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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here 

 
 

 

 

 

WELCOME  
 

Know that in this space you are welcome as you are, for who you are. 

Together we celebrate all of God’s children – young, old and in-between;  

male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight and in-between;  

the assured, the doubting, and the in-between;  

the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between;  

the foolish, the wise, and the in-between. 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 

The novel coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World Health 

Organization.  As a result, federal, state, and local governments and agencies recommend social 

distancing and have, in many locations, prohibited the congregation of groups of people. We are 

doing everything we can to be compliant with all regulations and ensure your safety. We have put 

in place preventative measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19, but we cannot guarantee that 

you or family members will not become infected. By your presence in our church building, you 

agree to the following: On behalf of yourself and your children, you hereby release, covenant not 

to sue, discharge, and hold harmless the Coral Gables Congregational UCC, its employees, agents, 

and representatives, of and from all liabilities, claims, actions, damages, costs, or expenses of any 

kind arising out of or relating to your participation in our programs, services or activities. You 

understand and agree that this release includes any claims based on the actions, omissions, or 

negligence of this organization, its employees, agents, and representatives, whether a COVID-19 

infection occurs before, during, or after participation in any such program, service, or activity.  

 

The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 

    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 

 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 

3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 

CCLI License # 11282912 

 

 

 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

December 5, 2021                    Our faith is over 2000 years old                                     11:00 a.m.   

Our thinking is not. 

 
 

TWENT 

 

 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

The true meaning of life is to plant trees under whose shade you do not expect to sit.  

                                                                                  ~Nelson Henderson 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                              

Dr. Greg Taylor, piano 

 

WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS     
                      

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are  

joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 

 
 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 

each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 
 
 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter. 
 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 

walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434 or go to our church app.  
 
 

You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.  

For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are in the narthex.  

 

Thank you for your gifts and generosity. 
 

CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP   
                                                                People Look East                                             John Leavitt 

The Chancel Choir; Katie Martinez, flute 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                     
One: If life was a home, then we would pray: May love be the foundation,  

may God be the cornerstone.   

Many: May the Spirit be the windows—ushering light in. And may hope  

be the walls—holding us together.  
One: In this hour of worship, let us work toward building that home together.  

     Many: We may not know the path ahead, but God is here, even now.  

One: Let us give thanks for a foundation of love.   

Many: Let us worship Holy God. 

 

 

Please remain standing for the opening hymn. 

http://gablesucc.org/live
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*HYMN                                    Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 
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THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE OF PEACE 

Edwin Scharlau 

 

SUNG RESPONSE 

O come, Desire of Nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind; 

Make envy, strife, and quarrels cease; fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSON                          Luke 1:57-80 
 

Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. Her neighbors and relatives 

heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. On the eighth day 

they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him Zechariah after his father. But 

his mother said, “No; he is to be called John.” They said to her, “None of your relatives has this 

name.” Then they began motioning to his father to find out what name he wanted to give him. He 

asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And all of them were amazed. Immediately 

his mouth was opened and his tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising God. Fear came over 

all their neighbors, and all these things were talked about throughout the entire hill country of Judea. 

All who heard them pondered them and said, “What then will this child become?” For, indeed, the 

hand of the Lord was with him. 

Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this prophecy: 

“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 

    for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them. 

He has raised up a mighty savior for us in the house of his servant David, 
 as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
     that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. 

Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, 

    and has remembered his holy covenant, 

the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, 

    to grant us that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, 

might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 

And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 

    for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 

to give knowledge of salvation to his people 

    by the forgiveness of their sins. 

By the tender mercy of our God, 

    the dawn from on high will break upon us, 

to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 

    to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 

The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day he 

appeared publicly to Israel. 

Friends, listen! God is still speaking! 

Thanks be to God! 
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THE MORNING MESSAGE           Laying the Foundation                         

The Rev. Aaron Lauer 

 
CHORAL RESPONSE           E’en So Lord Jesus, Quickly Come                                 Paul Manz 

The Chancel Choir 
 

At this time, you may text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 

or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com to be included in this morning’s prayers and during 

the Called to Care prayer time on Wednesday. 
 

THE MORNING PRAYERS AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (spoken) 

You are welcome to use the language or words of your tradition or choice. 
 

Our Creator who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

SUNG RESPONSE                       

In the Lord I'll be ever thankful. In the Lord I will rejoice.  

Look to God, do not be afraid, lift up your voices, the Lord is near; 

 Lift up your voices, the Lord is near. 

 

INVITATION TO GIVE, SERVE, AND BELONG 

 

*CLOSING HYMN                      Now Bless the God of Israel 
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*THE SENDING FORTH 

One: As you leave this service, your service begins:   

Comfort the homesick.  

Open your doors to others.  

Seek sanctuary.  

Be brave enough to go home by another way.  

And remember that here in God’s house, all are welcomed—so come back 

soon. In the name of our Foundation—God, Spirit, and Son— go in peace.  

    Many: Amen. 

Please be seated for the postlude. 

 

POSTLUDE                

Following our service this morning, you will be excused pew by pew by the ushers. We hope to 

keep folks physically distanced while inside but invite you to enjoy the German Christmas Market 

outside. There is food, entertainment, booths with gifts of all kinds, and so much more. All 

proceeds go to the mission work of our German language congregation.  
 

Those worshipping with us online, please be sure to stay in touch. If you need anything or would 

like to check in with one of the pastors, please just give us a call. We miss you!  
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A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 
If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we have 

found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a 

place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite you 

into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please contact Pastor 

Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  
 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to places 

around the country and around the world. Folks are actively involved in our church who have never 

set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and beliefs as a progressive, open-

minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation.  
 

No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey, 

you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation. 

 

 

 

THIS MORNING’S BULLETIN COVER 

Berakah 

From the Artist: Hannah Garrity 

Inspired by Luke 1:57-80  |  Paper lace with graphite and watercolor. In this image, Zechariah holds 

his baby boy. He speaks a blessing, a berakah. For his neighbors, he answers the question, “What 

then will this child become?” (v. 66). The intimate love of a father with his newborn son is captured 

in this pose. Patterns of water pour over John’s little shirt. Zechariah sees what his son will become 

and begins to speak his future into being from the start. As dawn breaks over Zechariah’s shoulder, 

his prophecy foretells God coming into the world—of light dawning in weary spaces.  

Zechariah relents. God has made Her statement. He could not speak until he de-centered himself 

from the story. He gives the name that Elizabeth has been called to give. Zechariah’s willingness 

to hear the call is the action in this moment. Traditionally, he would give his first-born son his own 

name. His neighbors are shocked by the name he chooses to give, by the prophecy, by his being 

able to speak again. By removing his own personal and family legacy from the picture, he is truly 

able to give way to the greater narrative that God is calling him to participate in. This is an 

incredible moment of humility. As I created this image, I asked God’s help in identifying where I 

can step out of the way to forward Her vision for this weary world. She knows. Her work is greater 

than my legacy.  

 

 

EXPATS AND VURCHERS 

Whether you are living across the Pond, on the Gulf of Mexico, in the Carolinas,  

or the hinterlands of the East or West Coast, please join our special fellowship group. 
 

Please Note: Our gathering has been changed to Sunday, December 12 at 12:30 p.m. We gather 

from around the world to check in with our Gables UCC members and friends living outside of 

South Florida. Whether you have been a former member or friend of the church and have moved 

away, or have found a home with us virtually, we invite you to be connected through this special 

group just for you. To receive notices, be in touch with Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  
 

No matter who you are or where you live, you are an important part of our church family. 
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IN OUR PRAYERS  
We remember all those places of war, violence, and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace for all 

people around the world. A lighted candle on the altar symbolizes our prayers for peace, healing, 

compassion, and unity. 

 

GET OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store or 

Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 

church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena 

Korallis, our Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

The Called to Care Team prays together each Wednesday. They use a list compiled from your 

prayer requests texted to Pastor Laurie on Sunday and throughout the week. To share your prayers, 

text Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or e-mail her at 3059686482@vtext.com.  

 

FOOD PANTRY  
 

Your donations of food go a long way in helping the hungry of our community. Please drop off 

your bags of groceries at the church on Sunday morning, Monday – Friday from 9:00 a.m. – 

4:00 p.m., or on Saturday, from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon. You may also donate at 

gablesucc.org/give. Under the fund column, select “Food Pantry.” We also LOVE getting boxes 

from Amazon or other places filled with canned goods.  

 

TODAY: GERMAN MARKET FOLLOWING WORSHIP  

mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
https://gablesucc.org/give
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ADVENT 2021 

Theme: Close to Home  

When something hits close to home, it affects us deeply. We know it to be true—so true that it 

might unsettle us a bit. This Advent season, we're meditating on the ways the stories of Advent 

and Christmas feel very close to home. We celebrate that God draws close to us, making a 

home with us wherever we are. But we also carry the tension that the world is not as it should 

be. We are called to build a home for all—saturated with peace, justice, and joy. Are we there 

yet? No. But in Advent, we get a glimpse of what could be so we can draw closer and closer 

to that vision each day. 

Sunday, November 28 - Homesick 

Sunday, December 5 - Laying the Foundation 

Sunday, December 12 -A Home for All 

Sunday, December 19 - Seeking Sanctuary  

Friday, December 24 (Christmas Eve) – Invited Home 

Join us each Sunday in Advent for meaningful and inspiring worship and a time of  

fellowship and refreshments following the service. 
 

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT EDUCATION 

The Infancy Stories of Jesus Not Found in the Bible 

Sundays, November 28 – December 19 

9:45 a.m. in Havighorst Lounge and on Zoom 
 

The Gospels of the New Testament say very little about Jesus' life as an infant and young boy. This 

"lost period" is the subject of several early Gospels, however, including the Proto-Gospel of James, 

and the Infancy Gospel of Thomas. Join Pastor Megan as we discover these birth narratives and 

childhood stories of Jesus that are not in our biblical canon.  

 

ADVENT VESPERS 

Wednesdays, December 8, 15, 22 

6:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary and Online 

Vespers or “sunset prayers” will be held through the season of Advent. These services, made up of 

candlelight, music, and prayers, offer the perfect quiet break we need from the stress and noise of 

the season. A light soup supper will be served from 5:30 p.m. - 6:15 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. 

 

MIDDAY ADVENT DEVOTIONS 

Delighting in the Poetry of Mary Oliver 

Tuesdays, through December 21 at Noon on Zoom  

In this Advent-centered time of devotion, we will share scripture and simple spiritual practices 

interwoven with Mary Oliver’s stirring vision of faith, nature, and inner-reflection. Enjoy a midday 

pause during this holy season to re-center and re-connect, as we prepare to receive the Word made 

flesh. 

Register in advance for this gathering: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYkdu2qrDIvG9F2zcDectrHDO8-iPuN5LcL 

or by going to the church website or app. 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the 

meeting that you may save into your calendar. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYkdu2qrDIvG9F2zcDectrHDO8-iPuN5LcL
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Please join us as we support the families of Lotus House in Overtown this Christmas season by 

bringing in your NEW, UNWRAPPED gift to put under our Angel Tree.  

Gifts may include gift cards, non-violent toys, battery-free products or games, and just about 

anything you would like to receive for Christmas! Order your gifts online and have them delivered 

to the church or stop by church and drop your gift off. Being an angel has never been easier! 

Sign up and find gift recommendations from Lotus House Shelter by visiting gablesucc.org/angel-

tree. All gifts are due by December 19. 

_________________________________________ 

https://gablesucc.org/angel-tree
https://gablesucc.org/angel-tree
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CANCER SUPPORT GROUP  

Saturday, December 11 at 10:00 a.m. on Zoom  

Join us for a morning of caring and the sharing of insights and support for those living with cancer 

or who have gone through the journey. Whether you are facing treatment now or have in the past, 

you are welcome. For the link, please contact Pastor Laurie. 

 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY 

Monday, December 13 at 7:00 p.m. 

Pastor Laurie’s Home 

We gather to create beautiful prayer shawls to share with members and friends of our church family 

who are ill, grieving, or moving away. If you are looking for a ministry of prayer and care for 

others, this may be it. Come and help wrap someone in loving care by knitting or crocheting a 

shawl. Supplies are provided. Join us virtually as well. Contact Pastor Laurie for the link. 

 
SISTERS ON SOJOURN ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY  

Saturday, December 18 from 9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. at Pastor Laurie’s 

All women, regardless of age, are invited to join in this relaxed and easy-going group. On 

Saturday, December 18, we will gather at the home of Pastor Laurie for our annual holiday 

celebration. Come and enjoy a warm breakfast with lots of laughter, sharing, and fun!  

 

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 

Saturday, December 18 at 2:00 p.m. in the Church Library  

Led by Pat Berman, M.S. Family Therapy 

Grief is a powerful emotion and can stop us in our tracks, especially in the holiday season. It can 
also break our hearts enough to make us feel that we will never again be whole. Whether you 
are newly bereaved or still struggling with painful feelings that occurred years ago, join us in a 
safe place, led by professional therapists to find mutual support and care. 

 
CHRISTMAS CAROLING 

Sunday, December 19 

Shuttle leaves church at 2:30 p.m. 
Join us as we bring carols and good cheer to our homebound members and friends. We will 
meet at the church at 2:00 p.m. and travel by the church shuttle bus. All ages are welcome!  

 

 

 

THE LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE  

Tuesday, December 21 at 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel 
 

‘Tis the season to be jolly, but not for some. The holidays can be hard for those whose hearts 

are hurting. We invite you to this service to find comfort and strength from each other and from 

God. It’s called the Longest Night Service as it takes place on the Winter Solstice, the longest 

night of the calendar year. This  means that, on that day, there is less sunlight and more darkness 

than any other day of the year. Each day  that will flow from it, though, will have more light. 

And so it is with hope. Please join us for this gentle service which makes time for remembering 

and for sharing our hurting places with God, while opening our hearts to the hope of this holy 

season. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS: JANUARY 15-17 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Commemoration 

Once again, Pastor Laurie will head up to the church tower to be locked in until we raise five tons 

of food for the hungry of our community. Drop off your food/checks/money donations anytime 

during the day. As part of our Hunger Vigil Day, we are celebrating the Festival of the Flea. It’s a 

flea market with a twist. For $25 (which goes to our food pantry), you can have a provided table on 

the Church Green to sell any items you wish. More details coming.  
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CAP teaching artists, students, and special guests bring jazz, contemporary, and holiday favorites! 

Tracy Fields, NPR’s voice of Evenin’ Jazz, is the mistress of ceremonies for a festive hour to share 

with family and friends! No tickets or reservations needed! Mask and proof of vaccination (or 

a negative COVID-19 diagnostic test result within 72-hours) are required at the door for everyone. 

More information at CommunityArtsProgram.org and 305.448.7421, ext. 120. 

https://communityartsprogram.org/
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WE ARE OUT OF THE BOX PEOPLE 

 

CORAL GABLES CONGREGATIONAL UCC STAFF DIRECTORY 

305.448.7421 (Extensions listed below)  

 

Ministers 

All Members of the Church 

 

Pastoral Staff 

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor                      LaurieH@gablesucc.org  ext. 116 

The Rev. Megan Smith, Associate Pastor                             MeganS@gablesucc.org ext. 119 

The Rev. Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor                               AaronL@gablesucc.org ext. 117 

 

Program Staff 

German Worship Information                                                GermanMinistry@gablesucc.org 

Mark Hart, Exec. Dir. of the Community Arts Program        MarkH@gablesucc.org  ext. 120 

The Rev. Yoli Izquierdo-Yglesias, Spanish Worship     Valeyosly@gmail.com/786.506.9890                               

The Rev. Lisa LeSueur, Assistant Pastor for Congregational and Staff Care       

                                                                                                   LisaL@gablesucc.org  ext. 150 

Dr. Ronald Morgan, Director of Music Ministries                    RonM@gablesucc.org  ext.121 

Brooke Bagnall-Koger, Director of Early Childhood Center              

                                                                                             BrookeB@gablesucc.  org ext. 315                  

    To contact Early Childhood Center, please call:                                              305.444.9792 

 

Support Staff 
Anthony Cabrera, Minister of Liturgical Arts                                            Cabreraa25@att.net 

Kris Coney, Sound Technician                                                                  info@gablesucc.org 

Allen Feldman, Pew Organizer                                           

Elena Korallis, Communications Director                                ElenaK@gablesucc.org ext.113 

Seth Patterson, Youth Bell Choir Director                                             smpatter@samford.edu  

Tony Prinzi, Print, Rentals & Reception Coordinator              TonyP@gablesucc.org  ext. 100 

Dennis Rodrigues CPA, Business Manager                DennisR@gablesucc.org ext.130 

Drew Sandbulte, Events Coordinator                                         DrewS@gablesucc.org ext.114 

Dr. Gregory Taylor, Parish Musician                                                        Gregpiano1@aol.com 

Alexandra Woods, Children‘s Choir Director                              Awoods@cushmanschool.org 

 

Maintenance and Custodial Team 
Rene Dominguez (Lead Custodian) 

Carlos Barrios, Rosario Noriega 

 

               

 

 

 
 

 

 

mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
mailto:MeganS@gablesucc.org
mailto:AaronL@gablesucc.org
mailto:GermanMinistry@gablesucc.org
mailto:MarkH@gablesucc.org
mailto:LisaL@gablesucc.org
mailto:RonM@gablesucc.org
mailto:BrookeB@gablesucc.org
mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
mailto:smpatter@samford.edu
mailto:TonyP@gablesucc.org
mailto:DennisR@gablesucc.org
mailto:DrewS@gablesucc.org
mailto:Gregpiano1@aol.com
mailto:Awoods@cushmanschool.org
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