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But one by one we must all file on 
through the narrow aisles of pain. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All Saints Sunday 
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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME  
 

Know that in this space you are welcome as you are, for who you are. 
Together we celebrate all of God’s children – young, old and in-between;  

male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight and in-between;  
the assured, the doubting, and the in-between;  
the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between;  

the foolish, the wise, and the in-between. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
The novel coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World Health 
Organization.  As a result, federal, state, and local governments and agencies recommend social 
distancing and have, in many locations, prohibited the congregation of groups of people. We are 
doing everything we can to be compliant with all regulations and ensure your safety. We have put 
in place preventative measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19, but we cannot guarantee that 
you or family members will not become infected. By your presence in our church building, you 
agree to the following: On behalf of yourself and your children, you hereby release, covenant not 
to sue, discharge, and hold harmless the Coral Gables Congregational UCC, its employees, agents, 
and representatives, of and from all liabilities, claims, actions, damages, costs, or expenses of any 
kind arising out of or relating to your participation in our programs, services or activities. You 
understand and agree that this release includes any claims based on the actions, omissions, or 
negligence of this organization, its employees, agents, and representatives, whether a COVID-19 
infection occurs before, during, or after participation in any such program, service, or activity.  

 
The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 
    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 
 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 
3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 
CCLI License # 11282912 

 
 
 
 

http://www.gablesucc.org/


3 
 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
November 7, 2021                    Our faith is over 2000 years old                                  11:00 a.m.   

Our thinking is not. 
 
 

TWENT 

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY  
Suddenly, all my ancestors are behind me. “Be still,” they say. Watch and listen.  

You are the result of the love of thousands.  
                                                                                        

GATHERING MUSIC            
Dr. Ron Morgan, organ and Dr. Greg Taylor, piano  

 
WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                           

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are  
joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 
each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 

 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter. 
 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 
walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434 or go to our church app.  
 

You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.  
For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are in the narthex. 

 

Thank you for your gifts and generosity. 
 

CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP    Come, Come Ye Saints                                    Mack Wilberg 
The Chancel Choir  

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                   
    One:  We come today to give thanks to God for the Saints. 
    Many:  For the Saints who tied our shoes and wiped our noses. 
    One:  For the Saints who taught us to share, even when we didn't feel like it. 
    Many:  For the Saints who taught us to wonder at the beauty of a  

starry night. 
    One:  For the Saints who expected more of us than we did of ourselves. 
    Many:  For the Saints who sacrificed for our benefit. 
    One:  For the Saints who pushed us to live out our ideals. 
    Many:  For the Saints who listened when no one else would. 
    One:  For the Saints who praise God still on another shore. 
    Many:  Praise God for all the Saints! 

 
 

Please remain standing for the opening hymn. 
 
 

http://gablesucc.org/live


4 
 
 

 *HYMN                                                       For All the Saints   

 
*THE OPENING PRAYER  

ALL: For all the saints – those who have gone on and those right here in our lives, we 
thank you, God. Help us in turn be the saints you call us to be. We ask this in 
the name of Jesus who taught us to pray... 
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*THE LORD’S PRAYER (sung) 
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST                                     
                      

    One: No matter from where you are worshipping with us today; no matter the concerns, 
worries, or joys that you bring; no matter your background or social status; your 
race, culture, faith tradition, or sexual orientation, we offer to you the peace of 
Christ. Peace be with you!  

    Many: And also with you. 
 

If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, bow, hand over the heart, smile, or nod to others. 
If you are gathered with others at home, share the peace of Christ with one another. 

 If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  
Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace of Christ with them.  

 
TESTIMONY  

Neal Watkins, Minister for Congregational Life of the Florida Conference of the UCC 
We invite individuals, families, or groups to witness to a transformative or meaningful time in their 
life because of this church or to one they have experienced through a program or organization that 
is supported by Gables UCC. Please know that your financial support of the church does great 
things not only within these walls but far beyond. If you wish to give online this morning, please go 
to gablesucc.org/give or text GABLESUCC to 833.245.6434, or offering plates are available by the 
front doors for your gifts of checks or cash. Thank you!  
 
INVITATION TO GIVE, SERVE, AND BELONG  

 
SUNG RESPONSE                        Shall We Gather at the River   

Shall we gather at the river, where bright angel feet have trod, 
With its crystal tide forever flowing by the throne of God? 

Yes, we’ll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river; 
Gather with the saints at the river that flows by the throne of God. 

 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON                    Ruth 1:1-12                              
 

In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land, and a certain man of Bethlehem 
in Judah went to live in the country of Moab, he and his wife and two sons. The name of the man 
was Elimelech and the name of his wife Naomi; they were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. 
They went into the country of Moab and remained there. But Elimelech died, and Naomi was left 
with her two sons. 
 

These took Moabite wives; the name of the one was Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. When 
they had lived there about ten years, both sons also died, so that Naomi was left without her two 
sons and her husband. Then she started to return with her daughters-in-law from the country of 
Moab, for she had heard that the LORD had considered the people and given them food. (Cont.) 

http://gablesucc.org/give
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So she set out from the place where she had been living, she and her two daughters-in-law, and 
they went on their way to go back to the land of Judah. 
 
But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, "Go back each of you to your mother's house. May 
the LORD deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with me. The LORD grant 
that you may find security, each of you in the house of your husband."  
 
Then she kissed them, and they wept aloud. They said to her, "No, we will return with you to your 
people." But Naomi said, "Turn back, my daughters, why will you go with me?? No, my 
daughters, it has been far more bitter for me than for you, because the hand of the LORD has 
turned against me." 
 
Then they wept aloud again. Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her. So she said, 
"See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods; return after your sister-in-
law."   
 
But Ruth said, "Do not press me to leave you or to turn back from following you! Where you go, 
I will go; Where you lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my people, and your God my God. 
Where you die, I will die-- there will I be buried." When Naomi saw that she was determined to 
go with her, she said no more to her. 
 
Friend, listen. God is still speaking. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
THE MORNING MESSAGE  

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner  
 

ALL SAINTS DAY REMEMBRANCE 
 

ANTHEM                                           Come Ye Disconsolate                                     Terre Johnson 
The Chancel Choir  

 
THE READING OF NAMES AND THE LIGHTING OF MEMORIAL CANDLES 

 
PRAYER OF REMEMBRANCE 
   One:       In the rising of the sun and in its going down,  
                      we remember them. 
   Many: In the blowing of the wind and in the chill of winter,  

we remember them. 
   One:  In the opening of buds and in the rebirth of spring,  

we remember them. 
   Many: In the blueness of the sky and the warmth of summer,  

we remember them. 
   One:  In the rustling of the leaves and the beauty of autumn,  

we remember them. 
   Many: At the beginning of the year and when it ends,  

we remember them. 
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    One: When we are weary and in need of strength,  
we remember them. 

    Many: When we are lost and sick at heart, we remember them. 
    One: When we have joys we yearn to share, we remember them. 
    Many: So long as we live, they too will live, for they are now part 
   of us, as we remember them. 

 
*THE SENDING FORTH 

One: Go in peace to be the saints of God. Do to others as you would have them do to you. 
And may the Holy One give you a spirit of wisdom that you might come to know 
the hope to which you have been called, as the saints of God.  

ALL: Amen. 
 

Please be seated for the postlude. 
 

POSTLUDE                                               Canon in D                                                      Pachelbel 
Dr. Greg Taylor, PIANO; Dr. Ron Morgan, organ 

Following our service this morning, you will be excused pew by pew by the ushers. We hope to 
keep folks physically distanced while inside but invite you, with masks on, to enjoy fellowship 
outside with pastors, church members, and friends. Those worshipping with us online, please be 
sure to stay in touch. If you need anything or would like to check in with one of the pastors, 
please just give us a call. We miss you!  

 
 

A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 
If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we have 
found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a 
place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite you 
into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please contact Pastor 
Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to places 
around the country and around the world. Folks are actively involved in our church who have never 
set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and beliefs as a progressive, open-
minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation.  
 

No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey, 
you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation. 

 
IN OUR PRAYERS  

We remember all those places of war, violence, and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace for all 
people around the world. A lighted candle on the altar symbolizes our prayers for peace, healing, 
compassion, and unity. 

 
GET OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store or 
Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 
church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena 
Korallis, our Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
The Called to Care Team prays together each Wednesday. They use a list compiled from your 
prayer requests texted to Pastor Laurie. To share your prayers, text Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 
or e-mail her at 3059686482@vtext.com.  

 
STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and friends, 
filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general church 
business. If you would like to be included, contact Drew at DrewS@gablesucc.org. 

 
FOOD PANTRY  

 

In October, we gave out 42 bags of food. Your donations of food go a long way in helping the 
hungry of our community. Please drop off your bags of groceries at the church on Sunday 
morning, Monday – Friday from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., or on Saturday, from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 
noon. You may also donate at gablesucc.org/give. Under the fund column, select “Food Pantry.” 
We also LOVE getting boxes from Amazon or other places filled with canned goods.  

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL OUTREACH PROJECT 

Our children and youth are supporting Lotus House Homeless Shelter. Every month we will be 
collecting a different item that the women, children, or LGBT youth need. In November, we are 
collecting Full-Size Toothpaste and Toothbrushes. Please drop them off in the Education Wing.  
 

FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 
Come and safely shop (masks required) in support of our justice ministry.  

Each of your purchases helps artisans in developing countries build strong, local economies. These 
skilled workers are paid fair-living wages while crafting sustainable products that do not harm the 
environment. No child labor is used. Women’s lives are changed as they support their families with 
the dignity and pride of their work. Located at the Columbus Blvd. entrance.  

Hours: Tuesday – Saturday: 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  
Sunday: 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

 

 
LEAVE A LEGACY OF GUDANCE FOR YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

TODAY, November 7 at 12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. in Havighorst Lounge or  
Register for the Zoom Meeting at: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZclc-Cppz8iHdOVFiBDNCKU6Zjgu-5BzjmU 
 

Too often, families come to the church on the passing of a loved one not knowing what to do or the 
wishes of their loved ones. My Funeral/Memorial Service Requests is a booklet created for church 
members as a way to help provide guidance and support to our loved ones by sharing information 
about what you would like to have at your own memorial/funeral service. Such pre-planning 
enables you to give expression to your faith through choosing and ordering what is to take place. 
Plus, planning now for your service eases the burden on your loved ones by eliminating the pressure 
of decision-making, particularly the need of trying to do things “the way you would have wished.” 
 

The Legacy Committee invites you to this special gathering to help you begin thinking about your 
final plans. A very light lunch will be served in the Fellowship Hall from 12:00 noon – 12:30 p.m. 
for all attendees. Pastor Laurie will lead you through the booklet and help offer guidance, 
suggestions, and information about funeral/memorial services. If you are unable to attend and 
would like a copy of the booklet, please contact Pastor Laurie.  

https://gablesucc.org/give
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZclc-Cppz8iHdOVFiBDNCKU6Zjgu-5BzjmU
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GABLES UCC WALKING GROUP  
Wednesdays, through November 24 from 6:00 p.m. – 7:15 p.m.  

Meet Outside the Fair Trade Shop 
Join Pastor Megan, church members, and friends for a weekly walk around the Granada Golf 
Course and back, approximately 4 miles. We will meet outside our church’s Fair Trade shop and 
leave the church together as we begin our walk. Friends always welcome! Bring a flashlight.  
 

----------------------------------------- 
 

ST. MARTIN’S DAY  
November 11 is Saint Martin's Day in Germany. The German congregation will be celebrating 
with a special children's service at 5:30 p.m. in the sanctuary, followed by a lantern parade and the 
eating of traditional Breadman pastries. If you'd like to order a Breadman, you can do so by 4:00 
p.m. today by going to gablesucc.org/breadman. Lantern kits are sold out. If you ordered a lantern 
kit, you can pick it up today in Fellowship Hall between 3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. We will have art 
supplies to decorate lanterns and snacks to enjoy. All are welcome! 

---------------------------------------------------- 
 

CALLING ALL FUN AND ADVENTUROUS PEOPLE  
Let’s Go to The Theater!! 

Middletown at the Actor’s Playhouse on Sunday, November 21 at 2:00 p.m. 
Just a few tickets remaining… 

 

Actors’ Playhouse is proud to kick off the 2021-2022 Mainstage season with a co-production of 
their new play Middletown®. The cast will star Didi Conn, known for her portrayal of Frenchy in 
Grease; Donny Most, who starred as Ralph Malph in Happy Days; Loretta Swit, best known for 
her portrayal of Major Margaret “Hot Lips” Houlihan on M*A*S*H, for which she won two Emmy 
Awards; and Adrian Zmed, best known for his starring roles in the Bachelor Party, Grease 2 and 
TV’s T.J. Hooker.  
 

Through the highs, the lows, and everything in-between, MIDDLETOWN is the ride of your life. 
Follow the story of two couples — Peg and Tom, and Dotty and Don — as they endure the 
rollercoaster of life together in this exhilarating and universal depiction of love, life, and friendship. 
Tickets are $70/ person which are discounted for our group. You can register for this event by 
contacting Drew Sandbulte at 305.448.7421, ext. 114. Tickets must be paid for when you register.  

https://gablesucc.org/product/stutenmaenner-bread-man/
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A VERY SPECIAL SUNDAY MORNING SERIES 
The Church of Not Being Horrible 

Sunday, November 14 
9:45 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. in-person in Havighorst Lounge 

or register for the Zoom meeting at: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcqf-2hpzwoHtyWJoCAKmlWSDUX8CkADmUH 

or contact Pastor Laurie for the link. 
 

Come early for coffee and a light breakfast in Fellowship Hall from 9:00 a.m. – 9:40 a.m.   
 

Recently, author and pastor John Pavlovitz in his new book, “If God is Love Don’t Be a Jerk,” 
writes that he has always wanted to start a new church called, “The Church of Not Being Horrible.” 
The mission statement would be simple, “Don’t be horrible to people.” Doctrinal statements of 
belief would be replaced with promises about how to treat people, based on the belief that no one 
is less worthy of love, respect, dignity, joy, and opportunity than you are. 
 

This got Pastor Laurie thinking about Gables UCC as we enter a “new now” of being the church in 
a time of racial reckoning, political and social divisiveness, a world-wide pandemic, and as folks 
of all ages are “leaving the church to find God,” as Lenny Bruce once said. We are truly on the cusp 
of unprecedented change which will forever transform the church as we have known it.  

Let’s join together! ALL church members, whether longtime or new, church leaders, good friends, 
or those just interested in a three-week thoughtful, meaningful, and important conversation about 
the church, are encouraged to attend. These three weeks will lead us into our annual Commitment 
Sunday, when we re-commit ourselves for another year to the work, witness, and welcome of Coral 
Gables Congregational UCC. This year’s theme: “A Future with Hope.”  
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  
Monday, November 15 at 7:00 p.m. 

Pastor Laurie’s Home 
We gather to create beautiful prayer shawls to share with members and friends of our church family 
who are ill, grieving, or moving away. If you are looking for a ministry of prayer and care for 
others, this may be it. Come and help wrap someone in loving care by knitting or crocheting a 
shawl. Supplies are provided. Join us virtually as well. Contact Pastor Laurie for the link. 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcqf-2hpzwoHtyWJoCAKmlWSDUX8CkADmUH


11 
 
 

Register or donate at https://gablesucc.org/thanksgiving. 
If interested in being a team leader, contact Pastor Aaron at AaronL@gablesucc.org. 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

SISTERS ON SOJOURN  
Saturday, November 20 at 10:00 a.m. 

Gathering at Montgomery Botanical Center 
11901 Old Cutler Road, Coral Gables 33156 

 

Join us for an SOS outing to these beautiful gardens, known for its emphasis on palms and cycads. 
Our own Vickie Murphy, the nursery curator at Montgomery, will take us on a free tour featuring 
the rare opportunity to see a Talipot Palm, which is flowering now. What makes this so unique is 
that it only flowers once in a lifetime! We will gather for this walking tour (although if you need a 
ride for the tour, a golf cart is available) at 10:00 a.m. at the Gardens. If you wish to carpool, please 
meet at the church at 9:30 a.m. Family and friends are welcome for this special event. Please RSVP 
with Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org. 
 

ADVENT WREATHS 
Our German Ministry is once again selling beautiful Christmas Advent wreaths. 

To order your own wreath, please click on the link below: 
https://gablesucc.org/wreath-order 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://gablesucc.org/thanksgiving
https://gablesucc.org/wreath-order
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Our nation was recently transfixed and outraged by images of over 15,000 Haitian migrants 
seeking shelter under a bridge in Del Rio, Texas. While thousands were returned to Haiti without 
the opportunity to be heard, the Biden Administration, prioritizing children, pregnant women and 
families, allowed over 5,000 to join relatives living in the United States. 
 
South Florida has become one of the principal destinations of thousands of these migrants. For 
the past months, Sant La has welcomed hundreds seeking information and access to resettlement 
support; but most asylum seekers do not have access to resettlement benefits afforded to their 
counterparts. The pregnant women, children and families allowed to enter have limited access to 
food security, basic health care, and the authorization to work. 
 
Sant La, an organization that Gables UCC has partnered with and supported for many years, has 
launched an initiative, Solidarite Miami, to assist our migrant families. They are collecting gift 
cards to local supermarkets or superstores such as Target and Walmart to help clients purchase 
baby supplies, clothing for infants and toddlers, and other personal necessities. The gift cards will 
be distributed during Thanksgiving week. 
 
If you would like to contribute to this effort or if you have any questions, please contact Pastor 
Laurie. Gift cards, for any amount, can be mailed to the church, left at the reception desk during 
the week, or brought to worship on Sunday and placed in the gift card collection basket at the 
entrance of the church.  We thank you in advance for your support of these most vulnerable 
families.  

 


