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WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

ALL are welcome to this place of worship. Know that in this space you are welcome as you are, 
for who you are. Together we celebrate all of God’s children – young, old and in-between; 
male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight and in-between; the assured, the doubting, 
and the in-between; the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between; the foolish, the wise, and the 
in-between. No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey, you are welcome here. 

PLEASE NOTE: 
The novel coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World 
Health Organization.  As a result, federal, state, and local governments and agencies recommend 
social distancing and have, in many locations, prohibited the congregation of groups of people. 
We are doing everything we can to be compliant with all regulations and ensure your safety. We 
have put in place preventative measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19, but we cannot 
guarantee that you or family members will not become infected. By your presence in our church 
building, you agree to the following: On behalf of yourself and your children, you hereby release, 
covenant not to sue, discharge, and hold harmless the Coral Gables Congregational UCC, its 
employees, agents, and representatives, of and from all liabilities, claims, actions, damages, costs, 
or expenses of any kind arising out of or relating to your participation in our programs, services 
or activities. You understand and agree that this release includes any claims based on the actions, 
omissions, or negligence of this organization, its employees, agents, and representatives, whether 
a COVID-19 infection occurs before, during, or after participation in any such program, service, 
or activity. 

The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 
    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 
3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 
CCLI License # 11282912 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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CHRISTMAS EVE PRE-SERVICE CONCERT 
10:30 p.m. 

The Christmas Brass Ensemble 

Jim Hacker and Francisco Dimas trumpets;  

Jon Hutchison and Dante Luciani, trombones 

God Rest Ye Merry Christian Friends   Traditional 

It Came Upon the Midnight Clear arr. Richard Willis 

We Wish You a Merry Christmas   Traditional 

The Gables UCC Adult Bell Choir 

       Sing We Now of Christmas  arr. Kevin McChesney 

        Still, Still, Still                   arr. Jason Krug 
      with Katie Martinez, flute 

     Carols of Christmas        arr. Linda Scholes

Angels We Have Heard on High       arr. Cynthia Dobrinski 
      Dr. Greg Taylor, organ and Jim Hacker, trumpet 

The Gables UCC Vocal Ensemble 

     Bring a Torch, Jeanette, Isabella  arr. Howard Helvey 

         One Child    Mariah Carey, arr. John Purifoy 

     Jesus, What a Wonderful Child   arr. Rollo Dilworth 

     with Seth Woods, percussion 

O Holy Night 

Katie Martinez, flute; Dr. Greg Taylor, piano 
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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
December 24, 2021

“I will honor Christmas in my heart, and try to keep it all the year."

~ Charles Dickens, A Christmas Carol 

*Indicates all who are able may stand 

INVITATION TO CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP 
The Rev. Megan Smith and The Rev. Aaron Lauer 

PROCESSIONAL   A Christmas Hallelujah    Cohen/Brymer 

The Vocal Ensemble 

THE LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE 

The Rev. Lisa LeSueur and her family: Celia, Anthony, and Meiling 

*CAROL    O Come, All Ye Faithful  

Please stand as you are able for the carol 

   O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold him, born the King of angels; 

O come, let us adore him, O come let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exaltation, 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God, all glory in the highest; 

O come, let us adore him, O come let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

Yea, child, we greet you, born this happy morning, 

Jesus, to you be all glory given. 

Word in creation, now in flesh appearing, 

O come, let us adore him, O come let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! 

You may be seated following the carol 

THE BIRTH OF JESUS 
Luke 2:1-7 

CHORAL RESPONSE             Mary Did You Know?            Arr. Greer 
The Chancel Choir; Seth Woods, percussion 
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THE ANGELS ANNOUNCE THE GOOD NEWS 
Luke 2:8-14 

THE CAROL                The First Nowell  

 Please remain seated for the carol 

The first Nowell the angels did say 
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

In fields where they lay keeping their sheep, 
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 

Nowell! Nowell! Nowell! Nowell! 
Born is the King of Israel! 

They looked above and saw a star 
Shining in the east, beyond them far. 
And to the earth it gave great light 

And so it continued both day and night. 
Nowell! Nowell! Nowell! Nowell! 

Born is the King of Israel! 

This star shone bright in the northwest, 
O’er Bethlehem it seemed to rest, 

And there it did both stop and stay, 
Right over the place where Jesus lay.  

Nowell! Nowell! Nowell! Nowell! 
Born is the King of Israel! 

WORDS OF WELCOME 

 THE OFFERING OF GIFTS 

Tonight’s offering will support the many ministries of this church, which include caring for those in need in our 
community and advocating for justice and peace around the world.    

If you wish to give on your mobile device this evening, please text “GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434. 

THE CAROL     Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
Please remain seated for the carol 

Hark! the herald angels sing 

Glory to the newborn King! 

Peace on earth and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled! 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise; 

Join the triumph of the skies; 

With th’angelic host proclaim 

Christ is born in Bethlehem! 

Hark! the herald angels sing 

Glory to the newborn King! 

Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail the Son of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, 

Ris’n with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, 

Born that we no more may die; 

Born to raise us all from earth, 

Born to give us second birth. 

Hark! the herald angels sing 

Glory to the newborn King!
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THE SHEPHERDS VISIT THE CHRIST CHILD 
Luke 2:15-19 

CHORAL RESPONSE        Christmastime  Smith/Martin
Chancel Choir and Brass 

Brass parts arranged and choir directed by Brandon Mowry 

THE CHRISTMAS EVE MESSAGE AND PRAYER 
The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner 

THE CAROL       O Little Town of Bethlehem    
Please remain seated for the carol 

O little town of Bethlehem how still we see thee lie; 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep, the silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth, the everlasting Light; 
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

O holy Child of Bethlehem descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin and enter in, be born to us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels, the great glad tidings tell. 
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel. 

A CHRISTMAS CREED 

I  believe in Jesus Christ and in the beauty of the gospel begun in Bethlehem. 

I believe in the one whose spirit glorified a little town and whose spirit still brings hope to 

persons all over the world. 

I believe in the one for whom the crowded inn could find no room, but who transformed the 

world by his very presence. 

I believe in the one who the rulers of the earth ignored and the proud could never understand; 

whose life was among common people, whose welcome came from persons with hungry hearts. 

I believe in the one whose cradle was a mother’s arms, who looked at persons and made them 

see what God’s love saw in them. 

I believe in the one who by love taught us how to forgive ourselves and others; and to welcome 

the stranger, the refugee, the different. 

I believe in Jesus, the Son of God, born in Bethlehem this night, for me and for the world. 

Amen. 

CANDLE LIGHTING SONG   Candlelight Carol  
The Chancel Choir 

THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES  
The pastors will light their candles from the Christ candle and then will give light to the first worshipper in each 
pew, who will pass it on to others in the pew. The lighted candle is never tilted, but is always held 
upright when giving light to another.  
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*THE CHRISTMAS CAROL       Silent Night 
Please stand as we begin to sing. 

You are invited to raise your candles on the last stanza. 

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright, 
Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar. 

Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 
Christ, the Savior is born, Christ, the Savior is born. 

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love's pure light. 
Radiant beams from thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

*BENEDICTION
You are invited to leave the sanctuary quietly pew by pew, beginning in the front, carrying your lighted candle out
into the world. Please join us at the front of the church for a special gift and as our trumpeters ring in the good
news of Jesus’ birth.

*THE CHORAL POSTLUDE          Silent Night  Johnson 
Charmyn Kirton and Greg Jackson, soloists 

         Climb to the Top of the Highest Mountain        Jennings 
The Vocal Ensemble 

A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL… 
Members, guests, seekers, doubters, the faithful, the faithless, online, or in person  

If you are visiting with us for the first time this evening, we welcome you. We are grateful we 
have found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking 
a place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite 
you into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please contact 
Pastor Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to 
places around the country and around the world. We have folks actively involved in our church 
online who have never set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and 
beliefs as a progressive, open-minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation. Our expats and 
“vurchers” (those who are with us only virtually) gather once a month over Zoom for 
conversation, checking-in, and community. Once again, contact Pastor Laurie for information.   

No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey, 
you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation. 
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PARTICIPATING IN THIS EVENING'S SERVICE 
The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 

The Rev. Megan Smith, Associate Pastor 

The Rev. Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 

The Rev. Lisa LeSueur, Minister for Congregational and Staff Care 

Dr. Ronald Morgan, Director of Music Ministries 

Dr. Gregory Taylor, Parish Musician 

WORSHIP ONLINE WITH US TONIGHT AND EACH SUNDAY MORNING 
Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online at 11:00 a.m. each 
Sunday at https://gablesucc.org/live.  

SUNDAY WORSHIP AT GABLES UCC 

9:00 a.m. Worship in the Chapel 
*Please note there will be NO 9:00 a.m. service on December 26 and January 2

A more intimate and meditative worship experience in Moye Chapel. 
Holy Communion is celebrated weekly, and music is presented by one of our talented soloists. 

10:00 a.m. Spanish Language Worship in the Chapel 
A Spanish language service is offered in Moye Chapel each Sunday led by  

the Rev. Yosladis Izquierdo-Yglesias. If you are part of a Spanish-speaking family,  
come and join us for worship bridging the Latin experience with a progressive theology. 

11:00 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary and Online  
We gather in the beauty of our historic sanctuary to be engaged in meaningful worship 

which feeds our spiritual hunger. It is said that each week is a bit different;  
there is always something that challenges and calls us to our authentic selves. 

German Language Church 
Join us for worship, study, and fellowship in German. 

New Year’s Worship 
Sunday, January 2 at 3:00 p.m. in the Chapel and Online 

------------------------------------------------------------- 

THIS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26  
Join us for a spirit-filled, celebrative, joyful, family-friendly worship service, 

filled to the brim with Christmas carols, candy canes, and good news  
at 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary or online.  

We will sing, hear the Christmas story, and celebrate together that Christ has been born 
again! Be with us for this very special service. And what would a party be without treats? 
We will have those too!  

Reminder: There will be no 9:00 a.m. service on Sundays, January 26 and January 2.
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FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 
Open Sunday, December 26 from 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

Reopens Sunday, January 2 

Located outside the Fellowship Hall of the Coral Gables Congregational UCC, the Miami Fair 
Trade Global MarketPlace is an alternative in Miami to all the shops that use child labor, sweat 
shops, and generally inhumane practices. The gifts found at the marketplace come from over 35 
countries around the world, from Kenya to Mozambique, and include everything from Peruvian 
cotton shirts to Indian embroidered shawls and Egyptian trinket boxes, all made by artisans 
(mainly women) who are given living wages and safe working conditions. With friendly service, 
fair prices, and beautiful products, the Miami Fair Trade MarketPlace provides a wonderful 
alternative to the usual hustle and bustle of mall shopping.  

STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and friends, 
filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general church 
business. If you would like to be included, contact Drew at DrewS@gablesucc.org. 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 

GET OUR CHURCH APP 
For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store 
or Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 
church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena 
Korallis, our Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

mailto:DrewS@gablesucc.org
mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
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CALLED TO CARE 

The Called to Care Team is the lay caregiving ministry of our church. If you are energized by 
the opportunity to offer  support and encouragement to others and to strengthen the life of 
the church; if you are able to relate to people in many diverse circumstances of life; and if 
you are compassionate, have integrity, are able to maintain confidences, and are a good 
listener; won’t you please join our team? Contact CTC Coordinator Carol Fifield at 
miamifife@gmail.com or be in touch with Pastor Laurie.  

Weekly, the Called to Care Team receives prayer requests from  church family and friends. Each 
Wednesday at 12:30 p.m., they gather in prayer over Zoom to lift up these prayer requests, to pray 
for the church, and for the needs of the world. If you have a prayer concern to be prayed over 
by Called to Care, you may text it to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or Carol Fifield at 
miamifife@gmail.com.  

FOOD PANTRY 

Your donations of food go a long way in helping the hungry of our community. Please drop off 
your bags of groceries at the church on Sunday morning, Monday – Friday from 9:00 a.m. – 
4:00 p.m., or on Saturday, from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon. You may also donate at 
gablesucc.org/give. Under the fund column, select “Food Pantry.” We also LOVE getting boxes 
from Amazon or other places filled with canned goods.  

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION 
The Church and the Climate Crisis 

Sundays, January 9, 16, and 23 at 9:45 a.m. in Havighorst Lounge and Zoom 

Led by the Green Christians, this Adult Education series will explore the role of the Church in 
the ongoing climate crisis and how our faith can be a grounding for our environmental action. 
We will discuss the book Cathedral on Fire: A Church Handbook for the Climate Crisis by 
Rev. Brooks Berndt, the UCC's Minister for Environmental Justice. We will also discuss local 
opportunities for climate action and how our church can be more involved in environmental 
justice. Rev. Berndt will join us via Zoom for our class on January 16. You can purchase a copy 
of his book from Pastor Aaron for $5 by emailing him at AaronL@gablesucc.org. Of joining 
online, please contact Pastor Aaron for the link. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

All children in PreK-3 through 12th grade are invited to join us for Sunday School each week at 

11:00 am. For more information about our teachers, progressive curriculum and to register your 

child please contact Pastor Megan at MeganS@gablesucc.org. 

mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
https://gablesucc.org/give
mailto:AaronL@gablesucc.org
mailto:MeganS@gablesucc.org
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CARE AND SUPPORT AT GABLES UCC… 

A MORNING OF SUPPORT FOR THOSE LIVING WITH CANCER 

Quarterly meetings on Saturday morning at 10:00 a.m.  

Join us some caring, and the sharing of insights and support for those living with cancer or who 

have gone through the journey. This is for all, whether you are facing treatment now or have in 

the past. For more information, contact Dorothy Thorburn at sammy398@bellsouth.net. 

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 

The Third Saturday of Each Month at 2:00 p.m. in the Church Library 

Led by Pat Berman, M.S. Family Therapy 
Grief is a powerful emotion and can stop us in our tracks. It can also break our hearts enough 
to make us  feel that we will never again be whole. Whether you are newly bereaved or still 
struggling with painful feelings that occurred years ago, join us in a safe place, led by 
professional therapists to find mutual support and care. If you are interested, please be in 
touch with Pat at pberm@mindspring.com. 

UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI/GABLES UCC THERAPY SUPPORT GROUPS 

Through a partnership with the University of Miami Graduate Psychology Department, we 

are pleased to offer several f ree culturally-informed, religiously-based group therapy as part 

of a research study aimed at improving treatment for mental health challenges of all kinds. 

Pastor Laurie serves as a consultant along with Dr. Amy Weisman, Ph.D., Associate 
Professor/Fellow, Association for Behavioral and Cognitive Therapies,      Department of 
Psychology at the University of Miami. During the treatment, clinicians will provide 
education on mental health, as well as techniques to assist in coping with psychological 
stress, concerns, and challenges. All sessions are free and currently on Zoom. If you are 
interested, please call 305.284.5455 to set up your baseline interview for any of the groups. 

AA GROUPS 
Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m. and Saturdays at 6:30 p.m. in the Choir Room 

These are open meetings, and all are welcome.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

CALLING ALL FUN AND ADVENTUROUS PEOPLE 

Private Tour of the Wolfsonian Museum, Miami Beach 

Thursday, January 20 at 11:00 a.m.  

Join other fun and adventurous people on a private tour of Miami Beach’s unique Wolfsonian 
Museum.  Dedicated to Design, Propaganda, and Decorative Arts from the 1880s to the 1950s, 
the Wolfsonian is a treasure trove of delightful and thought-provoking ideas translated into the 
arts. The guided tour will showcase the current exhibitions, the wonderful historical building, and 
a special trip into the stacks of the museum’s library of over 100,000 books and papers.   

The museum has a coffee shop and design shop for pre-tour caffeine.  Nearby after-tour lunch 
venues abound, ranging from middle eastern to a 1930s diner, and so much more.  The cost for 
this event is $20 and must be paid at the time of registration. You can meet us there or ride the 
church shuttle. To register, contact Drew Sandbulte at 305.448.7421, ext. 114 
or DrewS@gablesucc.org.  

mailto:DrewS@gablesucc.org
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INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO KNOW 
How do I become a member of the church? 

If you don’t want to check your mind at the church door...  

If you know that God’s love embraces all people, no matter who they are… 

If you want religion with relevancy… 

If you’ve wished for an open and embracing community of faith to nurture your spirit, 
grow your faith, and raise your children… 

Then we warmly invite you to help us build the family of Gables UCC. 

If you are interested in “inquiring” about Gables UCC and what it means to be a member of our 
family of faith, we cordially invite you to attend our upcoming Inquirer’s Gathering to learn 
more about the church, what we value and believe, our history, and our denomination, the 
United Church of Christ.  

Join us on Sunday, January 16 at 12:00 noon in Havighorst Lounge 
or by Zoom on Thursday evening, January 13 at 7:00 p.m. 

Please register with Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org or call at 305.448.7421, ext. 116. 
She would love to speak with you! Who should attend an Inquirer’s Gathering? The short 
answer—you! If you love coming to the church and you are not a member, please join us!  

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
Monthly meetings at 7:00 p.m. at Pastor Laurie’s  

We gather to create beautiful prayer shawls to share with members of our church family who are 
ill or starting a new era in their lives. You do not have to know how to knit or crochet – someone 
will teach you. If you are looking for a ministry of prayer and care for others, this may be it. Come 
and help wrap someone in God’s love by creating a beautiful prayer shawl.  
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In some parts of the world, Epiphany (January 6, which brings the Christmas season to a close) 
is celebrated as Women’s Christmas. It is a good time to pause and take a break from whatever 
has kept you busy and hurried in the past weeks or months. As the Christmas season comes to 
a close, this is an occasion both to celebrate with friends and also to spend time in reflection 
before diving into the responsibilities of this New Year. 

Using the creative images and poetry of Jan Richardson, we will reflect on the past year, 
participate in a Native American bowl burning cleansing ritual, practice mindfulness, share 
stories, enjoy fellowship, celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion and simply begin this 
New Year together in the company of women.  

The fee for the day is a non-refundable $15.00 which will go to Jan Richardson as a donation 
for her wonderful lessons, poetry, and painting. To register and submit your payment click 
here: https://gablesucc.org/womenschristmas. Space is limited & masks required. 

SISTERS ON SOJOURN 
Join us monthly or in-person or by Zoom 

All women, regardless of age, are invited to join in this relaxed and easy-going group with no 
rules, no dues, no officers. We are just women coming together to hear each other’s stories, 
provide support and encouragement, and, occasionally, learn something. Enjoy lots of laughter, 
sharing, and fun! If you wish to be added to the SOS list for announcements about upcoming 
meetings, please let Pastor Laurie know at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.   

mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
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The Big Red OneBlood Truck will be at the church to receive your donation of blood which in 
turn will be received by local hospitals to provide life-giving blood to those in need. Register at: 

https://www.oneblood.org/donate-now/donation-centers-list-select-time.stml?driveID=1157948. 

Join us as author and activist Fred Guttenberg shares what he learned about recovery, purpose, and hope 

following the murder of his daughter during the Parkland High School shootings. To find the registration 

link for this free event, please go to gablesucc.org/mlk. 

https://www.oneblood.org/donate-now/donation-centers-list-select-time.stml?driveID=1157948
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