https://gablesucc.org/womenschristmas
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https://gablesucc.org/resilience
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https://gablesucc.org/mlk

