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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here 
 

 
 
 

WELCOME  
 

Know that in this space you are welcome as you are, for who you are. 
Together we celebrate all of God’s children – young, old and in-between;  

male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight and in-between;  
the assured, the doubting, and the in-between;  
the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between;  

the foolish, the wise, and the in-between. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
The novel coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World Health 
Organization.  As a result, federal, state, and local governments and agencies recommend social 
distancing and have, in many locations, prohibited the congregation of groups of people. We are 
doing everything we can to be compliant with all regulations and ensure your safety. We have put 
in place preventative measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19, but we cannot guarantee that 
you or family members will not become infected. By your presence in our church building, you 
agree to the following: On behalf of yourself and your children, you hereby release, covenant not 
to sue, discharge, and hold harmless the Coral Gables Congregational UCC, its employees, agents, 
and representatives, of and from all liabilities, claims, actions, damages, costs, or expenses of any 
kind arising out of or relating to your participation in our programs, services or activities. You 
understand and agree that this release includes any claims based on the actions, omissions, or 
negligence of this organization, its employees, agents, and representatives, whether a COVID-19 
infection occurs before, during, or after participation in any such program, service, or activity.  

 
The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 
    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 
 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 
3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 
CCLI License # 11282912 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
November 14, 2021                  Our faith is over 2000 years old                                     11:00 a.m.   

Our thinking is not. 
 
 

TWENT 

COMMITMENT SUNDAY 
If you are proud of this church, become its advocate. 
If you are concerned for its future, share its message. 

If its values resonate deep within you, give it a measure of your devotion. 
This church cannot survive without your faith, your confidence,  

your enthusiasm, your generosity. 
Its destiny, the larger hope, rests in your hands. 

                                                                                        
GATHERING MUSIC            

Dr. Ron Morgan, organ and Dr. Greg Taylor, piano  
 
WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                           

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are  
joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 
each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 

 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter. 
 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 
walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434 or go to our church app.  
 

You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.  
For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are in the narthex. 

 

Thank you for your gifts and generosity. 
 

CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP   
                                                         Take My Life and Let It Be             Sondra Tucker 

The Bell Choir 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                   
    One: By the waters of Babylon, there we wept when we remembered. 
    Many: By the waters of the kitchen sink, there we wept. 
  And on the living room couch, and in the empty school room, 
  and beside the makeshift dining room table office. 
    One: How could we sing God’s song in a strange land? 
    Many: How could we sing God’s song over Zoom? 
    One: By the waters of Babylon, 
    Many: There we wept when we remembered. 
    One: We remembered that ancient rhythm  
  Of separation and homecoming, 
    Many: Exile and return, 
  Going out and coming in. 

http://gablesucc.org/live
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    One: You who are by the waters of Babylon:  

Come! 
    Many: From kitchens and home offices, 
  Sidewalks and parking lots, we come! 
    One: You who remember, and you who do not: 

Come! 
    Many: Sometimes remembering clearly, 
  sometimes confused by nostalgia, we come! 
  By car and by computer, we come! 
    One: God goes with every exile;  
    Many: God rejoices with every return. 
    One: In Babylon and Jerusalem, 
  in strange lands and familiar rooms 
    Many: In sanctuaries and on screens, 
  In pews or chairs, couches, or recliners, 
    ALL: Let us worship God! 
 

Please remain standing for the opening hymn. 
 
 *HYMN                                                        All Are Welcome  

Let us build a house where love can dwell 
and all can safely live 

A place where saints and children tell 
how hearts learn to forgive 

Built of hopes and dreams and visions 
Rock of faith and vault of grace 

Here the love of Christ shall end divisions 
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place 

 
Let us build a house where prophets speak 

And words are strong and true 
Where all God's children dare to seek 

To dream God's reign anew 
Here the cross shall stand as witness 

And a symbol of God's grace 
Here as one we claim the faith of Jesus 

All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place 
 

Let us build a house where love is found  
in water, wine and wheat 

A banquet hall on holy ground  
where peace and justice meet 

Here the love of God, through Jesus  
is revealed in time and space 

As we share in Christ the feast that frees us 
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place 
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*SHARING A WELCOME AND THE PEACE WITH ONE ANOTHER  
  ALL: In following Christ’s commandment to love one another, we welcome all 

who wish to share in the blessings of our faith community. Here we 
affirm that every person is a beloved child of God, and no one is excluded 
regardless of race, ethnic or socio-economic background, gender, sexual 
orientation, age, physical or mental ability, nationality, or faith 
background. All are welcome here! 

    One:  Peace be with you. 
   ALL:  And also with you.  

 

If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, bow, hand over the heart, smile, or nod to others. 
If you are gathered with others at home, share the peace of Christ with one another. 

 If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  
Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace of Christ with them.  

 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON             Jeremiah 29:10-14 
For thus says our God: Only when Babylon’s seventy years are completed will I visit you, and I 
will fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to this place. For surely I know the plans I have 
for you, says God, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope. Then 
when you call upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you. When you search for me, you 
will find me; if you seek me with all your heart, I will let you find me, says God, and I will 
restore your fortunes and gather you from all the nations and all the places where I have driven 
you, and I will bring you back to the place from which I sent you into exile. 
 

Friend, listen. God is still speaking. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
THE GIFT OF MUSIC                             Give Thanks            Henry Smith/arr. Anna Laura Page 

The Handbell Choir 
 
THE MORNING MESSAGE  

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner  
 

TESTIMONY THROUGH PICTURES AND SONG 
                                                                     Memories                                               arr. Andy Beck 

Greg Jackson, Brandon Mowry, Nicole Schommer, Alex Woods; vocalists 
 
THE GATHERING OF OUR PLEDGE CARDS AND MORNING OFFERING 

 You are invited to come forward and place your pledge card and/or morning offering  
in the plates on the table. Ushers will excuse each pew. 
Additional pledge cards are available from an usher. 

 If you wish to remain seated, an usher will receive your gift. 
 
MUSIC                                                          Offertory                                             John Ness Beck  

Nicole Schommer, vocalist 
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*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

    One: For the grace upon grace which is this community of faith–  
sanctuary and sermon, music and mission, practices of hospitality, 
of education, of discernment. 

    Many: We dedicate our gifts to You, O God. 
    One: For unexpected grace in trouble’s face that sustains us in hard times–  
  diagnosis, discouragement, downturn, or despair–and the way  
  community solidifies that grace so that it is strong enough for  

any situation. 
    Many: We dedicate our gifts to You, O God. 
    One: For grace in the spaces–all those possibilities of next year–the new  
  people who will sit in these pews, the new programs through which we  
  will reach out, the transitions completed, and the transitions begun. 
    Many: We dedicate our gifts to You, O God. 
    One: For the grace of prayer, the grace of scripture, the grace of forgiveness,  
  the grace of the resurrection promise, the grace of a single cup of cold  
  water for a child, a stranger or a friend. 
    Many: We dedicate our gifts to You, O God. 

 
Please remain standing for the closing hymn. 

 
*CLOSING HYMN             God of the Sparrow, God of the Whale  

God of the sparrow, God of the whale, God of the swirling stars 
How does the creature say Awe? How does the creature say Praise? 

 
God of the rainbow, God of the cross, God of the empty grave 

How does the creature say Grace? How does the creature say Thanks? 
 

God of the hungry, God of the sick, God of the prodigal 
How does the creature say Care? How does the creature say Life? 

 
God of the ages, God near at hand, God of the loving heart 

How do your children say Joy? How do your children say Home. 
 

*THE SENDING FORTH 
    One: The time for sending is here, for separation, for dispersal, for exile. 

It will not last forever; to return is our destiny. 
We will be together again, and the question then will be: 
what did you do with your time when we were apart? 

 
May the God who is the home of the exile, 
Jesus, who was and is an exile himself, 
and the Spirit, who goes with us as we love and serve, 
be with you until we meet again. 

ALL: Amen. 
Please be seated for the postlude. 
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POSTLUDE                                                
Dr. Greg Taylor, piano 

Following our service this morning, you will be excused pew by pew by the ushers. We hope to 
keep folks physically distanced while inside but invite you, with masks on, to enjoy fellowship 
outside with pastors, church members, and friends. Those worshipping with us online, please be 
sure to stay in touch. If you need anything or would like to check in with one of the pastors, 
please just give us a call. We miss you!  

 
 
 

A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 
If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we have 
found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a 
place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite you 
into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please contact Pastor 
Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to places 
around the country and around the world. Folks are actively involved in our church who have never 
set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and beliefs as a progressive, open-
minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation.  
 

No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey, 
you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation. 

 
IN OUR PRAYERS  

We remember all those places of war, violence, and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace for all 
people around the world. A lighted candle on the altar symbolizes our prayers for peace, healing, 
compassion, and unity. 

 
GET OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store or 
Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 
church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena 
Korallis, our Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 
PRAYER REQUESTS 

The Called to Care Team prays together each Wednesday. They use a list compiled from your 
prayer requests texted to Pastor Laurie. To share your prayers, text Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 
or e-mail her at 3059686482@vtext.com.  

 
STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and friends, 
filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general church 
business. If you would like to be included, contact Drew at DrewS@gablesucc.org. 

 
 
 

mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
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FOOD PANTRY  
 

In October, we gave out 42 bags of food. Your donations of food go a long way in helping the 
hungry of our community. Please drop off your bags of groceries at the church on Sunday 
morning, Monday – Friday from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., or on Saturday, from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 
noon. You may also donate at gablesucc.org/give. Under the fund column, select “Food Pantry.” 
We also LOVE getting boxes from Amazon or other places filled with canned goods.  

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL OUTREACH PROJECT 

Our children and youth are supporting Lotus House Homeless Shelter. Every month we will be 
collecting a different item that the women, children, or LGBT youth need. In November, we are 
collecting Full-Size Toothpaste and Toothbrushes. Please drop them off in the Education Wing.  
 

FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 
Come and safely shop (masks required) in support of our justice ministry.  

Each of your purchases helps artisans in developing countries build strong, local economies. These 
skilled workers are paid fair-living wages while crafting sustainable products that do not harm the 
environment. No child labor is used. Women’s lives are changed as they support their families with 
the dignity and pride of their work. Located at the Columbus Blvd. entrance.  

Hours: Tuesday – Saturday: 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  
Sunday: 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

 

 
GABLES UCC WALKING GROUP  

Wednesdays, through November 24 from 6:00 p.m. – 7:15 p.m.  
Meet Outside the Fair Trade Shop 

Join Pastor Megan, church members, and friends for a weekly walk around the Granada Golf 
Course and back, approximately 4 miles. We will meet outside our church’s Fair Trade shop and 
leave the church together as we begin our walk. Friends always welcome! Bring a flashlight.  
 

----------------------------------------- 
 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  
Monday, November 15 at 7:00 p.m. 

Pastor Laurie’s Home 
We gather to create beautiful prayer shawls to share with members and friends of our church family 
who are ill, grieving, or moving away. If you are looking for a ministry of prayer and care for 
others, this may be it. Come and help wrap someone in loving care by knitting or crocheting a 
shawl. Supplies are provided. Join us virtually as well. Contact Pastor Laurie for the link. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------ 

LUNCHTIME BIBLE STUDY  

Join us on Tuesday, November 16 at noon for a mid-week Bible study. You provide your lunch 
at home and one of our pastors will supply the Bible reflection! Register in advance for this 
meeting at:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwkduioqDMtGtVBcuxokI-DLbcaruB2fOlz 
or by contacting Pastor Lisa. 

https://gablesucc.org/give
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwkduioqDMtGtVBcuxokI-DLbcaruB2fOlz
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If interested in being a team leader, contact Pastor Aaron at AaronL@gablesucc.org. 

Register or donate at https://gablesucc.org/thanksgiving. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

SISTERS ON SOJOURN  
Saturday, November 20 at 10:00 a.m. 

Gathering at Montgomery Botanical Center 
11901 Old Cutler Road, Coral Gables 33156 

 

Join us for an SOS outing to these beautiful gardens, known for its emphasis on palms and cycads. 
Our own Vickie Murphy, the nursery curator at Montgomery, will take us on a free tour featuring 
the rare opportunity to see a Talipot Palm, which is flowering now. What makes this so unique is 
that it only flowers once in a lifetime! We will gather for this walking tour (although if you need a 
ride for the tour, a golf cart is available) at 10:00 a.m. at the Gardens. If you wish to carpool, please 
meet at the church at 9:30 a.m. Family and friends are welcome for this special event. Please RSVP 
with Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org. 
 

ADVENT WREATHS 
Our German Ministry is once again selling beautiful Christmas Advent wreaths. 

To order your own wreath, please click on the link below: 
https://gablesucc.org/wreath-order 

 
 
 

mailto:AaronL@gablesucc.org
https://gablesucc.org/thanksgiving
https://gablesucc.org/wreath-order
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Our nation was recently transfixed and outraged by images of over 15,000 Haitian migrants 
seeking shelter under a bridge in Del Rio, Texas. While thousands were returned to Haiti without 
the opportunity to be heard, the Biden Administration, prioritizing children, pregnant women and 
families, allowed over 5,000 to join relatives living in the United States. 
 
South Florida has become one of the principal destinations of thousands of these migrants. For 
the past months, Sant La has welcomed hundreds seeking information and access to resettlement 
support; but most asylum seekers do not have access to resettlement benefits afforded to their 
counterparts. The pregnant women, children and families allowed to enter have limited access to 
food security, basic health care, and the authorization to work. 
 
Sant La, an organization that Gables UCC has partnered with and supported for many years, has 
launched an initiative, Solidarite Miami, to assist our migrant families. They are collecting gift 
cards to local supermarkets or superstores such as Target and Walmart to help clients purchase 
baby supplies, clothing for infants and toddlers, and other personal necessities. The gift cards will 
be distributed during Thanksgiving week. 
 
If you would like to contribute to this effort or if you have any questions, please contact Pastor 
Laurie. Gift cards, for any amount, can be mailed to the church, left at the reception desk during 
the week, or brought to worship on Sunday and placed in the gift card collection basket at the 
entrance of the church.  We thank you in advance for your support of these most vulnerable 
families.  
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INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO KNOW 
How do I become a member of the church? 

If you don’t want to check your mind at the church door...  
 

If you know that God’s love embraces all people, no matter who they are…  
 

If you want religion with relevancy… 
 

 

If you’ve wished for an open and embracing community of faith to nurture your spirit, 
grow your faith, and raise your children… 

 

Then we warmly invite you to help us build the family of Gables UCC. 
 

If you are interested in “inquiring” about Gables UCC and what it means to be a member of our 
family of faith, we cordially invite you to attend our upcoming Inquirer’s Gathering, to learn 
more about the church, what we value and believe, our history, and our denomination, the United 
Church of Christ.  
 

Join us on Saturday, December 4 at 10:00 a.m. via Zoom. 
Register in advance for this meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMlfuurrzgoGtxrSJsdGKIGoJcDsaAh0XGT 
or with Pastor Laurie  

 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the 
meeting. 
 
If you have any questions, please be in touch with Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org or call 
at 305.448.7421 x 116. She would love to speak with you!  
 
Who should attend an Inquirer’s Gathering? The short answer—you! If you love coming to the 
church and you are not a member, please join us!  
 

----------------------------------------------------- 
 

BOOKS & BOOKS AT GABLES UCC PRESENTS… 
Find the Helpers by Fred Guttenberg 

Tuesday, December 7 
6:30 p.m. in the Gables UCC Sanctuary 

Books & Books and Gables UCC are excited to present an evening with Fred Guttenberg for 
the paperback publication of his book Find the Helpers: What 9/11 and Parkland Taught Me 
about Recovery, Purpose, and Hope (Mango, $18.95). Join us to discover Fred Guttenberg's 
activist's journey since his daughter Jaime's death and how he has been able to get through 
the worst of times thanks to the kindness and compassion of others. 

 

To reserve a FREE ticket (and to purchase the book), please click on the link below: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/in-person-an-evening-with-fred-guttenberg-find-the-helpers-
tickets-205945517587 
 

You may also purchase the book and get more information about the event by visiting the link 
below: https://www.booksandbooks.com/event/in-person-an-evening-with-fred-guttenberg-find-
the-helpers/ 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMlfuurrzgoGtxrSJsdGKIGoJcDsaAh0XGT
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/in-person-an-evening-with-fred-guttenberg-find-the-helpers-tickets-205945517587
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/in-person-an-evening-with-fred-guttenberg-find-the-helpers-tickets-205945517587
https://www.booksandbooks.com/event/in-person-an-evening-with-fred-guttenberg-find-the-helpers/
https://www.booksandbooks.com/event/in-person-an-evening-with-fred-guttenberg-find-the-helpers/
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