Thanks-Living
Sunday
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here
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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here

WELCOME
Know that in this space you are welcome as you are, for who you are.
Together we celebrate all of God’s children – young, old and in-between;
male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight and in-between;
the assured, the doubting, and the in-between;
the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between;
the foolish, the wise, and the in-between.
PLEASE NOTE:
The novel coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World Health
Organization. As a result, federal, state, and local governments and agencies recommend social
distancing and have, in many locations, prohibited the congregation of groups of people. We are
doing everything we can to be compliant with all regulations and ensure your safety. We have put
in place preventative measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19, but we cannot guarantee that
you or family members will not become infected. By your presence in our church building, you
agree to the following: On behalf of yourself and your children, you hereby release, covenant not
to sue, discharge, and hold harmless the Coral Gables Congregational UCC, its employees, agents,
and representatives, of and from all liabilities, claims, actions, damages, costs, or expenses of any
kind arising out of or relating to your participation in our programs, services or activities. You
understand and agree that this release includes any claims based on the actions, omissions, or
negligence of this organization, its employees, agents, and representatives, whether a COVID-19
infection occurs before, during, or after participation in any such program, service, or activity.
The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor
The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor
The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations
Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ
3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317
Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org
CCLI License # 11282912
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November 21, 2021

ORDER OF WORSHIP
Our faith is over 2000 years old
Our thinking is not.

11:00 a.m.

TWENT

THANKS-LIVING SUNDAY
Feeling gratitude and not expressing it is like wrapping a present and not giving it.
~William Arthur Ward

GATHERING MUSIC

Rigaudon
Campra
Let All Things Now Living
arr. Burkhart
Jim Hacker and Adam Bookspan, trumpets; Dr. Greg Taylor, organ

WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are
joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC.
Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online
each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live.
Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter.
Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these
walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text
“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434 or go to our church app.
You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.
For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are in the narthex.
Thank you for your gifts and generosity.
INSTRUMENTAL CALL TO WORSHIP
Nun Danket Alle Gott (Cantata 79)
CALL TO WORSHIP
One:
The world is filled with the glory of God, and we say,
Many:
Thank you!
One:
The skies and oceans are filled with beauty, and we say,
Many:
Thank you!
One:
The vines and trees are filled with fruit, and we say,
Many:
Thank you!
One:
Because we have food to put on the table, we say,
Many:
Thank you!
One:
Because we have this community that loves and accepts us as we are,
we say,
Many:
Thank you!
One:
We fill this house of God with our voices, saying,
Many:
Thank you!
One:
Let us enter into this service with thanksgiving and praise.
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J. S. Bach

*HYMN FOR CHOIR AND CONGREGATION

We Praise You, O God

arr. Anna Laura Page

Choir:
We praise you, O Redeemer, and bless Your holy name!
Alleluia, alleluia, we praise Your holy name!
Choir and Congregation:
Congregation is invited to stand as we sing together.
We praise You, O God, our Redeemer, Creator,
in grateful devotion and tribute we bring:
We lay it before You; we kneel and adore You;
we bless Your holy name: glad praises we bring.
Choir:
We worship You, God of the ages, we bless You;
Through trial and tempest our guide You have been.
When perils o’ertake us, You never forsake us,
And with Your help, life’s battles we win.
Choir and Congregation:
With voice united our praises we offer,
and glad our songs of thanksgiving we raise:
Your strong arm will guide us, our God is beside us.
To you, our great Redeemer, forever be praise.
Choir:
We praise You, O Redeemer, and bless Your holy name!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, amen!
*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE
One:
Friends, let us give thanks for one another and for all the gifts and blessings
represented in each person gathered here. May we acknowledge and honor
each one as we offer one another words of welcome and peace by saying,
“Peace be with you.”
Many:
And also with you.
If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, bow, hand over the heart, smile, or nod to others.
If you are gathered with others at home, share the peace of Christ with one another.
If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.
Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace of Christ with them.
MUSICAL INTERLUDE (Sung)

from Taizé

Bless the Lord, my soul and bless God’s holy name;
Bless the Lord, my soul who leads me into life.
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COMMISSIONING AND BLESSING OF THE CALLED TO CARE TEAM
INTRODUCTION
COVENANT OF THE CALLED TO CARE TEAM AND CONGREGATION
WORDS OF COMMITMENT AND PROMISE
CTC Team:
We thank you for your faith in us and promise to do our best to live up to our
responsibilities. We promise, also, to remember that the ultimate responsibility
for our church lies with all of us, for this is our home, our community. May we
all do what we can to make this a place where we are gathered in the spirit and
love of Christ, and where we endeavor to create heaven here on earth.
BLESSING
PIANO INTERLUDE
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON

Psalm 126

When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion,
we were like those who dream.
Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
and our tongue with shouts of joy;
then it was said among the nations,
“The LORD has done great things for them.”
The LORD has done great things for us, and we rejoiced.
Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
like the watercourses in the Negeb.
May those who sow in tears
reap with shouts of joy.
Those who go out weeping,
bearing the seed for sowing,
shall come home with shouts of joy,
carrying their sheaves.
THE MORNING MESSAGE

Rabbi Howard Berman

CHORAL RESPONSE

Great Is Your Faithfulness
Dan Forrest
The Chancel Choir
At this time, you may text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482
or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com to be included in this morning’s prayers and during
the Called to Care prayer time on Wednesday.

THE MORNING PRAYERS AND SUNG PRAYER RESPONSE
In the Lord I'll be ever thankful, In the Lord I will rejoice. Look to God,
do not be afraid, lift up your voices, the Lord is near; Lift up your voices, the Lord is near.
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TESTIMONY
Precious Kufarimai, Homeless Ministry Coordinator at First UMC Miami
Laurie Kahn, Program Director at Branches South Miami
We invite individuals, families, or groups to witness to a transformative or meaningful time in
their life because of this church or to one they have experienced through a program or
organization that is supported by Gables UCC. Please know that your financial support of the
church does great things not only within these walls but far beyond. If you wish to give online this
morning, please go to gablesucc.org/give or text GABLESUCC to 833.245.6434, or offering
plates are available by the front doors for your gifts of checks or cash. Thank you!
INVITATION TO GIVE, SERVE, AND BELONG
*CLOSING HYMN
Now Thank We All Our God
(We will sing verse 1 in German; then verses 2 and 3 in English)
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*THE BENEDICTION
One:
May we go forth in gratitude and thanksgiving to the God of Seed and Harvest, that
the beauty of this world and the love that created it might be expressed through our
lives and be a blessing to others.
Many:
Amen.
Please be seated for the postlude.
POSTLUDE
March Triomphale (Now Thank We All Our God)
Sigfrid Karg-Elert
Following our service this morning, you will be excused pew by pew by the ushers. We hope to
keep folks physically distanced while inside but invite you to enjoy fellowship outside with the
pastors, church members, and friends. Today is Pie Sunday, so be sure to grab a piece (or two!)
of pie and enjoy the company of your church family and friends.
Those worshipping with us online, please be sure to stay in touch. If you need anything or would
like to check in with one of the pastors, please just give us a call. We miss you!

A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS
If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we have
found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a
place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite you
into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please contact Pastor
Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.
We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to places
around the country and around the world. Folks are actively involved in our church who have never
set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and beliefs as a progressive, openminded, and open-hearted Christian congregation.
No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey,
you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation.
IN OUR PRAYERS
We remember all those places of war, violence, and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace for all
people around the world. A lighted candle on the altar symbolizes our prayers for peace, healing,
compassion, and unity.
GET OUR CHURCH APP
For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store or
Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with
church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena
Korallis, our Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org.
PRAYER REQUESTS
The Called to Care Team prays together each Wednesday. They use a list compiled from your
prayer requests texted to Pastor Laurie on Sunday and throughout the week. To share your prayers,
text Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or e-mail her at 3059686482@vtext.com.
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STAY IN TOUCH
Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and friends,
filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general church
business. If you would like to be included, contact Drew at DrewS@gablesucc.org.

FOOD PANTRY
In October, we gave out 42 bags of food! Your donations of food go a long way in helping the
hungry of our community. Please drop off your bags of groceries at the church on Sunday
morning, Monday – Friday from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., or on Saturday, from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00
noon. You may also donate at gablesucc.org/give. Under the fund column, select “Food Pantry.”
We also LOVE getting boxes from Amazon or other places filled with canned goods.
SUNDAY SCHOOL OUTREACH PROJECT
Our children and youth are supporting Lotus House Homeless Shelter. Every month we will be
collecting a different item that the women, children, or LGBT youth need. In November, we are
collecting Full-Size Toothpaste and Toothbrushes. Please drop them off in the Education Wing.
FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE
Come and safely shop (masks required) in support of our justice ministry.
Each of your purchases helps artisans in developing countries build strong, local economies. These
skilled workers are paid fair-living wages while crafting sustainable products that do not harm the
environment. No child labor is used. Women’s lives are changed as they support their families with
the dignity and pride of their work. Located at the Columbus Blvd. entrance.
Hours: Tuesday – Saturday: 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Sunday: 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.

-------------------------------------

GABLES UCC WALKING GROUP
Wednesdays, through November 24 from 6:00 p.m. – 7:15 p.m.
Meet Outside the Fair Trade Shop
Join Pastor Megan, church members, and friends for a weekly walk around the Granada Golf
Course and back, approximately 4 miles. We will meet outside our church’s Fair Trade shop and
leave the church together as we begin our walk. Friends always welcome! Bring a flashlight.
ADVENT WREATHS

Our German Language Church is once again
selling beautiful Christmas Advent wreaths.
To order your own wreath, please go to:
https://gablesucc.org/wreath-order
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If interested in being a team leader, contact Pastor Aaron at AaronL@gablesucc.org.
Register or donate at https://gablesucc.org/thanksgiving.
----------------------------------------------------------------INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO KNOW
How do I become a member of the church?
If you don’t want to check your mind at the church door...
If you know that God’s love embraces all people, no matter who they are…
If you want religion with relevancy…
If you’ve wished for an open and embracing community of faith to nurture your spirit,
grow your faith, and raise your children…
Then we warmly invite you to help us build the family of Gables UCC.
If you are interested in “inquiring” about Gables UCC and what it means to be a member of our
family of faith, we cordially invite you to attend our upcoming Inquirer’s Gathering, to learn
more about the church, what we value and believe, our history, and our denomination, the United
Church of Christ.
Join us on Saturday, December 4 at 10:00 a.m. via Zoom.
Register in advance for this meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMlfuurrzgoGtxrSJsdGKIGoJcDsaAh0XGT
or with Pastor Laurie.
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the
meeting. If you have any questions, please be in touch with Pastor Laurie at
LaurieH@gablesucc.org or call at 305.448.7421 x 116. She would love to speak with you!
Who should attend an Inquirer’s Gathering? The short answer—you! If you love coming to the
church and you are not a member, please join us!
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EXPATS AND VURCHERS
Whether you are living across the Pond, on the Gulf of Mexico, in the Carolinas,
or the hinterlands of the East or West Coast, please join our special fellowship group.
On Sunday, December 5 at 12:30 p.m. we gather from around the world to check in with our
Gables UCC members and friends living outside of South Florida. Whether you have been a former
member or friend of the church and have moved away, or have found a home with us virtually, we
invite you to be connected through this special group just for you. To receive notices, be in touch
with Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.
No matter who you are or where you live, you are an important part of our church family

ADVENT 2021
Theme: Close to Home
When something hits close to home, it affects us deeply. We know it to be true—so true that it
might unsettle us a bit. This Advent season, we're meditating on the ways the stories of Advent
and Christmas feel very close to home. We celebrate that God draws close to us, making a
home with us wherever we are. But we also carry the tension that the world is not as it should
be. We are called to build a home for all—saturated with peace, justice, and joy. Are we there
yet? No. But in Advent, we get a glimpse of what could be so we can draw closer and closer
to that vision each day.
Sunday, November 28 - Homesick
Sunday, December 3 - Laying the Foundation
Sunday, December 10 -A Home for All
Sunday, December 19 - Seeking Sanctuary
Join us each Sunday in Advent for meaningful and inspiring worship and a time of
fellowship and refreshments following the service.
SUNDAY MORNING ADULT EDUCATION
The Infancy Stories of Jesus Not Found in the Bible
Sundays, November 28 – December 19
9:45 a.m. in Havighorst Lounge and on Zoom
The Gospels of the New Testament say very little about Jesus' life as an infant and young boy. This
"lost period" is the subject of several early Gospels, however, including the Proto-Gospel of James,
and the Infancy Gospel of Thomas. Join Pastor Megan as we discover these birth narratives and
childhood stories of Jesus that are not in our biblical canon.
ADVENT VESPERS
Wednesdays, December 1, 8, 15, 22
6:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary and Online
Vespers or “sunset prayers” will be held through the season of Advent. These services, made up of
candlelight, music, and prayers, offer the perfect quiet break we need from the stress and noise of
the season. A light soup supper will be served from 5:30 p.m. - 6:15 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.
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MIDDAY ADVENT DEVOTIONS
Delighting in the Poetry of Mary Oliver
Tuesday, November 30 – December 21 at Noon on Zoom
In this Advent-centered time of devotion, we will share scripture and simple spiritual practices
interwoven with Mary Oliver’s stirring vision of faith, nature, and inner-reflection. Enjoy a
midday pause during this holy season to re-center and re-connect, as we prepare to receive the
Word made flesh.
Register in advance for this gathering:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYkdu2qrDIvG9F2zcDectrHDO8-iPuN5LcL
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the
meeting that you may save into your calendar.
------------------------BOOKS & BOOKS AT GABLES UCC PRESENTS…
Find the Helpers by Fred Guttenberg
Tuesday, December 7 at 6:30 p.m. in the Gables UCC Sanctuary
Books & Books and Gables UCC are excited to present an evening with Fred Guttenberg for
the paperback publication of his book Find the Helpers: What 9/11 and Parkland Taught Me
about Recovery, Purpose, and Hope (Mango, $18.95). Join us to discover Fred Guttenberg's
activist's journey since his daughter Jaime's death and how he has been able to get through
the worst of times thanks to the kindness and compassion of others.
To reserve a FREE ticket (and to purchase the book), please click on the link below:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/in-person-an-evening-with-fred-guttenberg-find-the-helperstickets-205945517587 or visit the Books & Books website.
You may also purchase the book and get more information about the event by visiting the link
below: https://www.booksandbooks.com/event/in-person-an-evening-with-fred-guttenberg-findthe-helpers/
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Our nation was recently transfixed and outraged by images of over 15,000 Haitian migrants
seeking shelter under a bridge in Del Rio, Texas. While thousands were returned to Haiti without
the opportunity to be heard, the Biden Administration, prioritizing children, pregnant women and
families, allowed over 5,000 to join relatives living in the United States.
South Florida has become one of the principal destinations of thousands of these migrants. For
the past months, Sant La has welcomed hundreds seeking information and access to resettlement
support; but most asylum seekers do not have access to resettlement benefits afforded to their
counterparts. The pregnant women, children and families allowed to enter have limited access to
food security, basic health care, and the authorization to work.
Sant La, an organization that Gables UCC has partnered with and supported for many years, has
launched an initiative, Solidarite Miami, to assist our migrant families. They are collecting gift
cards to local supermarkets or superstores such as Target and Walmart to help clients purchase
baby supplies, clothing for infants and toddlers, and other personal necessities. The gift cards will
be distributed during Thanksgiving week.
If you would like to contribute to this effort or if you have any questions, please contact Pastor
Laurie. Gift cards, for any amount, can be mailed to the church or left at the reception desk during
the week. The final day of collection is this Wednesday, November 24. We thank you in advance
for your support of these most vulnerable families.
12

PARENT AND PASTOR CONNECTION
Thursday, December 2 from 7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Join Pastor Megan and other parents as we gather to share a prayer, collective wisdom, parental
struggles and a word of inspiration. All parents are welcome! Register in advance for this
meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwkc-qsqz0uHNCiFKm8SoEQeNB1hUfAfALK
or by contacting Pastor Megan.
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information the meeting.
CANCER SUPPORT GROUP
Saturday, December 11 at 10:00 a.m. on Zoom
Join us for a morning of caring and the sharing of insights and support for those living with
cancer or who have gone through the journey. Whether you are facing treatment now or have in
the past, you are welcome. Refreshments will be provided.

CAKE BAKERS WANTED
The German Christmas Market will return this year on December 5 following worship. We are
seeking home baked cakes to sell as part of this fundraiser for the German Ministry. You can drop
off a cake before or after the service. The Market runs until 5:00 p.m. Danke!
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Please join us as we support the families of Lotus House in Overtown this Christmas season by
bringing in your NEW, UNWRAPPED gift to put under our Angel Tree.
Gifts may include gift cards, non-violent toys, battery-free products or games, and just about
anything you would like to receive for Christmas! Order your gifts online and have them delivered
to the church or stop by church and drop your gift off. Being an angel has never been easier!
Sign up and find gift recommendations from Lotus House Shelter by visiting gablesucc.org/angeltree. All gifts are due by December 19.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------A THANKSGIVING TABLE PRAYER

Gracious God, we gather around this table to thank You for all that You have given us this past
year – not just what is on this table, but who is sitting around this table. Thank you for life and
laughter, for health and happiness, for relationships and memories. Thank you, too, for the lessons
learned and the tears we’ve cried because of Your ability to grow us through them. Thank You for
Your comfort and Your presence, in light of good days and bad. Thank You for what we have now,
for what we had yesterday, and for what You will continue to give tomorrow. Let us never take that
for granted, but to always be grateful for every good and perfect gift that comes from You. May we
have hearts full of thanksgiving not only today but every day of our lives. We pray these things in
Your holy name. Amen.
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CORAL GABLES CONGREGATIONAL UCC STAFF DIRECTORY
305.448.7421 (Extensions listed below)
Ministers
All Members of the Church
Pastoral Staff
The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor
The Rev. Megan Smith, Associate Pastor
The Rev. Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor

LaurieH@gablesucc.org ext. 116
MeganS@gablesucc.org ext. 119
AaronL@gablesucc.org ext. 117

Program Staff
German Worship Information
GermanMinistry@gablesucc.org
Mark Hart, Exec. Dir. of the Community Arts Program
MarkH@gablesucc.org ext. 120
The Rev. Yoli Izquierdo-Yglesias, Spanish Worship Valeyosly@gmail.com/786.506.9890
The Rev. Lisa LeSueur, Assistant Pastor for Congregational and Staff Care
LisaL@gablesucc.org ext. 150
Dr. Ronald Morgan, Director of Music Ministries
RonM@gablesucc.org ext.121
Brooke Bagnall-Koger, Director of Early Childhood Center
BrookeB@gablesucc. org ext. 315
To contact Early Childhood Center, please call:
305.444.9792
Support Staff
Anthony Cabrera, Minister of Liturgical Arts
Kris Coney, Sound Technician
Allen Feldman, Pew Organizer
Elena Korallis, Communications Director
Seth Patterson, Youth Bell Choir Director
Tony Prinzi, Print, Rentals & Reception Coordinator
Dennis Rodrigues CPA, Business Manager
Drew Sandbulte, Events Coordinator
Dr. Gregory Taylor, Parish Musician
Alexandra Woods, Children‘s Choir Director

Cabreraa25@att.net
info@gablesucc.org
ElenaK@gablesucc.org ext.113
smpatter@samford.edu
TonyP@gablesucc.org ext. 100
DennisR@gablesucc.org ext.130
DrewS@gablesucc.org ext.114
Gregpiano1@aol.com
Awoods@cushmanschool.org

Maintenance and Custodial Team
Rene Dominguez (Lead Custodian)
Carlos Barrios, Rosario Noriega

WE ARE OUT OF THE BOX PEOPLE
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Thanksgiving Volunteering Extravaganza!

Upcoming Sunday Morning Adult Education Class

The Gospels of the New Testament say very little about Jesus' life as an infant and young boy. This "lost
period" is the subject of several early Gospels, however, including the Proto-Gospel of James, and the
Infancy Gospel of Thomas. Join Pastor Megan as we discover these birth narratives and childhood stories
of Jesus that are not in our biblical canon.

Parent and Pastor Connection

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

The weekend of January 18-19, 2020 commemorates the life and legacy of Dr. King who brought hope,
freedom, and rights to America. Dr. King once said that we all have to decide whether we “will walk in
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