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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here 

 
 

 

 

 

WELCOME  
 

Know that in this space you are welcome as you are, for who you are. 

Together we celebrate all of God’s children – young, old and in-between;  

male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight and in-between;  

the assured, the doubting, and the in-between;  

the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between;  

the foolish, the wise, and the in-between. 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 

The novel coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World Health 

Organization.  As a result, federal, state, and local governments and agencies recommend social 

distancing and have, in many locations, prohibited the congregation of groups of people. We are 

doing everything we can to be compliant with all regulations and ensure your safety. We have put 

in place preventative measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19, but we cannot guarantee that 

you or family members will not become infected. By your presence in our church building, you 

agree to the following: On behalf of yourself and your children, you hereby release, covenant not 

to sue, discharge, and hold harmless the Coral Gables Congregational UCC, its employees, agents, 

and representatives, of and from all liabilities, claims, actions, damages, costs, or expenses of any 

kind arising out of or relating to your participation in our programs, services or activities. You 

understand and agree that this release includes any claims based on the actions, omissions, or 

negligence of this organization, its employees, agents, and representatives, whether a COVID-19 

infection occurs before, during, or after participation in any such program, service, or activity.  

 

The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 

    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 

 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 

3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 

CCLI License # 11282912 

 

 

 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

November 28, 2021                  Our faith is over 2000 years old                                     11:00 a.m.   

Our thinking is not. 

 
 

TWENT 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

Sometimes I get homesick even when I’m home.  

                                                                                  ~Anonymous 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                              

Dr. Ron Morgan, organ; Dr. Greg Taylor, piano 

 

WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS     
                      

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are  

joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 

 
 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 

each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 
 
 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter. 
 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 

walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434 or go to our church app.  
 
 

You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.  

For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are in the narthex.  

 

Thank you for your gifts and generosity. 
 

CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP   

                                                      Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme                                    J. S. Bach 

Nicole Schommer, Alex Woods, Greg Jackson, and Mark Hart, vocalists 

Dr. Ron Morgan, organ 

 

Translation (from German): 

Keep awake, be always ready, 

God’s time approaches sure and steady, 

God’s strength will keep your heart from blame. 
 

Clouds the Spirit’s light concealing, 

disperse, God’s purest light revealing: 

Creation will its Sovereign name 

Dry branches burst forth green, 

God’s advent signs are seen: Hallelujah! 

Christ’s judgment won, God’s will be done; 

God’s new dominion thus begun. 

 

Please stand as you are able for the Call to Worship 

 

http://gablesucc.org/live
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*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                   

One: Can one be homesick for something you’ve never known?  

Many: We are homesick for a just world, for peace like rivers,  

for the end of suffering.  

One: Yes, we are homesick— 

     Many: for joy that is contagious, for nations that feel like neighbors,  

and for hospitals that run empty.  

One: We are homesick for the world God promises.  

Many: We are homesick, but we are on our way.  

One: God is here. God is still creating. 

Many: Let us worship Holy God.  

 

*HYMN                                        O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel. 

That mourns in lonely exile here until the Child of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

O come, O Wisdom from on high, and order all things far and nigh; 

to us the path of knowledge show and help us in that way to go. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer; our spirits by your advent here. 

Love stir within the womb of night, and death’s own shadows put to flight.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

Please be seated following the hymn. 

 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE OF HOPE 

Erica Ramirez and Natalia Ortega 

 

SUNG RESPONSE 

O come, Desire of Nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind; 

Make envy, strife, and quarrels cease; fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSON                          Luke 21:25-36 

There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations 

confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves.  People will faint from fear and foreboding of 

what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken.  Then they will see 

‘the Sovereign One coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory.  Now when these things begin 

to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near. 

 

Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees;  as soon as they sprout leaves 

you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near.  So also, when you see these 

things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near.  Truly I tell you, this generation 

will not pass away until all things have taken place.  Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 

words will not pass away.  
    

Continued… 
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 “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the 

worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly,  like a trap. For it will come 

upon all who live on the face of the whole earth.  Be alert at all times, praying that you may have 

the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Sovereign One.” 

 

THE MORNING MESSAGE                     Homesick                         

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner 

 
CHORAL RESPONSE           All Earth Is Hopeful (Toda la tierra)                      arr. James Bobb 

Nicole Schommer, Alex Woods, Greg Jackson, and Mark Hart, vocalists 
 

At this time, you may text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 

or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com to be included in this morning’s prayers and during 

the Called to Care prayer time on Wednesday. 
 

THE MORNING PRAYERS AND SUNG PRAYER RESPONSE       
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THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Our table is wide-open to all who desire a closer relationship with God, 

no matter your age, gender identity, station in life, sexual orientation, or faith tradition. 

Grape juice is used and gluten-free bread is available so that all may come freely. 

 

INVITATION 

 

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 

 

THE SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 

 

INVITATION TO GIVE, SERVE, AND BELONG 

 

*CLOSING RESPONSE (Sung)                       

In the Lord I'll be ever thankful. In the Lord I will rejoice.  

Look to God, do not be afraid, lift up your voices, the Lord is near; 

 Lift up your voices, the Lord is near. 

 

*THE SENDING FORTH 

One: As you leave this service, your service begins:   

Comfort the homesick.  

Open your doors to others.  

Seek sanctuary.  

Be brave enough to go home by another way.  

And remember that here in God’s house, all are welcomed—so come back 

soon. In the name of our Foundation—God, Spirit, and Son— go in peace.  

    Many: Amen. 

Please be seated for the postlude. 

 

POSTLUDE                

Following our service this morning, you will be excused pew by pew by the ushers. We hope to 

keep folks physically distanced while inside but invite you to enjoy fellowship and refreshments 

outside with the pastors, church members, and friends.  
 

Those worshipping with us online, please be sure to stay in touch. If you need anything or would 

like to check in with one of the pastors, please just give us a call. We miss you!  

 

 
 

THIS MORNING’S BULLETIN COVER 

From the Artist: Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity 

As I began this particular image, I imagined a scene of chaos and apocalypse. However, as I 

drew a woman lifting her head and reaching for the fig tree, I began to see a vision of beauty 

and hope, a glimpse of one’s whole being awake to wonder. I think we all share a collective 

homesickness. It feels like nostalgia. It looks like the trauma hiding in our past. It can turn into 

foreboding fear that robs us of real joy. But in this image and in Jesus’ words, I see a call to 

resilience despite the difficult realities that confront us. I see a longing so deep that it keeps us 

reaching—for a home restored, for comfort renewed, for the fruit that is sure to come. 



7 
 
 

A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 

If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we have 

found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a 

place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite you 

into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please contact Pastor 

Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  
 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to places 

around the country and around the world. Folks are actively involved in our church who have never 

set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and beliefs as a progressive, open-

minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation.  
 

No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey, 

you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation. 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS  

We remember all those places of war, violence, and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace for all 

people around the world. A lighted candle on the altar symbolizes our prayers for peace, healing, 

compassion, and unity. 

 

GET OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store or 

Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 

church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena 

Korallis, our Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

The Called to Care Team prays together each Wednesday. They use a list compiled from your 

prayer requests texted to Pastor Laurie on Sunday and throughout the week. To share your prayers, 

text Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or e-mail her at 3059686482@vtext.com.  

 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and friends, 

filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general church 

business. If you would like to be included, contact Drew at DrewS@gablesucc.org. 
 

FOOD PANTRY  
 

Your donations of food go a long way in helping the hungry of our community. Please drop off 

your bags of groceries at the church on Sunday morning, Monday – Friday from 9:00 a.m. – 

4:00 p.m., or on Saturday, from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon. You may also donate at 

gablesucc.org/give. Under the fund column, select “Food Pantry.” We also LOVE getting boxes 

from Amazon or other places filled with canned goods.  

 

FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 

Each of your purchases helps artisans in developing countries build strong, local economies. These 

skilled workers are paid fair-living wages while crafting sustainable products that do not harm the 

environment. No child labor is used. Women’s lives are changed as they support their families with 

the dignity and pride of their work. Located at the Columbus Blvd. entrance.  

Hours: Tuesday – Saturday: 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.; Sunday: 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
https://gablesucc.org/give
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ADVENT 2021 

Theme: Close to Home  

When something hits close to home, it affects us deeply. We know it to be true—so true that it 

might unsettle us a bit. This Advent season, we're meditating on the ways the stories of Advent 

and Christmas feel very close to home. We celebrate that God draws close to us, making a 

home with us wherever we are. But we also carry the tension that the world is not as it should 

be. We are called to build a home for all—saturated with peace, justice, and joy. Are we there 

yet? No. But in Advent, we get a glimpse of what could be so we can draw closer and closer 

to that vision each day. 

Sunday, November 28 - Homesick 

Sunday, December 5 - Laying the Foundation 

Sunday, December 12 -A Home for All 

Sunday, December 19 - Seeking Sanctuary  

Join us each Sunday in Advent for meaningful and inspiring worship and a time of  

fellowship and refreshments following the service. 
 

 

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT EDUCATION 

The Infancy Stories of Jesus Not Found in the Bible 

Sundays, November 28 – December 19 

9:45 a.m. in Havighorst Lounge and Online 
 

The Gospels of the New Testament say very little about Jesus' life as an infant and young boy. This 

"lost period" is the subject of several early Gospels, however, including the Proto-Gospel of James, 

and the Infancy Gospel of Thomas. Join Pastor Megan as we discover these birth narratives and 

childhood stories of Jesus that are not in our biblical canon.  

 

ADVENT VESPERS 

Wednesdays, December 1, 8, 15, 22 

6:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary and Online 

Vespers or “sunset prayers” will be held through the season of Advent. These services, made up of 

candlelight, music, and prayers, offer the perfect quiet break we need from the stress and noise of 

the season. A light soup supper will be served from 5:30 p.m. - 6:15 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. 

 

MIDDAY ADVENT DEVOTIONS 

Delighting in the Poetry of Mary Oliver 

Tuesday, November 30 – December 21 at Noon on Zoom  

In this Advent-centered time of devotion, we will share scripture and simple spiritual practices 

interwoven with Mary Oliver’s stirring vision of faith, nature, and inner-reflection. Enjoy a 

midday pause during this holy season to re-center and re-connect, as we prepare to receive the 

Word made flesh. 

Register in advance for this gathering: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYkdu2qrDIvG9F2zcDectrHDO8-iPuN5LcL 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the 

meeting that you may save into your calendar. 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYkdu2qrDIvG9F2zcDectrHDO8-iPuN5LcL
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PARENT AND PASTOR CONNECTION 

Thursday, December 2 from 7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

Join Pastor Megan and other parents as we gather to share a prayer, collective wisdom, parental 

struggles and a word of inspiration. All parents are welcome! Register in advance for this 

meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwkc-qsqz0uHNCiFKm8SoEQeNB1hUfAfALK 

or by contacting Pastor Megan. 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information for the meeting. 

  

 

INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO KNOW 

How do I become a member of the church? 

If you don’t want to check your mind at the church door...  
 

If you know that God’s love embraces all people, no matter who they are…  
 

If you want religion with relevancy… 
 

 

If you’ve wished for an open and embracing community of faith to nurture your spirit, 

grow your faith, and raise your children… 
 

Then we warmly invite you to help us build the family of Gables UCC. 
 

If you are interested in “inquiring” about Gables UCC and what it means to be a member of our 

family of faith, we cordially invite you to attend our upcoming Inquirer’s Gathering, to learn 

more about the church, what we value and believe, our history, and our denomination, the United 

Church of Christ.  
 

Join us on Saturday, December 4 at 10:00 a.m. via Zoom. 

Register in advance for this meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMlfuurrzgoGtxrSJsdGKIGoJcDsaAh0XGT 

or with Pastor Laurie.  
 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the 

meeting. If you have any questions, please be in touch with Pastor Laurie at 

LaurieH@gablesucc.org or call at 305.448.7421 x 116. She would love to speak with you!  

 

Who should attend an Inquirer’s Gathering? The short answer—you! If you love coming to the 

church and you are not a member, please join us!  

 

 

 

EXPATS AND VURCHERS 

Whether you are living across the Pond, on the Gulf of Mexico, in the Carolinas,  

or the hinterlands of the East or West Coast, please join our special fellowship group. 
 

On Sunday, December 5 at 12:30 p.m. we gather from around the world to check in with our 

Gables UCC members and friends living outside of South Florida. Whether you have been a former 

member or friend of the church and have moved away, or have found a home with us virtually, we 

invite you to be connected through this special group just for you. To receive notices, be in touch 

with Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

No matter who you are or where you live, you are an important part of our church family. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwkc-qsqz0uHNCiFKm8SoEQeNB1hUfAfALK
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMlfuurrzgoGtxrSJsdGKIGoJcDsaAh0XGT
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BOOKS & BOOKS AT GABLES UCC PRESENTS… 

Find the Helpers by Fred Guttenberg 

Tuesday, December 7 at 6:30 p.m. in the Gables UCC Sanctuary 

Books & Books and Gables UCC are excited to present an evening with Fred Guttenberg for 

the paperback publication of his book Find the Helpers: What 9/11 and Parkland Taught Me 

about Recovery, Purpose, and Hope (Mango, $18.95). Join us to discover Fred Guttenberg's 

activist's journey since his daughter Jaime's death and how he has been able to get through 

the worst of times thanks to the kindness and compassion of others.  
 

To reserve a FREE ticket (and to purchase the book), please click on the link below: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/in-person-an-evening-with-fred-guttenberg-find-the-helpers-

tickets-205945517587 or visit the Books & Books website.  

_________________________________________ 

 

 

CAKE BAKERS WANTED 

The German Christmas Market will return this year on December 5 following worship. We are 

seeking home baked cakes to sell as part of this fundraiser for the German Ministry. You can drop 

off a cake before or after the service. The Market runs until 5:00 p.m. Danke! 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/in-person-an-evening-with-fred-guttenberg-find-the-helpers-tickets-205945517587
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/in-person-an-evening-with-fred-guttenberg-find-the-helpers-tickets-205945517587


11 
 
 

 

Please join us as we support the families of Lotus House in Overtown this Christmas season by 

bringing in your NEW, UNWRAPPED gift to put under our Angel Tree.  

 

Gifts may include gift cards, non-violent toys, battery-free products or games, and just about 

anything you would like to receive for Christmas! Order your gifts online and have them delivered 

to the church or stop by church and drop your gift off. Being an angel has never been easier! 

 

Sign up and find gift recommendations from Lotus House Shelter by visiting gablesucc.org/angel-

tree. All gifts are due by December 19. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

CANCER SUPPORT GROUP  

Saturday, December 11 at 10:00 a.m. on Zoom  

Join us for a morning of caring and the sharing of insights and support for those living with 

cancer or who have gone through the journey. Whether you are facing treatment now or have in 

the past, you are welcome. Refreshments will be provided.  

 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY 

Monday, December 13 at 7:00 p.m. 

Pastor Laurie’s Home 

We gather to create beautiful prayer shawls to share with members and friends of our church family 

who are ill, grieving, or moving away. If you are looking for a ministry of prayer and care for 

others, this may be it. Come and help wrap someone in loving care by knitting or crocheting a 

shawl. Supplies are provided. Join us virtually as well. Contact Pastor Laurie for the link. 

https://gablesucc.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ec1ae52cda2ddabc569d1b2e9&id=ddbee064a0&e=2559c8ea10
https://gablesucc.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ec1ae52cda2ddabc569d1b2e9&id=ddbee064a0&e=2559c8ea10
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