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Congregational response is in bold. 

WELCOME 

GATHERING MUSIC 
Soloist: O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel 

That mourns in lonely exile here, 

until the Child of God appear 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

ALL: 

O come, Thou Day-Spring, come and cheer 

Our spirits by Thine advent here 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night 

And death's dark shadows put to flight. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

   ALL: 

O come, O Wisdom from on high, 

and order all things far and nigh 

To us the path of knowledge show 

and help us in that way to go 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

  ALL: 

O come, O come, O Adonai 

who came to all on Sinai high 

and from its peak a single law 

proclaimed in majesty and awe 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

     Soloist: O come, Desire of Nations, bind 

all peoples in one heart and mind 

Make envy, strife and quarrels cease 

fill the whole world with heaven’s peace 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 



OPENING WORDS 

'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him 

nothing was made that has been made.' 

'... And the Spirit (the breath) of God was hovering over the waters.' 

     (John 1:1-3, Genesis 1:2) 

Lord of the morning 

of dawn chorus 

rising sun 

mist on water 

Lord of the noontime 

of chattering voices 

laughter and fun 

sparkling water 

everyone 

Lord of the evening 

of quiet breeze 

setting sun 

gentle waters 

day that’s done 

O Lord, our Lord 

How majestic is your name in all the earth 

You have set your glory above the heavens 

And from the lips of children ordained praise 

O Lord, our Lord 

How majestic is your name in all the earth 

Creative God, breath of all life 

Through whom all things  

are created and sustained; 

all sons and daughters 

flocks and herds, 

all birds of the air 

and fish of the sea 

You walked this earth 

as child and Creator 

You touched the soil 

quenched your thirst 

embraced this world 



brought life and light 

love and laughter 

into dark and death-filled lives 

Creative God, breath of all life 

Through whom all things are created and sustained 

We bring to you our sacrifice  

of an open contrite and willing heart 

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, 

Who orders all things mightily; 

To us the path of knowledge show, 

And teach us in her ways to go 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come again and with us ever dwell 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE: HOPE 

“Where there is hope…there is life.” 

~ Anne Frank 

“Hope is the thing with feathers that perches in the soul — and sings the tunes without 

the words — and never stops at all.”  

  ~ Emily Dickinson 

“We must accept finite disappointment, but never lose infinite hope.” 

~ Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

“Hope is being able to see that there is light despite all of the darkness.” 

 ~ Desmond Tutu 

Friends, as we enter this Advent season, we come to this space familiar with the 

darkness and hungry for hope. So tonight, we light the candle of hope as a prayer, a 

protest, and a reminder that darkness will not win…  

Gun violence will not win. 

Cancer will not win.  

Death will not win.  

Bigotry will not win.  

HIV/AIDS will not win.  

Terrorism will not win.  

Hatred will not win. 

Love will win.  

“For in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines 

in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” 



SONG OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 

The soloist will sing it through once; the congregation is then invited to sing it twice. 

THE RESPONSORY 

My soul waits for you, O Lord; in your word is my hope. 

My soul waits for you, O Lord; in your word is my hope. 

Out of the depths have I called to you; Lord, hear my voice. 

In your word is my hope. 

There is forgiveness with you; therefore you shall be feared. 

In your word is my hope. 

My soul waits for the Lord, more than those who watch for the morning. 

In your word is my hope. 

O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is mercy. 

In your word is my hope. 

Glory to God, Source of all being, eternal Word and Holy Spirit. 

My soul waits for you, O Lord; in your word is my hope. 



REFLECTION 

May this eternal truth be always on our hearts and fill our lives with hope… 

That the God who breathed this world into being 

Placed stars into the heavens and designed a butterfly's wing 

Is the God who entrusted his life to the care of ordinary people 

became vulnerable that we might know how strong is the power of Love 

A mystery so deep it is impossible to grasp 

A mystery so beautiful it is impossible to ignore 

QUIET MEDITATION 

At this time, you may like to read and reflect on the words that have been read, gaze at 

the candle - or simply enjoy the peace and calm. 

SONG 



GOSPEL LESSON 

“Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man 

going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his caretakers in charge, each with 

his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—

for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at 

midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when 

he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: ‘Keep awake.’” 

SUNG RESPONSE            SOLOIST

Keep Awake, Be Always Ready 

INTERSESSIONS 

Imagine throwing a pebble into the center of a pond, and the circles of ripples that move 

out from the center. 

We pray first for those closest to us, our immediate family, and closest friends - for their 

health, needs, joys, and fears.  

Quiet Prayer 

God of creation, God of pure love 

Hear the prayers of our hearts. 

We pray for our extended family and friends who we might not see each week - for their 

love and concern, for their wellbeing. 

Quiet Prayer 

God of creation, God of pure love 

Hear the prayers of our hearts. 

As the ripples reach out toward the land, we pray for those who we only have contact 

with annually or less - for a blessing this Advent-time 

Quiet Prayer 

God of creation, God of pure love 

Hear the prayers of our hearts. 

And as the ripples reach their furthest point we pray for this world and its people – 

for the needs of this week and the future. 

Quiet Prayer 

God of creation, God of pure love 

Hear the prayers of our hearts. 



God of creation, God of pure love 

Who speaks to us through thunder and whisper 

Who loves us as if there were but one of us to love 

Hear the prayers of our hearts. Amen. 

SUNG RESPONSE          

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

with all your soul, with all your mind, 

and with all your strength. 

This is the first and the great commandment. 

The second is like it: Love your neighbour as yourself. 

There is no commandment greater than these. 

BENEDICTION

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace, so that you may overflow with 

hope by the power of the Holy Spirit."  (Romans 15:13); 

FOLLOWING THE BENEDICTION, YOU MAY LEAVE AS YOU WISH 
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