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Christmas Eve Family Service  
 

 
 

December 24, 2021                                             5:00 p.m.   

 
 

GATHERING MUSIC                            Christmas Medley 

Dr. Greg Taylor, Parish Musician 

 

THE CHRISTMAS GREETING                                                                                     Pastor Laurie    

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 

this evening and each Sunday at www.gablesucc.org/live 
 

Please use your smartphone to check in on Facebook;  

let your family and friends know that you are at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 
 

 

INTROIT                                                   

Bell Processional & Hark! The Herald Angels Sing from A Carol Jubilee 

Youth Bell Choir, Seth Patterson, Director 

  

*THE CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                             Pastor Megan   
                                                     

    Children:    Good News!   

    All:     …said God to the angel, go and visit Mary and tell her Good News!  

    Children:    Good News!  

    All:     …said the angel to Mary. God has chosen you to bring a Savior to   

      the world.  

    Children:    Good News!   

    All:     …said the angel to Joseph; Mary will have a baby and you are to   

    name the baby Jesus, for he will be a Savior for all people,   

    everywhere.   

    Children:    Good News!  

    All:   …sang the angels as they gathered in the sky above the shepherds. Good 

news that will bring great joy for all the people. A Savior has been born; 

the Messiah.  

    Children:    Good News!  

    All:   …said the shepherds to one another, we’d better hurry to Bethlehem and 

see what God has done.  

    Children:    Good News!   

    All:   …beamed the star to the whole of creation. Wise ones saw the star and 

followed it to the place where Jesus was born.  

    Children:    Good News!   

    All:     …we say today, as we remember the coming of Jesus into our world.   

    Children:    Good News!   

    All:               …we celebrate. Jesus is here! A gift to us from God!  

http://gablesucc.org/live
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*OPENING CAROL                           O Come All Ye Faithful  

Please stand as you are able for the carol  
  

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,  

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;  

Come and behold him, born the King of angels;  

O come, let us adore him, O come let us adore him,  

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!  

  

*THE PRAYER OF INVOCATION                                                                                  Pastor Aaron  

 Loving and generous God, we praise and thank you for the joys of this Christmas: the music and the 

singing, the gathering of family and friends, the gifts we give and receive. We thank you most of all, 

for your great gift to us –the baby Jesus. May the familiar story shine new light on our lives and kindle 

holy love in our hearts. Let this truly be a holy night. Amen.   
 

~Please be seated~ 

 

CAROL SING                                   O Little Town of Bethlehem  
  

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!  

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.  

Yet in thy dark streets shineth, the everlasting light; the hopes 

and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.  

  

THE GOSPEL                                               Luke 2:1-7                              Pastor Laurie   

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This 

was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own 

towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 

David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be 

registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, 

the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 

bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.  

  

CAROL SING                                             The First Nowell  
  

The first Nowell the angel did say 

was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

in fields where they lay keeping their sheep, 

on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, born is the King of Israel. 
  

*OUR SAVIOR’S PRAYER                              Pastor Megan  

Our Creator, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  
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 THE GATHERING OF OUR GIFTS                                Pastor Aaron  

       Offertory Music                           Who Would Imagine a King                       

Charmyn Kirton, vocalist 
   

THE MUSICAL MEDITATION 

THE CHRISTMAS PRESENT 

                       Children’s Choir, Alexandra Woods, Director 
  

Scene 1 ~ Sing We Now of Christmas  
  

Scene 2 ~ What Child is This?  
  

Scene 3 ~ Shaggy Smelly Sheep  
  

Scene 4 ~ Deck the Halls 
  

Scene 5 ~ We Wish You a Merry Christmas  
  

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE                                                           

Pastor Megan: 

Tonight, we celebrate the gift of Jesus, who came to us from the heart of God. 
 

Pastor Aaron: 

We celebrate God entering into our lives, to bring love and light to all the world. 
 

Pastor Laurie: 

We now light the fifth and final candle, the Christ Candle to remind us that the greatest gift  

is the one given to us this night, the gift of the baby Jesus. 
   

ALL: 

May we receive the Christmas present God offers and may Jesus be born within  

our families and in our hearts today. Amen. 

  

*CAROL SING                                            Silent Night  

On the second verse please raise your glow stick in the air  
   

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright, round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy infant so tender and mild, Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night, shepherds’ quake at the sight. 

Glories stream from heaven afar, Heavenly hosts sing alleluia; 

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born. 

 

*BENEDICTION       

 

*POSTLUDE  

Following the service, EVERYONE is invited to join us outside in the courtyard to enjoy our 

Nativity scene and live animals. Also, a Christmas cookie reception will be in the Fellowship Hall.    
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PARTICIPATING IN THIS EVENING’S SERVICE:  

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Minister  

The Rev. Megan Smith, Associate Minister  

The Rev. Aaron Lauer, Associate Minister for Emerging Generations 

Dr. Greg Taylor, Parish Musician 

Alexandra Woods, Children’s Choir Director  

Seth Patterson, Youth Bell Choir Director  

Charmyn Kirton, Vocalist  

 
 

THANK YOU TO OUR CHOIRS:   
 

THE CHILDREN’S CHOIR  
 

Jackson Patterson 

Matthew Navarette 

Zachary Erickson 

Ariana Nieveen-Guevara 

Theo Knoll 

Helen Perez-Gomez 

Benjamin Santiago 

Michael Erickson 

Jason McDaniel 

Joshua Gimenez-Scharlau 

Lincoln Erickson 

Mia Santirzo-Ortega 

Ava Santiago 

Ella Martini-Qureshi 

Kennedy Kohanek-D'Elia 

Preston Kohanek-D'Elia 

Alyssa Nieveen 

 

THE YOUTH BELL CHOIR  

      Alexis Alcantara 

 Reese Atkins 

 Sloan Atkins 

Jasmine Orr 
 

Matthew Patterson 

Meiling LeSueur 

Coleen Atkins 

 

OUR NATIVITY FAMILY  

Kennedy and Preston Kohanek-D’Elia 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Thank you to Margie Bauer who created the front page of the bulletin. Margie, a church member, is 

a scientific illustrator, zentangler and fabric artist. For more information, please visit 

www.TropicalBotanicArtists.com, contact her directly at Margie@TropicalBotanicArt.com, and 

follow her at Natures Art by Margie. 

http://www.tropicalbotanicartists.com/
mailto:Margie@TropicalBotanicArt.com
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A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL… 

Members, guests, seekers, doubters, the faithful, the faithless, online, or in person  
 

If you are visiting with us for the first time this evening, we welcome you. We are grateful we have 

found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a place 

to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite you into our 

community. For more information about the church or membership, please contact Pastor Laurie at 

305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  
 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to places 

around the country and around the world. We also have folks actively involved in our church online 

who have never set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and beliefs as a 

progressive, open-minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation. Our expats and “vurchers” 

(those who are with us only virtually) gather once a month over Zoom for conversation, checking-in, 

and community. Once again, contact Pastor Laurie for information.   
 

No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey, 

you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation. 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP AT GABLES UCC 
 

9:00 a.m. Worship in the Chapel 

*Please note there will be NO 9:00 a.m. service on December 26 and January 2 
A more intimate and meditative worship experience in Moye Chapel. 

Holy Communion is celebrated weekly, and music is presented by one of our talented soloists. 

 

10:00 a.m. Spanish Language Worship in the Chapel 
A Spanish language service is offered in Moye Chapel each Sunday led by  

the Rev. Yosladis Izquierdo-Yglesias. If you are part of a Spanish-speaking family,  

come and join us for worship bridging the Latin experience with a progressive theology. 

 

11:00 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary AND Online  
We gather in the beauty of our historic sanctuary to be engaged in meaningful worship  

which feeds our spiritual hunger. It is said that each week is a bit different;  

there is always something that challenges and calls us to our authentic selves. 

 

German Language Church 

New Year’s Worship 

Sunday, January 2 at 3:00 p.m. in the Chapel or Online  

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

THIS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26  

Join us for a spirit-filled, celebrative, joyful, family-friendly worship service,  

filled to the brim with Christmas carols, candy canes, and good news  

at 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary or online.  
 

We will sing, hear the Christmas story, and celebrate together that Christ has been born again! 

Be with us for this very special service. And what would a party be without treats? We will have 

those too!  



7 
 

FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 

Open Sunday, December 26 from 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

Reopens Sunday, January 2 

Located outside the Fellowship Hall of the Coral Gables Congregational UCC, the Miami Fair Trade 

Global MarketPlace is an alternative in Miami to all the shops that use child labor, sweat shops, and 

generally inhumane practices. The gifts found at the marketplace come from over 35 countries around 

the world, from Kenya to Mozambique, and include everything from Peruvian cotton shirts to Indian 

embroidered shawls and Egyptian trinket boxes, all made by artisans (mainly women) who are given 

living wages and safe working conditions. With friendly service, fair prices, and beautiful products, 

the Miami Fair Trade MarketPlace provides a wonderful alternative to the usual hustle and bustle of 

mall shopping.  

 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and friends, 

filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general church 

business. If you would like to be included, contact Drew at DrewS@gablesucc.org. 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

GET OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store or 

Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with church 

information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena Korallis, our 

Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 

 

mailto:DrewS@gablesucc.org
mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
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FOOD PANTRY  
 

Your donations of food go a long way in helping the hungry of our community. Please drop off your 

bags of groceries at the church on Sunday morning, Monday – Friday from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., 

or on Saturday, from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon. You may also donate at gablesucc.org/give. Under 

the fund column, select “Food Pantry.” We also LOVE getting boxes from Amazon or other places 

filled with canned goods.  

 

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

The Church and the Climate Crisis 

Sundays, January 9, 16, and 23 at 9:45 a.m. in Havighorst Lounge and Zoom 
  

Led by the Green Christians, this Adult Education series will explore the role of the Church in the 

ongoing climate crisis and how our faith can be a grounding for our environmental action. We will 

discuss the book Cathedral on Fire: A Church Handbook for the Climate Crisis by Rev. Brooks 

Berndt, the UCC's Minister for Environmental Justice. We will also discuss local opportunities for 

climate action and how our church can be more involved in environmental justice. Rev. Berndt will 

join us via Zoom for our class on January 16. You can purchase a copy of his book from Pastor Aaron 

for $5 by emailing him at AaronL@gablesucc.org. Please also contact Pastor Aaron for the link if 

you wish to join by Zoom. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

All children in PreK-3 through 12th grade are invited to join us for Sunday School each week at 11:00 

a.m. For more information about our teachers, progressive curriculum and to register your child please 

contact pastor Megan at MeganS@gablesucc.org. 

 

____________________________________________________ 

 

https://gablesucc.org/give
mailto:AaronL@gablesucc.org
mailto:MeganS@gablesucc.org
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IRING MINDS WANT TO KNOW 
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INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO KNOW 

How do I become a member of the church? 

If you don’t want to check your mind at the church door...  
 

If you know that God’s love embraces all people, no matter who they are…  
 

If you want religion with relevancy… 
 

If you’ve wished for an open and embracing community of faith to nurture your spirit, 

grow your faith, and raise your children… 
 

Then we warmly invite you to help us build the family of Gables UCC. 
 

If you are interested in “inquiring” about Gables UCC and what it means to be a member of our family 

of faith, we cordially invite you to attend our upcoming Inquirer’s Gathering, to learn more about 

the church, what we value and believe, our history, and our denomination, the United Church of 

Christ.  
 

Join us on Sunday, January 16 at 12:00 noon in Havighorst Lounge  

or by Zoom on Thursday evening, January 13 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Please register with Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org or call at 305.448.7421, ext. 116. She 

would love to speak with you! Who should attend an Inquirer’s Gathering? The short answer—you! 

If you love coming to the church and you are not a member, please join us!  

 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

Drop off your food that day (the heavier the better) or you can donate at gablesucc.org/mlk. 

$1=One pound of food. 
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