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Congregational responses are in bold 
 

 

WELCOME                                                                                                      WORSHIP LEADER 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

GATHERING MUSIC                                                        SONG LEADER AND CONGREGATION 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------                                                

                                  

               Anthony: 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel. 
That mourns in lonely exile here, until the Child of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice!  
Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

 

              ALL: 
O come, O Wisdom from on high, and order all things far and nigh. 

To us the path of knowledge show, and help us in that way to go. 
Rejoice! Rejoice!  

Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 
 

              ALL: 
O come, O come, O Adonai, who came to all on Sinai high, 
and from its peak a single law proclaimed in majesty and awe. 

Rejoice! Rejoice!  
Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

 
     ALL: 

O come, O Day-Spring, come and cheer our spirits by your advent here; 
Love stir with-in the womb of night, and death's own shadows put to flight. 

Rejoice! Rejoice!  
Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

    Anthony: 
O come, Desire of Nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind. 

Make envy, strife and quarrels cease; fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 
Rejoice! Rejoice!  

Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 



OPENING WORDS                                             WORSHIP LEADER AND CONGREGATION 

 

“Teacher, which command in God’s Law is the most important?” Jesus said, “‘Love the 

Lord your God with all your passion and prayer and intelligence.’ This is the most 

important, the first on any list. But there is a second to set alongside it: ‘Love others as 

well as you love yourself.’ These two commands are pegs; everything in God’s Law and 

the Prophets hangs from them.” 

                                                                                                        (Matthew 22:36-40) 

God, we have learned to love from being loved by you. And so in this holy season of 

Advent, let us enact that love. Let us live that love. We know that what the world needs 

now is more love. We need to remember how much you love each one of us and we 

must share that love with others.  

A candle of love burns… 

through loneliness, isolation, and pride, 

through hunger, silence, and social injustice. 

 

Through it all, 

God is with us;  

there is always a spark of love. 

 

Love burns… 

in East Africa, Israel, Palestine, Afghanistan, the Philippines, Haiti, North Korea, and the 

United States; on the borders of Texas and California; in Georgia and Kentucky;  

and on the streets of Miami, in Coral Gables UCC, in our homes, and in our hearts.  

 

In every place,  

God calls us,  

to share and reflect the Lights of Lights 

 

that is and is to come; 

to love in a world that needs it so.  

 

SUNG RESPONSE                                                                        SONG LEADER AND CONGREGATION                                                                           
 

Within Our Darkest Nights 
We will sing it through several times  

 

Within our darkest night,  
you kindle the fire that never dies away, never dies away. 

Within our darkest night,  
you kindle the fire that never dies away, never dies away.   



LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE: LOVE                WORSHIP LEADER AND CONGREGATION 

 
"In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 

descended from the house and family of David" (Luke 2:1,3-4). 

 

This evening we remember Joseph, worn-out traveler and worried husband, doing what 

was necessary for the sake of his family, the burden of poverty stifling his hope in the 

promise of God. There was no room for him, yet he knows to whom he belongs. 

 

Tonight, we give thanks for the Josephs among us, migrating far from home when there is 

no choice, fiercely devoted to the ones they love, unwavering in their belief that there is 

room for all in the kin-dom of God. 

 

“Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born 

of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is 

love…No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is 

perfected in us…God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides 

in them… 

 

Those who say, ‘I love God’, and hate their brothers or sisters, are deceitful; for those 

who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they 

have not seen. The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must 

love their brothers and sisters also.” (I John 47-10) 

 

“For God so loved the world, that God gave a son, that whosoever believes in him would 

not perish but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16) 

 
We have lighted three candles---for hope, joy, and peace. Tonight, we light the fourth 

candle—the candle of love. With this flame we signify the love of God that surrounds and 

fills us at all times, but that we recognize in a special way in the Christmas story. There is 

no greater power than love. It is stronger than rulers and empires, stronger than grief or 

despair, stronger even than death. All in God’s love for all.  

 
 
 
 

A time of quiet as the Advent candle of Love is lighted. 
 
 



SONG OF THE ADVENT CANDLE                                         SONG LEADER AND CONGREGATION                                                                           

The song leader will sing it through once; the congregation is then invited to sing it three times. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REFLECTION                                                                                                               BY DONNA FAULDS                                                                                  

Release the harsh and pointed inner 

voice. It's just a throwback to the past, 

and holds no truth about this moment. 

Let go of self-judgment, the old, 

learned ways of beating yourself up 

for each imagined inadequacy. 

 

Allow the dialogue within the mind 

to grow friendlier, and quiet. Shift 

out of inner criticism and life 

suddenly looks very different. 

 

I can say this only because I make 

the choice a hundred times a day  

to release the voice that refuses to 

acknowledge the real me. 

 



What's needed here 

isn't more prodding toward perfection, but 

intimacy - seeing clearly, and 

embracing what I see. 

Love, not judgment, sows the 

seeds of tranquility and change. 

 

QUIET MEDITATION                                                                                   

At this time, you may like to read and reflect on the words that have been read, gaze at 

the candle - or simply enjoy the peace and calm. 

 

GOSPEL LESSON                                                                                                        WORSHIP LEADER  
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  

He was in the beginning with God.  All things came into being through him, and without 

him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life 

was the light of all people.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 

overcome it… 

… And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory 

as of a father’s only son full of grace and truth. (John 1:1-5; 14) 

 

SUNG RESPONSE                                                                                                                 SONG LEADER                                                                            
 

What Child is This?  
 

 

INTERCESSIONS                                                               WORSHIP LEADERS AND CONGREGATION                                                                          
 

 

Night and day, we pray. We wait all night and all day to see signs that God will break into 

our world again, but there are signs in the sun, the moon and the stars. There is light that 

shines in our deepest darkness. 
 

God of darkness and light, do not let us be overpowered by discouragement and despair. 

May the dawn of each new day become a sign that your love shines through. Help us to 

believe that your light is radiant and shines in our deepest darkness.  

 

Night and day, we pray. We pray constantly to overcome all of the hurts and losses in our 

past. And so, we pray that we can take off the garment of sorrow and affliction so that we 

can live fully and love extravagantly and be all that we are called to be.  
 



(Quiet prayer) 
 

May we stand strong and tall in light of the world. May that light illuminate the knowledge 

and the full insight in each of us so that we do not doubt that we have good news to share 

of God’s coming. 
 

God of darkness and light, do not let us be overpowered by discouragement and despair. 

May the dawn of each new day become a sign that your love shines through. Help us to 

believe that your light is radiant and shines even in our deepest darkness.  

Night and day, we pray. We trust, and try so very hard not be afraid, for God is our 

strength and our might. It is in this knowledge that we rejoice. For God is near. Alleluia!  
 

(Quiet prayer) 
 

As many judgments as we place upon ourselves, as heavy are the burdens of our hurts and 

losses from the past, we lift our voices in song. We sing God’s praises. We are still 

learning the words. We’re still looking for signs but we trust that we will be messengers of 

God’s joy. 
 

God of darkness and light, do not let us be overpowered by discouragement and despair. 

May the dawn of each new day become a sign that your love shines through. Help us to 

believe that your light is radiant and shines even in our deepest darkness.  
 

Night and day, we pray. We have so many prayers. Like Mary, we pray that our souls 

might magnify God. With David, we pray for restoration and forgiveness. Through all of 

the prayers on our hearts, we pray that God’s love shines through.  
 

(Quiet prayer) 
 

May the light of the evening’s moon and stars; and of the morning sun, remind us of the 

love that is always there. Even as we wait for Christ to be born again, we share in the 

mystery that God is never far away. It is the love that magnifies our souls. It is the love that 

restores us and holds us. It is the love that is always shining through. 
 

God of darkness and light, do not let us be overpowered by discouragement and despair. 

May the dawn of each new day become a sign that your love shines through. Help us to 

believe that your light is radiant and shines even in our deepest darkness. Amen.  
 

SUNG RESPONSE                                                                      SONG LEADER AND CONGREGATION                                                                          
 

 

O Little Town of Bethlehem  
 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see you lie;  

above your deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.  

Yet in your dark streets shines forth the everlasting light;  

the hopes and fears of all the years are met in you tonight.  
 



How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given;  

so God imparts to human hearts the glorious love of heaven.  

No one discerns God’s coming, but in this world of sin,  

where yearning souls long to be whole, the dear Christ enters in.  
 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;  

cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us tonight.  

We hear the Christmas angels, the great glad tidings tell;  

O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel! 

 

STATEMENT OF FAITH                                                                                                   CONGREGATION                                                                          
 

I worship and adore God,  

source, essence, and aim of all things, spirit that enlivens all beings. 

I follow the way of Jesus, who found God in himself  

and shared a way for others to find God in themselves. 

He was born through love, 

He lived for love, 

He suffered for love, 

He died for love, 

But love never dies. 

I submit myself to the leading of the love that is God,  

that I may be compassionate toward all beings, 

that I may live and serve in community with others, 

that I may ask for and offer forgiveness, 

that I may praise and enjoy God forever. Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION                                                                                                                 WORSHIP LEADER 
 

Let the love that shaped earth and heaven dwell within us this Christmas. 
 

Let the love that created humanity dwell within us this Christmas. 
 

Let the love that overcomes suffering and hatred dwell within us this Christmas. 
 

Let the love that causes us to rejoice with loved ones dwell within us this Christmas. 
 

Let the love that forgives and renews dwell within us this Christmas. 
 

Let the love that brings reconciliation after separation dwell within us this Christmas. 
 

Let the love that brings the blessing of peace dwell within us this Christmas. 
 

And may we share that peace with all people near and far. Amen.  
 

FOLLOWING THE BENEDICTION, YOU MAY LEAVE QUIETLY AS YOU WISH 
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