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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here 
 

 
 
 

 
WELCOME  

 

Know that in this space you are welcome as you are, for who you are. 
Together we celebrate all of God’s children – young, old and in-between;  

male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight and in-between;  
the assured, the doubting, and the in-between;  
the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between;  

the foolish, the wise, and the in-between. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
The novel coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World Health 
Organization.  As a result, federal, state, and local governments and agencies recommend social 
distancing and have, in many locations, prohibited the congregation of groups of people. We are 
doing everything we can to be compliant with all regulations and ensure your safety. We have put 
in place preventative measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19, but we cannot guarantee that 
you or family members will not become infected. By your presence in our church building, you 
agree to the following: On behalf of yourself and your children, you hereby release, covenant not 
to sue, discharge, and hold harmless the Coral Gables Congregational UCC, its employees, agents, 
and representatives, of and from all liabilities, claims, actions, damages, costs, or expenses of any 
kind arising out of or relating to your participation in our programs, services or activities. You 
understand and agree that this release includes any claims based on the actions, omissions, or 
negligence of this organization, its employees, agents, and representatives, whether a COVID-19 
infection occurs before, during, or after participation in any such program, service, or activity.  

 
The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 
    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 
 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 
3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 
CCLI License # 11282912 

 
 
 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
December 19, 2021                  Our faith is over 2000 years old                                     11:00 a.m.   

Our thinking is not. 
 
 

                                               FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
Offering sanctuary is a revolutionary act; it expresses love, when others offer scorn or hate. 

It recognizes humanity when others deny and seek to debase it. Sanctuary says 'we' rather than 'I'.  
It is belonging—the building block of community.  

                                                                                                        ~ Diane Kalen-Sukra 
GATHERING MUSIC 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                           

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are  
joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 

 
 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 
each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 

 
 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter. 
 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 
walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434 or go to our church app.  
 
 

You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.  
For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are in the narthex. 

 

Thank you for your gifts and generosity. 
 

INSTRUMENTAL CALL TO WORSHIP   
                                                                       Gesu Bambino                                             Pietro Yon 

James Drayton, oboe, Ariele Macadangdang, violin 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                     
One: We are seeking— 
Many: deeper faith, a place to belong, the 

feeling that God is here in this room.  
One: We are seeking—  
Many: joy that overflows, the movement of 

the Spirit, a hand to hold, when alone 
in the dark.   

One: We are seeking—   
Many: the freedom to be, the courage to love, the 

conviction to act in the face of injustice.  
One: We are seeking, but here in this space,  
Many: We are found.  
One: Take a deep breath. This is your sanctuary. 
Many: God is here. We are found.  

Please remain standing for the opening hymn. 

http://gablesucc.org/live
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*OPENING HYMN                  Angels from the Realms of Glory                 

 THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE OF LOVE 
The Lazar/Ortiz and McDaniel Families 

 
HANDBELL ANTHEM                  Carols of Christmas                                            Linda Schole 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON                          Luke 3:1-18 
And Mary said, 
“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
     and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
    Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his name. 
 His mercy is for those who fear him 
    from generation to generation. 
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 He has shown strength with his arm; 
    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
    and lifted up the lowly; 
 he has filled the hungry with good things, 
    and sent the rich away empty. 
 He has helped his servant Israel, 
    in remembrance of his mercy, 
 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
    to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

Friends, listen! God is still speaking! 
Thanks be to God! 
 
SUNG RESPONSE  

Canticle of the Turning (My Soul Cries out with a Joyful Shout!)  arr. Anne Krentz Organ 
Chancel Choir with James Drayton, oboe; Ariele Macadangdang, violin 

Choir will sing the verses; congregation will join in the refrain. 

 
THE MORNING MESSAGE               Seeking Sanctuary        

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner  
 
CHORAL RESPONSE                          Mary Did You Know?                             arr. Bruce Greer 
 

At this time, you may text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 
or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com to be included in this morning’s prayers and during 

the Called to Care prayer time on Wednesday. 
 

Mary, did you know that your ancient words would still leap off our pages? 
Mary, did you know that your spirit song would echo through the ages? 

Did you know that your holy cry would be subversive word; 
that the tyrants would be trembling when they know your truth is heard? 

 

Mary, did you know that your lullaby would stir your own child's passion? 
Mary, did you know that your song inspires the work of liberation? 

Did you know that your Jubilee is hope within the heart 
of all who dream of justice, who yearn for it to start? 

 

Continued… 
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Mary, did you know? The truth will teach, the drum will sound healing for the pain; 
the poor will rise, the rich will fall, hope will live again! 

 

Mary, did you know that we hear your voice for healing of the nations? 
Mary, did you know your unsettling cry can help renew creation? 

Do you know that we need your faith, the confidence of you, 
May the God that you believe in, be so true. 

 

Mary, did you know? 
 
THE MORNING PRAYERS AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (spoken) 

You are welcome to use the language or words of your tradition or choice. 
 

Our Creator who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

SUNG RESPONSE                       
O come, Desire of Nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind. 

Make envy, strife and quarrels cease; fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

 
INVITATION TO GIVE, SERVE, AND BELONG 
 
*CLOSING HYMN                 

The First Nowell 
The first Noel the angel did say was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;  

in fields where they lay keeping their sheep, on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
Refrain: Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, born is the King of Israel. 
They looked up and saw a star shining in the east, beyond them far;  

and to the earth it gave great light, and so it continued both day and night. [Refrain] 
This star drew nigh to the northwest, o'er Bethlehem it took its rest;  

and there it did both stop and stay, right over the place where Jesus lay. [Refrain] 

 
*THE SENDING FORTH 

One: As you leave this service, your service begins:   
Comfort the homesick.  
Open your doors to others.  
Seek sanctuary.  
Be brave enough to go home by another way.  
And remember that here in God’s house, all are welcomed—so come back 
soon. In the name of our Foundation—God, Spirit, and Son— go in peace.  

    Many: Amen. 
Please be seated for the postlude. 
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POSTLUDE                                   Gentle Mary Laid Her Child                                     Lani Smith   
Dr. Ron Morgan, organ; Dr. Greg Taylor, piano 

 

Following our service this morning, you will be excused pew by pew by the ushers. We hope to 
keep folks physically distanced while inside but invite you to enjoy some Eggnog on the Green 
outside with the pastors, church members, and friends.  
 

Those worshipping with us online, please be sure to stay in touch. If you need anything or would 
like to check in with one of the pastors, please just give us a call. We miss you!  

 
 
 

 

A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 
If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we have 
found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a 
place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite you 
into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please contact Pastor 
Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to places 
around the country and around the world. Folks are actively involved in our church who have never 
set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and beliefs as a progressive, open-
minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation.  
 

No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey, 
you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation. 

 
 
 

THIS MORNING’S BULLETIN COVER 
Redemption Song by Rev. T. Denise Anderson 

Inspired by Luke 1:46b-55 (Mary’s Song)  |  Oil on canvas 
I’ve read the Magnificat many times, but only recently have I started reading it for what it is: a 
protest song. Listen to the tone: “[God] has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and 
lifted up the lowly.” It’s a song of vindication against oppressive powers.  

The inspiration for this portrait is Ahed Tamimi. An activist from childhood, Tamimi became a 
symbol of Palestinian resistance. Because of her recognizability, her family sent her to live with 
relatives in Ramallah, where she’d not have to face the threat of checkpoints. At the age of sixteen, 
she was arrested for slapping a police officer to protect her disabled cousin. The reference for this 
painting⁵ was a photo taken of her as she was being detained by Israeli forces for trying to intervene 
in her mother’s arrest.  
 
This visual expresses the mood of the Magnificat in a new way for me: a young girl under 
occupation, sent away for her own safety, responding to not only her own oppression, but to that 
of her community. She believes that righteousness is on her side, but she’s still in anguish. The 
Gaudete (joy) colors of Advent surround her, but with that joy is remarkable pain. As for the key, 
it’s there, but very tenuous. Can you even see it? Freedom is both here and not yet. 
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A SERVICE OF GRATITUDE, MEMORY, AND HOPE: 
FOR SUE BURDICK 

TODAY, December 19 at 1:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary and Online 
Memorial music with organ, piano, brass, and violin begins at 12:45 p.m. 

Luncheon in the Fellowship Hall and Courtyard from 12:00 noon – 12:45 p.m. 
 

This past August we lost a beautiful soul and a very active member, Sue Burdick. Today, Sue’s 
family and church family will gather to celebrate her life through words of faith, beautiful and 
meaningful music, and the victorious promises of God in scripture. All are invited for a luncheon 
in the courtyard between services and then to celebrate Sue’s life in the Sanctuary. You may also 
attend the service online at https://gablesucc.org/live.  
 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
TODAY, December 19 

Shuttle leaves church at 2:30 p.m. 
Join us as we bring carols and good cheer to our homebound members and friends. We will 
meet at the church at 2:00 p.m. and travel by the church shuttle bus. All ages are welcome!  

 
IN OUR PRAYERS 

We remember all those places of war, violence, and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace for all 
people around the world. A lighted candle on the altar symbolizes our prayers for peace, healing, 
compassion, and unity. 

 
GET OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store or 
Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 
church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena 
Korallis, our Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 
PRAYER REQUESTS 

The Called to Care Team prays together each Wednesday. They use a list compiled from your 
prayer requests texted to Pastor Laurie on Sunday and throughout the week. To share your prayers, 
text Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or e-mail her at 3059686482@vtext.com.  

 
FOOD PANTRY  

 

Your donations of food go a long way in helping the hungry of our community. Please drop off 
your bags of groceries at the church on Sunday morning, Monday – Friday from 9:00 a.m. – 
4:00 p.m., or on Saturday, from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon. You may also donate at 
gablesucc.org/give. Under the fund column, select “Food Pantry.” We also LOVE getting boxes 
from Amazon or other places filled with canned goods.  

 
MIDDAY ADVENT DEVOTIONS 

Delighting in the Poetry of Mary Oliver 
Tuesdays, through December 21 at Noon on Zoom  

Register in advance for this gathering: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYkdu2qrDIvG9F2zcDectrHDO8-iPuN5LcL 

or by going to the church website or app. 

https://gablesucc.org/live
mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
https://gablesucc.org/give
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYkdu2qrDIvG9F2zcDectrHDO8-iPuN5LcL


9 
 
 

THE LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE  
Tuesday, December 21 at 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel 

 

‘Tis the season to be jolly, but not for some. The holidays can be hard for those whose hearts 
are hurting. We invite you to this service to find comfort and strength from each other and from 
God. It’s called the Longest Night Service as it takes place on the Winter Solstice, the longest 
night of the calendar year. This means that, on that day, there is less sunlight and more darkness 
than any other day of the year. Each day that will flow from it, though, will have more light. 
And so it is with hope. Please join us for this gentle service which makes time for remembering 
and for sharing our hurting places with God, while opening our hearts to the hope found in this 
holy season. 

 
ADVENT VESPERS 

Wednesday, December 22 
6:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary and Online 

Vespers or “sunset prayers” will be held through the season of Advent. These services, made up of 
candlelight, music, and prayers, offer the perfect quiet break we need from the stress and noise of 
the season. A light soup supper will be served from 5:30 p.m. - 6:15 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. 

 
 

NEXT SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26  
Join us for a spirit-filled, celebrative, joyful, family-friendly,  

filled to the brim with Christmas carols, candy canes, and good news service  
at 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary or online.  

 

We will sing, hear the Christmas story, and celebrate together that Christ has been born 
again! Be with us for this very special service. And what would a party be without treats? We 
will have those too!  

  

Reminder: There will be no 9:00 a.m. service on Sundays, January 26 and January 2. 
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